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T  O 

< 

ALEXANDER  DRUMMOND  Efq;  Consul, 

THE  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  BRITISH 
FACTORY  AT  ALEPPO, 

t  * 

AND 

THOSE  NOW  IN  ENGLAND  WHO  HAVE 
FORMERLY  RESIDED  AT  THAT  PLACE, 

THE  FOLLOWING  SHEETS  ARE, 

WITH  THE  DEEPEST  SENSE  OF 

GRATITUDE  AND  ESTEEM, 

0 

\ 
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INSCRIBED 

B  Y 


THE  AUTHOR. 


sldvertifement. 


''HE  Author’s  intention,  when  he  firft 


A  began  to  digeft  his  materials,  was  only 
to  exhibit  an  account  of  the  epidemic  dif- 
eafes  at  Aleppo ,  particularly  of  the  plague, 
which  raged  three  years  in  that  city  during 
his  refidence  therein.  A  long  and  extenfive 
practice  among  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
people,  had  furnifhed  him  with  the  means  of 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  its  fite,  and  na¬ 
tural  productions,  he  found  had  not  been  fo 
fully  defcribed,  but  that  there  ftill  was  room 
left  for  improvement.  Inftead,  therefore,  of 
confining  himfelf  fingly  to  fo  much  of  the 
general  hiftory  of  the  place  as  might  be  Ef¬ 
ficient  for  the  purpofe  of  his  profeflion,  he 
has  entered  into  the  fubjeCt  more  at  large, 
and  has  endeavoured  to  prefent  the  reader 


with 


s 


vi  Advertifement . 

with  a  fuccindfc,  but  at  the  fame  time  an 
exadt  account  of  fuch  things  relative  thereto 
as  feemed  moft  to  merit  attention.  It  muft 
however  be  remembered  that  his  obferva- 
tions  are  confined  to  one  city,  and  its  envi¬ 
rons  only.  Other  places,  and  thofe  too  at 
no  great  diftance,  may  have  other  cuftoms ; 
and  to  this  it  may  be  afcribed,  that  different 
writers  on  the  head  of  the  cuftoms  of  eaftern 
nations  prefent  us  with  very  different  ac¬ 
counts. 

* 

When  it  is  confidered  that  the  Author  re- 
fided  many  years  abroad,  and  converfed 
daily  in  other  languages  more  than  in  his 
own,  which  he  had  but  little  leifure  to  cul¬ 
tivate,  the  defeats  in  his  ftile,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  forgiven. 

In  the  plates  he  has  not  only  endeavoured 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  various  dreffes  of  the 
people,  but  a  view  of  their  furniture,  habi¬ 
tations,  and  amufements. 
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The 


Advertifement.  vii 

The  birds  and  fifties  here  delineated  are 
fuch  as,  to  the  beft  of  the  Author’s  know¬ 
ledge,  have  not  before  been  properly  repre- 
fented,  and  thofe  of  the  plants  are  chiefly  of 
the  lame  kind.  So  many  of  the  Arabic  names 
of  thefe  as  were  collected,  would  have  been 
given,  had  it  been  poffible  to  have  exprefled 
them  juftly  in  Englijh  characters,  or  eafy  to 
have  had  them  correCtly  printed  in  Arabic ; 
in  which  language,  it  mull  be  obferved,  all 
the  names  of  places,  &c.  in  this  work  are 
given,  unlels  mentioned  to  be  otherwife. 

The  different  fubjeCts  in  the  firfl:  part  were 
intended  to  have  been  pointed  out,  by  vary¬ 
ing  the  running-title  according  to  the  fub- 
je£t ;  but,  by  miftake,  this  was  omitted  till 
too  late. 

The  method  ufed  by  the  Europeans  for 
their  prefervation  during  the  rage  of  a  pefti- 
lence  was  chiefly  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the 

Author’s 


viii  Advertifement . 

Author’s  friends  in  Aleppo ,  to  whom  it  was 
prefented  on  his  leaving  that  country.  To 
thofe  in  Europe  he  finccrely  wifhes  that  it 
may  never  otherwife  be  ufeful  than  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  curiolity. 

How  far  the  Author’s  abilities  have  been 
equal  to  the  talk  he  has  undertaken,  the 
public  will  judge  ;  and  he  intreats  their 
candour.  That  he  has  had  fair  opportunities 
of  obferving,  that  he  has  given  a  faithful 
narrative  of  fa£fs,  and  that  he  has  ufed  no 
falfe  colouring  in  his  reprefentation,  he  pre¬ 
fumes  to  appeal  to  his  co temporaries  and  ac¬ 
quaintance,  who,  in  viliting  thefe  places 
again  in  his  defcription,  may  perhaps  call  to 
mind  many  agreeable  hours  they  have  fpent 
even  in  thefe  fcenes,  fo  far  diftant  from  their 
native  country. 
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DESCRIPTION 

O  F  T  H  E 

CITY  of  ALEPPO, 

-  -  AND 

♦ .  ;  .  ,  •  -  *■ 

THE  PARTS  ADJACENT. 

r  „  .  v  f  %  »  y, 

'■  ' .  A  t  4  a  <  /  p  J  f  j  t  i  f  ’  • 

PART  I. 

HALEB,  or,  as  we  call  it,  Aleppo ,  the  prefent 
metropolis  of  Syria *,  though  greatly  inferior 
to  the  cities  of  C 071ft ant inople  and  Cairo  in 
extent,  number  of  inhabitants,  riches,  and  perhaps 
feveral  other  circumftances,  yet,  in  relpedl  to  buildings, 
yields  to  none  in  the  'Turkijh  empire. 

This  city  and  fuburbs  ftand  on  eight  fmall  hills  or 
eminences,  none  of  them  confiderable,  except  that  in 

*  Thought  to  be  the  ancient  Beraa,  Beroe ,  or  Berrhaa. 
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A  DESCRIPTION  of  the 

the  middle  of  the  place,  on  which  the  caftle  is  ere&ed. 
This  mount  is  of  a  conic  form,  and  feems,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  be  artificial,  and  raifed  with  the  earth 
thrown  up  out  of  a  broad  deep  ditch  that  furrounds  it. 
The  fuburbs,  called  Sheih  il  Arab ,  to  the  N.  N.  E. 
are  next  in  height  to  this,  and  thofe  to  the  W.  S.  W.  are 
much  lower  than  the  parts  adjacent,  and  than  any 
other  parts  of  the  city. 

An  old  wall  not  a  little  decayed,  and  a  broad  ditch 
now  in  moft  places  turned  into  gardens,  furround  the 
city,  the  circumference  of  which  is  about  three  miles 
and  an  half ;  but,  including  the  fuburbs,  which  are 
chiefly  to  the  North  Eaft,  the  whole  may  be  about 
feven  miles*. 

The  houfes,  are  compofed  oi  apartments,  on  each  of 
the  fides,  of  a  fquare  court  all  of  ftone,  and  confift  of 
a  ground  floor  which  is  generally  arched,  and  an  upper 
ftory  which  is  flat  on  the  top,  and  either  terraced  with 
hard  plaifter,  or  paved  with  ftone.  Their  ceilings  are 
of  wood  neatly  painted,  and  fometimes  gilded,  as  are 
alfo  the  window- fhutters,  the  pannels  of  fome  of  their 
rooms,  and  the  cupboard  doors,  of  which  they  have 
a  great  number :  thefe,  taken  together,  have  a  very 


*  Two  hours  and  four  minutes  on  horfeback,  in  the  ufual  way  of  riding  for  plea- 
lure,  which,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  is  nearer  four  miles  than  three  and  an  half  per  hour- 

i  agreeable 


CITY  of  ALEPPO.  3 

agreeable  effeft.  Over  the  doors  and  windows  within 
the  houfes  of  the  Turks ,  are  infcribed  pafiages  out  of  the 
Koran,  or  verfes  either  of  their  own  compofttion,  or 
taken  from  fome  of  their  moft  celebrated  poets.  The 
Chrijiians  generally  borrow  theirs  from  fcripture. 

In  all  their  houfes  the  court  yard  is  neatly  paved, 
and,  for  the  moft  part,  has  a  bafon  with  a  jet  d’  eau 
in  the  middle,  on  one  or  both  ftdes  of  which,  a  fmall 
fpot  is  left  unpaved  for  a  fort  of  garden,  which  often 
does  not  exceed  a  yard  or  two  fquare ;  the  verdure, 
however,  which  is  here  produced,  together  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  flowers  in  pots,  and  the  fountains 
playing,  would  be  a  very  agreeable  fight  to  the  paf- 
fenger,  if  there  were  openings  to  the  ftreet  through 
which  thefe  might  be  difcovered,  but  they  are  entirely 
{hut  up  with  double  doors  fo  contrived,  as  that,  when 
open,  one  cannot  look  into  the  court  yard ;  and  there 
are  no  windows  to  the  ftreet,  except  a  very  few  in 
their  upper  rooms ;  fo  that  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but 
dead  walls,  which  make  their  ftreets  appear  very  dif- 
agreeable  to  Europeans . 

Moft  of  the  better  fort  of  houfes  have  an  arched  al¬ 
cove  within  this  court  open  to  the  north,  and  oppofife 
to  the  fountain ;  the  pavement  of  this  alcove  is  raifed 
about  a  foot  and  an  half  above  that  of  the  yard,  to 

w 

%  _ 
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4  A  DESCRIPTION  of  the 

ferve  for  a  divan*.  Between  this  and  the  fountain  the 
pavement  is  generally  laid  out  in  mofaic  work,  with 
various  coloured  marble  \  as  is  alio  the  floor  of  a 
large  hall  with  a  cupola  roof,  which  commonly  has  a 
fountain  in  the  middle,  and  is  almoft  the  only  tolerably 
cool  room  in  their  houfes  during  the  fummer. 

The  people  of  fafhion  have  in  the  outer  court  but 
one  or  two  rooms  below  flairs  for  themfelves,  the  reft 
are  for  fervants  and  ftabling ;  the  pavement  of  this  is 
but  rough,  as  their  horfes  Hand  there  all  the  fummer, 
except  a  few  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Above 
flairs  is  a  colonade,  if  not  round  the  whole  court,  at 
leaft  fronting  the  weft,  off  from  which  are  their  rooms 
and  kiojks  + ;  thefe  latter  are  a  fort  of  wooden  divans, 
that  project  a  little  way  from  the  other  part  of  the 
building,  and  hang  over  the  ftreet ;  they  are  raifed 
about  one  foot  and  an  half  higher,  than  the  floor  of  the 
room,  to  which  they  are  quite  open,  and,  by  having 
windows  in  front  and  on  each  fide,  there  is  a  great 
draught  of  air,  which  makes  them  cool  in  the  fummer, 

*  Divan  is  a  part  of  tins  room  raifed  above  the  floor,  as  is  faici  in  the  text  r 
this  is  fpread  with  a  carpet  in  winter,  in  fummer  with  fine  matts, .  along  the  fides 
are  thick  mattraffes  about  three  feet  wide,  covered  commonly  with  fcarlet  doth, 
and  large  bolfters  of  brocade  hard  fluffed  with  cotton  are  fet  againft  the  walls 
(or  rails,  when  fo  fituated,  as  not  touch  the  wall)  for  the  conveniency  of  leaning. 
cee  plate  1 5-  and  1 6.  As  they  ufe  no  chairs,  it  is  upon  thefe  they  fit,  and  all  their 
rooms  are  fo  furnifhed.  The  word  divan  is  alfo  employed  to  fignify  a  number  of 
people  aflembled  in  council. 

|  See  plate  1 5  - 
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the  advantage  chiefly  intended  by  them.  Beyond  this 
court  is  another,  containing  the  womens  apartments, 
built  much  in  the  fame  manner  that  I  have  defcribed 
the  other  houfes ;  fome  few  of  them  have  a  tolerable 
garden,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  outer  yard,  there 
is  generally  a  tall  cyprefs'  tree. 

The  mofques  in  Aleppo  are  numerous,  and  fome 
few  of  them  magnificent;  before  each  is  a  fquare 
area,  in  the  middle  of  which,  is  a  fountain  for  the  ap¬ 
pointed  ablutions  before  prayers,  and  behind  fome  of 
the  larger  mofques  there  is  a  little  garden. 

Befides  thefe  open  fpaces  there  are  many  large  khanes 
or  (as  moll  travellers  call  them)  caravan  feraijs ,  con- 
fifting  of  a  capacious  fquare,  on  all  fides  of  which  are 
built  on  the  ground  floor  a  number  of  rooms,  ufed  oc- 
cafionally  for  ftables,  warehoufes,  or  chambers.  Above 
flairs  a  colonade  occupies  the  four  fides,  to  which  opens 
a  number  of  fniall  rooms,  wherein  the  merchants,  as 
well  ftrangers  as  natives,  tranfacft  moft  of  their  bufinefs. 

The  ftreets  are  generally  narrow,  but,  however,  are 
well  paved,  and  kept  remarkably  clean. 

The  market  places,  called  here  bazars ,  are  properly, 
long,  covered,  narrow  ftreets,  on  each  fide  of  which 


are 
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are  a  number  of  fmall  fhops  juft  fufficient  to  hold  the 
tradefman  (and  perhaps  one  or  two  more)  with  all  the 
commodities  he  deals  in  about  him,  the  buyer  being 
obliged  to  ftand  without.  Each  feparate  branch  of 
bufinefs  has  a  particular  bazar  allotted  them,  and  thefe, 
as  well  as  the  ftreets,  are  all  locked  up  an  hour  and 
an  half  after  fun-let,  and  many  of  them  earlier,  which 
is  a  great  fecurity  from  houfe-breakers.  It  deferves  to 
be  remembered,  how  odd  foever  it  may  appear,  that 
though  their  doors  are  moftly  cafed  with  iron,  yet  their 
locks  are  made  of  wood. 

In  the  fuburbs,  to  the  eaftward,  are  their  fiaughter- 
houfes,  in  a  very  airy  place,  with  a  large  open  field  be¬ 
fore  them.  The  tanners  have  a  kha?ie>  where  they 
work,  in  the  fouth  weft  part  of  the  town  near  the  river. 

To  the  fouthward,  juft  without  the  walls  in  the 
fuburbs,  they  burn  lime ;  and  a  little  way  further  is  a 
fmall  village,  where  they  make  ropes  and  catgut,  which 
laft  manufacture  is,  at  fome  feafons,  extremely  offenfive. 

In  Mejherka ,  which  is  part  of  the  fuburbs  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river  to  the  weftward,  is  a  glafs- 
houfe,  where  they  make  a  coarfe  kind  of  white  glafs, 
but  they  work  only  a  few  months  in  the  winter,  the 
gieateft  part  of  this  manufacture  being  brought  from  a 

village 
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village  called  Armenafs ,  about  thirty-five  miles  to  the 
weft  ward,  from  whence  alfo  they  bring  the  fand  ufed 
in  their  glafs-houfe  at  Aleppo . 

The  city  is  fupplied  with  very  good  water  from  fome 
fprings  near  the  banks  of  the  river  at  Heylan^  about 
five  miles  to  the  north  north  eaft,  which  is  conveyed 
from  thence  by  an  aquaedu<ft,  and  diftributed  to  the 

different  parts  of  the  town  by  earthen  pipes.  There  is 
a  tradition,  that  this  aquaedudt  was  the  work  of  the 
emprefs  Helena ,  and  that  from  her  the  Iprings  took 
their  prefent  name :  this  water  is  fufficient  for  the  ne- 
ceflary  purpofes  of  drinking,  cookery,  Sfc.  Befides 
this,  almoft  every  houfe  has  a  well,  but  the  water  of 
thefe,  being  brackifh,  is  only  employed  for  wafhing 
their  court  yards,  and  filling  the  refervoirs  for  their 
fountains. 

The  fuel,  ufed  in  their  houfe's,  is  wood  and  charcoal ; 
for  heating  their  bagnios,  they  bum  the  dung  of  ani¬ 
mals,  leaves  of  plapts,  parings  of  fruit,  and  fuch  like, 
which  they  employ  people  to  gather  and  dry  for  that 

The  markets  are  well  fupplied  with  provifions,  of 
which  we  {hall  have  occafion  to  give  a  more  particular 
account. 


For 
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For  at  leaf!;  four  or  five  miles  round  Aleppo ,  the 
ground  is  very  ftony  and  uneven,  having  a  number  of 
finall  eminences,  mod  of  which  are  as  high  as  any  part 
of  the  city.  From  the  weft  fouth  weft  to  the  north 
weft  by  weft,  this  fort  of  country  continues  for  at  leaft 
twenty  miles,  with  a  number  of  fmall  fertile  plains  in- 
terfperfed.  To  the  northward  and  fouthward,  after 
about  fix  or  feven  miles,  the  country  is  level  and  not 
ftony.  To  the  eaftward  a  vaft  plain  commences,  which, 
though  it  is  called  the  defart ,  yet  for  a  great  many 
miles  beyond  Aleppo ,  affords  a  fine  fertile  foil. 

In  clear  weather,  the  top  of  mount  Caff  us ,  bearing 
weft  by  fouth,  and  part  of  the  mountains,  called 
Amanus ,  are  to  be  feen  from  feveral  places  in  the  city ; 
but,  as  the  neareft  of  thefe,  viz.  that  part  of  Amanus , 
which  ftr etches  to  the  eaftward  and  approaches  to  Killisy 
is  at  leaft  thirty  miles  diftant  from  Aleppo ,  they  can  be 
fuppofed  to  have  but  very  little  influence  upon  the  air  of 
the  place,  any  more  than  a  fmall  conical  rocky  hill,  called 
Sheih  Bcirakat ,  at  about  twenty  miles  to  the  weft  by 
north,  and  a  narrow  chain  of  low  rocky  hills,  ufually 
named  the  Black  Mountains ,  to  the  fouth  fouth  eaft,  at 
about  ten  miles  diftance. 

J  / 

The  river  Coic*  (it  a  ftream  fcarce  fix  or  eight  yards 
wide  deferves  that  name)  paffes  along  the  weftern  part 

*  The  ancient  Singas. 
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of  the  city  within  a  few  yards  of  the  walls,  and  barely 
ferves  to  water  a  narrow  flip  of  gardens  upon  its  banks, 
reaching  from  about  five  miles  north  to  about  three 
miles  fouth  of  the  town.  Befides  thefe  gardens,  there 
are  a  few  more  near  a  village  called  Bab  Allah ,  about 
two  miles  to  the  north-eaft,  which  are  fupplied  by  the 
aqusedudt. 

The  rifing-grounds  above  the  gardens,  to  which  the 
water  cannot  be  conveyed,  are  in  fome  places  laid  out 
in  vineyards  interfperfed  with  olive,  fig*  and  piftachio 
trees,  as  are  alfo  many  ipots  to  the  eaftward,  where 
there  are  no  gardens. 

Inconfiderable  as  this  ftream  and  thefe  gardens  may 
appear,  yet  they  contain  almoft  the  only  water  and  trees 
that  are  to  be  met  with  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
round,  for  the  villages  are  all  deftitute  of  trees,  and 
moft  of  them  only  fupplied  with  water  by  what  rain 
they  can  fave  in  cifterns. 

The  latitude  of  Aleppo ,  as  fixed  by  a  French  mathe¬ 
matician  who  was  there  in  the  year  1753,  is  thirty-fix 
degrees  twelve  minutes  N.  latitude,  which,  though  fome 
minutes  different  from  the  obfervations  of  others,  yet  is 
probably  the  moft  exaft,  as  he  was  not  only  a  man  of 
eminence  in  his  profeflion,  but  was  alfo  furnifhed  with 

C  the 
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the  beft  inftruments,  an  advantage  which  perhaps  the 
other  obfervators  had  not.  The  longitude  is  faid  to  be 
3  7  D.  40  M.  eafl:  from  London .  Its  diftanee  from  the 
fea,  in  a  dired  line  is  about  fixty  miles,  and  its  height 
from  thence  is  confiderable,.  but  not  yet  accurately  af- 
certained. 

Having  thus  finifhed  what  was  thought  neceffary 
concerning  the  fituation  of  Aleppo ,  with  refped  to  the  : 
parts  adjacent,  let  us.  now  take  a  general  view  of  the. 
face  of  the  country  throughout  Syria., 

The  coaft  in  general  is  bordered  by  very  high  moui> 
tains,  except  near  Seleuciay  and  there  from  mount  Pie- 
ria  to  mount  Cajftus ,  which  is  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  is 
quite  level,  leaving  a  paffage  for  the  river  Orontes  to* 
empty  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean.  Thofe  mountains, 
are  covered  with  trees,  fhrubs,  and  a  number  of  plants 
fo  that,  different  from  the  plains,  they  retain  their  ver¬ 
dure  all  the  fummer.  As  they  abound  with  fprings* 
thefe  colled  into  little  rivulets,  and  in  a  few  places  on; 
that  fide  next  the  fea  rivers,  which  plentifully  irrigate, 
the  plains  that  are  between  them  and  the  fea.  Behind, 
them,  on  the  land  fide,  are  generally  extenfive  plains 
which  receive  great  benefit  from  the  ftreams  that  de~ 
fcend  from  the  mountains,  nigh  to  which  they  are  well 
cloathed  with  myrtle,  oleander,  and  other  fhrubs.  The 

oppofite 


II 


CITY  or  ALEPPO. 

oppoftte  boundaries  of  thofe  plains  are  for  the  mod  part 
low,  barren,  rocky  hills,  and  behind  them  other  large 
plains,  which  though  they  have  no  water  but  the  rain 
which  falls  in  the  winter,  yet  are  exceeding  fertile  ;  and 
this  is  not  improbably  occafioned  by  the  quantity  of  foil 
which  mud  neceflarily  be  walked  down  into  than  from 
the  furrounding  little  rocky  hills,  by  the  violent  rains  of 
the  winter.  This  intermixture  of  rocky  eminencies 
and  plains  reaches  within  land  about  fixty  or  feventy 
miles,  after  which  the  country  is  generally  level,  from 
what  I  have  been  told,  all  the  way  to  Bafforah^  and  is 
properly  Arabia  Deferta . 

*  •  .  ■  ►  ^ 

In  all  Syria  there  is  but  one  river,  (the  Orontes )  that 
having  its  rife  on  the  land  fide  of  the  high  mountains, 
finds  its  way  to  the  fea  ;  the  reft,  which  indeed  are  but 
few  and  inconfiderable,  being  foon  abforbed  by  the 
thirfty  plains  through  which  they  run,  more  efpecially 
as  they  receive  but  very  few  fupplies  in  their  paffage : 
and  even  the  Orontes ,  though  it  be  fwelled  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  little  brooks  from  the  high  mountains  behind 
which  it  runs,  and  derives  a  farther  fupply  from  the 
lake  of  Antioch ,  yet  feems  as  confiderable  a  great  many 
miles  above  Antioch ,  as  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Mediterranean „ 
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The  feafons  in  this  country,  generally  fpeaking,  are 
exceeding  regular,  particularly  at  Aleppo ,  where  the  air 
is  ufually  very  healthy,  and  fo  pure  and  free  from  damps 
that  all  the  inhabitants,  of  what  rank  foever,,  fup  and 
deep  in  their  court-yards,  or  upon  the  houfe  tops,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  open  air,  from  the  end  of  Map  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  September*)  without  fuffering  any  inconveniency 
from  it.  However,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to, 
be  more  particular  on  this  fubjed,  I  will  at  prefent  on¬ 
ly  mention  in  general  the  changes  of  the  feafons  as  they 
appear  to  our  ienfes. 

The  natives  reckon  the  feverity  of  the  winter  to  laft 
but  forty  days,  which  they  call  Maarbank ,  beginningr 
from  the  twelfth  of  December ^  and.  ending  the  twentieth 
of  "January  \  and  in  fad  this  computation  comes  near 
the  truth..  The  air,  during  this  time,  is  excefiively 
piercing,  particularly  to  ftrangers,  even  though  they  are 
but  juft  come  from  a  cold  climate.  In  the  thirteen! 
years  that  I  refided  there,  it  happened  not  above  three 
times  that  the  ice  was  of  fufficient  ftrength  to  bear  a. 
man,  and  that  too  with  caution,  and  only  in  a  fituation. 
where  the  lun-beams  never  reached  it.  The  ihow,  ex¬ 
cepting  three  years,  never  lay  above  a  day,  and  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  fun  fhines  out  and 
there  is  no  wind,  it  is  warm,,  nay  fometimes  almoft  hot,, 

8,  i  ,  . 
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m  the  open  air.  Narciflus’s  are  in  flower  during  the 
whole  of  this  weather,,  and  hyacinths  and  violets  at  the 
latefi  appear  before  it  is  quite  over. 

As  February  advances,  the  fields  which  were  partly 
green  before,,  now  by  the  fpringing  up  of  the  later  grain 
become  entirely  covered  with  an  agreeable  verdure,  and 
though  the  trees  continue  in  their  leaflefs  wintery  ftate 
till  the  end  of  this  month,  or  the  beginning  of  March  y 
yet  the  almond,  when  latefl,  being  in  bloflbm  before 
the  middle  of  February ,  and  quickly  fucceeded  by  the 
apricot,  peach,  gives  the  gardens  an  agreeable  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  fpring  now  becomes  extremely  plea- 
fant,  and  has  no  defedt  but  its  fliort  duration,  for  as 
March  brings  it  on  with  rapidity,  fo  April  advances 
with  like  hafte  towards  fumrner,  and  the  gay  livery  that 
the  fields  wore  in  thofe  two  months,  and  indeed  moft  of 
the  winter,  fades  before  the  middle  of  May  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  this  month  the  whole  country  puts  on 
lb  parched  and  barren  an  alpedt,  that  one  would  fcarce 
think  it  was  capable  of  producing  any  thing  but  the  ve¬ 
ry  few  robuft  plants  which  ftill  have  vigour  enough  to 
refill  the  extreme  heats.  From  this  time  not  fo  much 
as  one  refrefliing  fhower  falls,  and  fcarce  a  friendly 
cloud  appears  to  fhelter  us  from  the  excefiive  heat  of 
the  fun  till  about  the  middle  af  September ,  when  gene¬ 
rally 
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rally  a  little  rain  failing,  either  in  Aleppo ,  or  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  refrefhes  the  air  greatly. 

From  thefe  firft  rains  till  the  fecond,  an  interval  of 
at  leaft  between  twenty  and  thirty  days,  the  weather  is 
temperate,  ferene,  and  extremely  delightful,  and  if  the 
rains  have  been  at  all  plentiful,  though  but  of  a  few 
hours  duration,  the  country  foon  affumes  a  new  face  ; 
after  the  fecond  rains  the  weather  becomes  variable, 
and  winter  approaches  by  degrees,  not  with  fo  fwift  a 
pace  as  the  fummer,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  trees  re¬ 
tain  their  leaves  till  the  middle  of  November  ;  the 
moll  delicate  never  make  fires  till  about  the  end  of  this 
month,  and  feme  few  pafs  the  whole  winter  without 
them. 

It  is  leldom  that  Aleppo  is  troubled  with  very  hard 
gales  of  wind  \  the  coldefl  winds  in  the  winter  are  thofe 
that  blow  from  between  the  north  weft  and  the  eaft, 
and  the  nearer  they  approach  to  the  lad-mentioned 
point,  the  colder  they  are  during  winter  and  part  of  the 
fpring.  But  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of 
September ,  the  winds  blowing  from  the  very  fame  points 
bring  with  them  a  degree  and  kind  of  heat  which  one 
would  imagine  came  out  of  an  oven,  and  which,  when 
it  blows  hard,  will  aftedl  metals  within  the  houles,  fuch 
as  locks  of  room  doors,  nearly  as  much  as  if  they  had 

been 
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been  expofed  to  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  yet  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  water  kept  in  jarrs  is  much  cooler  at  this  time 
than  when  a  cool  wefterly  wind  blows.  In  this  feafon 
the  only  remedy  is  to  ffiut  all  the  doors  and  windows,, 
for  though  thefe  winds  do  not  kill  as  the  fumy  el,  (which 
are  much  of  the  fame  nature)  do  on  the  defart,  yet  they 
are  extremely  troublefome,  caufing  a  languor  and  diffi¬ 
culty  in  refpiration  to  rnoft  people.  Many  fummers 
pafs  without  any  of  thefe  winds,  and,  during  my  Hay, 
in  no  fummer  have  there  been  more  than  four  or  five 
days  of  them  ;  for  though  the  eafterly  and.  northerly 
winds  reign  moll  in  the  winter,  yet  providence  has 
wifely  ordered  it  that  the  wefterly  winds  are  the  moll 
frequent  in  the  fummer,  without  which,  confidering 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun’s  rays,  and  the  refledfion 
from  a  bare  rocky  trad  of  ground,  and  from  the  white 

Hone  walls  of  the  houfes,  the  country  would  fcarcely 
be  habitable. 

_ .  Where  the  town  is  fituated  it  is,  as  moll  of  the  other 
rifing  grounds,  rocky,  and  the  foil  juft  round  it  a  white 
light  earth,  very  Honey,  and  not  fertile ;  but  in  moll 
other  parts  of  the  country,  the  foil  is  a  rediffi,  or  fome- 
times  blackiffi  light  mold,  and  produces  the  fruits  of 
the  earth  in  great  abundance. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  country  lies  uncultivated, 
from  the  tyranny  of  their  government,  the  inlecurity  of 

pro- 
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property,  and  the  consequent  indolence  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  but  very  little  is  allowed  to  lie  fallow  with  a 
view  to  culture,  nor  do  they  ufe  much  manure. 

They  begin  to  plough  about  the  latter  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember ,  and  fow  their  earlieft  wheat  about  the  middle 
of  0 Bober.  The  frofts  are  never  Severe  enough  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  ploughing  all  the  winter,  fo  that  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  fow  all  forts  of  grain  to  the  end  of  January , 
and  barley  fometimes  after  the  middle  of  February . 
No  harrow  is  ufed,  but  the  ground  is  ploughed  a  fecond 
time  after  it  is  fown,  in  order  to  cover  the  grain ;  in 
fome  places  where  the  foil  is  a  little  Sandy  they  plough 
but  once,  and  that  is  after  Sowing,  The  plough  is  fo 
light,  that  a  man  of  a  moderate  Strength  may  eafily 
carry  it  with  one  hand  :  a  little  cow,  or  at  moft  two, 
and  fometimes  only  an  afs,  is  fufficient  to  draw  it  in 
ploughing,  and  one  man  both  drives  and  holds  it  with 
fo  much  eafe  that  he  generally  fmokes  his  pipe  at  the 
fame  time. 

'  ‘  *•  r  ... 

Befides  Turkey  wheat,  barley,  and  cotton  ( a ),  they 
fow  in  the  fields,  cicers  (<£),  lentils  (c),  beans  [d\ 

chick- 

Ctf)  Xylon  five  gofiypium  herbaceum  J.  B.  i,  343.  GoJJypium  folih  quinquelobis 

caule  herbaceo.  Hoi  t.  Upfal.  203. 

(b)  Cicer  fativum  flore  candido.  C.B.  P.  347. 

{ c )  Lens  vulgaris  femine  fubrufo.  C.  B.  P,  346. 

Lens  Monanthus,  Hort.  L.  B. 

{d)  Faba  rotunda  oblonga  feu  cylindracea  minor,  feu  equina  alba,  Mor.  Hift.  ii.  85. 
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chickling  (e),  fmall  vetch  (/),  fefamum,  ricinus,  hemp, 
a  green  kidney  bean  (g),  called  by  the  natives  mafh, 
and  much  eat  3  mufk  melon  (h)  water  melon  (/),  a  fmall 
fort  of  cucumber  called  ajour,  fennel-flower  [k)y  fenu¬ 
greek  (/),  baftard-faftron  Turkey  millet. 

About  Aleppo  they  fow  no  oats,  their  horfes  being 
all  fed  with  barley ;  but  near  Antioch ,  and  on  the 
coaft  of  Syria^  I  have  feen  fome  few  fields  of  them. 

1  *  C- 

Near  the  city  tobacco  [n)  is  planted  in  the  gardens 
only,  but  in  the  villages  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles  off  a 
large  quantity  is  planted  in  the  fields,  and  -all  the  hills 
from  Shogre  to  Latachia  produce  fiich  plenty  of  this 
vegetable  that  it  makes  no  inconfiderable  branch  of 
trade,  particularly  with  Egypt . 

The  harveft  commences  with  the  barley  about  the 
beginning  of  May^  and  that,  as  well  as  the  wheat,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  all  reaped  by  the  twentieth  of  the  fame  month. 
The  more  wet  the  fpring  the  later  the  harveft  and 

(<?)  Lathyrus  fativus  flore  purpureo,  C.  B.  P.  344. 

(/)  Vicia  minima  cum  filiquis  glabris  Inft.  R.  H.  397. 

( g )  Phafeolus  minimus  fru&u  virido  ovato. 

( b )  Melo  vulgaris,  C.  B.  P.  310. 

Melo  magnus  cortice  virente  laevi  femine  parvo,  J.  B.  i.  244. 

(/)  Anguria  citrullus  di&a,  C.  B.  P.  312. 

(i)  Nigella  flore  minore  fimplice  candido,  C.  B.  P.  145. 

(/)  Fcenumgrecum  fativum,  C.  B.  P.  348. 

(m)  Carthamus  officinarum  flore  croceolnft.  R.H.  45 7. 

(«)  Nicotiana  major  latifolia,  C.  B.P.  169. 
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the  more  plentiful  the  crop.  As  foon  as  it  is  cut  downy 
or  rather  pluck’d  up,  (for  this  is  their  more  ufiial  way) 
it  is  carried  to  fome  neighbouring  fpot  of  hard  even 
ground,  and  there  diflodged  from  its  hulk  by  a  ma¬ 
chine  like  a  fledge,  which  runs  upon  two  or  three  rol¬ 
lers,  drawn  by  horfes,  cows,  or  afles.  In  thefe  rollers 
are  fixed  low  iron  wheels,  notched  like  the  teeth  of  a 
faw,  and  pretty  fliarp,  at  once  cutting  the  ftraw  and  fe- 
parating  the  grain. 

Their  granaries  are  even  at  this  day  fubterraneous 
grottos,  the  entry  to  which  is  by  a  fmall  hole  or  open¬ 
ing  like  a  well,  often  in  the  high  way,  and  as  they  are 
commonly  left  open  when  empty,  they  make  it  not  a 
little  dangerous  riding  near  the  villages  in  the  night. 

The  cotton  is  not  gathered  till  OEtober ,  and  fuch 
fpots  as  are  fown  with  it  yield  a  pleafant  verdure  when, 
every  thing  elfe  feems  to  be  burnt  up.  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Aleppo  there  is  no  great  quantity.. 

/  -  '  .  A  -  1 

The  olives  produced  about  the  city  are,  as  I  appre¬ 
hend,  very  little  more  than  fufficient  for  pickling  for 
the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants.  But  at  Edlib ,  about  thirty 
miles  to  the  fouth  weft,  and  the  other  villages  near  it,, 
they  have  large  plantations  affording  yearly  abundance 
of  oil,  with  which,  and  the  afhes  brought  by  the  Arabs 
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from  the  defart,  a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  foap  is 
Annually  made,  fome  at  Aleppo ,  but  the  greateft  part 
at  Edlib. 

When  proper  care  is  taken,  the  oil  is  very  good,  but 
as  the  people  of  the  country  are  not  nice  in  their  tafte, 
they  are  lefs  difpofed  to  be  attentive  about  it. 

The  ricinus  furnifhes  an  oil  which  ferves  the  common 
people  for  burning  in  their  lamps,  and  from  the  fefa~ 
mum  an  oil  likewife  is  extracted  called  feerage,  con- 
fumed  chiefly  by  the  Jews . 

The  vineyards  round  the  city  produce  feveral  forts 
of  tolerably  good  grapes,  fufficient  for  the  fupply  of  the 
markets.  I  need  fcarce  mention  that  the  Turks  make 
no  wine,  but  the  Chrijlians  and  Jews  are  allowed  to 
make  fufficient  for  their  own  ufe,  upon  payment  of  a 
certain  tax  ;  and  the  grapes  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as 
raiflns,  are  all  brought  from  fome  diftance.  Their 
white  wines  are  palatable,  but  thin  and  poor,  and  fel- 
dom  keep  found  above  a  year.  The  red  wine  is  deep- 
coloured,  ftrong,  and  heady,  without  any  flavour,  and 
much  fooner  produces  fleep  or  ftupidity  than  mirth  and 
elevation  of  fpirits. 
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From  the  raifins,  ufually  mixed  with  a  few  anifeeds, 
they  draw  an  ardent  fpirit  which  they  ftile  arrack,  and 
of  this  the  Chrijlia?is  and  Jews  drink  pretty  liberally. 

The  infpiffated  juice  of  the  grape  (<?),  called  here 
dibbs,  is  brought  to  the  city  in  fkins,  and  fold  in  the 
publick  markets ;  it  has  much  the  appearance  of  coarfo 
honey,  is  of  a  fweet  tafte,  and  in  great  ufe  among  the 
people  of  all  forts. 

Though  ufe  leems  the  chief  thing  confulted  in  the 
laying  out  of  their  gardens  (except  in  a  few  where  they 
have  fmall  fummer-houfes)  and  they  have  not  either 
fine  walks,  or  any  fort  of  ornament,  yet,  after  what  has 
been  faid  of  the  country,  it  will  be  eafily  imagined  how 
agreeable  their  verdure  and  fhade  muft  be  in  the  hot 
weather,  and  confequently  how  much  they  muft  be  re- 
forted  to  at  that  feafon.  But  this  is  not  the  only  re- 
frefhment  they  afford  the  inhabitants,  for  the  markets 
are  from  them  plentifully  fupplied  with  feveral  forts  of 
fruits,  pot-herbs,  roots,  and  fallading  ;  though,  as  they 
are  obliged  to  ufe  a  great  deal  of  water  (which  they 
raife  with  the  Per  Jan  wheel)  it  muft  be  owned  that 
their  fruits  in  general  have  very  little  flavour,  nor  do 

)  • 
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they  often  ftay  till  they  are  ripe  before  they  gather 
them*  The  following  are  all  the  variety  here  pro¬ 
duced. 

Cherries  three  forts ;  the  common  red  cherry  (/>),  the 
white  heart  cherry  (y),  and  Vifnia  cherry  if) ;  apricots 
two  forts,  one  of  which  has  a  fweet  kernel,  and  is  an 
exceeding  good  fruit,  they  ingraft  it  upon  the  almond, 
and  reckon  its  delicacy  proceeds  from  that  particular 
circumftance  (f).  Peaches  but  indifferent  (t) ;  feveral 
forts  of  plumbs  (u) ;  cornelian  cherry  (x) ;  two  or  three 
forts  of  apples,  but  very  bad  ( y) ;  feme  indifferent  good 
pears  {%) ;  quinces  (a) ;  pomegranates  of  three  forts, 
fweet,  four,  and  another  between  both  (b) ;  almonds  (c) ; 
black  mulberries  (d)  ;  white  mulberries  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  ;  with  the  leaves  of  this  tree  the  filk-worms  are 
fed  (e)  y  walnuts  (f) ;  figs  (gj  of  four  kinds ;  hazel- 

( p)  Cerafus  fativa  frufln  rotundo  rubroet  acido,  Tourn. 

(q)  Cerafus  major  fruttu  magno  cordato  albo. 

(r)  Cerafus. 

{/)  Armeniaca  fru&u  majore  nucleo  amaro,  T.  623. 

Armeniaca. 

(/)  Perfica  mollicarne  et  vulgaris  viridis  alba,  C*  B.  P..440.- 
( u )  Prunus. 

{*)  Gorylus  fylveflris,  C.  B.  P.  418. 
iy)  Malus  fativa. 

\z)  Pyrus  fativa. 

(a)  Malus  CydoneavelCotoftea. 

{ b )  Malus  Punka  fativa,  C.  B.  P.  438. 

(f)  Amydalus  dulcis  et  amara,  J.  B.  f.  1 74,, 

{d)  Morusfru&u  nigro,  C.  B.  P.  459. 

{e)  Morus  fruftu  albo,  ditto. 

{/)  Nux  inglans,  J.B.  i,  241. 

{$)  Ficus  fativa. 
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nuts  [h)y  the  kernels  of  which  they  parch  and  eat  be¬ 
tween  meals.  Piftachio  nuts  (/),  of  a  very  good  quali¬ 
ty,  and  of  which  a  confiderable  quantity  is  yearly  fent 
to  Europe ;  jujubs  (k) ;  olive  (/)  ;  fumach,  ufed  much 
as  a  reliflier  in  many  of  their  diflies  (m) ;  one  tree  only 
of  St.  John  s  bread  (n),  is  to  be  found  in  the  gardens, 
though  it  is  very  common  on  the  coaft,  and  the  fruit 

fold  in  the  bazars  at  Aleppo . 

*  *■  *  .  .  *  «. 

f  *vf  ,*  •  4 

Thefe  trees  are  all  ftandards  planted  promifcuolly, 
and  very  little  obliged  to  culture. ,  In  fome  places  they 
are  thrown  together  in  thickets,  in  others  they  form  in- 
clofures  for  the  beds  of  garden-huff-,  in  which  inclofures 
are  alfo  found  the  plane  tree  (o),  white  poplar  (/>),  com¬ 
mon  white  willow  (y) ;  another  willow  that  bears  a 
fweet-fcented  flower,  called  by  the  natives  baan,  from 
whence  they  diftill  a  Ample  cordial  water  much  ufed  (r). 
Horn-beam  (/),  a  very  few  oaks  (/),  afh  (u),  lilac  (x), 

(b)  Cornus  hortenfis  mas,  C.  B.P.  447, 

Terebinthns  Indica  Theophrafti,  piftachio  Diofcoridis  Lob.  adv.  41a. 

(*)  Zxziphus  Dodonaei  pemp;.  807.  ,  *  > 

(/)  Olea  fativa. 

(m)  Rhus  folio  ulmi,  C.  B.  P.  414,  „  .  ^  • 

(»)  Siliqua  edulis,  C.B.  P.  402. 

(°)  Platanus  Orientalis  verus,  Park.  Theatr.  1427. 

(p)  Populus  alba  majoribus  foliis,  C.  B.  P.  429. 

(?)  Salix  vulgaris  alba  arborefcens,  C.B.  P.  473. 

(0  Salix  Syriaca  folio  oleagine  argentea,  Ra\vt)lf.  74, 

{/)  Carpinus  Mathioli. 

(/)  Quercus  latifolia. 

(“)  Fraxinus  excelfior,  C.  B.  P.  416. 

( * )  Lilac  Mathioli,  Tourn.  601. 
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bead  tree  (jy),  a  very  few  of  the  nettle  trees  (z),  ole- 
after  (a),  tamarifk  ($),  turpentine  tree  (c),  a  very  few 
medlars  (d),  elder  (e)x  rofes  of  various  kinds  (/),  thorn  (g)x 
balauftine  tree  [h}>  forming  on  the  whole  a  wild  and 
irregular  but  agreeable  profped.  The  eyprefs  trees  (/) 
are  generally  planted  nigh  the  houfe  ;  the  black-ber¬ 
ry  (£)  alfo  grows  wild  all  over  the  gardens.  They  have 
neither  gooiherries  nor  currants  now,  though  in  Ra- 
wolf's  time  there  feems  to  have  been  a  few. 

t»  r  •  ft 

The  pot-herbs,  & rV.  produced  by  the  gardens  will  be 
beft  ranged  according  to  the  feafons  in  which  they  are 
moft  plentiful,  in  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  food 
of  the  inhabitants  in  the  different  feafons,  for  which 
reafon  alfo  I  fhall  here  take  the  liberty  to  mention  feve- 
ral  that  have  been  already  enumerated.. 


('>)  Zizipha  alba  Raw.  p.  38.  Azedarach  Dod.  pempt.  848. 

(3)  Lotus  —  Celtis  fruttu  nigro,  Tourn. 

(a)  Eleagnus  Orientalis  anguftifoliis  fruftu  parvo  olivas  formi  fubdulce,  T.  Cor.  53. 

(b)  T amarifcus  Narbonenfis  Lobel.. 

( c )  Terebinthus  vulgaris,  C.  B.P. 

(d)  Mefpilus  vulgaris 

(e)  Sambucus  fruftu  in  umbella  nigro,  C.  B.  P.  456.. 

(,/)  Rofa  alba  vulgaris  major,  C.  B.  P.482., 

Rofa  DamafcenaLob.  Icon.  206. 

Rofa  rubra  multiplex,  C.  B.  P.  481.. 

Rofa  lutea  fimplex,  ditto  483. 

Rofa  Mofchata  fimplici  flore,  ditto  482.- 
(£)  Rhamnus  prim.  Cluf.  Ger.  1334. 

(b)  Punica  flore  pleno  majore,  T.  636. 

(/)  Cupreflus  Dod.  856. 

(i)  Rubus  vulgaris,  five  rubus  fnuftu  nigro,  C.  B.  P.  479, 
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From  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of 
March ,  cabbage  (/),  fpinnage  (m),  endive  (n),  radiflies  of 
two  forts  (o),  turnips  (/>),  beet(y),  carrot  (r),  are  in  great 
plenty;  collyflowers (f)  make  their  appearance  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  January ,  are  in  great  abundance  in 
February  and  part  of  March ,  by  the  end  of  which 
month  they  become  fcarce.  April  and  May  produce 
lettuces  of  different  kinds  (/),  beans  ( ^),  truffles  (v)>  arti- 
choaks  (y)y  which  are  very  fmall,  and  chiefly  eat  by  the 
natives  when  very  young,  fo  as  when  ftew’d  they  eat 


The  two  laft-mentioned  remain  in  feafon  all  the 
month  of  June .  Purflane  (a),  and  cucumbers  come 


(/)  Braflica capitata  alba,  C.  B.  P.  in. 

T3raflica  alba  capite  oblongo  non  penitus  claufo,  ditto. 
Braflica  Gangyloides,  ditto. 

( m )  Spinachia  vulgaris. 

(»)  Cichorium  latifolium,  five  endiva  vulgaris,  T.  479. 

(c)  Raphanus  major  orbiculat.  vel  rotundus,  C.  B.  P.  96. 

Raphanus  minor  oblongus,  ditto. 

(/>)  Rapa fativa rotunda  radice  Candida,  C.  B.  P.89. 

(?)  Beta  rubra  radice  rapae,  C.  B.  P.  1 1 8. 

(r)  Daucus  fativus  radice  luteo,  Infl.  R.  ii.  307. 

Daucus  fativus  radice  atro  rubente,  J.  B.  3.  part.  Ii.  64. 
(/)  Braflica  cauliflora,  C?  B.  P.  1 1 1 . 

(/)  Lattuca. 


(y)  Cinara  hortenfis  foliis  non  aculeatis,  C.  B.  P.  385. 

(z)  Pifum  hortenfe  majus  {lore  fru&uque  albo,  C,  B  P 

Pifum  arvenfe  fruttu  albo,  ditto  343.  ’  ^ 

(a)  Portulaca  latifolia  feu  fativa,  C.  b'.  P.  288. 
ib)  Cucumis  vulgaris  maturo  fruftu  fubluteo,’c  B  P  310 
Cucumis  fativus  vulgaris  fruftu  albo,  C.  B.P 
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come  in  feafon  alfo  in  Mayy  and  are  in  plenty  till  the 
end  of  July ;  in  September  and  0 Bober  the  latter  are 
again  brought  to  market  in  great  abundance,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  this  laft  mentioned  mouth  the  young 
ones  are  gathered  for  pickling. 

The  months  of  June  and  Augujl  produce  mufk  me¬ 
lons  (e)  in  great  abundance ;  and  a  Imall  cucumber  called 
ajoor,  which  is  often  extremely  bitter.  To  thefe,  in 
the  month  of  July ,  are  added  water  melons  {d),  which 
we  have  in  great  perfection  ;  Jews  mallows  ( e ) ;  kid¬ 
ney  beans  (J)  m7  adders  cucumbers  (g)  ;  Syrian  mal¬ 
low  ($),  lupines  (i)  ;  as  alfo  feveral  kinds  of  gourds 
{k) ;  three  fpecies  of  mad  apples  (/),  called  by  the  na¬ 
tives  badinjan  ;  which  remain  all  September ,  and  the 
latter  as  far  as  the  middle  of  November ,  making  the 
principal  part  qf  the  food  of  the  inhabitants  during 
the  months  of  July ,  Augujl ,  September ,  and  OBober  ; 
and  they  are  fo  fond  of  them,  that  they  preferve  them 

(c)  Melo  vulgaris,  C.  B.P.  310. 

Melo  magnus  cortice  virente  laevi  femine  parvo,  J.B,  i.  244. 

(i)  Anguria  citrUllus  difta,  C.  B.P.  312. 

(e)  Corchorus,  five  inelochia,  J.  B.  ii.  982. 

(/)  Phafeolus  vulgaris,  Lob.  Icon.  59. 

( g )  Cucumis  flexuofus,  C.  B.  P.  310. 

(h)  Ketmia  Brafilienfis  folio  ficus  fru<fhi  pyramidato  fulcato,  T.Inft.  100.  Bamia. 
(/)  Lupinus. 

(6)  Cucurbita  Ionga,  folio  molli,  flore  albo,  J.  B.  ii.  214. 

Cucurbita  lagenaria,  ditto,  216. 

(/)  Melongena  fruttu  oblongo  violaceo,  Inft.  R.  H.  151. 

Melongena  fru<ftu  rotundo,  ditto. 

Melongena  fru&u  incurvo,  ditto,  152. 

E 
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various  ways,  To  as  to  afford  occafionally  a  difh  through 
the  whole  year.  Squafh  [m)  comes  in  towards  the  end 
of  September ,  and  continues  all  the  year.  The  orange- 
fhaped  pumpion  [n)  we  have  more  common  in  the 
fummer-months.  They  have  none  of  the  colocaflia 
at  Aleppo ,  but  great  quantities  at  Tripoli ;  where  the 
fhopkeepers  ufe  the  leaves  (as  Rawolf  mentions  of  A- 
leppo )  inftead  of  paper,  for  putting  up  their  wares* 

The  few  following  are  to  be  met  with  at  all  fea- 
fons  ;  parfley  (0),'  crefs  (p)>  mint  (y),  onions  (r), 
and  garlick  (f)  ;  which  though  they  come  laft  in  the 
lift,  yet  they  are  far  from  being  the  leaft  in  ufe  or 
efteem  among  the  natives. 

In  the  gardens  they  alfo  cultivate  carraway  ( t)r 
coriander  (u)9  dill  ( x ),  cyprefs  canes  (jp),  and  common 
reed  (#),  both  much  ufed  by  the  manufacturers  of  filk 
and  cotton  fluffs,  by  way  of  reels, 

(m)  Melopepo  fruftu  maximo  albo,  Tourrr. 

(«)  Pepo  rotundus  aurantii  forma,  ditto,  31/r. 

(0)  Apium  hortenfe,  feu  petrofelinum  vulgo,  C.  B.  P.  ifj. 

(p)  Nafturtium  hortenfe  vulgatum,  C.  B.  P. 

(^)  Mentha. 

(r)  Cepa  vulgaris  floribus  &  tunrcis  candidis,  C.  B.  P.  71% 

( f)  Allium  fativum,  C.  B. 

(t)  Carvi  Caefalpin.  241. 

(u)  Coriandrum  majus,  C.  B.  P.  158. 

(a-)  Anethum  hortenfe,  ditto,  147. 

(y )  Arundo  vallatoria. 

(z)  Arundo  vulgaris. 
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Befides  what  have  been  already  mentioned,  which 
are  produced  by  culture,  the  fields  afford  the  buglofs 
(a),  mallow  (h),  and  afparagus  (c),  which  they  ufe  as 
pot-herbs ;  the  capper  (d)y  which  they  pickle ;  the 
dandelion  (e)y  and  water  crefles  [f ),  ufed  in  fallading ; 
and  the  fummer  favory  (g-),  which,  dried  and  pow¬ 
dered,  and  mixed  with  fait,  they  call  zater ,  and  often 
eat  as  a  relifher  with  bread,  ferving  many  of  the  na¬ 
tives  by  way  of  breakfaft  in  the  winter-feafon  ;  alfo 
the  Spanijh  nut  ( h ) ;  and  a  fpecies  of  hartwort  (/),  called 
by  them  fecacul  \  both  which  they  eat  crude. 

In  their  little  gardens  they  cultivate,  befides  the 
rofes  already  mentioned,  the  Dutch  hundred-leaf  rofe 
(k)  y  monthly  rofe  (/),  which,  by  proper  management, 
flowers  about  ten  months  in  the  year ;  a  few  plants  of 

(a)  Bugloflum  ^jjg^ifolium  majus  flore  cxruleo,  C.B.  P.256. 

Bugloflum  vuTgare  albo  &  violaceo  colore,  H.  R.  Par. 

Bugloflum  fylveftre  minus. 

(b)  Malva  vulgaris  flore  minore,  C.B.P.  314. 

(c)  Afparagus  fylveftis  tenuiflimo  folio,  C.  B.  P.  490. 

(d)  Capparis  fpinofa  fru&u  minore  folio  rotundo,  C.B.P.  480. 

\e)  Dens  leonis  latiore  folio,  C.  B.  P.  126. 

Dens  leonis  orientalis  tenuiflimo  divifls  tomentofis  &  incanis,  T.  Cor. 

(f)  Sifymbrium  aquatjcum  Mathioli,  437. 

Sifymbrium  Creticum  Raphani  foliis  eleganter  difle&is,  T.  Cor.  35. 

(g)  Satureia  fativa,  J.  B.  iii.  272. 

{b)  Sifyrinchuim  majus  flore  lutea  macula  notata,  C.  B.  P.  40. 

(t)  Tordylium  orientale  fecacul  Arabium  dittum,  Boer.  Ind.  Alt.  68. 
ik)  Rola  centifolia  Batavica,  Cluf.  H. 

(/)  Rofa  omnium  calendarum,  H  R.  Par. 

E  2 
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the  paflion  flower  ( m ) ;  and  feveral  kinds  of  jafmin  (n) : 
oleander  ( o ),  and  myrtle  {p)y  grow  plentifully  in  all 
the  water’d  parts  of  Syria,  but  here  only  by  culture. 

Henna  (y)  is  kept  in  pots,  and  preferved  with  great 
care  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter,  being  much 

efteemed  on  account  of  its  fweet-fcented  flowers ;  Spanijh 
broom  (r),  vervain  mallow  ( /),  night-fhade  {t),  winter 
cherry  (u)  ;  and  abundance  of  flowers,  feveral  of  which 
have  been  brought  there  by  the  Europeans ,  and  of  which 
they  are  very  fond,  the  women  in  particular,  who  deco¬ 
rate  their  head-drefs  with  them  :  of  thefe  the  chief  are 
tne  ranunculus  and  anemony,  carnation,  hyacinth,  nar- 
ciffus,  violet,  tuberofe  (x)y  African  marigold  (y),  lu¬ 
pines,  fow-bread,  Indian  bellflower  (#),  marvel  of 
Peru  { a ),  columbine,  ftock-gelliflower.  They  alfo 


{'«)  Granadilla. 

(«)  Jafmmum  vulgatius  flore  albo,  C.  B.  P.  397. 

Jafminum  lureum,  vulgo  didftum  bacciferum,  ditto.  30$. 
jMmihum  Arabicum,  duff. 

(s)  Ncrium  fibribus  rubefcentibus,  C.  B*P.  46a, 

\p)  Myrtus.  '  ^  ‘ 

(?)  iHerraibus,  Flor.  Tejl.  Uguflmm  Msyp,iau>m  UHfiBim,, 

(>)  Genifta  juncea,  J.  B.  i.  395. 

(7 )  Aicea  rofea  ftortenfis  maxima  folio  ficus  fiore  albo,  H;  R.  Par. 

Alcea  rofea  hortenfe  folio  ficus,  ditto, 

(?)  Solatium  bacciferum  fruticofum,  C.  B.  P,  166.  . 

(")  Alkekengi  officinarum,  Inft.  R.HL  1 5  r . 

(')  Hyacinthus  Indicus  tuberofus  flore- hyaciiitlii  orientali3,  C  B  P 

(>')  Tagetus. 

f  Campanula  indica,  J.  B.  Convolvulus  hdicus  folio  fubnt  undo  flore  violaceo  C  B  P 
(a)  Jalappa  flore  purpureo,  Lift.  R.  Hi.  129,.  J  ^ 

Jalappn  flore  flavo,  ditto. 
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raife  in  thefe  little  gardens  Guinea  pepper  (h),  which 
they  ufe  as  a  pickle  ;  and  love  apples  (c),  which  are 
but  little  ate  by  any  of  the  natives,  except  the  Jews ; 
rofemary  (d),  bafil  (e),  flower  gentle  (/),  female 
ballamine  (g),  mufk  fcabious,  rue  (/>),  wormwood  (/). 
The  common  Seville  orange  (k),  the  fweet  Seville 
orange  (/),  China  orange  (;«),  common  lemon  {n)y 
fweet  lemon  (0),  and  citron  (p)y  are  alfo  with  care  pre¬ 
ferred  here  by  the  natives,  for  they  will  not  bear  a  fe- 
vere  winter  in  Aleppo  ;  though  they  are  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  at  Byas ,  Latachia ,  Tripoly ,  and  other  places  on 
the  coaft  of  Syria ;  from  whence  the  city  is  plentifully 
firpplied  with  thefe  fruits. 

Neither  my  time,  nor  knowledge  in  botany,  even 
though  affifted  by  my  brother,  who  had  a  great  deal 
more  of  both,  were  equal  to  the  talk  of  making  a 

( h )  Capficum  filiquis  longis  propendentibus,  I.’R.H.  152. 

Capficum  filiqua  propendente  rotunda  &  cordiformi,  ditto,  155. . 

(<f)  Lycoperficon  Galeni  Ang.  217. 

(d)  Rofmarinas  hortenfis  anguftiore  folio,  C.  B,  P,  217. 

(<?)  Ocimum  vulgatius,  C.  B.  P.  326. 

(/)  Amaranthus  maximus,  C.  B.  P.  120 . 

( j')  Balfamina  foemina,  C.  B.  P.  306. 

(h)  Ruta. 

(/')  Abfynthium.' 

(i)  Aurantium  acri  medulla  vulgare,  Fen.  Hefp, 

(/)  Aurantium  medulla  dulci  vulgare,  ditto. 

(m)  Aurantium  fmenfe,  ditto. 

{»)  Limon  vulgaris,  ditto. 

( 0 )  Limon  dulcis,  ditto. 

{ p )  Citreum  vulgare,  Tourn. 

Gitreum  magno  fruftu,  ditto.-. 
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compleat  lift  of  all  the  plants  growing  round  Aleppo  \ 
but  though  feveral  may  have  been  omitted,  great  care 
has  been  taken  that  none  lhould  be  inferted  in  the 
following  account  but  what  have  been  determined  with 
as  much  accuracy  as  poffible.  It  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  obferve,  that  the  plants  in  general  are  of  a  much 
humbler  growth  here  than  in  moft  other  parts. 


Several  plants  have  been  already  mentioned  as  flower¬ 
ing  early  in  the  year,  as  hyacinth  (y),  daffodil  (r),  tu¬ 
lip  ( /'),  and  violet  00  ;  but  the  Spanijh  nut  is  what 
may  be  called  the  harbinger  of  the  fpring,  and  efteemed 
fo  by  the  natives,  who  are  fond  of  its  roots,  which  are 
fold  at  this  feafon  in  the  publick  ftreets  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  ;  and  from  this  time  the  botanizing  feafon  com¬ 
mences.  Towards  the  middle  of  February  the  banks 

It  mutt  be  obferved,  that  all  the  various  fpecies  of  each  plant  are  placed  toge¬ 
ther,  though  to  be  met  with  at  different  feafons,  and  fuch  as  are  produced 
only  by  culture,  are  marked  with  *, 

(?)  Hyacinthus  orientals  flore  violaceo,  C.  B.  P,  44, 

Hyacinthus  orien tails  primus  albus. 

(?)  NarcilTus  pallidus  medio  aureus,  C.  B.  P.  50. 

*  NarcilTus  orientahs  florc  multiplico  &  pleno  albo  luteo,  ditto,  49. 

*  NarcilTus  juncifoliis  luteis  minor,  ditto,  51, 

(/)  Tulipa  precox  rubra. 

Tulipa, 

(/)  Viola  martia  purpurea  florc  fimplicc  odoro,  C.  B.  P.  199. 

Viola  martia  alba,  ditto, 

Viola  martia  multtplice  flore  purpureo,  ditto, 

Viola  montana. 

Viola  tricolor  hortenlH  repens,  L,  B.  P.  199, 

Viola  orientals  bicolor  arvenfts  longifolia  ft  ore  miaimo,  T.  Cor.  30. 


of 
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of  the  river  are  covered  with  a  fmall  cranefbill  (uy ; 
and  about  the  fame  place  is  found  the  daizy  (x),  mention¬ 
ed  by  Rawolf.  To  thefe  are  quickly  joined  a  profufion 
of  plants,  but  chiefly  in  the  gardens  and  low  grounds, 
meadow  faffron  (/),  flower-de-luce  feveral  fpecies  (z), 
bulbous  flower-de-luce  (a),  fnow  drop  (6),  ox  eye  (c)’, 
marigold  (d),  archangel  (e)y  fumitory  (/),  fliepherds 
purfe  (g)y  dandelion  {h)y  hypecoon  (/),  grape  hya¬ 
cinth  (k)y  faffron  (/),  great  variety  of  crowfoot  (m)y 

particularly 

\ 

(a)  Geranium  tuberofum  majus,  C.  B.  P.  31?. 

Geranium  cicutae  folio  inodorum,  C.  B.  P.  319. 

Geranium  robertianum  1 .  rubens,  C.  B.  P.  319. 

Geranium  orientale  batrachoides  aconiti  folio  flore  variegato,  T.  Cor.  2o> 
Geranium  latifolium  longiffima  acu,  C.B.  P.  319. 

(x)  Beilis  chalepenfe  precox. 

(y)  Colchicum  commune,  C.  B.  P.  67. 

(z)  Iris  vulgaris  Germanica,  five  fylvefiris,  C.  B.  P.  30^ 

Iris  alba  Florentma,  C.  B.  P.  31. 

(a)  Xyphion  anguftifolium  flore  cinereo,  Infl.  R.  H.  364. 

Xyphion  anguftifolium  flore  vario,  ditto. 

(b)  Narciffo  Leucoium  pratenfe  multiftorum,  Infl.  R.  H.  387. 

(c)  Buphthalmum. 

Id)  Calendula  flore  citrino,  C.  B.  „  ,  r 

(<■)  Lamium  purpureum  foetidum  folio  fubrotundo,  five  galeopfis  Dioiconcns, 
C.  B.  P.  230. 

Lamium  orientale  foliis  eleganter  laciniatis,  T.  Cor. 

(f)  Fumaria  officinarum  &  Diofcoridis  flore  purpureo,  C.B.P.  *43.- 
J  Fumaria  officinarum  &  Diofcoridis  flore  pallefcente,  ditto. 

(?)  Burfa  paftoris  major  folio  finuato,  C.  B.  P.  108. 

(b)  Dens  leonis  latiore  folio,  C.  B.  P.  126.  #  . 

Dens  leonis  orientalis  te^iuiffime  divifis- tomentofis  &  mcanis,  T.  Lor.  35.- 
(/)  Hypecoon  tenuiore  folio,  Infl.  R.H.  230. 

Hypecoon  orientale  latiore  folio  flore  magno,  T.  Cor.  17. 

Hypecoon  orientale  fumariae  folio,  ditto. 

(£)  Mufcari  arvenfe  junci  folium  caeruleum  minus,  Infl.  R.H.  34^* 

Mufcari  Byzantinum  flore  candicante,  Infl.  R.  H.  347. 

(/)  Crocus  vernus  latifolius  flavo  varius,  C.B.  P.  65. 

(m)  Ranunculus  grumofo  radice,  C.B.P.  180. 

An  Ranunculus  flellatus  eehinatus  Creticus,  ditto. 
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particularly  one  fpecies  (ranuncul.  vern .  rotundifoh 
minor))  that  generally  covers  all  the  marfhy  parts  of 
the  gardens. 

As  the  fpring  advances,  the  following  come  on 
with  furprifing  rapidity.  Madder  (n),  cleavers  (o)y 
periwinkle  (p),  plantain  (y),  androface  (r),  bur- 
net  (/)>  fpeedwell  of  many  fpecies  (/),  wake  ro- 

•  bin 

Ranunculus  nemorofus  lutcus,  C.  B.  P.  178. 

Ranunculus  nem.orofus  purpureus.  Tab.  Icon.  45. 

Ranunculus  arvenfis  foliis  chamomadi  flore  minore  atro  rubente,  Inft, 
H.  H.  2p f . 

Ranunculus  foliis  chamomadi  flore  citrino,  ditto. 

Ranunculus  arvenfis  parvus  folio  trifido,  T.  101. 

Ranunculus  rutae  folio  fcrotinus  flore  aureo  pleno,  H.  R.  P. 

Ranunculus  vernus  rotundifolius  minor,  Inft.  R.  H.  2*86.' 

Ranunculus  orientalis  pulfatillae  folio  flore  magno,  T.  Cor. 

Ranunculus  Illyricus  radicibus  bulbofis  foliis  long'is,  J.  B.  iii.  867. 

Ranunculus  Lanugenofus  anguftifoliis  grumofa  radice  minor  C  B  P  18  r 
Ranunculus  arvenfis  echinatus,  C.  B.  P.  179.  *  *  ’  * 

Ranunculus  arvenfis  foliis  chamomadi  flore  minore  luteo,  Inft.  R  H  2dt 
Ranunculus  orientalis  aconiti  folio  flore  luteo  maximo,  T.  Cor  20  '  ^ 
Ranunculus  nemorofus  ex  rubro  purpureus.  Lob.  Icon.  46. 

Ranunculus  ceratophyllus  feminibus  falcatis  in  fpicam  adaftis,  Mor 
H.  11.  440. 

(»)  Rubia  tinftorum  fativa,  C.  B.  P.  333. 

Rubia  fylveftria  monfpefulana  major,  J.  B.  iii.  71c 
(0)  Aparine  vulgaris,  C.  B.  P.  334.  3 

/  x  pPar.me  mir|imo  Raii ;  Galium  Parifienfe  tenui  folio  flore  atro  purpureo  Tourn 
f  Pervinca  vulgaris  anguftifolia  flore  caeruleo,  Inft.  R.  H.  12^  P  ’ 

(?)  Plantago  latifolia  finuatis,  C.  B.  P.  183. 

Plantago  anguflifolia  major,  ditto. 

[r\- Ai1.dro!acf,  v^garis  latifolia  annua,  Inft.  R.  H.  123. 

(7 )  Pimpinella  fanguiforba  minor  hirfuta,  C.  B.  P.  160. 

7)  Veronica  orientalis  hederae  terreftris  foliis  flore  magno,  T.  Cor  ’7 
Veronica  orientalis  ocuni  folio  flore  minimo,  ditto.  ' 

eronica  verna  trifido  vel  quinquifido  folio,  Inft.  R.  H.  145, 

Veronica  mas  fupma  &  vulgatiffima,  ditto,  143.  5 

Veronica  aquatica  minor  folio  fubrotundo,  ditto. 
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bin  (u)  feveral  ipecies,  dragons  (x)9  feveral  kinds  of 
toad  flax  (jy),  clary  (z),  fow  bread  (a\  which  near 
Aleppo  is  chiefly  cultivated  in  their  little  gardens,  but 
very  common  on  the  mountains  ;  various  forts  of 
clarey  [b)y  three  fpeciesr  of  charlock  (c),  Mithridate 
muftard  (d)y  baftard  Mithridate  muftard  (e\  ftock- 


Veronica  Chia  cymbalaria  folio  verno  flore  albo  umbilico  virefcente,  Tourn. 
Cor.  7. 

Veronica  orientalis  minima  foliis  laciniatis,  T.  Cor.  7. 

Veronica  aquatica  major  folio  fubrotundo,  Infl.  R.  H.  145. 

Veronica  terreftris  annua  folio  polygani  flore  albo,  Morrif.  H.  ii.  322. 

(u)  Arum  angufliffimo  folio,  Infl.  R.  H.  160. 

Arum  Byzantinum,  J.B.  ii.  1B5. 

Arum  venis  albis  Italicum  maximum,  H.  R.  Par. 

{ x )  Dracunculus  polyphyllis,  C.  B.  P.  195. 

(y)  Linaria  fegetum  numullarise  folio  villofo,  Infl.  R.  H.  169. 

Linaria  anguftifolio  flofculo  albis  longius  caudatus  Triumfet,  87. 

Linaria  Conftantinopolitana  lini  fativi  folio  flore  luteo,  T.  Cor.  9. 

Linaria  minima  hirfuta  folio  acuminato  in  bafl  articulato  flore  luteo  minimoj 
Mor.  Hift.  ii.  503. 

(z)  Horminum  coma  purpurea  violaceo,  J.  B.  iii.  309. 

Horminum  orientale  foliis  rugofis  et  verrufcofls  anguflis  flore  albo,  Touril. 
Cor.  10. 

(a)  Cyclamen  vernum  angulofo  folio  triplici  viriditate  fericea  vario  maximis  flo- 
ribus  albis  imo  ofculo  purpurafcente  Antiochenum  nuperorum,  H,  R.  Par. 
{b)  Sclarea  vulgaris  languinofa  ampliflimo  folio,  Infl.  R.  1 79. 

Sclarea  orientalis  betonicse  folio  acutiffimo  coma  purpurafcente,  T.  Cor.  10. 
Sclarea  Syriaca  flore  albo,  Infl.  R.  H.  1 79. 

Sclarea  rugofa  verrucofa  laciniato  folio,  ditto. 

Sclarea  Syriaca  flore  cseruleo,  ditto. 

Sclarea  folio  falviae  flore  purpureo,  Infl.  R.H.  180. 

L)  Rapiflrum  monofpermum,  C.  B.  P.  95.  f 

Rapiftrum  arvenfe  folio  auriculato  acuto,  Infl.  R.  H.  2i  I. 

'Rapiflrum  montanum,  five  fylveflre  irionis  folio.  Column. 

{d)  Thlafpi  arvenfe  perfoliatum  majus,  C.  B.  P.  I06. 

Thlafpi  orientale  faxatile  flore  rubente  foliis  polygalse  petalis  florum  sequali- 
bus,  T  Cor.  15.  . 

Thlafpi  montanum  fempervirens,  C.  B.P.  106. 

(<?)  Thlafpidum  hirfutum  calyce  flore  auriculato,  Infl.  R.  H.  214. 

gellyflower 
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gelly flower  (/},  dames  violet  (g)  four  fpecies,  wild 
radifh  [h\  two  fpecies  of  chickweed  (/),  four  kinds  of 
moufe-ear  [k)>  houfe-leek  (/),  caltrops  [m\  two  fpecies 
of  anemony  (»),  parfley  (<?),  petty  madder  (/>),  hart- 
wort  ( y),  fhepherds  needle  (r),  clove-gellyflower 
(/),  various  fpecies  of  garlick  (/),  bindweed  two 

(/)  Leucoium  incanum  fimplex  fativum  diverforum  colorum. 

Leucoium  luteum  vulgare,  C.  B.  P.  202. 

Leucoium  maritimum  flnuato  folio,  C.  B.  P.  201. 

Leucoium  orientale  ftliqua  eleganter  lunata,  T.  Cor.  16. 

(g)  Hefperis  peregrina  filiquis  articulatis,  C.  B.  P.  202. 

Hefperis  maritima  fupina  exigua,  Inft.  R.  H.  223. 

Hefperis  orientalis  glaftifolio  flore  magno  violaceo,  T.  Cor.  i6» 

Hefperis  ficula  frutefcens  filiqua  tricufpide,  Inft.  R.  H.  223. 

(b)  Raphaniftrum  Alepicum  flore  dilu to  violaceo,  T.C01*.  7. 

Raphaniftrum  arvenfe  flore  albo,  Inft.  R.  H.  230. 

(/)  Alfine  fpergula  didta  major,  C.  B.  P.  251. 

Alfine. 

(k)  Myofotis  hirfuta  altera  vifcofa,  Inft.  R.  H.  245. 

Myofotis  arvenfis  polygonii  folio,  ditto. 

Myofotis  orientalis  perfoliato  lychnidis  folio,  T .  Cor.  1 8 . 

Myofotis  Hifpanica  fegetum,  Inft.  R.  H.  245. 

{/)  Sedum  minus  teretifolium  album,  C.  B.  P.  283. 

(m)  Tribulus  terreftris  ciceris  folio  feminum  integumento  aculeato,  Mor.  Hi  ft. 
ii.  102. 

(«)  Anemone,  2  fpec. 

(0)  Apium  anifum  diftum  femine  fuaveolente,  Inft.  R.  H.  305. 

Apium  paluftre  &  apium  officinarum,  C.  B.P.  154. 

*  Apium  dulce  celeri  Italorum,  H.  R.  Par. 

*  Apium  hortenfe  petrofelinum  vulgo,  C.B.P.  153. 

(p)  Rubeola  anguftiore  folio,  Inft.R.  H.  130. 

(0)  Tordylium  minus  limbo  granulate  Syriacum,  Mor.  Umbel. .37, 

(r)  Scandix  femine  roftrato  vulgaris,  C.  B.  P.  152.; 

Scandix  Cretica  minor,  ditto. 

Scandix  orientalis  flore  maximo,  T.  Cor.  23. 

(f)  Caryophyllus  fylveftris,  C.  B.  P.  209. 

Caryophyllus  altilis  major,  C.  B.  P.  208. 

(*)  Allium  anguftifolium  umbellatum  flore  albo,  Inft.  R.  H.  385".. 

Allium  montanum. 

Allium  montanum  latifolium  maculatum,  C.  B.  P.  74. 

Allium  faxatile  acori  radice  flore  purpureo,  Bocc.  Muf.  ii.  84. 

Allium  Pyrrhinum,  C.B.P.  75.. 
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kinds  (u)y  fpurges  feveral  fpecies  (x),  horehound  (jy)? 
field  Bafil  (z),  tread e-muftard  (a),  woad  (b)y  hem¬ 
lock  (c)y  water  parfnip  (d)y  navel-wort  (e)y  hrank 
urfine  (f)y  gold  of  pleafure  (g)y  flix-weed  (h)y  horned 
wild  cumin  (/),  fweet  fern  (k)y  baflard  pariley  (/), 
fhrub  hartwort  [m)y  fcorching  carrot  (n). 

And  towards  the  middle  of  April  the  country  is  in 

its  full  bloom,  the  verdure  of  the  fields  being  beauti- 

»  -  *  ’ 

(u)  Convolvulus  major,  J.  B.  Lin.  Sp.  pi.  2. 

Convolvulus  argenteus  folio  altheae,  C.  B.  P.  285. 

(*)  Tithymalus  Myrfinites  latifolius,  C.  B.  P.  296.  ' 

Tithymalus  Cypariflias,  ditto,  291.  Euphorbia  49.  Lin.  Sp.pl.  50. 

Tithymalus  tuberofa  pyriformi  radice,  C.  B.  P.  252.  Lin.  Sp.  pi.  33. 
Tithymalus  Cypariflias  Prof.  Alp.  exot.  Lin.  Sp.  pi.  38. 

Tithymalus  Graecus  Heliofcopius  maximus  foliis  eleganter  crenatis,  T.  Cor. 

( y )  Marrubium  album  villofum,  C.  B.  P.  230. 

Marrubium  album  vulgare,  ditto. 

(2)  Clinopodium  orientale  hirfutum  foliis  inferioribus  ocymum  fuperioribus  hyflb- 
pum  referentibus,  T.  Cor.  12. 

Clinopodium  Auftriacum,  Cluf.  Hift.  353. 

(a)  Jonthlafpi  luteo  flore  incanum  montanum  Diofcordis,  Colum.  Par.  i.  280. 

(b)  Ifatis  fylveftris  vel  anguiftifolio,  C.  B.  P.  1 1 3. 

(c)  Cicuta  major,  C.  B.  P.  160. 

{d)  Sium. 

( e )  Cotyledon  Cretica  tuberofa  radice  (lore  luteo  parvo,  T.  Cor* 

\f)  Acanthus  aculeatus,  C.  B.  P.  383. 

(g)  Myagrum  fativum,  C.  B.  P.  199.  JJhffon  fegetum  foliis  auriculatus  acutis , 
Inji.  R.  H.  217. 

if)  Sifymbrium  annuum  abfynthis  minoris  folio,  Inft.  R.  H.  226.  Sophia  Chyrur - 
gorum ,  Lcb.  Icon.  - 

(i)  Hypecoon  tenniore  folio,  Inft.  R.  H.  230. 

Hypecoon  orientale  fumariae  folio,  T.  Cor. 

Hypecoon  orientale  latiore  folio  flore  magno,  ditto. 

(f)  Myrrhis  orientalis  foliis  chamomteli,  1'.  Cor.  23. 

(/)  Caucalis  orientalis  arvenfis  tenuifolio  flore  purpureo  magno  frmftu, 

T.  Cor.  23. 

Caucalis  Monfpeliaca  echinato  magno  fruffri,  C.  B.  P.  153. 

Caucalis  erecta  maximo  fru<ftu  longius  aculeis  donato,  T.  Cor.  23. 

(m)  Bupleurum  orientale  anguftifolium  femine  longiorc,  ditto,  22. 

(n)  Thapfia  carroti  folio,  ditto,  148. 
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fully  variegated  by  poppies  ( 0 ),  bellflower  (/>),  gro- 

mel  (y),  comfrey  (r),  mullein  (/),  fage  (/),  rocket 
hedge-mu  hard  (x),  muftard  (jr)>  horned  pop^ 
py  (z),  great  variety  of  campions  (a),  pimper¬ 
nel 

(7)  Papaver  erraticum  majus,  C.  B.P.  171.. 

Papaver. 

Papaver  hortenfe  femine  albo  fativum  Diofcoridis  album  Plinio,  C.  B.  P.  170* 
(p)  Campanula  pentagoniae  flore  ampliflima  Thracica,  Tourn.  Infl.  312. 

{q)  Lithofpermum  minus  repens  latifolium,  C.  B.  P.  258. 

Lithofpermum  arvenfe  minus,  Infl:.  R.  H.  *37- 
(r)  Symphitum  orientale  echii  folio  ampliore  longiflimis  villis  horido  flore  croceo, 
T.  Cor. 

Symphitum  orientale  echii  folio  flore  alba  tenuiflimo,  ditto. 

(  f)  Verbafcum  pulverulentum  flore  luteo  parvo,  J.B.  iii.  872. 

(/)  Salvia  montana  maxima  foliis  hormini  flore  flavefcente,  Iafl.  R.H.  180. 

Salvia  major  calyce  florum  purpurafcente,  dittos 
Salvia  minor  aurita  &  non  aurita,  C.  B.  P.  237. 

(a)  Eruca  Halepenfis  caulibus  &  filiquis  hirfutis. 

Eruca  latitona  alba  fativa  Diofcoridis,  C.  B.  P.  98. 
lx)  Eryfimum  orientale  folio  fonchi  flore  fulphureo  filiquis  longiflimis,  Boe2. 
Ind.  Alt. 

Eryfimum  vulgare,  C.  B.  P.  100. 

An  Eryfimum  Grsecum  angnflifolium  majus  procerius  &  minus  hirfutum 
T.  Cor.  17. 

( y)  Sinapi  arvenfe  precox  femine  nigro,  Mor.  Hifi.  ii.  216. 

An  Sinapi  Graecum  maritimum  tenuiflime  laciniatum  flore  purpurafcente, 
T.  Cor.  17. 

(z)  Glaucium  flore  violaceo,  Inft.  R.  H.  254. 

Glaucium  flore  luteo,  ditto 

Glaucium  orientale  flore  magno  aureo,  T.Cor.  18. 

{a)  Lychnis  orientalis  faponariae  folio  fubhirfuto,  T.  Cor.  24. 

Lychnis  vifcofa  flore  mufcofo  minor,  H.R.Par. 

Lychnis  fylveflris  hirfuta  annua  flore  minore  carneo,  Mor.  Hifl.  ii.  541. 
Lychnis  fylveflris  quae  faponaria  vulgo,  Infl.  R.  H.  356. 

Lychnis  papaver  fpumeum  anguftifolio  glabra  flore  purpureo,  H.  R.  BloflV 
Lychnis  orientalis  calyce  pyramidato  flriato  longiflimo,  T.  Cor.  24.. 

Lychnis  fegetum  rubra  foliis  perfbliata,  C.  B.  P.  204. 

Lychnis  fylveflris  alba  fpica  reflexa,  Bot.  Monfp. 

Lychnis  fylveflris  pluribus  foliis  fimul  junftis,  C.  B.P.  205. 

Lychnis  fegetum  rubrum  foliis  perfoliatae  amplioribus  Juflieu. 

Lycfinis  fupina  ficula  calyce  ampliflimo  flriato,  T.  Cor.  24., 
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nel  (i),  figwort  (c),  berry  bearing  chickweed  (*)> 
flax  (e)y  corn-flag  (/),  lilly  daffodil  (g)9  larkfpur 
buglofs  (/),  ladies  bed-ftraw  (k)y  birthwort  (/)* 
ironwort  (;»),  fkull-cap  trifoil  (<?),  melilot 

(p)y  calves  fnout  ( q)%  Moldavian  balm  (r)>  me- 


Lychnis  fylveftris  vifcofa  rubra  alrera,  C.  B,  P..  205. 

Lychnis  orientalis  fupina  maritimi  capfulis  lychnidis  coronaria,  T.  Cor.  24; 
An  Lychnis  orientalis  minime  granimeo  folio  calyce  purpurafcente  ftriato, 
T.  Cor.  24. 

(b)  Anagallus  caeruleo  flore,  C.  B.  P.  252. 

(7)  Scrophularia  orientalis  chrylanthini'  folio-  flore  minimo  atro  purpureo,  TV 
Cor.  9. 

(d)  Cucubalus  Lugd.  1429. 

(e)  Linum  oriental©  pumilum  flore  luteo.  magno,  T.  Cor.  24:. 

Linum  fativum  humilius  flore  majore,  Mor.  Hift.  ii.  573. 

t/)‘Gladiolus  floribus  uno  verfo  difpofxtis  major  &  procerior  flore  purpureo  ru- 
bCnte,  C.  B.  P.  41 . 

(r)  Lilio  narciflus  polyanthus  flore  incarnato  fundo  ex  luteo  albefcente,  Sloan-. 

Lilio  narciflus  luteus  autumnalis  major,  Inft.  R.  H.  386. 

(b)  Delphinium  fegetum  flore  caeruleo,  Inft.  R.  H.  426. 

Delphinium  arvenfe  flore  verficolore,  Cluf.  App.  2. 

(;)  Bugloflum  anguftifolium  majus  flore  caeruleo,  C.  B.  P.  25 6. 

Buglol’fum  vulgare  albo  &  violaceo  colore,  H.  R.  Par. 

Bugloflum  fylveftre  minus,  C.  B.  P.  256. 

(k)  Galium  luteum,  C.  B.  P.  335. 

Galium  arvenfe  flore  caeruleo,  Inft.  R.  H.  1 i£; 

Galium  album  linifolium  Micheli. 

(/)  Ariftolochia  longa  vera,  C.  B.  P.  162. 

Ariftolochia  orientalis  foliis  lanceolatis.. 

(w)  Sideritis  orientalis  phlomidis  folio,  T.  Cor.  12. 

Sideritis  foliis  hirfutis  profunde  crenatus,  C.  B.P.  233. 

Sideritis  Cretica  vifeofa  anguftifolia,  Zan. 

(n)  Caflida  orientalis  chamedrys  folio  flore  luteo,  T.  Cor.  11. 

( p )  Trifolium  capitulo  fpumofo  afpero  majus,  C.B.  P.  3Z9. 

Trifolium  pratenle  luteum  capitulo  lupuli  vel  agrarium,  C.  B.  P.  328! 
Trifolium  pratenfe  album,  ditto,  327. 

Trifolium  ftellatum,  ditto,  329. 

Trifolium  cum  glamerulis  ad  caulium  nodos  rotundis,  Raii  Syn.  194. 

(■/>)  Melilotus  Meflanenfes  procumbens  foliculia  rugoiis  fublongis  fpicis  florum* 
brevibus,  RaiiHift.  952. 

Melilotus. 

(y)  Antirrhinum  arvenfe  majus,  C.  B;  P.  212. 

(rj  Moldavia. orientalis  falicis  folio  flore  parvo  c^ruleo,  T.  Cor.  1  r. 
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dick  (/),  reft  harrow  (s),  goats  rue  (if),  baftard  roc¬ 
ket  {u),  kidney  vetch  (at),  corn  fallet  (jr),  two  fpecies 
of  fatyrion  (sr),  knapweed  (#),  hatchet  vetch  (6),  co¬ 
lumbine  (c),  fcabious  (*/),  Nor  are  the  ftoney,  un¬ 
cultivated,  riling  grounds  without  their  plants  ;  as 
thyme  (<?),  vipers  buglofs  (/),  ground  pine  (g), 
crefs  ( ),  common  whitlow  grafs  (  i ),  mad- 

(/)  Medica  major  ereftior  floribus  purpurafcentibus,  J.  B.  ii.  382. 

Medica  cochleata  hxagwo;  capfula  rotunda  fpinofa  foliis  cleganter  diftedtis, 

H.  L.  Bat. 

Medica  fylveftris,  an.  Tourn.  4 7: 

Medica  orbiculata  elegans  orbiculis  circumoras  rugofis,  Rail  Hid:.  962. 

Medica  fylveftris  floribus  e  luteo  pallefcentibus,  Inft.  R.  H.  410. 

Medica  Cretiea  orbiculata  frudtu  utrinque  turbinato,  T.  Cor.  28. 

Medica  orbiculata  frudtu  la  to  ftmplice  voluto,  Raii  Hift.  962. 

(j)  Anonis  fpinis  carens  luteo  minor,  Bot.  Monfp. 

Anonis  flore  luteo  parvo,  H  R.  Par. 

(t)  Galega  vulgaris  floribus  cseruleis. 
v  (u)  Refeda  vulgaris,  C.  B.P,  100. 

(x)  Vulneraria  flore  purpurafcente,  Inft.  R.  H.  391. 

{ r)  Valerianella  frudlu  ftellato. 

(z)  Orchis. 

(a)  Jacea  montana  pumila  capite  magno  ftraboli,  J.  B.  iii.  30.  Centaurium  majus 
incanum  hurntle  capiti  pint ,  Inji.  R.  H.  448. 

{b)  Coronilla  Cretiea  herbacea  flore  parvo  purpurafcente,  T.  Cor.  44. 

(c)  Aquilegia  fylveftris,  C.  B.  P.  144. 

(d)  Scabiofa  orientals  argentea  foliis  inferioribus  incifis,  T.  Cor.  34. 

(e)  Thymus  vulgaris  tenuiore  folio,  C.  B.  P.  219. 

(/)  Echium  vulgare,  C.  B.  P.  254. 

Echium  majus  &  afperius  flore  diluto  purpureo,  Bot.  Monfp. 

Echium  foliis  anguftis  &  villofis,  Inft.  R.  H.  130. 

Echium  rorifmarini  folio,  ditto. 

Echium  Creticum  anguftifolium  rubrum,  C.  B.  P.  254. 

Echium  orientale  majus  &  afperius  flore  leucophseo,  T.  Cor. 

(g)  Chamaepytis  lutea  vulgaris,  five  folio  trifido,  C.B.P.  249. 

Chamaepytis  Auftriaca  Gerard.  Ruyfchiana  flore  caeruleo  magno,  Boer. 
"Ind.  Alter. 

V})  Nafturtium  orientale  foliis  inferioribus  millefolium,  fuperioribus  perfoliatum 
referentibus,  Inft.  R.  H.  214. 

Nafturtium  hortenfe  vulgatum,  C.  B.  P.  103. 
v)  Alyflon  vulgare  polygoni  folio  caule  nudo,  Inft.R.H.  217.  Paronychia  vulg. 
Dod.  pempt. 
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wort,  (k),  eryngo  (/),  St.  Foin  feveral  fpecies  birds 
.foot  ( 'n ),  horfe-lhoe  vetch  (o),  birds  foot  trefoil  (/;), 
moon  trefoil  (y),  vetch  feveral  kinds  (r),  milk  vetcli 
(/),  be  tony  (/),  knapweed  ( u )*. 

Among  the  rank  herbage  in  the  gardens  are 
found  at  this  feafon,  borage  (v),  Germa?i  mad  wort. 
( y  ),  hounds  tongue  (  sr ),  broom  rape  (  a 


(£)  Alyflon  orientale  polygoni  folio  flore  luteo,  T.  Cor. 

(/)  Eryngium  ftellatum  capitulis  c^ruleis  Rawolf. 

(m)  Onobrychis  foliis  viciae  frudtu  echinato  major  floribus  dilute  rubentibus>. 
C.  B.  P.  350. 

Onobrychis  orientalis  incano  flore  luteo  fruftu  magno  radiato,  T.  Cor.  26. 
Onobrychis  orientalis  Gelegae  foliis  ereclior  floribus  lineis  purpereis  utrinque: 
reticulato,  ditto. 

(v)  Ornithopodium  fcorpoides  filiqua  comprefla,  Inft.  R.  H.  400^ 

Ornithopodium  portulacas  folio,  ditto,  401. 

(5)  Ferrum  equinum  filiqua  flngulari,  C.  B.  P.  349.. 

(p)  Lotus. 

(7)  Medicago  annua  trifolii  facie,  Inft.  R.  H.  412. 

Medicago  vulnerarise  facie  Cretica,  ditto. 

(r)  Vicia  fegetum  filiquis  fmgularibus  glabris,  C.  B.  P.  345. 

Vicia  orientalis  flore  fuave  rubente  filiquis  breviffimis,  Boer.  Ind.  Alt.  2~ 

Vicia  fylveflris  hirfuta  incana,  C.B.P.  345. 

Vicia  anguftifolia  purpuro  violaceo  filiqua  lata  glabra,.  Bot.  Monfp. 

(J)  Aflragalus  orientalis  incanus  foliorum  alis  prodeuntibus,  T.  Cor.  28. 

Aflragalus  orientalis  incanus  foliorum  conjugationibus  denflflimus,  ditto,  29, 
Aflragalus  incanus  filiqua  incurva,  Bot.  Moiifp. 

Aflragalas  orientalis  maximus  incanus  eredtus  caule  ab  imo  ad  fummum  flo- 
rido,  T.  Cor.  29. 

Aflragalus  luteus  annuus  Monfpelianus  procumbenSj  Mor.  Hifl.  ii.  108. 

An.  Aflragalus  montanus  vel  onobrychis  aliis,  J.  B.  ii.  339. 

(r)  Betonica  orientalis  flderitidis  facie  flore  dilutiflime  purpiirafcente,  T.  Cor.  13* 
(v)  Jacea  montana  pumila  capite  magno  ftraboli,  J.  B.  iii.  30.  Centaurium  rna-?~ 
jus  circanum  humile  capite  pini,  Infl.  R.  H.  448. 

(x)  Borago  floribus  cseruleis,  J.  B.  iii.  574. 

(  y)  Afperago  vulgaris,  Inft.  R.  H;  i'35. 

(2)  Cynoglofliim  Creticum  latifolium  foetidum,  C.B.P.  257.. 

{a)  Orobanche  major  garophyllum  olen^s,  C.B.P.  87. 

Orobanche  fubcteruleo  flore  five  2  Ciuf.  Hifl.  271. 
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mint  (£),  rufh  (c),  balm  (d),  thyme  (e),  vervain 
(/),  dittander  (g),  hollyhock  (6),  cinquefoil  (/), 
lilly  (i),  burdock  (/  ),  but  in  fmall  quantity ;  mug- 
wort  O).  But  among  the  plants  that  adorn  the  fields 
at  this  feafon,  no  one  is  more  confpicuous  or  common 
than  the  lion-leaf  {n)  :  nor  fhould  we  here  omit  a 
beautiful  fpecies  of  henbane  (0),  with  a  fixong  mufk 
finell ;  which  fieems  to  be  the  hyofciamus  rubello  flore. , 
C.  B.P .  169.  though  the  peculiarity  of  its  fmell  I  do 
not  find  has  been  mentioned. 

As  the  heats  come  on,  the  few  following  plants  be¬ 
ing  of  a  hardier  nature,  are  the  only  ones  that  are  ca- 


V')  Mentha  fylveftris  longiore  folio,  C.  B.  P  227 
Mentha  anguttifolia  fpicata,  ditto. 

Mentha. 

(c)  Juncus. 

{d)  Melifla  hortenfis,  C.B.  P.  229. 

(e)  Thymus  vulgaris  tenuiore  folio,  C.  B.  P.  210. 

(/)  Verbena  tenuifolia,  C.  B.  P.  260. 

Verbena. 

U)  Lepidium  latifolium,  C.B.P.  97. 

f  Tc^unl  humile  minus  incanum  Alepicum,  Inil  RH  nfi 
l  )  M‘llVasrp0feap[t  fubr0,“"dO  «°-dilhi„sAbenteRCHB.2r63IJ.  A,ic% Lh, 

Malva  rofea  flore  candido,  ditto. 

(?)  Quinquefolium. 

(9  Lilium  album  vulgafe,  J  B.  ii.  685. 

-Lilium  purpuro  croceum  majus,  C.  B.  P  76 

(2)  teSr  ar^Um'Diofcorid*.  C.B.P.  IP8. 

W  Leontopetalon  for, is  coda:  ramofe  innafccntibus,  T  Cor 
Leontopetalon  foliis  coite  fimplici  inn^fcentibus  ditto  9‘ 

W  Hyofoamus  rubello  flore,  C.B.P.  169!  ’ 

Hyofciamus  vulgaris  vel  niger,  ditto. 

Fyofciamus  Creticus  lutetrs  major,  C  B.  Prodrom.  92. 
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pable  of  refilling  them.  Wild  or  Syrian  rue  (/>), 
bean  capers  (q),  capers  (r),  which  grow  in  plenty  on 
the  tops  of  old  houfes  ;  kings  lpear  ( f )  feveral  fpecies ; 
a  variety  of  liars  of  Bethlem  ( t ),  liquorice  (a),  night- 
Ihade  (x),  fennel  (y),  bleffed  thillle  (z),  wild  cucum¬ 
ber  (a).  Nothing  now  remains  of  the  fpring-plants  in 
the  open  fields. 

Of  the  plants  that  belong  to  the  fummer,  except 
the  following,  al  hagy  ( b ),  a  very  low  kind  of  acacia 
(c),  goats  thorn  (</),  kali  (e),  feveral  fpecies  of 


(/))  Ruta  fylveftris  flore  magno  albo,  C.  B.  P.  336.  Harmala  Dod.  pempt.  I2K 
Ruta  fylveftris  linifolia  Hifpanica,  Bocc.  Muf.  p.  ii.  82.  tab.  73* 

( q )  Tabago  Belgarum,  five  peplus  Parifienfium,  Lugd.  45^- 

(r)  Capparis  fpinofa  fnnftu  minore  folio  rotundo,  C.  B.  P.  480. 

(/)  Afphodelus  albus  ramofus  mas,  C.  B.  P.  28. 

Afphodelus  albus  minimus,  ditto,  29.. 

Afphodelus  luteus  &  flore  &  radice,  ditto,  28* 

Afphodelus  flore  fuave  rubente,  Lob.  Icon.  91. 

(/)  Ornithogalum  majus  fpicatum  flore  albo,  C.  B.  P.  70. 

Ornithogalum  anguftifolium  bulbiferum,  ditto,  7 1  ■  _ 

Ornithogalum  umbellatum  anguftifolium  medium,  ditto,  70. 

Ornithogalum  fpicatum  flore  viride  la&efcente,  ditto.  „ 

Ornithogalum  Byzantinum  flore  albo,  Inft.  R.  H.  380.  Hyauntbus  Jlellarii 
amoenus  f.01  e  albo ,  C .  B.  P .  4b* 

Ornithogalum  Lufitanicum  capillaceo  flore  luteo,  T.Inft.  380. 

(«)  Glycyrrhiza  filiquofa  vel  Germanica,  C.  B.  P.  35-1, 

(*)  Solanum  officinarum  acinis  luteis,  C.  B.  P.  166. 

Solanum  bacciferum  fruticofum,  ditto.  .  # 

(_y)  Foeniculum  fylveftre  perenne  fserulae  folio  brevion,  Inlt.  R.  H.  31 1. 

Foeniculum  dulce  majore  &  albo  femine,  ditto. 

Foeniculum  annuum  umbello  contrafta  oblonga,  ditto,  yjnaga,  J.ti.  3. 2.  3r. 
Foeniculum  orientale  cuminum  di<ftum,  Inft.  R.  H.  3*2. 

(z)  Cnicus  fylveftris  hirfutior  five  carduus  benedidlus,  C.B.  *37  • 

Cnicus  exiguus  capite  cancellato  femine  tomentofo,  Inft.  R.  H.  3^1. 

(a)  Cucumis  fylveftris  aflninus  diflus,  C.  B.  P.  3M*  Elatertutriy  oer .  In  . 

( b )  Al  hagy  Maurorum,  Rawolf  94.  T.  Cor.  54. 

( c )  Acacia.  ~  n 

\a)  Tragacantha  orientalis  humillima  incana  flore  psrpurante,  1 »  Cor.  29. 
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thirties  (/),  and  the  gundelia  (g)y  the  greateft  part  are  to 
be  found  under  the  fhade,  or  nigh  the  little  channels 
where  the  water  runs  in  the  gardens.  Molucca  balm  (£), 
bafe  horehound  (/),  baftard  horehound  (i)f  dwarf  olean¬ 
der  (/),  ricinoides  (m)y  thorn  apple  («),  tumfole  {o)y 
leadwort  (/>),  pimpernel  (y),  teafel  (r).  After  the 
£ril  rains  in  the  autumn,  the  fields  every  where 
throw  out  the  autumnal  lilly  daffodil  ;  and  the 
few  plants  which  had  ftood  the  fummer  now  glow 
with  frefh  vigour., 

Befides  what  plants  have  been  already  enumerated* 
the  country  produces  the  camomile-like  ox-eye  (/)>, 


(f)  Car  dulls  ftellatus  luteus  foliis  Cyani,  C.  B.  P.  387...  Spina  fol/liiiaJii,  Dock 

petnpt.  7 34. 

Carduus  orientalis  lanceolatus  flore  parva  purpureo,  T.  Cor.  31. 

Carduus  orientalis  calcitrapa  folio  flore  flavefcente  odoratiflimo,  ditto. 
Carduus  tomentofus  acanthi  folio  Alepicus  magno  flore,  Inft.  R.  H.  441. 

(g)  Gundelia  orientalis  acanthi  aculeati  folio  floribus  intenfe  purpureis  capitc 

araneofa  lanuguine  obfito*  T.  Cor-.  51  ... 

{b)  Molucca  Ixvis,  Dod.  pempt.  92. 

Molucca  fpinofa,  ditto. 

(2)  Stachys-major  Germanica,  C.  B.P.  236.. 

(b)  Marrubiura  nigrum  fcetidum  Ballote  Diofcoridis,  C.  B.  P.  230. 

(/)  Chamasnerion  villofum  majus  flore  parvo,  Inft.  R.  H.  303. 

(r;,)  Ricinoides  ex  qua  paratur  turnfol  Gallorum,  Inft.  R.  H.  655. 

Ricinoides  Americana  verbafci  folio,  Plum.  lat. 

{-'/)  Stramonium  fruftu  fpinofo  rotnndo  flore  albo  fimplice,  Inft.  R.  H.  I  l8i. 

( p )  Heliotropium  majus  Diofcoridis,  C.  B.  P.  253.. 

Heliotropium  minus  fupinum,  C.  B.  P.  ditto.. 

(p)  Plumbago  quorundam,  Cluf.  Hift.  123. 

(q)  Anagallis  cseruleo  flore. 

(r)  Dipiacus. 

(J)  Cotula  Cretica  montana  abrotani  folio,  T.  Cor.  37. 


fiieezwort 


CITY  op  ALEPPO.  43 

fneezwort  (t),  yarrow  (a),  cats  foot  (x),  fleabane  (j»), 
feveral  forts  of  grafs  (%),  ragweed  (a),  ftinking  orach 
[b),  wild  orach  (c),  vipers  grafs  (d)  ox-eye  (e),  May 
weed  (/),  com  marigold  (g),  goats  beard  (h)r  Achilles's 
yarrow  (i),  American  nightlhade  (k),  chickling  (/), 
chickling  vetch  (m),  French  honeyfuckle  («),  fever¬ 
few  (o),  chamomile  (p),  hemp  (y),  fharp-pointed 


(t)  Ptarmlca  orientalis  foliis  fantolini  incanis  femiflofculis  florum  pallide  k- 
teis,  ditto. 

Ptarmica  orientalis  fantolini  folio  radice  repente.  Miller. 

(a)  Millefolium  orientale  altiffimum  luteum  abrotani  folio,  T.  Cor.  37. 

(*)  Elichryfum  fylveftre  latifolium  flore  magno  fingulare,  Inft.  R.  H.  45a-. 

Conyza  orientalis  pumila  incana  ole*  folio.  T.  Cor.  33. 

(2)  Gramen  pratenfe. 

Gramen  fegetale. 

Gramen  panaceum. 

Gramen  dadtylum  ^Egyptiacum. 

/ a )  Jacobea  orientalis  cacali*  folio,  T.  Cor.  37. 

Jacobea  fenecionis  folio  tenuiflime  divifo  non  Incano  flore  magno. 

(b)  Chenopodium  foetidum,  Inft.  R.  H.  506. 

(c)  Chenopodium  folio  finuato  candicante,  ditto. 

Id)  Scorzonera  purpureo  flore  chalepenfe.  Cat.  Stirp.  Or. 

Scorzonera  foliis  laciniatis  fupina,  Bocc.  Boei .  Ind.  Alt* 

Scorzonera  latifolia  finuata,  C.  B»  P»  27s* 

{*)  Buphthalmum. 

1"^)  Chryfanthemum  majus  folio  profundus  laciniato  magno  flore,  C.  B.  P»  1 34» 

{h)  Tragopogon  purpureum. 

Tragopogon  pratenfe  luteum  majus,  C.  B.P*  274* 

(A  Achillea.  T, 

(k)  Phytolacca  Americana  major!  fructu,  Inft.  R.  H.  299. 

{A  Lathyrus  htifolius,  C.  B.  P.  344* 

Lathyrus  Baeticus  flore  luteo,  Park.  Theat>  1064. 

Lathyrus  luteus  latifolius,  Bot.  Monfp. 

Lathyrus  anguftilfimo  folio  femine  rotundo,  H.  R.  Par. 

(m)  Clymenum  Hifpanicum  flore  vario  flliqua  plana,  Inft.  R.  H.  39  • 

In)  Hedyfarum  clypeatum  flore  fuaviter  rubente,  Hort.  Eyit. 

(0)  Matricaria  orientalis  tannaceti  folio  incano, &  villofo  flore  parvo,  2*  Co  .  37*- 

(p)  Chamomaelum  Chium  vernum  folio  crafliore  flore  magno,  ditto. 
Chamomaeluin  orientale  foliis  pinnatis,  ditto. 

(q)  Cannabis.  dock 
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dock  (r),  bloodwort  ( /},  pellitory  of  the  wall  (/),  true 
maiden-hair  (u)y  nettle  (x)>  ftarry  hawkweed  fuccory 
groundfell  (z).  The  weeping  willow  (a)  fliould 
likewife  have  been  mentioned  before,  which  is  very 
common  in  the  gardens. 

And  the  river  affords  plenty  of  the  yellow  water- 
lilly  (6),  from  whence  the  natives  diftil  a  cordial-water 
much  ufed  by  them. 

I  never  travelled  through  Syria,  either  with  a  botani¬ 
cal  view,  or  at  the  proper  feafon  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  pre¬ 
tend  to  give  any  tolerable  account  of  the  plants  grow¬ 
ing  at  any  diftance  from  Aleppo .  The  few,  however, 
that  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  {hall  juft  mention. 
On  the  mountains  grow  feveral  forts  of  oaks,  pines, 
myrtle,  juniper,,  bay,  St.  Johns  bread,  kermes,  aza- 
role,  the  fruit  of  which  is  brought  to  market  in  the 
autumn  ;  and  the  andrachne  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  af¬ 
fords  nigh  one  half  of  the  wood  ufed  for  fuel  in  Aleppo* 


(0  Lapathum  scutum  five  oxylapatfcum,  J.  B.  ii,  983. 

(/)  Lapathum  folio  acuto  rubente,  C.  B.  P.  114. 

(?)  Parietaria  orientalis  polygani  folio  canafcente,  Hort.Pif. 

('“)  Adianthum  folns  coriandri,  C.  B;  P.  ore, 

(x)  Urticaurens  minor,  C.  B.  P  232  * 

™ide 

(.2)  Senecio  minus  vulgaris,  C.  B.  P 
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The  fhining  red  of  its  bark,  together  with  the  beauty 
of  its  flowers  and  fruit,  will,  I  doubt  not,  make  it 
efteemed  as  a  valuable  acquifition  to  the  Britijh  gar¬ 
dens,  if  it  agree  with  our  climate,  which  the  thriving 
condition  of  feveral  plants  raifed  here  feems  to  promife. 
The  bindweed  (c),  from  whence  the  Aleppo  fcammony 
of  the  {hops  is  procured,  does  not  grow  near  the  city, 
but  chiefly  on  the  mountains.  This  drug  is  the  infpif- 
fated  milky  juice  that  flows  from  the  root  by  incifion  ; 
and  each  produces  but  a  very  fmall  quantity.  As  the 
plant  grows  wild,  it  is  the  property  of  any  one  that 
will  take  the  trouble  to  look  for  it,  which  is  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  fome  peafants  at  the  proper  feafon  ;  and 
having  collected  what  they  can  of  the  milky  liquor, 
they  carry  it  to  the  neareft  village  of  any  note,  where 
there  are  always  fome  traders  (chiefly  Jews)  ready  to 
purchafe  it  of  them  ;  and  thefe  people  generally  mix 
it  with  wheat  flour,  fand,  afhes,  & fc.  fo  that  at  pre- 
fent  very  little  is  brought  quite  pure  to  market  at 
Aleppo .  It  does  not  appear  that  any  thing  it  is  adul¬ 
terated  with  increafes  its  violence  in  operating ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  purer  the  fcammony,  the  fmaller  I  have 
always  found  the  dofe  :  fo  that  the  notion  of  its  being 
mixed  with  the  juice  of  the  fpurge  feems  without  foun¬ 
dation.  However,  the  proportion  of  the  heteroge- 

(r)  Convolvulus  Syriacus.  Scatnmonia  Syriaca,  C.B.  P.294, 
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neous  fubftances  mixed  with  it  being  various,  renders 
the  dofe  of  the  medicine  as  found  in  the  ffiops  very 
uncertain,  and  io  occafions  its  being  feldomer  pre- 
fcribed  than  fo  fafe  and  efficacious  a  purgative  other- 
wife  deferves.  For  further  particulars  relating  to  this 
plant,  fee  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries ,  Vol.  I. 
— r — At  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  a  catalogue  of  fuch 
other  plants  as  have  come  within  my  obfervation  on 
the  mountains,  and  in  other  parts  of  Syria  (d). 

'•  There 


( d )  Siliquaftrum,  Call:.  Dur.  415. 

Cotinus  coriaria,  Dod.  P.  780. 

Tamarifcus  Germanicus,  Lob.  Icon.  218. 

Vitex  foliis  anguftioribus  cannabis  modo  difpofltis,  C.  B.  P.  475. 

Paliurus,  Dod.  pemp.  756. 

Agnus  callus. 

Emerus  CasfaJpini. 

Colutea  foliolis  ovatis  integerrimis  caule  fruticofo. 

Erica  humilis  cortice  cinericeo  arbuti  flare  albo,  H.  R.  Par. 

Ciftus  fcemina  folio  falviae  elatior  &  redtis  virgis,  C.  B.  P. 

Ciftus  mas  folio  oblongo  incano,  C.  B.P. 

Genifta  tindloria  Lufitanica  maxima,  Inft.  R.  H. 

AriAolochia  Cretica  fcandens  altiflimae  piftalochiaj  foliis. 

Securidaca  lutea,  C.  B. 

Valeriana  hortenfis,  C.  B. 

Echium  Creticum. 

An.  Valeriana  orientals  minime  flore  leucophseo. 

Tithymalus  myrfinites  anguftifolius,  C.  B.  P. 

Horminum  orientale  annuum  fativo  fimile  coma  carens  flore  violaceo. 
Trifolium  bituminofum  arboreum  anguftifolium  ac  fempervirens,  Hort.  Cartk 
An.  Campanula  anguftifolia  pumila  floribus  csruleis  uno  verfu  difpofitis. 
Bupleurum  orientale  anguftifolium  femine  longiore. 

Bryonia  Cretica  maculata,  C.  B. 

Cuminoides. 

Chamaedrys  Alpina  frutefcens  folio  fplendente. 

Gallium  montanum  latifolium  ramofum. 

Quinquefolium  orientale  eredtum  montanum  hirfutum  luteum  flore  majore. 
Anonis  vifcofa  fpinis  carens  lutea  major,  C.  B.  P. 

"Cannabina  Cretica  frudlifera. 

An.  Phlomis  orientalis  hormini  folio  flore  minore  calyce  Glabro. 
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There  are  no  metals  found  any  where  near  Aleppo , 
or,  fo  far  as  I  know  of,  in  all  Syria  ;  though  fome  of 
the  rocky  hills  from  their  appearance  feem  to  contain 
an  iron  ore.  Nigh  to  Antioch  a  few  garnets  are  picked 
up,  but  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  foil  has  been  already  mentioned.  They  have 
fcarce  any  clay  ;  and,  what  they  do  meet  with,  has  fo 
little  tenacity,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  form 
a  very  ordinary  fort  of  bricks  ;  which,  as  well  as  the 
water-jars  they  make  of  it,  frequently  fall  to  pieces  of 
themfelves.  The  potters  clay,  of  which  the  boles  of 
their  pipes  are  made,  is  brought  from  Damafcus  and 
Si  don.. 


Phlomis  orientalis  anguflo  &  longiore  folio  flore  luteo. 
Elichryfum  montanum  longiore  folio  &  flore  purpurec. 
Elichryfum  anguftifolium  incanum  maximo  flore. 
Onobrychis. 

Thymbria  legitima,  Cluf. 

Alyflon  fruticcfum  incanum. 

Clematites. 

Carduus  Creticus  rapifolio. 

Staechas  purpurea,  C.  B.  P. 

Vulner aria  flore  purpurafcente. 

Paftinaca  fylveftris  altiflime. 

Aftragalus  Alpinus  procerior  alepecuroides. 

Eunaria  leucoii  folio  flliqua  oblonga  majore. 

Nigella  orientalis  flore  flavefcente  femine  alato  piano, 
Atriplex  latifolia  five  halimus  fruticofus,  Mor.  Hift. 

An.  Thymellaea  Cretica  oleae  folio  utrinque  glabro, 
Marrubium  fideritidis  folio  flore  luteo. 

Satureia  fativa. 

Vida  perennis  incana  multiflora,  Bot.  Monfp,. 
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About  fix  hours  from  Aleppo  is  found  a  fort  of  ful¬ 
lers  earth,  called  by  the  natives  bayloon ,  which  is  of¬ 
ten  ufed  in  the  bagnio  inftead  of  foap,  and  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  women  for  cleanfing  their  hair  ;  for  which 
purpofe  it  is  kept  in  balls,  made  up  with  rofe-leaves, 
to  give  it  an  agreeable  fmell.  I  may  add,  that  a  good 
deal  of  it  is  ate  by  longing  women,  and  fuch  as  have 
a  depraved  appetite  from  a  chlorofis. 

For  common  buildings  they  make  ufe  of  a  white 
gritty  ftone,  every  where  plenty  about  the  town  ;  and 
is  very  proper  for  the  purpofe,  as  it  is  eafily  cut,  and 
grows  hard  afterwards.  For  the  gateways,  pillars,  and 
pavements  of  their  belt  buildings,  they  employ  a  yel¬ 
low  marble,  which  is  capable  of  a  tolerable  polifh, 
and  is  likewife  the  produce  of  this  country.  This  is 
often  intermixed  with  a  red,  white,  and  coarfe  black 
marble  in  their  buildings,  by  way  of  ornament.  None 
of  the  three  laft  mentioned  are  found  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Aleppo ;  being  brought,  the  firft  from 
Damafcus ;  the  fecond,  either  from  Italy,  or  extracted 
from  old  buildings,  chiefly  about  Antioch ;  and  the 
laft,  both  from  Damafcus  and  Killis.  When  they  are 
in  want  of  the  red,  they  can  dye  the  yellow  marble  of 
Aleppo ,  fo  as  to  have  much  the  fame  appearance,  by 
rubbing  it  over  with  oil,  and  then  putting  it  into  a 

moderately 
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moderately-hot  oven  for  fome  hours.  The  flight  par¬ 
tition-walls  are  built  . of  a  coarfe  fort  of  chalk,  of  which 
there  is  abundance  to  the  northward  of  the  city. 

Lime-ftone  is  met  with  in  plenty  near  the  city,  af¬ 
fording  them  good  cement  for  their  buildings ;  which 
they  carry  on  with  great  eafe  and  dexterity,  and  gene¬ 
rally  without  any  fcaffolding.  A  few  hours  diftance  is 
found  the  gypfum  in  fmall  quantities,  of  which  their 
plaifter  of  Paris  is  made.  This  is  chiefly  ufed  in  ce¬ 
menting  the  earthen  pipes  employed  in  carrying  wa¬ 
ter,  and  for  a  few  other  purpofes  about  their  beft 
buildings. 

About  eighteen  miles  fouth-eaft  from  Aleppo ,  is  a 
large  plain,  which  we  generally  call  the  V alley  of 
Salt ,  bounded  with  low,  rocky  hills,  fo  as  to  form  a 
kind  of  natural  bafon,  which  kdep  in  the  rains  de¬ 
fending  from  them,  together  with  the  water  derived 
from  a  few  fprings  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  caufe 
the  whole  to  be  entirely  covered  with  water  in  the 
winter.  The  extent  and  evennefs  of  the  furface,  how¬ 
ever,  prevents  this  water  from  collecting  to  any  great 
depth ;  fo  that  it  is  foon  evaporated,  and  leaves  a  cake 
of  fait  in  fome  places  not  lefs  than  half  an  inch  thick, 
but  it  is  more  or  lefs  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
rain  that  falls  in  the  winter  ;  and  with  this  cruft  the 

H  whole 
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whole  inclofed  plain  is  covered.  The  foil  of  this  plain 
is  a  ftift  clay,  and  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fait ;  but 
I  could  not  difcover  that  the  fprings  above  mentioned 
had  any  tafte  communicated  by  this  mineral* 

In  the  month  of  Augujl  a  number  of  people  are 
employed  in  gathering  this  fait ;  which  is  of  a  good 
quality,  and  in  quantity  proves  fufficient  to  fupply  all 
this  part  of  the  country. 

♦ 

What  few  black  cattle  they  have  near  the  city,  are 
chiefly  ufed  for  the  plough,  or  drawing  water  for  the 
gardens.  The  greateft  part  of  thofe  employed  for  this 
purpofe  are  very  large,  with  remarkably  long  legs,  and 
a  gaunt  belly,  fuch  as  we  often  fee  on  antique  intaglios. 

The  other  cattle  of  this  fpecies  are  fmall,  and  all  in 
general  have  very  fliort  horns. 

The  Turks  or  Jews  fcarce  ever  eat  beef,  and  it  is 
but  of  late  that  the  Chrijlians  have  begun  to  be  fond 
of  it ;  fo  that  what  is  killed  is  chiefly  for  the  Euro¬ 
peans,  who  hare  it  tolerably  good  at  all  feafons,  but 
bed:  in  fummer,  as  the  natives  to  this  day  religioufly 
offeree  the  ancient  cuftom  of  allowing  the  oxen  em¬ 
ployed  in  feparating  the  corn  from  the  ftraw  to  eat 
what  they  pleafe„ 
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In  fome  parts  of  Syria  there  are  abundance  of  buf¬ 
faloes,  but  near  Aleppo  very  few,  and  thefe  chiefly 
kept  for  milk.  Mutton  is  plentiful,  fat,  and  good 
the  whole  year,  except  a  few  weeks  in  the  fpring,  and 
makes  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  animal  food  of 
all  ranks  of  people.  Lamb  is  alfo  to  be  had  in  every 
feafon,  but  in  greateft  plenty  in  February ,  March , 
and  April . 

They  have  two  forts  of  fheep  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aleppo  :  the  one  called  Beduin  fheep,  which  differ 
in  no  refpe6t  from  the  larger  kinds  of  fheep  in  Britain , 
except  that  their  tails  are  fome  what  longer  and  thicker  : 
the  others  are  thofe  often  mentioned  by  travellers  on 
account  of  their  extraordinary  tails ;  and  this  fpecies 
is  by  much  the  moft  numerous.  This  tail  is  very 
broad  and  large,  terminating  in  a  fmall  appendix  that 
turns  back  upon  it.  It  is  of  a  fubftance  between  fat 
and  marrow  ;  and  is  not  eaten  feparately,  but  mixed 
with  the  lean  meat  in  many  of  their  diflies,  and  alfo 
often  ufed  inftead  of  butter.  A  common  fheep  of  this 
fort,  without  the  head,  feet,  fkin,  and  entrails,  weighs 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  Aleppo  rotolces  (*),  of  which 
the  tail  is  ufually  three  rotoloes  or  upwards ;  but  fuch  as 


(e)  A  rotoloe  of  Jteppo  is  five  pounds. 
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are  of  the  largeft  breed,  and  have  been  fattened,  will 
fometimes  weigh  above  thirty  rotoloes,  and  the  tails  of 
thefe  ten;  a  thing  to  fome  fcarce  credible.  Thele 
very  large  fheep  being  about  Aleppo  kept  up  in  yards, 
are  in  no  danger  of  injuring  their  tails ;  but  in  fome 
other  places,  where  they  feed  in  the  fields,  the  fhep- 
herds  are  obliged  to  fix  a  piece  of  thin  board  to  the  un¬ 
der  part  of  the  tail,  to  prevent  its  being  torn  by  bufhes, 
thirties,  &c.  as  it  is  not  covered  underneath  with 
thick  wool  like  the  upper  part ;  and  fome  have  fmall 
wheels,  to  facilitate  the  dragging  of  this  board  after 
them  ;  whence,  with  a  little  exaggeration,  the  ftory 
of  having  carts  to  carry  their  tails. 

This  thin  fkin  on  the  under  part  of  the  tail  is  much 
ufed  by  the  natives  for  pains  and  fwellings  of  all  forts, 
beirig  applied  warm  to  the  part  affedted,  and  allowed 
to  remain  on  till  it  ftinks  abominably  ;  and  as  they  are 
very  often  applied  to  the  head  and  abdomen  in  fevers, 
this  laft  circumftance  makes  them  prove  generally  de¬ 
trimental  :  and  indeed  I  have  feldom,  if  ever,  feen 
much  benefit  received  by  their  application,  except  in 
fome  old  rheumatic  pains. 

They  have  alfo  two  kinds  of  goats ;  one  that  dif¬ 
fers  little  from  the  common  fort  in  Britain  ;  the  other 
as  remarkable  for  the  length  of  its  ears,  as  the  fheep 

above 
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above  mentioned  for  the  largenefs  of  their  tails.  The 
fize  of  the  animal  is  fomewhat  larger  than  ours ;  but 
their  ears  are  often  a  foot  long,  and  broad  in  propor¬ 
tion.  They  are  chiefly  kept  for  their  milk,  of  which 
they  yield  no  inconflderable  quantity  ;  and  it  is  fweet, 
and  well- tailed.  Great  numbers  of  them  are  brought 
to  the  city  about  the  beginning  of  April ,  and  are  drove 
through  the  ftreets  every  morning,  and  their  milk  fold 
as  they  pafs,  till  September .  The  other  part  of  the 
year  they  are  generally  fupplied  with  cows  milk,  fuch 
as  it  is  ;  for  as  they  are  commonly  kept  at  the  gar¬ 
dens,  and  fed  with  their  refufe,  the  milk  generally 
taftes  fo  flrong  of  garlick  or  cabbage  leaves,  as  to  be 
very  difagreeable.  Befldes  the  milk  of  the  goats,  their 
kids  add  fome  part  to  the  diet  of  the  inhabitants,  a 
few  being  killed  in  the  fpring  and  autumn. 

Butter  and  cheefe,  both  of  which  are  bad,  are  made 
indifcriminately  of  the  milk  from  cows,  buffaloes, 
fheep,  or  goats  :  and  the  city  is  fupplied  with  thefe 
things,  as  well  as  with  cattle  of  all  kinds,  by  the 
Arabs ,  Rujhwans>  or  Turkmen  ;  all  of  whom  place 
their  wealth,  or  at  leaft  derive  their  fubffftence  from 
thofe  animals,  and  travel  about  the  country  with  their 
flocks,  much  in  the  fame  way  as  the  patriarchs  did 
of  old. 
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Leban  (/)  is  brought  in  great  plenty  to  the  city 
during  the  winter  and  fpring,  and  is  a  favourite  difh 
with  the  inhabitants. 

The  country  round  Aleppo  abounds  with  antelopes  ; 
which  are  of  two  forts  :  that  which  is  called  the 
mountain  antelope  is  the  moft  beautiful ;  its  back  and 
neck  are  of  a  dark  brown  colour  :  the  antelope  of  the 
plain  is  not  either  fo  fwift  or  well-made,  and  is  of  a 
much  lighter  colour.  Both  forts  afford  no  fmall  di- 
verlion  to  the  fportfmen ;  but  are  fo  extremely  fleet,  that 
the  greyhounds,  though  very  good,  can  feldom  take 
them  without  the  afliftance  of  a  falcon,  unlefs  in  foft 
deep  ground.  In  the  fporting  feafon  they  are  lean,  but 
have  a  good  flavour.  In  the  fummer,  when  fat,  they 
may  vie  even  with  our  venifon  in  England.  But  this 
is  to  be  underftood  of  fuch  as  are  caught  abroad,  for 
thofe  that  have  been  fattened  in  the  houfes  are  not  fo 
delicious.  From  this  account  it  will  eaflly  be  con¬ 
ceived,  that  fuch  dainties  only  make  their  appearance 

(/)  Leban  is  a  coagulated  four  milk,  ufually  prepared  by  boiling  the  milk, 
and,  when  hot,  putting  a  fmall  proportion  of  leban  into  it,  which  coagulates  the 
whole  before  next  morning.  How  it  was  made  originally,  I  could  never  learn,  the 
natives  never  ufmg  any  other  than  the  above  method  :  but,  from  fome  experi¬ 
ments  which  I  have  been  told  were  made,  it  would  appear,  that  by  firft  letting 
fome  milk  Hand  till  four,  then  putting  a.  little  of  it  to  fome  frelh  milk,  which  it 
will  turn  alfo,  next  day  repeating  the  fame  with  this  new-turned  milk,  and  fo 
continuing  for  a  number  of  days,  one  may  at  laft  produce  the  true  leban. 
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at  the  tables  of  the  Europeans ,  and  a  few  of  the  more 
confiderable  Turks . 

Hares  are  in  great  plenty,  and  alfo  afford  good  fport ; 
but  the  natives  are  not  fond  of  them,  except  the 
Arabs ,  whofe  method  of  drefling  them  is  particular, 
and  faid  to  be  very  good.  They  dig  a  hole  in  the 
earth,  which  they  fill  with  fuch  light  bruflxwood  as 
they  can  pick  up,  and  fet  it  on  fire  :  when  thoroughly 
lighted,  the  hare,  the  flue,  the  entrails,  and  all  toge¬ 
ther  juft  as  it  was  taken,  is  thrown  into  it ;  and,  after 
the  flame  has  ceafed,  they  cover  the  hole  up  with  the 
loofe  earth  that  had  been  dug  out  of  it,  and  which  at 
firft  had  been  laid  round  the  verge  of  the  fire,  fo  as  to 
grow  hot :  thus  it  is  left  till  they  judge  it  to  be  fuffi- 
ciently  roafted,  when  throwing  a  quantity  of  fait  over 
it,  they  eat  it  without  any  further  drefling. 

*  .  *4% 

A  few  tame  rabbits  are  kept  in  the  city,  chiefly  for 
the  tables  of  the  Europeans  \  and  now  and  then  a  wild 
hog  is  brought  from  abroad,  which,  though  feldom 
fat,  yet  is  efteemed  by  us,  as  it  is  a  rarity. 

The  country  alfo  affords  a  few  porcupines,  which  are 
fometimes,  though  feldom,  ate  by  the  Europeans ;  and 
land-turtle  and  frogs  in  great  abundance,  which  furnifli 
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a  difh  for  the  Franks  of  the  Romijh  religion,  and  for 
many  of  the  native  Chriftians,  in  their  lents. 

Thefe  are  the  animals  which  are  commonly  drefled 
for  food  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo  ;  for  the  camel, 
though  reckoned  a  delicious  morfel  by  the  Arabsy 
makes  no  part  of  their  diet.  This  creature,  however, 
is  of  the  utmofl  confequence  to  them  in  tranfporting 
from  place  to  place  every  thing  for  which  they  have 
occafion  ;  there  being  no  fuch  thing  as  a  wheel-car¬ 
riage  in  all  this  part  of  the  country,  except  a  very 
clumfy  machine,  now  and  then  ufed  for  bringing  large 
pillars^  or  other  ftones  of  great  weight,  from  the 
quarry. 

There  are  four  forts  of  camels  known  here,  viz.  the 
"Turkman  camel,  the  Arab  camel,  the  dromedary,  and 
the  camel  with  two  bunches  on  its  back. 

The  Turkman  camel  is  much  ftronger,  larger,  more 
woolly  or  hairy,  and  of  a  darker  colour,  than  any  of 
the  others.  Their  common  load  is  160  rotoloes,  or 
800  pounds ;  but  fometimes  it  carries  much  more.  This 
animal  cannot  bear  heat,  and  therefore  they  never 
work  it  in  the  months  of  June. ,  July ,  and  Auguft. 


The 
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The  Arab  camel  is  much  fmaller  than  the  former, 
of  a  lighter  colour,  and  not  fo  hairy.  This  feldom 
carries  above  ioo  rotoloes,  but  can  bear  the  heat  and 
third:  much  better  than  the  Turhna?i ;  nor  is  there  any 
need  that  the  Arab  camel  be  fed  with  barley,  flour,  and 
chopp’d  draw;  for  the  dry  thidles,  and  other  plants  which 
grow  on  the  defart,  are  almofl  all  it  requires,  and  it 
feeds  as  it  goes  along  with  its  burthen.  I  remember 
an  indance,  where,  in  a  caravan  from  Bujjorah ,  the 
camels  which  were  of  this  fort  travelled  without  water 
for  fifteen  days ;  but  the  quantity  they  drank  as  foon 
as  they  could  come  at  any,  proved  fatal  to  many  of 
them. 

The  dromedary,  by  all  I  could  ever  difcover,  is  no¬ 
thing  but  a  high  breed  of  the  Arab  camel.  The  only 
didindion  obferved  is,  that  it  is  of  a  lighter  and  hand- 
fomer  make ;  and,  indead  of  the  folemn  walk  to  which 
the  others  are  accudomed,  it  paces,  and  is  generally 
edeemed  to  go  as  far  in  one  day  as  the  others  do  in 
three. 

The  camel  with  two  bunches  on  its  back  is  of  Per - 
fian  breed,  and,  except  a  few  that  come  in  the  cara¬ 
vans  from  Bagdad  and  Bujforah ,  is  but  feldom  feen 
here.  The  only  didindion  between  it  and  the  Arab 

I  camel 
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camel  feems  to  be  its  having  two  bunches,  whereas  the 
other  forts  have  but  one. 

> 

In  mentioning  their  beads  of  burthen,  the  afs  ought 
not  to  be  omitted  :  of  which  they  have  two  forts  ; 
one  very  large,  with  remarkably  long  ears ;  the  other 
fmall,  and  much  like  ours  in  England ;  both  of  no 
contemptible  ufe  in  carrying  all  lighter  burdens  to  and 
from  the  parts  adjacent  to  the  city. 

Formerly  this  part  of  the  country  was  famous  for 
fine  horfes ;  and  though  many  good  ones  are  ftill  bred 
here,  it  may  be  faid  they  are  much  degenerated. 
Thofe  of  the  Arab  breed  are  flight,  and  not  very  hand- 
fome,  but  efteemed  for  their  fleetnefs.  The  Turkman 
horfes  are  larger,  of  a  ftronger  make,  and  more  fightly 
appearance  ;  and  therefore  more  valued  by  the  people 
of  fafhion  among  the  Turks ,  whofe  large  furniture  does 
not  fhow  to  advantage^  upon  a  fmall  horfe.  They  are 
for  the  moft  part  very  well  broke,  and  particularly 
taught  to  go  off  in  full  fpeed  at  once,  and  flop  as 
quickly ;  fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  yards  the  rider 
can  lay  them  out  at  full  ftretch,  and  flop  and  turn 
them.  Far  the  greater  part  are  ftone-horfes,  but  in 
general  not  vicious ;  and  it  is  obferved  of  moft  of  their 
animals,  that  they  are  exceeding  gentle  and  familiar 
with  the  human  fpecies. 
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Among  the  rocky  hills  there  are  hysenas ;  but  they 
are  not  fo  large  as  thofe  which  are  found  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  (g). 

If  this  animal  could  formerly  imitate  the  human 
voice,  and  learn  fome  of  the  fhepherds  names,  fo  as  to 
call  them  out  and  devour  them,  as  fome  writers  have 
reported,  it  is  more  than  they  do  at  prefent,  being,  fo 
far  as  I  can  learn,  fonder  of  the  flocks  than  of  the 
fhepherd.  However,  though  they  will  not  attack  men 
but  in  their  own  defence,  or  through  excefs  of  hunger ; 


(g)  I  differed  a  male  of  this  fpecies,  which  was  fhot  a  few  hours  from  the  city. 
It  was  a  little  bigger  than  a  large  maftiff-dog,  which  it  refembled  in  many  re- 
fpe&s.  Its  colour  was  grey,  and  ftreaked  tranfverfely  with  black  ;  the  hair  harfh, 
and  fomewhat  longer  than  that  of  a  dog  ;  and  from  the  hind-part  of  the  head, 
down  the  neck  and  back,  it  had  a  long  white  mane,  as  defcribed  by  Ariftotle  *. 
The  opinion  of  this  animal’s  being  incapable  of  moving  the  neck,  &c‘  f,  is  with¬ 
out  foundation,  it  having  vertebrae,  and  as  eafy  a  motion  of  the  head  as  dogs,  or 
other  animals  of  that  fpecies.  I  could  not  obferve  any  thing  in  the  eye  particular 
when  dead :  however,  as  I  faw  it  not  alive,  I  cannot  contradidl  what  Pliny  fays, 
Oculis  milb  ejfe  varietates  colorumque  mutatioves.  Juft  over  the  anus  was  an  aper¬ 
ture,  which  at  ftrft  fight  appeared  like  a  female  pudendum,  but  proved  on  exa¬ 
mination  only  a  fhallow  kind  of  fack.  Its  ufe  I  could  not  find  out :  but  this 
feems  to  have  given  rife  to  what  the  ancients  report  of  this  animal,  and  what  the 
natives  of  this  country  ftill  believe,  viz.  that  it  changes  its  fex  every  year.  1  he 
penis  differed  from  that  of  a  dog,  in  having  no  bone.  The  fcrotum  was  but 
final],  and  at  firft  fight  feeined  to  contain  but  one  tefticle,  the  other  being 
clofe  bound  up  by  the  (kin,  fo  as  not  to  appear  externally.  The  vafa  praepa- 
rantia  and  deferentia  were  traced  from  the  tefticle  through  the  rings  of  the 
mufcles ;  but  they  were  unfortunately  cut  out  with  the  entrails,  which  the  per- 
fon  who  killed  the  animal  had  thrown  away  for  the  lighter  carriage. 

*  Hid.  Animal,  lib.  8.  cap  899. 

■f  Plin.  Hill.  Natural,  vo'.  2.  kb.  8.  p.  184. 
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yet  they  ftill  retain  the  charader  of  robbing  fepulchres 
when  they  have  an  opportunity . 

Wolves  and  foxes  are  found  in  the  champaign,  but 
{mailer  than  thofe  in  Europe  \  and  jackalls  are  in  fo 
great  plenty  about  the  gardens,  that  they  pafs  in  num¬ 
bers  like  a  pack  of  hounds  in  full  cry  every  evening, 
giving  not  only  difturbance  by  their  noife,  but  making 
free  with  the  poultry  and  other  provilions,  if  very  good 
care  is  not  taken  to  keep  them  out  of  their  reach. 

I  might  be  excufed  from  mentioning  their  dogsr 
which  abound  in  the  ftreets  without  any  owner,  were  it 
not  that  I  think  it  worth  obferving,  that  though  they 
live  upon  the  moft  putrid  fubftances,  have  but  little 
water,  and  in  fo  exceffive  hot  a  climate  as  this  is  in 
the  fummer,  yet  no  inftance  has  been  known  of  any 
of  them  running  mad.  Their  wolves  however  feem  to 
be  fubjed  to  madnefs  \  for  the  rufticks  talk  much  of 
an  animal  called  a  Jheeb ,  which  they  imagine  to  be  ge¬ 
nerated  between  a  wolf  and  a  dog  \  but,  from  their 
defcription  of  it,  viz.  that  it  is  fo  like  a  wolf  as  not  to 
be  diftinguifhed  from  it ;  that  it  attacks  every  perfon 
or  animal  that  comes  in  its  way,  all  of  whom  die 
raving  mad,  &c.  I  think  it  would  appear  that  this 
animal  is  no  other  than  a  mad  wolf. 


Their 
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Their  greyhounds  are  of  a  very  light,  {lender  make, 
and  remarkably  fleet.  Their  ears  are  longer  than  ours  in 
Britain,  and,  as  well  as  their  tail,  covered  with  a  long, 
foft  hair,  which  adds  very  much  to  their  beauty. 


Though  Mount  Taurus ,  near  to  Maraajh ,  gives  {bel¬ 
ter  to  the  ounce,  and  fome  few  tygers  are  found  in 
moft  of  the  high  mountains,  the  lion  on  the  Eu¬ 
phrates  between  Bagdad  and  Bujjorah ,  and  the  jerboa 
on  the  defart,  and  perhaps  on  examination  many  other 
animals  in  the  fame  places ;  yet  my  prefent  purpofe 
only  comprehending  the  parts  adjacent  to  Aleppo ,  what 
I  have  already  faid  on  this  fubjed  may  perhaps  be 
thought  fufficient. 


As  to  reptiles,  infeds,  &c.  time  would  not  permit 
me  to  be  minute  ;  fo  that  I  fhall  juft  mention  fuch 
as  are  hurtful  or  of  ufe  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a  few 
of  thofe  that  are  moft  commonly  met  with.  Of  the 
firft  fort  are  the  ferpents  of  various  kinds,  with  which 
the  country  abounds,  many  of  them  of  the  moft  veno¬ 
mous  nature ;  but  as  they  all  fly  from  man,  and  the 
barrennefs  of  the  fields  in  fummer,  the  only  feafon  in 
which  they  are  abroad,  prevents  either  their  being  fur- 
prifed,  or  people’s  treading  upon  them  undefignedly, 

no  great  number  of  accidents  happen.  In  the  houfes 

there 
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there  are  often  found  large  white  fnakes ;  but  I  never 
knew  any  one  bit  by  them.  The  fcolopendra  and 
fcorpion  however  very  often  fling  the  natives  in  their 
houfes,  cauling  pain  for  feveral  hours,  but  attended 
with  no  farther  bad  confequences. 

Of  the  noxious  kind  may  well  be  reckoned  the  lo- 
cuft,  which  fometimes  arrive  in  fuch  incredible  multi¬ 
tudes,  that  it  would  appear  fabulous  to  relate,  deftroy- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  verdure  where-ever  they  pafs  :  but 
though  there  are  always  in  the  fpring  and  fummer 
fome  of  two  or  three  different  Ipecies  to  be  met  with 
about  Aleppo ,  yet  none  of  thefe  deftrudtive  flights  of 
them  appeared  during  my  flay  there.  It  may  not  be 
amifs  to  mention  that  the  Arabs  eat  this  infedt  when 
frefh,  and  alfo  fait  them  up  as  a  delicacy. 

Of  infedls  for  ufe,  we  have  only  the  bee,  which 
produces  excellent  honey,  and  the  fllk-worm,  now 
fufficiently  known  all  over  Europe ,  as  well  as  the  me¬ 
thod  of  managing  them  in  order  to  procure  the  fllk  ;  of 
which  there  is  but  very  little  made  nigh  Aleppo  :  though 
that  being  the  market  to  which  it  is  brought  from  all 
parts  of  Syria,  great  quantities  are  fent  from  thence 
yearly  to  Britain. 

Various 
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Various  forts  of  lizards  are  found  in  great  abundance 
over  the  whole  country,  and  in  the  gardens  a  few  tree- 
frogs  (h).  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  toads  are  fcarce 
ever  feen  here,  though  common  enough  upon  the  coaft. 

The  view  with  which  thefe  fheets  were  compofed,  it 
is  hoped,  will  fufficiently  apologize  for  beginning  the 
account  of  the  feathered  tribe  with  fuch  as  are  ufed 
for  food  by  the  inhabitants.  Of  domeftic  fowls,  they 
have  in  their  markets,  the  dunghill  cock  and  hen  (/)  j 
the  Bagdad  fowl  which  is  of  a  large  breed ;  the  rum- 
kin  (k),  or  cock  and  hen  without  rumps  ;  the  turkey 
(/),  goofe  (m),  and  duck  (»).  Of  game  there  are  on 
the  river  in  winter,  the  water  hen  (0),  water  rail  (/>)* 
wild  goofe  (y),  plenty  of  common  wild  duck  and  mal¬ 
lard  (r),  feveral  kinds  of  widgeon  (/),  coot  (t),  fpoon- 
bill  (u),  and  various  forts  of  teal  (*),  with  which  the 

(b)  Rana  arborea,  feu  ranunculus  viridis. 

(/)  Gallus  gallinaceus  &  gallina  domeftica. 

(4)  Gallus  &  gallina  ex  Perfia. 

(/)  Gallo  pavo. 

(m)  Anfer. 

'•  (t/)  Anas. 

(9)  Galinula  choloropus  major  Aldrovandn 

(p)  Rallus  aquaticus  Aldrovandi. 

(q)  Anfer  ferus.  . 

(r)  Bofcas  major,  anas  torquata  major  Aldrovanai. 

(/)  Penelope  Aldrovandi. 

(1)  Tulica. 

(w)  Platea  feu  Albordeola. 

{*)  Querquedula  fecunda  Aldrovandi. 


64  A  DESCRIPTION  of  the 

tables  of  the  Europeans  are  plentifully  fupplied,  and 
foine  ate  alfo  by  the  natives. 

.  In  the  winter  there  are  alfo  plenty  of  wood-cocks 

(y)  ;  fpring  and  autumn  produce  abundance  of  quails 

(z)  and  rails  (a).  In  the  laft  mentioned  feafon  the 
witwall  (6)  and  becca  figos  are  both  in  feafon,  and 
(the  laft  in  particular)  efteemed  as  delicacies. 

In  the  months  of  May  and  June  great  numbers  of 
a  bird,  called  by  the  natives  kata  (which  are  alfo  to  be 
met  with  at  all  feafons,  though  not  in  fo  great  plenty), 
are  brought  to  market,  and  much  ate  by  them  ;  but 
their  flefh  is  fo  black,  hard,  and  dry,  that  the  Euro¬ 
peans  never  touch  them.  As  this  bird  has  not  as  yet 
been  defcribed,  a  figure  and  defcription  of  it  are  an¬ 
nexed  (c).  Other  game  in  the  neighbourhood  are, 

the 


O')  Scolopax  Aldrovandi. 

(z)  Coturnix. 

0)  Ortygometra  Aldrov.  Crex  Ariftotelis. 

0)  Oriolus  Alberti. 

(r)  T  he  kata  (See  plate  IX.)  is  about  the  fize  of  a  partridge,  and  its  fhape  be¬ 
tween  that  and  a  pigeon..  The  bill  is  of  a  light  colour,  tipp’d  with  black,  fhort, 
and  thick ;  the  legs  white,  covered  with  fhort  feathers  on  the  fore-part ;  three 
toes  Itand  forward,  and  a  fmall  fpur  behind.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  variety  in 
their  plumage.  The  bird  now  defcribed  is  one  of  the  moll  beautiful.  Round 
the  eyes  and  the  fore-part  of  the  neck  (except  under  the  throat,  where  it  is 
black),  the  feathers  are  of  a  bright  colour;  the  tips  being  black,  form  a  fort  of 
nag  on  toe  upper  part  of  the  bread,  which  is  of  a  cinnamon  colour,,  terminated ' 
at  the  lower  part  by  a  ring  of  black,  like  the  former.  The  belly  is  white.  The 
back,  ana  that  part  of  the  wing  next  to  it,  is  of  a  moufe-colour,  with  moft  of  the 
feathers  .tipp  d  with  a  bright  yellow.  Of  the  fame  colour  is  the  tip  of  the  pin- 
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the  buftard  ( d )  of  two  kinds ;  red-legg’d  partridge  (e) ; 
frankolin  (f),  the  flefli  of  which  is  delicious,  but 
this  bird  is  not  to  be  met  with  at  lefs  than  a  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  from  the  city  ;  common  fky-lark  wood-lark 
(h),  crefted  lark  (/j,  calandra  (k)  ;  hortulanes  (/),  and 
citrils  (m)y  chiefly  ate  by  the  French  \  fnipe  (;/),  gird 
or  jack  Ihipe  (0),  fong-thrufh  wind-thrufh  (y), 
turtle-dove  (r) ;  a  brown-coloured  dove*  which  builds 
in  the  windows,  c.  of  the  houfes  in  the  city ;  and 
another  much  like  it,  only  Ipeckled  on  the  neck  and 
pinions,  which  is  very  common  when  the  corn  is  ripe, 
but  difappears  as  foon  as  that  is  reaped  ;  wild  pigeon, 


nion ;  but  the  ftiort  feathers  under  it  are  broad,  and  tipp’d  with  black,  or  a  cof¬ 
fee-colour,  with  a  narrow  rim  of  white  at  the  very  extremity,  having  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fo  many  half-moons.  The  long  feathers  of  the  wing  are  of  a  moufe-colour, 
with  the  quill  black.  The  feathers  on  the  rump  are  agreeably  variegated  with 
black,  white,  and  yellow.  The  tail,  which  is  fhort,  like  that  of  a  pigeon,  ends 
in  two  long,  very  narrow,  black  feathers  or  quills,  running  out  near  three  inches 
beyond  the  others,  and  ending  in  a  point.  Thefe  birds  are  in  fuch  plenty  in  the 
months  mentioned  in  the  text,  that  a  whole  afs-load  has  often  been  taken  at  once 
(hutting  of  a  clafp-net. 

(d)  Otis  feu  tarda  avis. 

Stella  avis. 

(<?)  Perdix  ruffa  Aldrov. 

(f)  Francolinus  olinae,  known  to  the  French  by  the  name  of  geUnot, 

(g)  Alauda  vulgaris. 

I h )  Totavilla  olinae. 

(/)  Alauda  criftata  galerita. 

(«)  Calandra. 

(/)  Hortulanus  Aldrovandi. 

(m)  Citrinella. 

(ff)  Galinago  minor. 

(9)  Galinago  minime. 

(p)  Turdus. 

(?)  Turdus  Iliacus. 

(r)  Turtur. 
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wood  pigeon  (/).  They  have  alfo  variety  of  tame 
pigeons,  and  particularly  the  carrier  (/),  formerly 
made  ufe  of  by  the  Europeans  for  conveying  expedi¬ 
tion  fly  the  news  of  a  Chip’s  arrival  at  Scanderoon  ;  but 
this  practice  has  been  difufed  for  many  years.  The 
pigeon  thus  employed  was  one  that  had  young  at 
Aleppo .  Upon  enquiring  into  their  method  of  train¬ 
ing  them,  fome  aflerted,  that  they  were  fent  down 
to  Scanderoon  in  an  open  cage,  and,  as  foon  as 
let  go  there,  would  fly  dire&ly  to  Aleppo .  But  I  am 
more  apt  to  believe  what  others  affirmed,  that  the  bird 
was  brought  to  this  by  firft  letting  it  return  from  fhorter 
diftances  on  the  Scanderoon  road.  All  agree,  that  if 
the  pigeon  had  been  a  fortnight  at  Scanderoon ,  it  was 
not  afterwards  to  be  trufted  to  fly  back,  left  it  fhould 
have  forgot  its  young,  and  confequently  not  be  fo 
eager  to  get  home.  A  fmall  piece  of  paper,  with  the 
fhip’s  name,  day  of  arrival,  and  what  elfe  material 
could  be  contained  in  a  very  narrow  compafs,  was 
fixed  fo  as  to  be  under  the  wing,  to  prevent  its  being 
deftroyed  by  wet.  They  alfo  ufed  to  bathe  their 
feet  in  vinegar,  with  a  view  to  keeping  them  cool, 
fo  as  they  might  not  fettle  to  drink  or  wafli  themfelves, 
which  would  have  deftroyed  the  paper.  And  I  have 

(/)  CEnas,  five  vinago. 

(/)  Columba  tabellaria. 
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heard  an  Englifh  gentleman,  who  remembered  that 
practice,  fay,  that  he  has  known  them  arrive  in  two 
hours  and  an  half. 

Shooting,  as  a  Iport,  is  rarely  followed  by  any  of 
the  natives,  though  many  pradtife  it  to  gain  a  liveli¬ 
hood  ;  but  the  diverfions  of  courfing  and  hawking 
are  in  great  efteem  among  the  people  of  fafhion.  They 
have  both  in  great  perfection  ;  but  the  latter  exceeds 
any  thing  of  the  kind  that  I  have  ever  met  with.  The 
falcons  bred  for  taking  hares  and  antelopes  are  the  Ba- 
raban  and  Sefy,  both  large  falcons ;  and,  though  caught 
wild,  they  train  them  in  a  few  days  to  fly  at  their 
prey. 

For  antelope-hawking,  they  chufe  fuch  of  thefe 
hawks  as  they  find  to  be  fierce,  and  eager  to  feize  their 
prey  ;  and  they  are  taught  to  fix  upon  the  cheek  of 
the  animal,  which  retards  its  motion,  fo  that  the 
greyhounds  come  in. 

t 

Though  the  falcons  ufed  for  hare-hawking  will 
fometimes,  when  very  hungry,  ftrike  the  hare  dead  at 
once ;  yet  for  this  Iport  they  prefer  fuch  as  are  not  dif- 
pofed  to  fix  upon  the  animal,  but  who,  by  repeated 
buffetting  on  the  head  with  their  pounces  (rifing  in  the 
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air  between  each  blow),  retard  the  hare,  till  an  ordi¬ 
nary  greyhound  can  come  up  and  feize  it. 

For  bird-hawking,  they  ufe  a  large  falcon,  with 
long  legs,  fomewhat  like  the  gofhawk,  which  they 
call  efpeer ;  and  two  fmaller  falcons,  ftiled  the  one 
zanousy  and  the  other  jhaheen .  This  latter  muft  be 
taken  out  of  the  neft,  for  when  old  they  cannot  be 
trained,  and  is  fo  fierce  that  it  will  fly  at  any  thing. 
If  there  were  not  feveral  gentlemen  now  in  England 
who  can  attefl:  it,  I  fliould  fcarce  venture  to  mention, 
that  with  the  Jhaheeny  which  is  about  the  fize  of  a  pi¬ 
geon,  they  often  take  the  largeft  eagles,  of  which 
in  this  country  there  are  plenty.  They  formerly  were 
trained  to  feize  the  eagle  under  the  wing  :  and  fo  de¬ 
priving  him  of  the  ufe  of  that  part,  they  fell  to  the 
ground  together :  but  their  prefent  method,  as  I  am 
informed,  is  to  feize  him  on  the  back  between  the 
two  wings,  which  has  the  fame  effeft,  but  brings  him 
down  more  flowly,  and  fo  gives  the  falconer  time  to 
epme  in  to  his  hawk’s  afliftance ;  in  which  if  he  is 
not  very  expeditious,  the  hawk  is  in  either  cafe  fpeedily 
deftroyed. 

They  have  alfo  a  fmall  hawk,  which  they  train  to 
fly  at  quails  \  it  much  refembles  the  fpar-hawk. 


Befides 
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Belides  thole  already  mentioned  for  food  and  fport, 
the  country  produces  the  black  vulture  (u)y  fome  few  pe¬ 
licans  (x),  the  keftrel  (y)9  white  ftork  (#),  black  ftork 
(a),  great  eagle-owl  ( b)y  feveral  other  kinds  of  fmaller 
owls,  the  crane  (c) ;  another  beautiful  fort  of  crane 
(d)y  called  by  the  natives  querkyy  which  they  have 
often  tame  in  their  houfes  or  court-yards ;  the  com¬ 
mon  heron  (e)y  the  flamingo  (f)  at  fome  feafons,  the 
cormorant  (g)y  the  ftone  curlew  (h)y  the  raven  (/), 
the  Roy  ft  on  crow  (k)y  the  common  or  carrion  crow  (/), 
the  jackdaw  [m)y  the  magpye  [n)y  the  night  raven  [o)y 
the  ftarling  (p)y  the  common  blackbird  (q) ;  a  kind  of 
jay,  whofe  feathers  are  beautifully  variegated  with  blue* 

■  <*  * 

(и)  Vultur  niger. 

(x)  Anocratulus  five  pelicanus  Aldrov. 

(y)  Tinnunculus  vel  centheris. 

(z)  Ciconia  alba  vulgaris. 

( a )  Ciconia  nigra. 

(/>)  Buba. 

(c)  Grus 

\d)  Grus  Numidica.  ■  "N 

(*)  Ardea  cinerea  major  five  pella. 

(/)  Phoenicopterus. 

(ff)  Corvus  aquaticus.  r 

(A)  CEdicnemus  Bellon.  Charadrius  Gefner, 

(i)  Corvus. 

(к)  Cornix  cinerea  frugilega. 

(/)  Cornix. 

(m)  Monedula. 

( n )  Pica  varia  caudata, 

(c)  Ardea  cinerea  minor,  Germanis  nyfticorax. 

Xp)  Sturnus. 

(?)  Merula  vulgaris, 


green* 
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green,  and  a  fort  of  brown ;  as  alfo  in  the  fummer 
the  locnft  bird  (r) . 


The  black  caps  (/),  a  fort  of  gull,  are  in  great  num¬ 
bers  about  the  city  all  the  winter,  and  fo  tame  that  the 
women  call  them  from  the  terraces,  throwing  up  pieces 
of  bread,  which  thefe  birds  catch  in  the  air.  The 
houfe-fwallow  (/),  martin  («),  and  fwift  (V),  of  which, 
befides  the  common,  there  is  one  with  a  white  belly, 
that  come  about  the  end  of  Fcbvuavy  j  and  having 
hatched  their  young,  difappear  about  the  end  of  July . 
The  fwallow  returns  again  the  beginning  of  OElober , 
but  flays  not  above  a  fortnight.  The  hopooe  ( y)  and 
bee-eater  {%)  come  in  the  fpring,  and  remain  all  the 
fummer  and  autumn. 


Of  fmall  birds  the  following  are  what  I  have  ob- 
ferved.  The  houfe-fparrow  (a),  the  chaffinch  (b)y  the 
goldfinch  (c),  the  common  linnet  [d\  the  field- 


Th?h?1Snbird  1S  t!le  flZre  and  fhaPe  of  a  ftar]ing,  and  feems  of  that  fpecies. 

L  Kni  •  f°naZd  b  ECk ;  °f  Which  colour  are  a]fo  the  ^gs.  The  plumage  on 
the  body  is  of  a  flelh-colour  :  the  head,  neck,  wings,  and  tail,  are  black.  § 

(/)  Larus  cinereus  tert.  Aldrov. 

(0  Hirundo  domeftica. 

(")  Hirundo  agreilis  five  rullica  Plinii. 

(x)  Hirundo  apis. 

O)  Upupa. 

(z)  Merops  five  apialler. 

{a)  Palfer  domelticus. 

(b)  Fringilla. 

(-')  Carduelis. 

\d)  Linaria  vulgaris. 


fare 


4 

* 


•:  ■  ; 

*1 


■ 

•  : . 

|  *  *<§ 


JF 


* 


■  ■  ■ , 


i’ 


■  '• 

MIkL  / 


» 

. 

. 

» 

✓ 

% 

•  ■’  '  m 

t; 

8P B  w #  k 

‘ 

-  ■ 

* 

,  ■  ■  .  ■  -"A 


■ 

’«  '■■  ••  •  .  .<  .  ’•  v  ■ 

. 


.  Vw 


t. 


■  s 


CITY  of  ALEPPO. 


71 

fare  (e),  the  white  water- wagtail  (f)>  the  cuckow  (g)y 
the  king-fifher  (/&),  the  greater  fpotted  wood-pecker 
(ij,  the  ftone-chatter  (&)y  the  wren  (/),  a  Brafelicm  bird 
a-kin  to  the  king-fifher  [m)y  green  plover  {n)y  grey 
plover  (0)  ;  and  abundance  of  nightingales  ( p ), 
which  not  only  afford  much  pleafure  by  their  fong  in 
the  gardens,  but  are  alfo  kept  tame  in  the  houfes,  and 
let  out  at  a  fmall  rate  to  divert  fuch  as  chufe  it  in 
the  city ;  fo  that  no  entertainments  are  made  in  the 
fpring  without  a  concert  of  thefe  birds. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  other  birds,  which  I  could 
not  determine  from  any  books  I  had,  and  my  occaffons 
did  not  allow  me  to  preferve ;  befides  which  I  doubt 
not  there  are  many  others  which  efcaped  my  fearches : 
fo  that  I  can  only  add  a  remarkable  fort  of  bittern  (y), 

and 

(f)  Turdus  pilaris. 

(f)  Motacilla  alba. 

(?)  Cuculus. 

(/.>)  Ifpida,  An  veterum  Alcyon  ? 

(i)  Picus  varius  major. 

(yf)  CEnanthus  noftra  tertia.  Mulcicapa  tertia  Aldrov. 

(/)  Paffer  troglodites  Aldrov. 

(/«)  Jaquacati  guacu  Margrav. 

(«)  Pluvialis  viridis. 

(&)  Pluvialis  cinerea. 

Ip)  Lufcinea,  feu  philomela. 

(q)  See  Plate  X.  where  it  is  drawn  with  its  neck  ftretched  out,  being  the  com¬ 
mon  a&ion  of  this  bird.  The  length  of  the  bird  in  this  pofture,  from  the  point 
of  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  is  1 5  inches ;  the  neck,  from  the  fetting  on  of 
the  Ihoulders,  5 1 ;  the  bill  2  inches;  from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the 

other,  when  extended,  20*-  inches.  The  body  of  the  bird  is  but  fmall,  about 

the 
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and  a  bird  fomewhat  like  a  lapwing  (r),  with  a  re¬ 
markable  fpur  in  its  pinnion  :  the  figure  and  defcrip- 
tion  of  both  which  are  annexed. 

From  the  Euphrates  and  Orontes  in  the  winter,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Lent  of  the  Chriftians,  are  brought  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  fifh  for  their  confumption  ;  but  the 
Turks  feldom  eat  any  :  and  indeed  moll  of  them  talle 
fo  muddy,  that  they  are  difagreeable. 


the  dze  of  a  rail ;  and  the  colour  of  the  feathers  refemble  alfo  thofe  of  that  bird. 
The  top  of  the  head,  and  tips  of  the  wings,  are  black ;  the  legs  are  long,  of  a 
greenifti  white  colour  :  the  toes  four.  This  bird  is  common  on  the  river  Coic 
near  Aleppo. 

(r)  See  Plate  XI.  The  defcriprion  is  as  follows.  From  the  tip  of  the  bill  to 
the  end  of  the  tail,  11^  inches  ;  the  breadth  between  the  tips  of  the  extended 
wings  23  inches  ;  weight  of  the  bird  4  ounces.  The  bill  is  fomewhat  more  than 
an  inch  in  length,  the  upper  mandible  being  the  longed,  and  a  very  little 
crooked  at  the  extremity.  From  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  to  the  extremity 
of  the  middle  claw,  is  7  inches.  Thefe  long  legs  are  bare  of  feathers  from  the 
middle  of  the  thigh,  and  black.  The  claws  are  alfo  black,  three  in  number  • 
of  which  the  middle  one  is  the  longed,  and  is  joined  by  a  membrane  to  the  outer 
claw.  This  bird  has  no  back-claw. 

The  crown  of  the  head  is  black;  the  neck  white,  except  a  dreak  of  black, 
which  is  continued  from  the  chin  to  the  bread.  The  bread,  with  the  greater- 
part  of  the  belly,  is  black ;  the  feathers  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  and  the 
thighs  white.  The  back  is  of  a  moufe-colour.  The  tail  is  not  forked,  and  about 
4  inches  in  length  ;  the  half  next  to  the  body  white,  the  other  half  black  *. 
The  nine  longed  quill -feathers  of  the  wings  are  black ;  the  others  white  but 
black  at  the  tips  ;  fo  that  the  whole  lower  part  of  the  wing  appears  0/  that 
colour.  The  covert -feathers  are  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  back  f.  In  the 
fore-part  of  each  wing  is  a  little  diarp,  draight,  blackifh  horn,  like  a  cock’s 
fpur  ;  below  which  for  a  little  way  the  covert-feathers  are  white. 

This  bird  is  alfo  found  nigh  the  river  Coic. 

*  The  two  outer  feathers  tipp’d  with  white, 
t  Seven  of  the  outer  covert-feathers  black. 
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The  different  kinds  that  I  have  obferved  are  carp 
(/),  Myftus  Niloticus  Bellonii  (t)>  barbel  (u)>  nafiis 
(x)y  toenia  cornuta  Schonfeldii  ( y\  eel  (z) ;  and  there 
are  likewife  fome  other  forts  that  I  had  not  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  examining ;  but  none  are  in  fuch  abundance 
as  what  are  called  the  black  fijb,  with  which  the  mar¬ 
kets  are  plentifully  fupplied  from  the  entrance  of  the 
winter  till  the  beginning  of  March ;  when  they  are 
efteemed  out  of  feafon.  As  this  fifh,  to  the  bell  of  my 
knowledge,  is  of  a  genus  not  yet  defcribed,  a  figure  and 
defcription  of  it  are  inferted  {a). 

Befides 


(/)  Cyprinus  Rondeletii,  Gefneri,  &  aliorum. 

(f)  Myftus  Niloticus  Bellonii. 

( u )  Barbus  Rondel. 

(*)  Nafus  Alberti,  Aldrov. 

(y)  Toenia  cornuta  Schonfeldii. 

(z)  Anguilla  Rondeletii,  &  omnium  fere  autorum. 


(a)  The  fifh,  Plate  XII.  No.  i.  in  its  fliape  refembles  very  much  the  Silurua 
Rondeletii,  like  it  too  having  no  fcales.  Its  length  (from  the  nole  to  the :  tu> »  o  t  ic 
tail)  2oinchtS,  weight  20  ounces;  but  they  are  of  diffeient  fizes.  1  he  he 
and  back  are  black  :  the  lateral  line  tuns  quite  from  the  head  to  the  tail,  on 
the  middle  of  the  fide  ;  below  which,  to  the  belly,  the  colour  generally  changes 
to  a  dark  purple.  Of  the  fame  colour  is  the  under-part  of  the  head.  1  he 
head  is  flat, ?  and  in  length  near  5  inches;  the  body  is  round  till  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  tail,  where  it  grows  flat.  The  mouth  is  not  fo  large  111  proportion 
as  that  of  the  fllurus.  It  has  no  tongue  ;  and  the  ftru&ure  of  the  mouth  and  pa¬ 
late  agree  exactly  with  the  defcription  of  that  fifh.  From  the  edge  of  the  noftrd 
on  each  fide  arifis  a  (mall  cirrus,  and  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth  two  others, 
^hat  are  ftronger,  and  twice  as  long.  On  the  lower  lip  are  four  more  the  two 
external  being8  the  longeft.  The  eyes  are  fituated  near  the  corner  of  the  mouth, 
cSfe  upon  the  inferior  edge  of  the  upper  jaw.  The  branchiae 
fide  ;  and  all  of  them  have  a  double  row  of  fharp  points,  like  the  teeth 
of  a’  comb.  It  has  two  fins  near  the  bronchise,  confiding  of  feven  radii  , 
the  anterior  part  of  which  joins  a  pretty  ftrong  prickly  bone.  About  an^ndi 
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Befides  the  fifh  which  we  have  mentioned,  moft  of 
thofe  that  are  found  in  the  Aleppo  river,  are  likewife 
brought  from  abroad,  and  known  in  town  by  the  fame 
names* 


The  fheat  fifh  (b)  is  alfo  fometimes  to  be  met  with, 
and  is  caught  in  a  lake  near  Marajh 


I  did  not  imagine,  from  the  appearance  of  the  river 
Coicy  or  indeed  from  what  is  commonly  met  with  at 
the  tables  of  the  inhabitants,  that  our  lift  of  fifh  caught 
there  would  have  fwelled  to  any  thing  worth  mention¬ 
ing;  and  yet,  upon  examination,  they  were  found  to; 
amount  to  no'  lefs  than  feventeen,  and  even  fome  of 
thefe  not  yet  defcribed.  They  are  in  general  very  final],, 
occafioned  in  part  by  the  aftiduous  induftry  of  the 
fifhermen  ;  for  at  Hylan,  and  the  Fountain  of  Fifh ,, 
where  they  remain  unmolefted,  they  grow  to  larger 


above  the  anus  are  two  {mailer  fins..  A  long  fin  extends  from  under  the  anus  to 
the  tail,  as  another  of  the  fame  kind  does  from  the  neck  all  along  the  back  ; 
neither  of  thefe  join  with  the  tail,  which  is  round' at  the  tip,  and  compofed  of 
about  22  feathers. 

This  filh  is  found  in  the  river  Orontes,  and,  I  believe,  alfo  in,  fome  fiagnant" 
waters  near  it.  The  markets  of  Aleppo  are  plentifully  fupplied  with  it  from, 
the  month  of  November  till  the  beginning  of  March.  The  flefii  is  red,  like  beef,, 
of  a  rank  tafte  ;  and  though,  for  want  of  better,  ate  much  by  the  people,  yet 
is  efteemed  unwholfopae.  The  name  it  ufu ally  goes  by  is  fimack  ilafuad,  which, 
fignifies  die  black  fifh.  Its  proper  name  however  among  the  natives  is.  JUoor. 

[1)  Silurus  Rondeletii,  Gefneri,  P.  1047. 
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fizes,  though  very  rarely  fo  large  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  loche  (c)  is  the  moft  common ;  the  barbel  is 
lefs  than  thofe  brought  from  abroad.  The  bleak 
(d)  is  known  by  two  names;  that  is,  there  are  two 
forts  of  fifh  that  appear  to  agree  in  every  charatfteriftic 
with  the  bleak,  which  neverthelefs  are  efteemed  diffe¬ 
rent  ;  the  firft  called  mirmeed ,  feven  or  eight  inches 
long  ;  the  fecond,  tiftaf,  is  not  above  one  and  a  half 
or  two  inches,  and,  they  fay,  never  exceeds.  Chub  (e) 
are  plenty  ;  roches  (/)  feldom  large  ;  gudgeons  (g)  of 
three  forts  ;  the  firft  is  much  fpotted  on  the  back,  and 
called  tuckle ;  the  fecond,  kureety,  has  fewer  fpots ; 
the  third,  kalloor ,  fcarce  any,  and  is  fmaller  than  the 
other  two.  The  mugilis  I  am  lefs  certain  of  than 
die  reft,  but  yet  it  agrees  tolerably  well  with  the  de- 
fcription  ;  dace  {/'),  caraffius  (k),  the  phoxinus  (/) ; 
alfo  a  fifh  called  by  the  natives  fimak  il  inglefe  (m). 


(t)  Cobitis  fluviatilis  barbatula  Gefner. 

\d)  Alburnus  Aufonii. 

(*•)  Capito  five  cephalus  Gef.  p.  215. 

(/)  Rutilus  five  rubellus  fluviatilis  Gefner. 

(g)  Gobius  fluviatilis  Gefner. 

(/,)  Mugilis  vel  cephali  fluviat.  fpec.  min. 

(i)  Leucifcus  Bellcmii. 

(£)  Caraflius  flmpliciter  diflus. 

(/)  Phoxinus  fquamofus  major. 

tm\  The  fifh,  Plate  XII.  fig.  2.  has,  upon  a  flight  view,  fo  much  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  eel  and,  except  its  not  being  fo  fat,  eats  lo  like  that  fllh,  that  though 
it  is  much  oftener  brought  to  the  tables  of  the  Europeans  at  Aleppo  than^ny 
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from  a  corruption,  I  fuppofe,  of  anguilla ,  as  it  has 
been  commonly  imagined  to  be  a  kind  of  eel ;  though, 
upon  examination,  it  is  found  to  be  a  genus  hitherto  un- 
defcribed  ;  and  two  fpecies  of  myftus  (n  &  o)  :  of  which 
.  three, 

other  fifh  found  in  the  river  Cole,  it  has  never  been  fufpe&ed  of  being  any  ways 
different  from  the  common  eel ;  and  yet,  upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  of 
quite  another  genus. 

The  head  is  long  and  jfmall :  the  extremity  of  the  upper  jaw  runs  out  to  a  nar¬ 
row  point,  like  the  bill  of  a  bird ;  on  each  fide  of  which,  a  little  diflant  from  the 
extreme  point,  are  two  tubuli,  or  proceffes.  As  in  the  common  eel  there  are 
two  fins  at  the  gills,  from  the  occiput,  all  along  the  ridge  of  the  back,  fmall 
prickles  are  placed  at  little  diftances,  refembling  the  teeth  of  a  faw.  Thefe  ter¬ 
minate  at  the  origin  of  a  membranaceous  fin,  riling  about  four  inches  from  the  tail, 
and  is  continued  (as  in  the  eel)  along  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  to  the  anus ;  at 
which  place  are  alfo  found  two  or  three  prickles.  The  colour  of  the  head  and 
back  is  blackifh,  variegated  with  dark  yellow  fpots  ;  the  lower  belly  white,  chan¬ 
ging  gradually  into  a  yellowifii  call:.  The  fin  of  the  lower  belly,  near  to  the  anus, 
is  yellow ;  the  other  half  fpotted  with  black.  The  length  of  the  fifh  deferibed 
was  eleven  inches* 

(n)  The  fifh,  Plate  XIII.  fig.  i.  is  about  four  inches  long*  The  head  is  large- 
and  flat,  the  body  oblong  and  compreffed.  Its  colour  is  moftly  of  a  dark  filver*. 
The  eyes  are  large  and  protuberant.  From  the  lower  jaw  arife  four  cirri  j  the 
longer  meafure  one  inch,  the  fhorter  two- thirds  of  an  inch.  From  the  upper 
jaw  arife  two  longer,  each  meafuring  two  inches  and  a  half,  of  a  firmer  texture 
than  either  thofe  of  the  lower  jaw,  or  of  two  other  fmall  ones  placed  juft  by  the 
nodrils.  Between  the  two  long  cirri  are  two  fmall  tubuli*  The  whole  of  the 
cirri  are  of  a  white  colour,  excepting  the  two  longed,  which  are  of  a  darkifhs 
colour,  like  the  upper  part  of  the  head.  The  fins  are  eight  in  number  two  by 
the  gills,  each  furnifhed  with  a  firong  fawdike  bone  :  two  fmall  ones  near  the 
anus ;  one  of  eight  radii,  fituated  half-way  between  the  anus  and  the  tail ;  one 
4onfifting  of  feven  radii  on  the  back.  Another  fin,  of  a  membraneous  and 
fielhy  texture,  arifes,  from  the  middle  of  the  back,  and  is  continued  all  along 
to  the  tail.  The  tail  is  forked. 

(o')  Plate  XIII.  fig.  2.  reprefents  a  fifh,  which  in  its  general  form,  fomewhat 
refembles  the  above.  It  is- in  length  three  inches  :  the  head  is  rather  flatter  :  the- 
mouth  has  a  more  inferior  Actuation,  and  is  in  proportion  larger,  than  that  of 
the  former  fifh  :  eyes  much  finaller*  The  cirri,  fituated  as  in  the  other,  are 
eight  in  number,  but  much-  fhorter,  thefe  that  rife  from  the  upper  jaw  (being  the 
longed)  meafuring  only  one  inch  ;  they  are  alfo  flatter  at  their  origin*  They, 
both  agree  in  the  number  of  their  fins  ;  neither  has  the  faw-like.  bone  in  the  fin 
of  the  back,  but  only  in  thofe  near  the  gills.  The  flefhy  fin  of  the  back  is  much 
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three,  as  I  have  met  with  nothing  like  them  in  other 
authors,  I  have  given  defcriptions  and  drawings. 
There  are  alfo,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  crabs  in 
abundance,  which  are  much  eat  by  the  native  Chri- 
ftians,  and  which  often  furnifh  the  tables  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  with  a  delicate  difh. 

The  inhabitants  of  Aleppo ,  though  of  different  reli¬ 
gions,  yet  feem  to  be  much  the  fame  people.  I  wifh 
I  could  fay  that  thofe  who  profefs  Chriftianity  were 
better  than  their  neighbours.  The  number  of  fouls  in 
the  city  and  fuburbs  is  computed  at  about  235,000,  of 
whom  200,000  are  Turks  ^  30,000  Chrijiians ,  and 
5000  Jews  (p).  Of  the  Chriftians,  the  greater  number 
are  Greeks  ;  next  to  them  the  Armenians ,  then  the 
Syrians ,,  and  laftly  the  Maronites  \  each  of  whom 


fmaller  than  in  the  zatzuk,  and  rifes  at  a  much  greater  diftance  from  the  back- 
fin.  The  colour  is  a  pale  filver,  marbled  with  grey,  particularly  the  lower  part 
of  the  fins  and  tail ;  the  two  larger  cirri  likewife  marbled,  the  others  white. 

Thefe  two  fifties,  fig.  i.&  2.  have  no  fcales;  and  the  palate,  and  other  ftrus- 
lure  of  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  is  like  that  of  the  filurus. 

This  lafi  del'cribed  fifh  is  alfo  from  the  river  Coic. 

(/>)  This  calculation  was  made  by  fome  priefts  from  the  harach,  (a  pofe-tax 
levied  upon  the  male  Chriftians  and  Jews,  after  they  arrive  at  a  certain  age  that 
they  are  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  work)  :  an  eftimate  of  the  bread  confirmed 
in  the  city,  and  the  number  of  thofe  who.  died  of  the  plague  in  1742  J  which- 
they  found  to  be  among  the  Chriftians  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  the  hundred,, 
and  from  thence  they  calculated  the  Turks  to  be  in  the  fame  proportion,  and  fo 
reckoned  the  number  at  300,000 :  but  as  all  the  Chriftians  who  can  afford  it 
keep  out  of  the  way  of  infection,  which  but  few  Turks  dare  do,  it  is  plain  a 
m-uch  greater  proportion  of  the  latte.r  muft  die  of  the  difeafe,  and  fo  caufe  a  fal¬ 
lacy  in  this  calculation  j  fo  that  1  have  only  reckoned  them  at  200,000- 
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have  a  church  in  the  fuburbs  called  Judida  ;  in  which 
quarter,  and  parts  adjacent,  moft  of  them  refide. 
The  language  generally  fpoke  is  vulgar  Arabic .  The 
Turks  of  condition  ufe  the  lurkiflj.  Moft  of  the  Ar¬ 
menians  can  fpeak  Armenian ,  fome  few  Syrians  under¬ 
hand  Syriac ,  and  many  of  the  Jews  Hebrew ;  but 
fcarce  one  of  the  Greeks  underhand  a  word  of  Greek , 
either  ancient  or  modern. 

The  people  in  general  are  of  a  middle  hature,  rather 
lean  than  fat,  indifferently  well  made,  but  not  either 
vigorous  or  a&ive.  Thofe  of  the  city  are  of  a  fair 
complexion  ;  but  the  peafants,  and  fuch  as  are  obliged 
to  be  much  abroad  in  the  hm,  are  fwarthy.  Their 
hair  is  commonly  black,  or  of  a  dark  chefiiut-colour ; 
and  it  is  very  rare  to  fee  any  other  than  black  eyes 
amongh  them.  Both  fexes  are  tolerably  handfome 
when  young  ;  but  the  beard  foon  disfigures  the  men  ; 
and  the  women,  as  they  come  early  to  maturity  (y), 
fade  alfo  as  foon,  and  in  general  look  old  by  the  time 
they  reach  thirty.  The  greater  part  of  the  women  are 
married  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  eighteen,  and  of¬ 
ten  fooner.  The  tender  pafiion  of  love  can  have  very 
little  fhare  in  promoting  matrimony  among  them,  for 

(?)  Their  menfes  begin  from  the  age  of  twelve  to  fourteen,  and  continue  till 
forty,  fometimes  forty-five.  In  moft  they  return  once  in  four  weeks,  and  conti¬ 
nue  from  three  to  feven  days. 
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the  young  folks  never  fee  one  another  till  the  ceremony 
is  performed.  A  flender  waift,-  far  from  being  ad- 
mired*  is,  on  the  contrary,  rather  looked  on  as  a  de¬ 
formity  in  the  ladies  of  this  country;  fo  that  they  do  all 
they  can  to  make  themfelves  plump  and  lufty. 

«  , 

The  men  are  girt  very  tight  round  the  middle  with 
a  fafh.  The  womens  girdles  are  not  only  very  flight 
and  narrow,  but  loofely  put  on;  which,,  with  the 
warmth  of  the  climate,  and  frequent  ufe  of  the  bagnio,, 
is  probably  one  principal  reafon  why  their  labours  are 
much  ealier  than  thofe  in  Britain ;  the  moft  delicate 
being  feldom  confined  above  ten  or  twelve  days,  and 
thofe  of  the  villages  are  rarely  hindered  from  going 
about  their  ufual  employments  the  next  day.  Women 
q{  all  conditions  fuckle  their  own  children,  and  feldom 
wean  them,  till  either  the  mother  is  again  with  child, 
or  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  three,  and  fometimes  four 

years.. 

The  people  of  diffin&ion  in  Aleppo,  may  juftly  be 
efteemed  courteous  and  polite,  if  allowance  is  made  for 
that  fuperiority  which  the  Mohammedan  religion  teaches 
thofe  who  profefs  it  to  affume  over  all  who  are  of  an¬ 
other  faith.  And  as  this  prejudice  is  obferved  to  en- 
creafe  among  the  people  in  proportion  to  their  vicinity 

to  Mecha>  the  natives  of  Aleppo  have  ftill  a  much. 
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greater  proportion  than  thofeof  Conjlantimple^  Smyrna , 
and  other  parts  at  a  greater  diftance ;  though,  even 
here,  it  has  greatly  declined  within  thefe  few  years,  in- 
fomuch  that  feveral  bajloaws  have  conferred  many  public 
honours  and  civilities  on  the  Europeans ,  that  formerly 
would  have  caufed  great  popular  difcontent.  As  to 
the  common  people,  an  affe&ed  gravity,  with  fome 
fhare  of  dilTimulation,  is  too  much  their  charadteriftic. 
And  though  few  in  the  world  are  more  given  to  harfh 
language  and  quarrelling,  yet  none  are  lefs  guilty  of 
fighting.  One  can  feldom  pafs  a  few  yards  in  the  ftreet 
without  being  witnefs  to  fome  noify  broil ;  yet  in  many 
years  you  may  perhaps  never  fee  one  blow  ftruck,  ex¬ 
cept  the  perfon  who  gives  it  is  very  well  affined  that  it 
will  not  be  returned.  But  though  they  are  fo  prone  to 
anger  upon  the  moll  trifling  occafions,  yet  no  people 
in  the  univerfe  can  be  more  calm  when  it  is  their  in- 
tereft  fo  to  be.  This,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  but  too  ge¬ 
nerally  a  true  reprefentation  :  but  it  would  be  very  un¬ 
grateful,  as  well  as  unjuft  in  me,  not  to  acknowledge 
that  there  many  an^ongft  them  of  all  ledts  who  deferve 
a  much  better  character,  and  whom  I  know,  from  re¬ 
peated  experience,  to  be  perfon  s  of  the  utmoft  honour 
and  integrity. 

Their  ufual  bread  is  of  wheat  flour,  not  well  fer¬ 
mented,  made  into  thin  flat  cakes  ill-baked,  and  for 
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the  moft  part  ate  foon  after  it  comes  out  of  the  oven. 
The  better  fort  have  fmall  loaves  of  a  finer  flour,  well 
fermented,  and  well  baked.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  a 
variety  of  rufks  and  bifcuits,  moft  of  which  are  either 
ftrowed  on  the  top  with  the  feeds  of  fefamum  or  fen¬ 
nel-flower.  The  Europeans  have  very  good  bread, 
baked  in  the  French  manner. 

Coffee  made  very  ftrong,  and  without  either  fugar 
or  milk,  is  a  refrefhment  in  very  high  efteem  with 
every  body  ;  and  a  difh  of  it,  preceded  by  a  little  wet 
fweet-meat  (commonly  conferve  of  red  rofes,  acidu¬ 
lated  with  lemon-juice),  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  is  the 
ufual  entertainment  at  a  vifit.  If  they  have  a  mind  to 
ufe  lefs  ceremony,  the  fweet-meat  is  omitted  ;  and,  if 
they  would  fhew  an  extraordinary  degree  of  refpecft, 
they  add  fherbet,  (fome  fyrup,  chiefly  that  of  lemons, 
mixed  with  water)  a  fprinkling  of  rofe  or  other  fweet- 
fcented  water,  and  the  perfume,  with  aloes-wood, 
which  is  brought  laft,  and  ferves  as  a  fign  that  it  is  time 
for  the  ftranger  to  take  his  leave.  This  is  looked  upon 
as  an  entertainment  fufficient  for  the  greateft  men  in 
the  country 5  only  that  fuch  have  a  piece  of  embroidered 
or  flowered  filk  thrown  over  their  knee  when  they  drink 
the  coffee  and  fherbet :  and  if  it  is  a  vifit  of  ceremony 
from  a  baJJjaw ,  or  other  perfon  in  power,  a  fine  horfc, 

fometimes  with  furniture,  or  fome  fuch  valuable  pre- 
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feat,  is  made  him  at  his  departure.  People  of  inferior 
rank  (or  even  others,  if  they  have  any  favour  to  afk) 
commonly  bring  a  fmall  prefent  (a  Hoover  is  frequently 
thought  fufficient)  when  they  vifit. 

Tobacco  is  fmoked  to  excefs  by  all  the  men,  and 
many  of  the  women.  Even  the  labourers  or  handicraft- 
tradefmen  have  conftantly  a  pipe  in  their  mouths,  if 
they  can  afford  it.  Thofe  pipes  are  made  of  the  twig 
of  a  rofe-bufh,  cherry-tree,  &>c.  bored  for  that  pur- 
pofe  :  thofe  of  the  better  fort  are  five  or  fix  feet  long, 
and  adorned  with  filver.  The  bole  is  of  clay,  and 
often  changed  ;  but  the  pipes  themfelves  laft  for  years. 
Many  who  are  in  eafy  circumftances  have  lately  adopted 
the  Perfian  manner  of  fmoking  the  nargeery  (r);  which 
is  an  inftrument  fo  conftru&ed,  that  the  fmoke  of  the 
tobacco  palles  through  the  water  before  it  comes  into 
the  mouth.  The  method  of  drawing  it  is  different 
from  that  of  a  pipe  3  and  a  good  part  of  the  fmoke 
feems  to  defeend  fome  way  into  the  breaft.  The 
Perfian  tobacco  is  what  they  ufe  in  this  inftrument, 
which  has  an  agreeable  flavour;  attended  with  this  fur¬ 
ther  advantage,  that,  when  finoked  in  this  way,  neither 

the  tafte  or  fmell  of  it  remain  after  wafhing  the 
mouth. 

(0  See  Plate  XIV, 

The 
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The  vulgar,  in  imitation  of  their  fuperiors,  have  at 
the  coffee-houfes  an  ordinary  inftrument  of  the  fame 
conftrudtion  :  in  this  they  ufe  the  common  tobacco, 
wetted  a  little  with  dibbs  and  water,  or  an  infufion  of 
raifins,  adding  at  times  Jheera  (/),  to  make  it  intoxi¬ 
cating  \  and  they  will  draw  in  fuch  vaft  quantities  of 
fmoke,  that  when  they  throw  it  out  again  at  the 
mouth  and  noftrils,  it  appears  furprifing  where  they 
found  room  to  contain  it. 

Opium  is  not  of  fo  high  efleem  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Aleppo  as  at  Conjlantinople ,  and  fome  other  places ; 
nor  could  I  ever  find  the  taking  it  fo  general  a  pra&ice 
in  Turky  as  is  commonly  apprehended,  being  chiefly 
pradfifed  only  by  debauchees.  They  who  take  it  to  excefs 
are  commonly  ftiled  teriaky\  and  the  Theriac.  Andromache 
is  called  in  Turkijh  ter  tack ,  which  perhaps  may  counte¬ 
nance  a  conjecture  that  this  was  the  original  form  they 
ufed  it  in.  At  prefent  they  not  only  ufe  it  in  that  form, 

* 

(/)  This  appears  to  be  the  fame  with  what  in  India  they  call  tin?,  and  is  no 
other  than  the  leaves  of  the  female  hemp,  firft  powdered,  then  put  into  wet  pep¬ 
per,  and  covered  with  hot  afhes  till  it  forms  a  fort  of  pafle,  which  they  prefs 
into  a  thin  cake,  and  then  cut  it  into  fmall  lozenges,  and  dry  it.  About  half  a 
drachm  of  this  put  into  a' pipe  of  tobacco,,  or  rather  the  nargeery,  and  fmoked 
with  the  tobacco,  will  make  a  perfon  drunk,  or  rather  mad ;  and  a  few  grains, 
mixed  with  any  thing  fweet  (particularly,  as  they  fay,  figs,  though  perhaps  what 
it  is  fwallowed  in  is  of  little  confequence),  will,  if  taken  inwardly,  have  the  fame 
effedf.  They  affert  that  acids  will  immediately  put  a  flop  to  its  effects.  This 
intoxicating  quality  of  the  hemp  is  mentioned  by  Galen. 
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but  have  various  other  electuaries  or  confections  wherein 
it  is  mixed  with  aromatics.  Some  few  ufe  it  pure ; 
and  the  greateft  quantity  I  ever  knew  taken  was  three 
drachms  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  immediate  effeCts 
that  I  obferved  it  to  have  upon  fuch  as  were  addicted  to 
it  was,  that  their  fpirits  were  exhilerated,  and,  from  a 
doling,  depreffed  ftate  which  they  fell  into  after  paf- 
fing  the  ufual  time  of  taking  their  dofe, .  they  became 
quite  alert.  The  confequences  of  a  long  ufe  of  it  are, 
that  they  foon  look  old  and  befotted,  like  fuch  as  in 
Etirope  have  ruined  their  conftitutions  by  hard  drink¬ 
ing.  And  it  may  be  conlidered  as  point  of  faCt,  that 
they  but  feldom  live  to  a  good  old  age  :  though  they 
are  rarely  carried  off  by  dropfies,  or  fuch  other  dif- 
eafes,  the  ufual  confequences  of  hard  drinking  amongft 
us ;  but  rather  having  firft  loft  their  memory,  and 
moft  of  their  intellectual  faculties,  they  decline,  in  all 
appearance,  in  the  fame  way  as  thofe  who  fink  under 
the  weight  of  years. 

In  Aleppo  there  are  a  number  of  public  bagnios,  which 
are  frequented  by  people  of  all  feCts  and  conditions,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  of  a  very  high  rank,  who  have  moftly  baths 
in  their  own  houfes.  The  firft  entrance  in  the  public 
bagnio  is  a  large,  lofty  room  \  in  the  middle  of  which 
is  a  fountain,  with  a  bafon,  which  ferves  for  wafhing 
the  linen,  that  hangs  upon  lines  at  a  confiderable  height 

all 
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all  over  the  room.  I11  this  firft  apartment  are  broad 
benches,  where  they  drefs  and  undrefs ;  and  the  air 
is  here  not  at  all  influenced  by  the  heat  of  the  bath, 
except  it  be  juft  at  the  door,  by  which  you  pafs  into  a 
fmall  room,  which  is  pretty  warm,  and  from  thence 
into  a  larger  very  hot.  About  the  ftdes  of  thefe  two 
rooms  are  placed  round  ftone-bafons,  of  about  two  feet 
and  a  half  diameter,  with  two  cocks,  one  of  hot,  and 
the  other  of  cold  water  ;  fo  that  you  may  temper  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  own  pleafure,  and  there  are  copper-bowls 
for  you  to  lave  it  upon  your  body.  In  the  corners  of  the 
inner  room  there  are  fmall  retiring- chambers ;  in  one 
of  which  there  is  frequently  a  ciftern  of  warm  water, 
about  four  feet  deep,  and  large  enough  for  bathing  the 
whole  body.  All  thefe  rooms  are  furmounted  by  cu¬ 
polas  y  and  the  inner  receive  their  light  from  fmall 
openings  in  their  domes,  which  are  covered  with 
glafles.  The  outer  room  receives  its  light,  not  only 
from  the  lanthorn  of  its  dome,  but  alfo  from  win¬ 
dows.  Some  few  bagnios  are  folely  for  the  men, 
others  are  appropriated  to  the  women  only  ;  yet  the 
generality  of  them  admit  both  fexes,  though  at  different 
times ;  that  is,  the  men  in  the  forenoon,  and  women 
in  the  afternoon. 

When  a  man  goes  into  the  hot  room,  the  firft  thing 

he. 
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he  does  is  to  apply  the  'dewa  (/),  (or  medicine  for  ta¬ 
king  off  the  hair),  to  the  pubis  and  armpits.  This  is 
fuffered  to  remain  till  the  hair  is  quite  loofe,  and  then 
mu  ft  be  immediately  waftied  clean  away  with  great 
care.  After  this,  one  of  the  fervants  of  the  bagnio  be¬ 
gins  with  chaffing,  or  kneading  violently,  firft  the  tops 
of  the  fhoulders,  and  then  by  degrees  the  whole  body* 
When  he  comes  to  the  hand,  he  pulls  the  joints  of  the 
fingers,  fo  as  to  make  each  crack  feparately  ;  then  lay¬ 
ing  the  perfon  on  his  back,  with  his  arms  acrofs  his 
breaft,  he  raifes  him  forcibly  by  the  back  part  of  the 
neck,  fo  as  to  make  the  greateft  part  of  the  vertebrae 
crack.  He  then  chaffs  the  back  a  little  more,  and, 
throwing  a  quantity  of  warm  water  over  the  whole 
body,  rubs  him  hard  with  a  bag  made  of  a  fort  of  coarfe 
camelot,  which  is  drawn  over  the  fervant’s  hand,  for 
fome  time.  He  is  next  rubbed  over  with  a  foap-la- 
ther  y  and  the  whole  being  waftied  clean  off,  he  puts 
one  towel  round  his  middle,  another  round  his  head, 
and  perhaps  a  third  over  his  fhoulders ;  in  which  man¬ 
ner  he  goes  out  to  the  great  room,  where  he  generally 
fmokes  a  pipe,  drinks  coffee,  and  perhaps  eats  fome 
fruit,  before  he  dreffes. 

(0  Compofed  of  720  drachms  of  quick-liine,  and  90  drachms  of  orpiment 
powdered.  This  they  moiften  a  little  at  the  time  of  uiing. 
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The  women  having  the  additional  trouble  of  comb¬ 
ing  and  walking,  as  well  as  unplaiting  and  plaiting 
their  hair,  belides  very  frequently  that  of  a  number  of 
children  to  wafh,  remain  generally  in  the  hot  room 
for  a  confiderable  time  ;  but  refrefh  themfelves  at  in¬ 
tervals,  by  going  out  into  the  other  rooms,  where  they 
fmoke,  converfe,  and  drink  coffee,  with  one  or  other 
of  the  various  parties  that  are  commonly  there.  Every 
company  of  two  or  three  are  attended  by  an  old  wo¬ 
man,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  rub  and  wafh  them  ;  but 
do  not  chaff  and  crack  their  joints  as  the  men,  and 
their  bag  for  rubbing  is  much  finer.  They  alfo  ufe 
the  dewa . 

Each  company,  generally  fpeaking,  has  its  collation, 
which  they  eat  in  the  middle  room  before  drefling  :  and 
as  the  bagnio  is  the  principal  place  where  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  fhowing  their  fine  cloaths,  feeing  a  num¬ 
ber  of  company,  or  enjoying  the  freedom  of  conven¬ 
tion,  though  with  their  own  fex  only,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  they  are  very  fond  of  it,  though  their 
entertainment  may  not  be  fo  elegant  as  ILuropecins 
might  expert. 

The  firft  time  a  woman  of  the  country  (whether 
Chrijlian ,  Turk,  or  Jew)  goes  to  the  bagnio  after  child- 

1  ,  .  bearing. 
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bearing,  file  muft  have  wliat  they  call  the  Jhdood ; 
which  is  thus  performed.  She  is  fet  down  in  one  of 
the  wafhing-places  of  the  inner  room,  and  the  mid¬ 
wife  rubs  her  over  with  a  compofition  of  ginger,  pep¬ 
per,  nutmegs,  and  other  fpices,  made  into  a  fort  of 
ointment,  or  rather  electuary,  with  honey.  In  this 
manner  £he  fits  for  fome  time,  the  other  women  in  the 
mean  while  finging  and  warbling  with  their  voices  in  a 
particular  tone,  which  is  their  ufual  way  of  rejoicing  in 
this  country.  After  this  the  lady  is  wafhed  clean, 
and  the  ceremony  finifhed.  This  they  imagine 
ftrengthens  them,  and  prevents  a  great  many  difor- 
ders  that  would  otherwife  enfue  after  delivery  ;  and 
they  ufe  it  alfo  after  recovery  from  any  very  fevere  fit 
of  ficknefs. 

f 

The  people  here  have  no  notion  of  jthe  benefit  of 
exercife,  either  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  or  cu¬ 
ring  difeafes ;  and  it  is  with  relu&ance  that  they  ule 
much,  either  for  bufinefs  'or  pleafure.  To  walk  or 
ride  to  the  gardens  once  or  twice  a-week  at  the  proper 
feafons,  is  as  much  as  moft  of  them  do  for  the  laft 
mentioned  purpofe ;  and  the  other  is  different,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  their  employments. 

The  people  of  condition,  and  their  dependents, 
fhould  however  be  excepted  in  fome  inftances,  they 
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being  commonly  very  atftive  on  horfeback,  and  in  fport- 
ing,  or  the  jareed  ( u ),  ufing  very  violent  exercife.  This 
however  is  but  feldom,  and  hardly  compenfates  for  the 
time  they  fpend  in  that  indolent  indulgence,  of  lolling 
on  their  divans,  which  is  the  way  the  generality  pafs 
much  the  greateft  part  of  their  time. 

As  they  have  no  coaches,  perfons  of  condition  ride  on 
horfeback  in  the  city,  with  a  number  of  fervants  walk¬ 
ing  before  them,  according  to  their  rank  ;  which, 
though  it  may  not  be  fo  convenient  in  bad  weather, 
has  certainly  a  more  manly,  if  not  a  grander  appearance, 
than  our  coaches.  The  ladies,  even  of  the  greateft  fi¬ 
gure,  are  obliged  to  walk  on  foot,  both  in  the  city, 
and  when  they  go  to  any  garden,  if  it  is  but  at  a  mo¬ 
derate  diftance.  In  longer  journies,  the  women  of 
rank  are  carried  by  mules  in  a  litter,  clofe  covered  up  ; 
and  thofe  of  inferior  condition  on  thefe  occafions  are 
commonly  flowed  one  on  each  fide  of  a  mule,  in  a  fort 
of  covered  cradles. 

%■  »  ■  * 

Moft  of  the  natives  go  to  bed  in  good  time,  and  rife 

early  in  the  morning.  They  fleep  in  their  drawers,  and 

(«)  Jareed  is  a  kind  of  javelin,  or  fmall  flick,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  long,  which 
they  learn  to  throw  very  dextroufly,  fo  as  to  go  pointed  as  a  dart.  The  exercife  here 
meant  is  the  throwing  this  when  on  horfeback,  a  mock-fight  with  this  weapon  be¬ 
ing  a  common  entertainment :  and  it  is  furprifing  to  fee  with  what  dexterity 
they  manage  their  hoVfes,  fo  as  to  avoid  running  one  againll  another,  when 
numbers  are  galloping  feemingly  in  the  greateft  diford er. 
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at  lead  one  or  two  waidcoats,  and  fome  of  them  in  win¬ 
ter  in  their  furs.  Their  bed  confids  of  a  matrafs  laid 
on  the  floor,  and  over  this  a  fheet  (in  winter  a  carpet, 
or  fome  fuch  woollen  covering),  the  other  fheet  being 
fowed  to  the  quilt.  A  divan-cufhion  often  ferves  for  a 
bolder  and  pillow  ;  though  fome  have  a  bolder  and  pil¬ 
low  as  we  have.  When  the  time  for  repofe  draws  nigh, 
they  fit  down  on  this  matrafs,  and  fmoke  their  pipe, 
till  they  find  themfelves  fleepy  ;  then  they  lay  them- 
felves  down,  and  leave  their  women  or  fervants  to  cover 
them  when  afleep  ;  and  many  of  the  people  of  fafhion 
are  lulled  to  reft  by  foft  mufic,  or  dories  told  out  of  the 
Arabian  Nights  Entertainment ,  or  fome  other  book  of 
the  fame  kind,  which  their  women  are  taught  to  re¬ 
peat  for  this  purpofe.  If  they  happen  to  wake  in  the 
night,  they  fit  up,  fill  their  pipe,  have  a  difh  of  coffee 
made,  and  fometimes,  efpecially  in  the  long  winter- 
nights,  eat  fome  of  their  fweet  padry,  and  fo  fit  till 
they  drop  afleep  again.  In  the  fu miner  their  beds  are 
made  in  their  court-yard,  or  on  the  'houfe-top  ;  in  the 
winter  they  chufe  for  their  bed-chamber  the  finalled 
and  lowed-roofed  room  on  the  ground-floor.  There  is 
always  a  lamp  burning,  and  often  one  or  two  pans  of  ' 
charcoal ;  which  fometimes  proves  of  bad  confequence 
even  to  them,  and  would  certainly  fuffocate  fuch  as 
have  not  been  accudomed  to  this  bad  practice. 


The 


CITY  of  ALEPPO. 


91 


The  coffee-houfes  are  only  frequented  by  the  vul¬ 
gar.  The  matters  of  thefe  houfes  have  often,  for  the 
entertainment  of  their  cuftomers,  a  concert  of  mufic,  a 
ftory-teller,  and,  in  time  of  Ramadan  particularly,  an 
obfcene,  low  kind  of  puppet-fhow,  and  fometimes  tum¬ 
blers  and  jugglers ;  and  thefe,  properly  fpeaking,  are 
all  their  public  diverttons. 

Their  amufements  within  doors  are  playing  at  chefs, 
in  which  they  are  very  expert,  and  a  fort  of  backgam¬ 
mon,  both  borrowed  from  the  Perfians  ;  draughts, 
mankala,  tabuduk,  and  the  play  of  the  ring,  as  they 
call  it,  which  is  what  the  great  men  often  amufe  them- 
felves  with  in  the  winter-evenings.  It  confifts  merely 
in  gueffing  what  coffee-cup,  out  of  a  number  that  are 
placed  on  a  large  falver,  the  ring  is  hid  under.  They 
have  feveral  engaged  in  the  play  on  each  lide  ;  and  the 
parties  that  win  have  the  privilege  of  blacking  the  faces 
of  their  antagonifts,  putting  fools  caps  on  their  heads, 
and  making  them  Hand  before  them  while  they  fing 
extempore  fongs  in  their  own  praife,  and  in  derifion  ol 
the  lofers.  But  it  is  only  their  fervants,  or  ordinary 
people,  that  they  treat  in  this  manner ;  and  feme  of 
thefe,  efpecially  if  they  have  any  turn  to  buffoonry, 
are  always  of  the  party  on  purpofe. 

Though 
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Though  fome  Chriftians  have  learned  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans  to  play  for  money  ;  yet  thefe  games  are  only 
ufed  by  the  lurks  for  amufement,  and  chiefly  to  pafs 
the  long  winter-evenings.  Sometimes,  ’tis  true,  they 
will  go  fo  far  as  to  pltiy  for  an  entertainment. 

Dancing  is  not,  as  in  Europe ,  reckoned  an  accom- 
plifhment  for  people  of  fafhion,  and  is  fcarce  pra&ifed, 
even  among  the  vulgar,  but  by  fuch  as  make  a  trade  of 
it.  Their  dexterity  does  not  conflft  in  agility,  but 
chiefly  in  the  motion  of  the  arms  and  body,  putting 
themfelves  in  different  attitudes,  many  of  which  (par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  women)  are  none  of  the  moft  decent. 
Their  manner  is  not  ill  defcribed  by  Juvenal  (#). 

At  their  feftivals  they  have  alfo  wreftlers  as  a  part  of 
their  entertainment.  They  have  ftill  a  refemblance  to 
the  athletce  of  the  ancients,  in  anointing  their  naked 
bodies,  having  nothing  on  but  a  pair  of  breeches,  and 
ftrut  and  vaunt  fo  much  at  their  entry  as  feems  to  pro- 
mife  great  matters ;  but  they  make  but  very  forry  fi¬ 
gures  in  their  performance. 


(*)  Forfitan  expe&es  ut  Gaditana  canoro 
Incipiat  prurire  choro  plaufuque  probata 

Ad  terrain  tremulo  defendant  clune  puellae.  Juv.  fat.  xi.  1.  1 6z. 
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I  fliould  not  omit  among  their  amulements  to  men¬ 
tion  buffoons,  who  are  the  conftant  attendants  at  all 
merry-makings,  and  without  whom  their  mirth  and 
converfation  would  foon  languifh,  or  conclude. 

The  mufic  of  the  country  is  of  two  forts ;  one  for 
the  field,  the  other  for  the  chamber.  The  firft  makes 
part  of  the  retinue  of  the  bajhaws ,  and  other  great  mili¬ 
tary  officers,  and  is  ufed  alfo  in  their  garrifons.  It  con- 
fifts  of  a  fort  of  hautboy  ( fhorter,  but  fhriller  than 
ours ;  trumpets  (#),  cymbals  [a),  large  drums  (6)y  the 
upper  head  of  which  is  beat  upon  with  a  heavy  drum- 
flick,  the  lower  with  a  fmall  fwitch.  A  vizir-bajhaw  has 
nine  of  thefe  large  drums,  while  a  bafiaw  of  two  tails  has 
but  eight,  the  diftin&ion  by  which  the  mufic  of  one  may 
be  known  from  that  of  the  other.  Befides  thefe,  they 
have  fmall  drums  (c),  beat  after  the  manner  of  our  ket¬ 
tle-drums.  This  mufic  at  a  diftance  has  a  tolerable 

good  effect. 

Their  chamber-mufic  confifts  of  a  dulcimer  [d ),  guit- 
tar  (*),  dervifes  flute  (/),  blown  in  a  very  particular  man- 

(;>)  Zumr.  00  Nakara.. 

(z)  Napheer.  00  Santeer. 

{a)  Snooge.  .  .  ie)  Tamboor. 

(*)  Tabble.  (/)  Naii. 
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ner  ;  Arab  fiddle  (g),  a  couple  of  finall  drums,  and 
the  diff  (b)y  which  ferves  chiefly  to  beat  time  to  the  voice, 
the  worfi:  of  all  their  mufic ;  for  they  bellow  fo  hi- 
deoufly,  that  it  fpoils  what  without  it  would  be  in  fome 
degree  harmonious.  This  diff  is  a  hoop,  (fometimes 
with  pieces  of  brafs  fixed  in  it  to  make  a  jingling)  over 
which  a  piece  of  parchment  is  diftended.  It  is  beat 
with  the  fingers,  and  is  the  true  tympanum  of  the 
ancients ;  as  appears  from  its  figure  in  feveral  relievos, 
reprefenting  the  orgies  of  Bacchus ,  and  rites  of  Cybele . 
It  is  worth  obferving,  that,  according  to  *Juvenaly  the 
Romans  had  this  inftrument  firft  from  hence  (/).  They 
alfo  have  a  kind  of  flute,  like  the  ancient  fyrinx ;  but 
it  is  not  much  ufed  among  them,  there  being  but  few 
that  can  play  upon  it. 

VI 

Befides  the  above  mentioned  inftruments,  they  have 
likewife  a  fort  of  bagpipe,  which  numbers  of  idle  fel¬ 
lows  play  upon  round  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  making  it 
a  pretence  to  afk  a  prefent  of  fuch  as  pafs. 

(p)  Kamanjee. 

\  a  [J 

(b)  Diff. 

(/)  Jampridem  Syrus  in  Tiberim  defluxit  Orontes, 

Et  linguam  &  mores,  &  cum  tibicine  chordas 

Obliquas  necnon  gentilia  tympana  fecum 

Vexit.  Juv.  fat.  iii.  1.  62. 
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Though  they  underftand  the  different  meafures  in 

mufic,  and  have  names  for  them ;  yet  they  have  no 
method  of  writing  the  notes.  They  learn  entirely  by 
the  ear  ;  yet  it  is  obfervable,  that  when  feveral  per- 
fons  play  together  they  keep  time  very  exadtly.  They 
have  neither  bafs,  nor  other  different  parts  in  mufic,  all 
playing  the  fame. 

The  print  annexed  reprefents  a  Turkijh  concert, 
drawn  from  the  life;  in  which  care  has  been  taken 
alfo  to  fhow,  through  a  window,  the  inner  court-yard 
of  a  houfe,  with  the  little  garden,  fountain,  & c.  and 
through  another  is  feen  part  of  a  mofque,  with  the 
minaret,  from  whence  the  imaums  call  the  people  to 
prayers.  The  drefs  of  the  performers  alfo  fhow  the 
different  kinds  wore  by  the  ordinary  people,  according 
to  their  fed,  &c.  The  firft,  who  beats  the  diff,  re¬ 
prefents  that  of  an  ordinary  ‘Turk ;  the  next  a  flo- 
venly  ordinary  Chriftian  ;  the  middle  figure  is  a  Der- 
vife ;  the  fourth  is  a  Chriftian  of  a  middle  rank,  play¬ 
ing  upon  the  Arab  fiddle.  What  is  peculiar  in  his 
drefs,  is,  that  the  fafh  of  the  turbant  is  ftrip’d  with 
blue,  and  his  flippers  red.  The  laft  is  an  ordinary 
fellow,  beating  the  fmall  drums  with  his  fingers,  as 
they  often  do,  inftead  of  drumfticks.  His  head-drefs 
is  fuch  as  is  worn  by  many  Janizaries ,  and  commonly 
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by  the  Arabgarlees ,  a  race  of  Artneniansy  who  attend 
upon  the  Europeans . 

Whatever  figure  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
made  formerly  in  literature,  they  are  at  prefent  very 
ignorant.  Many  bajhaws ,  and  even  farmers  of  the 
cuftoms,  and  confiderable  merchants,  cannot  either  read 
cr  write.  It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  their 
youth  of  late  years  are  better  taught  than  formerly  ; 
though,  even  at  this  time>  their  education  feldom  ex¬ 
tends  farther  than  juft  to  read  a  little  of  the  Koran, 
and  write  a  common  letter,  except  fuch  as  are  bred 
to  the  law  or  divinity,  which  are  clofely  allied  in  this 
country.  The  profefiors  of  both  ufually  pretend  like- 
wife  to  fome  fkill  in  phyfic.  In  the  time  I  lived  there, 
only  one  inhabitant  of  the  place  underftood  enough  of 
aftronomy  to  be  able  to  calculate  the  time  of  an  eclipfe; 
for  which  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  extraordinary 
perfon.  Numbers  there  are  who  imagine  they  under- 
ftand  judicial  aftrology,  in  which  the  natives  have  great 
faith  :  but  it  would  take  up  too  much  time  even  fo 
much  as  to  mention  their  various  fuperftitions  in  this 
and  many  other  refpedts. 

In  the  city  there^  are  a  great  number  of  colleges,  but 
very  little  taught  in  them ;  they  being  generally  built  by 
fuch  as  have  raifed  great  eftates  by  oppreffion,  and  other 

bad 
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bad  means,  and  are  intended  by  the  founders,  partly  as 
an  atonement  for  their  wickednefs,  and  partly  to  fecure 
an  eftate  in  the  family,  their  defcendents  being  com¬ 
monly  appointed  curators  of  thefc  endowments,  and 
feldom  fail  to  apply  to  their  own  private  ufe  what  feemed 
intended  for  public  benefit ;  and  thus  the  fchool  foon 
runs  to  decay.  Many  of  thefe  have  a  fort  of  library  be¬ 
longing  to  them,  and  a  few  private  men  among  the 
learned  have  fome  books ;  but  thefe  are  very  rarely  good 
for  much,  and  are  kept  more  through  vanity,  than  for 
any  ufe  they  either  make  of  them  themfelves,  or  fufi'er 
to  be  made  of  them  by  others. 

Though  the  Turks  are  predeftinarians,  they  are  taught 
however  to  believe,  that  tho’  God  has  afflicted  mankind 
with  difeafes ;  yet  he  has  fent  them  alfo  the  remedies, 
and  they  are  therefore  to  uie  the  propel  means  for  their 
recovery  :  fo  that  practitioners  in  phyfic  are  here  well 
efteemed,  and  very  numerous.  Thefe  are  chiefly  na¬ 
tive  Chriftians,  and  a  few  Jews.  The  Turks  feldom 
make  this  their  profeflion.  Not  one  of  the  natives,  how¬ 
ever,  of  any  fed  is  allowed  to  pradife  without  a  licence 
from  the  Hakeem  Bajhee ;  but  a  few  fequins  are  Effi¬ 
cient  to  procure  this  to  the  moft  ignorant ;  and  fuch 
moft  of  them  are  egregioufly,  lor  they  have  no' colleges 
in  which  any  branch  of  phyfic  is  taught :  and  as  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  of  their  government  renders  the  diflec- 
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tion  of  human  bodies  impracticable,  and  that  of  brutes 
is  a  thing  of  which  they  never  think,  they  have  a  very 
imperfect  idea  of  the  fituation  of  the  parts,  or  their 
functions. 

% 

Of  the  ufe  of  chemiftry  in  medicine  they  are  totally 
ignorant  ;  but  now  and  then  one  amongft  them  juft  ac¬ 
quires  a  [mattering  enough  of  alchemy  to  beggar  his 
family  by  it. 

Many  of  them  are  brought  up  under  matters  who  live 
by  the  profeffion  of  phyfic  ;  but  thefe  are  feldom  ca¬ 
pable  of  teaching  them  much  ;  and,  to  conceal  their 
own  ignorance  the  more  effectually,  they  commonly  pre¬ 
tend  to  a  number  of  fecrets  not  to  be  difclofed  :  fo  that 
fuch  of  them  as  know  any  thing,  muft  obtain  it  by  their 
own  reading  and  obfervation.  But  to  the  latter  they  are 
feldom  much  indebted,  as  they  look  upon  whatever  they 
find  in  any  book  as  an  eftablifhed  faCt,  and  not  to  be 
by  them  contradicted,  however  oppoffte  it  may  appear 
to  their  own  experience, 

V 

The  books  they  have  amongft  them  are  fome  of  the 
Arabian  writers  \  Kb  en fin  a  in  particular,  whofe  autho¬ 
rity  is  indifputable  with  them.  They  have  likewife  fome 
tranllations  of  Hippocrates ,  Galen ,  Diof cor  ides ,  and  a  few 
other  ancient  Greek  writers.  But  their  copies  are  in  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  miferably  incorrect.  Hence  it  may  eafily  be  feen, 
that  the  ftate  of  phylic  among  the  natives  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  every  other  fcience,  is  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
and  that  it  is  far  from  being  in  a  way  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

But,  ignorant  as  they  are  in  regard  to  phyfic,  they  are 
great  mafters  in  temporifing,  and  know  how  to  fuit  a 
plaufible  theory  to  the  patient’s  way  of  thinking ;  in 
doing  which  they  fcruple  not  to  quote  the  authority  of 
Hippocrates ,  Galen ,  and  Ebenjina ,  in  fupport  of  opi¬ 
nions  the  moft  ridiculous  and  abfurd. 

It  is  from  the  pulfe  alone  that  they  pretend,  and  are 
expected  to  difcover  all  difeafes,  and  alfo  pregnancy  : 
from  their  confidence  in  which  laft  they  are  daily  the 
death  of  numbers  of  infants,  by  perfuading  the  women 
that  their  complaints  are  from  obftrudtions,  and  giving 
them  medicines  accordingly  ;  while  many  others,  under 
real  difeafes,  are  amufed  with  the  hopes  of  pregnancy 
till  paft  recovery. 

Their  practice  is  very  trifling  in  moft  cafes,  and 
commonly  adapted  rather  to  fuit  the  opinion  of  the  fick, 
and  thofe  about  them,  than  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 
While  they  apprehend  the  fick  to  be  in  no  danger,  they 
attend  clofe,  and  give  quantities  of  medicines  \  but,  as 

O  2  *  foon 
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foon  as  they  think  they  are  in  danger,  they  do  not  go 
near  them  unlefs  fent  for,  and  then  give  no  medicines,  but 
advife  the  relations  to  ufe  fome  trifling  things ;  for  which 
indeed  they  have  fome  reafon,  for  commonly  the  laft 
medicine  taken  is  held  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  patient’s 
death. 

What  has  been  faid  with  regard  to  practitioners  in 
phyfic,  relates  folely  to  the  natives ;  for  the  Europeans , 
of  whom  there  are  feveral,  pradlife  in  their  own  way,, 
and  are  greatly  refpedled  by  the  inhabitants ;  though, 
partly  to  fave  their  money,  and  partly  from  a  notion  of 
their  giving  violent  medicines,  they  feldom  apply  to 
them,  till  they  have  tried  their  own  dodtors  to  no  pur- 

Though  their  bards  are  the  laft  mentioned,  yet  they 
are  far  from  being  the  leaft  worthy  of  notice ;  for  at 
times  a  poetical  genius  fhows  himfelf  among  them,  and 
produces  fome  things  which  they  greatly  efteem. 

A  particular  defcription  of  their  drefs,  as  it  would  be 
foreign  to  my  purpofe,  fo  it  would  carry  me  beyond  my 
propofed  limits.  Some  tolerable  idea  of  it  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  Plate  XIV.  XV.  and  XVII.  (k).  All  that  I 

fhall 

(0  Explanation  of  Plate  XV.  The  windows  are  reprefen  ted  as  opening  on  the  outer? 
court-yards  of  a  grea*  houfe,  where  the  colonade,  or  gallery,  and  flair-cafe,  are 
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fliall  fay,  therefore,  on  this  head  is,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  peculiar  attachment  to  ancient  cuftoms, 
they  are  of  late  become  not  a  little  extravagant  in  this 
article.  And  though  their  fafhions  do  not  alter  fo 
quick  as  in  Europe ,  yet  they  do  alter,  and  that  not 
feldom.  Such  of  their  fmgularities,  however,  in  re- 
fpedt  to  drefs  and  ornament,  as  feem  more  imme¬ 
diately  to  regard  their  health,  it  may  be  proper  to 
mention. 

Some  of  the  old  men  dye  their  beards,  and  the  old 
women  their  hair,  of  a  red  colour,  with  henna,  which 
gives  them  a  very  whimfical  appearance  ;  and  many  of 


eafily  diflingmfhed.  In  the  front  of  the  pi&ure,  the  Turkifh  method  of  deco¬ 
rating  their  rooms  with  Arab  infcripftons,  painting  and  carving,  is  exhibited. 
The°carpet,  matrafs,  and  cufhions,  denote  the  divan  properly  furnHhed  ;  in  the 
neareft  corner  of  which  fits  a  kadee ,  fmoking  the  nargeery  aftei  the  Perfian 
manner.  He  is  dreffed  in  what  they  call  a  ferragee,  which  is  lined  with  fur,  and 
has  wide  fleeves.  This  drefs,  though  moft  commonly  worn  by  the  lawyers,  is 
alfo  fometimes  wore  by  other  perfons  of  diffindfion :  but  the  turBant  is  of  jhat 
fort  which  is  peculiar  to  that  profeffion.  In  the  centre  fits  a  far  dor,  or  aga  of  the 
Janizaries.  The  form  of  his  turbant  is  that  which  belongs  to  tne  omcers  of  that 
body;  but  that  of  his  robe  is  what  is  wore  mdifcriminately  by  all  weli-drefled  people, 
only  peculiar  to  fuch  vefls  as  are  lined  with  fhort-halieci  furs,  as  fable,  etmin,  f^uii  - 
rel,  which  they  wear  in  the  fpring  and  autumn.  He  is  drinking  coffee ;  and 
before  him  ffands  a  fervant  to  receive  the  coffee-cup,  in  that  drefs,  and  humble, 
fubmiflive  attitude  in  which  they  are  accuftomed  to  wait  upon  their  mailers.  In 
the  farther  corner  fits  a  bafliaw,  fmoking  a  pipe  after  the  mannei  of  th^  Turks. 
His  turbant  is  in  the  form  that  all  the  people  of  fafhion  in  that  country  wear,  and  his 
robe  that  which  conftitutes  a  full  drefs  in  the  winter  ;  when  it  is  lined  with  long- 
-  haired  fur,  fuch  as  is  taken  from  the  ounce,  foxes  of  different  kinds,  tdc.  I  he 
whole  forms  a  fccne  of  a  Turkifh  entertainment. 

Plate  XVI.  reprefcnts  a  Turkifh  lady  of  condition  in  the  proper  drefs  of 
Aleppo.  She  is  reprefented  as  fitting  carelefsly  on  a  divan,  imokiag  a  fipv, 
and  her  fei'vant  prefenting  a  difh  of  coffee  in  the  ufual  manner , 
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the  men  dye  their  beards  black,  to  conceal  their 
age  (/). 

Few. of  the  women  paint,  except  among  the  Jews, 
and  fuch  as  are  common  proftitutes ;  but  they  generally 
black  their  eye-brows,  or  rather  make  artificial  ones, 
with  a  certain-  compofition  which  they  call  hattat  ( m ). 
This  practice,  however,  is  daily  declining. 

Upon  a  principle  of  ftrengthening  the  fight,  as  well 
as  an  ornament,  it  is  become  a  general  practice  among 
the  women,  to  black  the  infide  of  their  eye-lids,  by 
applying  a  powder  called  ifmed  (n).  Their  method  of 


(/)  They  have  feveral  methods  of  doing  this  ;  but  the  moh  common  compofi- 
lion  is  the  following,  viz.  Take  120  drachms  of  fumach,  and  boil  it  in  360 
drachms  of  water,  to  the  confuinption  of  two-thirds  of  the  liquor.  In  this  de¬ 
coction,  when  flrained,  infufe  the  following  ingredients  for  fome  days  ;  green  vitriol, 
galls,  allum,  frelh  branches  of  walnut-tree,  of  each  5  drachms.  With  this  the 
beard  being  firft  walhed,  and  well  dried,  is  rubbed  over,  and  the  tin&ure  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  on  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  after  which  they  wafh  with 
warm  water. 

{m)  The  compofition  is  as  follows.  Put  60  drachms  of  oil  into  an  earthen 
velfel  on  a  gentle  fire  ;  and,  when  it  begins  to  boil,  throw  in  by  degrees  60 
drachms  of  galls  :  cover  the  veffel  with  a  fmooth  hone,  and  let  it  remain  on  the 
fire  till  the  galls  become  of  a  black,  burnt  colour.  It  is  then  to  be  removed 
from  the  fire,  and  what  is  found  flicking  to  the  cover  being  taken  off,  mixed 
with  the  finer  part  of  what  remains  in  the  veffel.  To  this  mufl  be  added  the 
following  ingredients,  finely  powdered,  crude  fal.  ammoniac  20  drachms, 
aff.  uh.  20  drachms,  henna  120  drachms :  the  whole,  by  kneading  with  the  hands 
is  formed  into  little  pieces  or  tablets.  It  is  applied  with  a  little  bit  of  wet 
flick. 

('/)  This  is  made  of  a  mineral  fubflance,  called  alfo  Ijpahany,  from  the  place 
it  is  brought  from.  It  appears  to  be  a  rich  lead-ore,  and  is  prepared  by  roafling 
it  in  a  quince,  apple,  or  trufle  :  then  it  is  levigated  with  oil  of  fweet  almonds  on 
a  marble-hone.  If  intended  to  hrengthen  the  eyes,  they  often  add  flowers  of 
olibanum  or  amber. 

doing 
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doing  it  is  by  a  cylindrical  piece  of  filver,  Heel,  or 
ivory,  about  two  inches  long,  made  very  fmooth,  and 
about  the  fize  of  a  common  probe.  This  they  wet 
with  water,  in  order  that  the  powder  may  flick  to  it ; 
and  applying  the  middle  part  horizontally  to  the  eye, 
they  fhut  the  eye-lids  upon  it,  and  fo  drawing  it  through 
between  them,  it  blacks  the  infide,  leaving  a  narrow 
black  rim  all  round  the  edge.  This  is  fometimes  prac- 
tifed  by  the  men,  but  is  then  regarded  as  foppifh. 

Another  Angular  method  of  adorning  themfelves 
the  women  have,  which  is,  by  dying  their  feet  and 
hands  with  henna  ;  which  is  brought  in  great  quantities 
from  Egypt ,  chiefly  for  that  purpofe,  as  the  pradice 
is  general  amongft  all  fedts  and  conditions.  The  com¬ 
mon  way  is  only  to  dye  the  tips  of  the  fingers  and, 
toes,  and  fome  few  fpots  upon  the  hands  and  feet,  and 
leave  them  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour,  the  natural  tinc¬ 
ture  from  the  henna,  which  to  a  European  looks  very 
difagreeable.  But  the  more  polite  manner  is  to  have 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  hands  and  feet  ftained  in  form 
of  roles,  and  various  figures,  and  the  dye  made  of  a 
very  dark  green  (o\  This  however,  after  fome  days, 

begins 


(0)  The  method  of  applying  the  Henna  is  thus.  Tney  take  fome  of  the  henna 
in  powder,  and  making  it  into  a  pafte  with  water,  roll  or  fpin  it  out  into  fmall 
threads ;  then  they  take  a  piece  of  leaven,  and  with  a  rolling-pin  roil  it  out  into  a 

very  thiacake,  which,  they  cut  out  into  proper  forms,  for  covering  the  hands,  feet, 

fing^r-s,. 
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begins  to  cliange,  and  at  laft  looks  as  nafty  as  the 

other. 

*■ \ 

The  women  in  fome  of  the  villages,  and  all  the 
Arabs  and  Chmganas  (o),  wear  a  large  Elver  or  gold 
ring  through  the  external  cartilage  of  their  right  nof- 
tril.  I  have  feen  fome  of  at  lead;  an  inch  and  an  half 
diameter.  It  is  ufual  for  thefe  people  likewife,  by  way 
of  ornament,  to  mark  their  under-lip,  and  fcmetimes 
their  breafts  and  arms  with  a  blue  colour.  This  is 
clone  by  pricking  the  part  all  over  with  a  needle,  and 
then  rubbing  it  with  a  certain  powder,  which  leaves  a 

diftinct  and  indelible  mark,  like  that  which  one  fo  of¬ 
ten  fees  among  the  failors  and  common  people  in 

England. 

fingers,  and  toes ;  and  upon  this  the  threads  of  the  henna-pafie  are  placed  in  the 
forms  they  intend  to  imprint  upon  the  parts.  A  piece  of  the  henna-pafie  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  tip  of  each  finger  and  toe  ;  and  then  the  pieces  of  leaven-cake, 
prepared  as  above,  are  tied  on  to  the  different  parts  they  are  intended  for,  and 
fuffered  to  remain  there  for  two  or  three  hours  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  all 
is  taken  off,  and  the  mark  of  the  feveral  figures  made  with  the  henna  are  found 
imprinted  on  the  parts  to  which  they  were  applied.  They  then  cover  the  whole 
hands  and  feet  with  a  pafie  made  of  wheat-flour,  a  fmall  proportion  of  crude 
fal  ammoniac,  and  a  little  quicklime,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water,  which 
in  about  half  an  hour  turns  all  the  parts  that  had  been  before  dyed  of  a  dir.ty 
red  or  yellow,  with  the  henna,  into  a  fort  of  black,  or  rather  very  dark  green 
colour. 

(p)  Chinganas  are  a  race  of  people",  who  are  generally  efleemed  to  be  the  fame 
with  our  Gypfies.  They  very  much  refemble  Arabs,  and,  like  them,  live  under 
tents  ;  but  they  are  not  acknowledged  by  them,  or  efteemed  orthodox  Modems. 
1  hey  are  extremely  poor,  and  fome  few  are  lodged  in  tents  round  the  fkirts  of 
the  town  all  the  year  round,  and  hire  themfeives  for  labourers,  and  other  menial 
offices ;  but  the  greatefl  number  come  thither  in  the  fpring  from  all  parts,  to 
affifi  in  reaping  the  corn. 


■  With 
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With  refpedt  to  the  people  in  general,  tliefe  remarks 
may  be  fufficient.  But  as,  in  their  manner  of  living, 
the  Turks  differ  from  the  Chriftians,  and  the  Jews  from 
both,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  a  view  of  each. 

To  begin  with  the  Turks ,  who  are  the  moft  nume¬ 
rous  ;  fuch  as  can  afford,  and  dare  fhow  it,  live  well, 
and  are  far  from  being  the  abftemious  people  that  many 
imagine  them  to  be.  As  foon  as  they  get  up  in  the 
morning,  they  breakfaft  on  fried  eggs,  cheefe,  honey, 
leban,  &c.  About  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  in 
winter,  and  rather  earlier  in  fummer,  they  dine.  Their 
table  is  round,  and  as  well  as  their  difhes,  is  made  either 
of  copper  tinned,  or  for  bajhaws ,  and  other  perfons  of 
high  diftin&ion,  of  filver.  It  is  placed  upon  a  ftool  about 
a  foot  or  fourteen  inches  high.  A  piece  of  red  cloth, 
cut  in  a  round  form,  is  fpread  upon  the  divan  under 
the  table,  to  prevent  that  from  being  foiled  ;  and  a  long 
piece  of  filk-ftuff  is  laid  round,  to  cover  the  knees  of 
fuch  as  fit  at  the  table,  which  has  no  covering  but  the 
victuals.  Pickles,  fallads,  fiuall  bafons  oi  leoan,  biead, 
and  fpoons,  are  difpofed  in  proper  order  round  the 
edges.  The  middle  is  for  the  difhes,  which  (among 
the  great  people)  are  brought  in  one  by  one  ;  and, 
after  each  perfon  has  ate  a  little,  they  are  changed. 

Their  fingers  ferve  them  for  knives  and  forks ;  but  for 

p  liquids 
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liquids  they  are  obliged  to  have  fpoons,  which  are  made 
of  wood,  horn,  or  tortoife-fhell,  for  filver  or  gold  is  not 
permitted  them  for  that  purpofe  by  their  religion. 
The  fir  ft  difh  is  generally  a  fort  of  broth,  or  foup  (y), 
and  the  laft  pilaw.  The  intermediate  difhes,  which, 
generally  fpeaking,  are  numerous,  confift  of  mutton 
cut  into  fmall  pieces,  and  roafted  (r),  or  ftewed  with 
herbs  and  cicers  (/)  ;  ftewed  pigeons,  fowls,  or  other 
birds,  which  are  commonly  fluffed  with  rice  and  fpices. 
A  whole  lamb,  ftufted  with  rice,  almonds,  raifins,  pifta- 
ches,  &c.  and  ftewed,  is  a  favourite  difh  with  them  (*). 
Rice,  and  minced  meat,  wrapped  up  in  vine-leaves  (#), 
beet,  endive,  borrage,  &c.  or  fluffed  into  cucumbers  (at), 
mad  apples  (jy)  (badinjans),  gourds,  quinces,  and 
ftewed,  they  are  very  fond  of,  and  call  mahjhee ,  in 
Turkijh  dolmahy  with  the  name  of  the  enveloping  ve¬ 
getable  added,  as  badinjan  mahjhee y  &c.  Paftry,  both 
with  meat,  and  of  the  fweet  or  fruit  kind,  they  would 
make  very  well,  if  the  badnefs  of  their  butter  did  not  fpoil 
them.  A  large  pilaw,  with  a  difh  of  fweet  ftarch  (#), 
which  they  fometimes  eat  with  it,  comes  laft,  except¬ 
ing  the  hhujhaf ;  which  is  a  very  thin  fyrup,  with  cur- 


(q)  Shorba. 

(r)  Kabab. 

(/)  Yahny. 

(i1)  Kharoof  Mahfhee. 


( u )  Yaprak. 

(*)  Kheiar  Ma/hfee. 

(y)  Badinjan  Mahfhee, 

(z)  Paloofa. 
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rans,  raifins,  dried  apricots,  piftaches,  flices  of  pears, 
apples,  or  the  like,  fwimming  in  it ;  and  of  this  each 
perfon  takes  a  large  Ipoonful,  with  fpoons  brought  in 
with  it  on  purpofe,  and  finifhes  the  repair.  Water  is 
their  liquor  at  table,  and  after  dinner  they  drink  cof¬ 
fee.  Alinoft  all  their  diihes  are  either  greafy  with  fat, 
or  butter  pretty  high-feafoned  with  flit  and  fpices ; 
many  of  them  made  four  with  verjuice,  pomegranate, 
or  lemon-juice ;  and  onions  and  garlick  often  com¬ 
plete  the  feafoning. 

They  fup  early,  that  is,  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
winter,  and  fix  in  the  fummer,  in  much  the  fame 
manner  that  they  dine  ;  and  in  winter,  as  they  often 
vifit  one  another,  and  fit  up  late,  they  have  a  collation 
of  kennafy  ( a ),  or  other  fweet  difhes. 

In  the  fummer  their  breakfaft  commonly  confifts  or 
fruits;  and,  befides  dinner  and  fupper,  they  often, 
within  the  compafs  of  the  day,  eat  water-melons,  cu¬ 
cumbers,  and  other  fruits,  according  to  the  feafon. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  they  are  not  fo  regular  in 
their  times  of  eating  as  the  Europeans :  and  though  it 


(a)  Kennafy  is  a  mixture  of  flour  and  water,  made  juft  thin  enough  to  run 
through  the  holes  of  a  veffel  they  have  on  purpofe,  held  over  a  hot  copper  plate, 
which  dries  it  quickly;  fo  that  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  number  of  threads 

This  is  mixed  with  butter  and  honey,  and  baked  in  the  oven. 
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fhould  happen  that  they  are  but  juft  rofe  from  table, 
they  cannot  withftand  the  invitation  of  another  com¬ 
pany,  but  fit  down  and  eat  gain  with  them. 

/  '  f  i  t  f  if. 

The  common  people  have  no  fuch  variety  as  has 
been  before  defcribed.  Bread,  dibbs,  leban,  butter, 
rice,  and  a  very  little  mutton,  make  the  chief  of  their 
food  in  the  winter ;  as  rice,  bread,  cheefe,  and  fruits, 
do  in  the  fummer.  Their  principal  meal  is  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  they  return  to  their  families  from  the  exer- 

cife  of  their  refpe&ive  occupations. 

~  -  ,  *  * 

Through  the  whole  of  the  month  of  Ramadan  (b), 
they  fall  from  the  dawn  of  day  till  funfet,  and  do  not 
either  eat  or  fmoke :  but,  as  foon  as  the  fun  is  down,  they 
eat  a  hearty  meal ;  and,  fuch  as  can  afford  to  deep  in 
the  day,  keep  eating  and  drinking  the  greatell  part  of 
the  night,  living  more  luxurioufly  than  at  other  times, 
and  generally  fpending  as  much  money  in  that  one,  as 
in  any  other  two  months  in  the  year  but  the  poor 
labourers,  or  tliofe  whofe  bulinefs  calls  them  abroad  in 


(b)  The  faff  of  Ramadan  happens  fucceffively  in  every  feafon  of  the  year :  for  as 
tfhe  Turks  keep  the  lunar  months,  without  any  allowance,  as  the  Jews  have,  to 
make  them  correfpond  with  the  feafbns,  fo  they  lofe  about  eleven  days  in  every 
folar  year  ;  and  by  this  means  the  month  of  Ramadan  anticipates  about  that  num¬ 
ber  of  days  every  year.  In  other  affairs,  that  are  requifite  to  fall  at  particular 
feafons,  as  farming  their  duties  on  tobacco,  &c.  they  obferve  ^the  Greek  months, 
which  correfpond  to  the  Julian  calendar. 
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the  day,  fuffer  a  great  deal  during  this  fad,  more  efpe- 
daily  when  it  happens  in  the  fummer. 

Though  wine  and  fpirits  are  only  drank  by  the  irre¬ 
ligious  and  licentious  among  the  Turks ,  yet  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  is  more  than  what  from  appearance  one 
would  apprehend  :  for  as  thefe  liquors  are  prohibited 
by  their  religion,  they  chiefly  drink  in  fecret  at  their 
gardens,  or  privately  in  the  night ;  and,  if  they  once 
begin,  they  generally  drink  to  great  excefs  whenever 
they  can  come  at  liquor. 

By  their  religion  they  are  obliged  to  wafh  before  their 
prayers,  which  are  five  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
(c\  and  alfo  every  time  they  eafe  nature.  As  they  eat 
chiefly  with  their  fingers,  they  are  likewife  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  to  wafh  after  every  meal,  and  the  more  cleanly 
do  it  before  meals  alfo.  Befides,  every  time  they  co¬ 
habit  with  their  women,  they  mufi:  go  to  the  bagnio 
before  they  can  fay  their  prayers ;  fo  that  they  are  al- 

1110ft  all  day  long  dabbling  in  water. 

„  ' 

( c )  Sallah  il  Subh,  at  day-break.. 

Sallah  il  Dohr ,  at  noon. 

Sallah  il  AJfr.  The  common  opinion  is,  that  this  praying-time  is  mid-way 
between  noon  and  funfet ;  but  their  true  calculation,  I  have 
been  told,  is  as  long  after  noon  as  half  the  diffance  cf  time 
between  Sallah  il  Subh  and  Sallah  il  Dohr  amounts  to. 

Sallah  il  Muggreb ,  at  funfet. 

Sallah  il  4foif,  at  an  hour  and  a  half  after  funfet. 

Though 


ft 
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Though  by  law,  or  rather  from  an  implied  tolera¬ 
tion  (d)>  they  are  allowed  four  wives,  and  as  many 
concubines,  or  more  properly  female-flaves,  as  they 
can  or  care  to  maintain  ;  yet  as  they  are  obliged 

to  pay  money  for  their  wives,  few  of  any  rank  have 
more  than  two  ;  the  poorer  fort  have  feldom  more 
than  one,  and  hardly  ever  a  concubine.  Thofe  of  mid¬ 
dling  circumftances  rarely  exceed  three  or  four  ;  though 
fome  I  have  known,  of  greater  opulence,  have  kept 
forty,  exclufive  of  thofe  employed  in  the  menial  of¬ 
fices  of  the  family.  It  may  appear  ftrange  how  fuch 
a  number  fhould  agree  tolerably  well  together  ;  and  in 
fad  the  mafter  of  the  family  hath  very  frequently 
enough  to  do  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  But 
if  we  confider,  that  they  are  accuftomed  from  their 
infancy  to  a  fervile  obedience,  that  the  hufband  can  at 
pleafure  divorce  his  wife  without  afligning  any  caufe,  and 
fell  fuch  of  his  flaves  as  he  has  had  no  children  by,  it 
will  not  appear  fo  extraordinary  that  they  live  together  in 
a  tolerable  degree  of  harmony.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  wife  has  alfo  a  check  upon  him;  for  if  he  di¬ 
vorces  his  wife,  it  is  attended  with  expence,  as  he  muft 
not  only  lofe  all  the  money  fhe  at  firft  coft  him,  but 


(d)  The  Koran  exprefsly  fays,  that  they  lhall  have  but  four  women,  whether 
wives  01  concubines  (Sale's  Koran,  ch.  iv.  p.  60.) ;  and  mod  of  the  learned  among 
them  know  this  fh  lftly  to  be  their  law :  but  what  I  have  mentioned  above  being  the 
common  praftice  the  far  greater  part  of  the  people  believe  it  to  be  lawful  §  See 
Sales  Koran,  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  §  6.  p.  133. 


there 
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there  is  generally  a  fum  equal  to  that  ftipulated  by  the 
contract,  to  be  paid  in  cafe  he  fhould  at  any  time  di¬ 
vorce  her. 

In  this  country  marriages  are  commonly  brought 
about  by  the  ladies  :  and  the  mothers,  in  order  to  find 
out  a  proper  wife  for  their  fons,  take  all  opportunities 
of  introducing  therrifelves  into  company  where  they  ex¬ 
pert  to  have  a  fight  of  a  young  woman  who  may  be 
difengaged ;  and,  when  they  have  met  with  one  they 
think  will  be  agreeable,  they  propofe  to  the  mother  a 
match  between  her  and  the  young  man.  This  puts  the 
family  upon  enquiring  into  his  charadtei  and  circumftan- 
ces ;  and,  if  matters  are  likely  to  be  adjufted,  (he  is  for¬ 
mally  demanded  of  her  parents  by  the  father,  the  price  is 
fixed  that  he  is  to  pay  for  her,  and  a  licence  is  procu¬ 
red  from  the  lade ,  for  fuch  a  perfon  to  marry  fuch  a 
woman :  each  of  the  young  folks  then  appoint  a  proxy, 
who  meet  with  the  imaum ,  and  feveral  ot  the  male  re¬ 
lations;  and,  after  witneffes  have  been  examined  to 
prove  thofe  are  the  proxies  regularly  appointed,  he  alks 
the  one,  If  he  is  willing  to  buy  the  bride  for  fuch  a 
fum  of  money  ?  and  the  other,  If  he  is  fatisfied  with 
the  fum  ?  To  which  having  received  anfwers  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  he  joins  their  hands ;  and  the  money  being 
paid,  the  bargain  is  concluded  with  a  prayer  out  of  the 

Koran.  r,,. 
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The  bridegroom  is  at  liberty  after  this  to  take  his 
bride  home  whenever  he  thinks  proper  ;  and  the  day 
being  fixed,  he  fends  a  meffage  to  her  family,  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  it.  The  money  which  he  paid 
for  her,  is  laid  out  in  furniture  for  one  chamber,  and 
cloaths  and  jewels,  or  gold  ornaments  for  the  bride, 
whofe  father  makes  fome  addition,  according  to  his 
circumftances,  which  are  fent  with  great  pomp  to  the 
bridegroom’s  houfe  three  days  before  the  wedding.  He 
invites,  at  the  fame  time,  all  his  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tance,  and,  if  a  man  in  power,  a  great  many  others,  for 
all  who  are  invited  fend  prefents,  whether  they  think 
proper  to  go  or  not.  Rejoicings  are  made,  and  a  fort  of 
open  houfe,  is  kept  for  feveral  days  preceding  the 
wedding.  The  women,  on  the  day  appointed,  go 
from  the  bridegroom’s  to  the  bride’s  houfe,  and  bring 
her  home  to  his,  accompanied  by  her  mother,  and 
other  female  relations,  where  each  fex  make  merry  in 
feparate  apartments  till  night.  The  men  then  drefs  the 
bridegroom,  and  give  notice  to  the  women  ;  upon  which 
he  is  introduced  into  the  court-yard  of  the  womens 
apartment,  and  there  met  by  his  own  female  relations, 
who  dance  and  fing  before  him  to  the  flair’s  foot  of  the 
bride’s  apartment,  who  is  brought  half  way  down  flairs 
to  receive  him,  being  veil’d  with  a  piece  of  red 
gaufe,  and  often,  if  young,  efpecially  her  forehead  and 

cheeks, 
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cheeks  covered  with  leaf-gold,  cut  into  various  forms. 
When  he  has  conduced  her  up  flairs,  they  are  left  to 
themfelves  (d). 

They  have  a  few  black  flaves,  which  are  commonly 
brought  from  Z ^Ethiopia by  way  of  Cairo  \  but  the 
greater  part  of  their  flaves  are  white,  being  moftly  fur- 
nifhed  from  Georgia ,  or  fuch  as  are  taken  in  war  ;  and 
the  beauty  of  a  male-flave  enhances  the  value  as  much 
as  it  does  that  of  a  female,  occafioned  by  the  frequency 
among  them  of  a  crime  not  to  be  named.  When  I 
mention  their  flaves,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  they  are  generally  very  well  treated,  and,  provided 
they  behave  as  they  ought,  very  often  marry  their 
mailers  daughters,  and  inherit  their  whole  fortunes. 

•i 

The  lurks  of  Aleppo  being  very  jealous,  keep  their 
women  as  much  at  home  as  they  can ;  fo  that  it  is  but 
feldom  they  are  allowed  to  vifit  each  other.  Neceflity 
however  obliges  the  hufband  to  fuffer  them  to  go  often 
to  the  bagnio,  and  Mondays  and  Tdhurfdays  are  a  fort 
of  licenced  days  for  them  to  vifit  the  tombs  of  their  de- 
ceafed  relations ;  which  furnifhing  them  with  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  walking  abroad  in  the  gardens  or  fields, 

they  have  fo  contrived,  that  almofl  every  Thurfday  in 

« 

(//)  The  tokens  of  virginity  are  expe&ed  by  all  fefts  in  this  country,  but 
more  indecently  expofed  by  the  Turks  than  any  other. 

the 
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the  fpring  bears  the  name  of  fome  particular  Jheih  [d)y 
whofe  tomb  they  muft  vifit  on  that  day.  By  this  means 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Turkijh  women  of  the  city  get 
abroad  to  breathe  the  frefh  air  at  fuch  feafons,  unlefs 
confined  (as  is  not  uncommon)  to  their  houfes  by  order 
of  the  bajhaw ,  and  fo  deprived  even  of  that  little  free¬ 
dom  which  cuftom  had  procured  them  from  their 
hufbands.  When  the  women  go  abroad,  they  wear 
white  veils,  fo  managed  that  nothing  appears  but 
their  eyes,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  nofe.  They  are 
ufually  in  large  companies,  and  have  always  either  an 
old  woman  or  a  young  lad  for  a  guard. 

The  haram ,  or  women’s  apartment,  among  the 
people  of  fafhion,  is  guarded  by  a  black  eunuch,  or 
young  boy.  And  though  neceflity  obliges  many  of  the 
inferior  people  to  truft  their  wives  out  of  doors,  yet  fome 
are  locked  up  till  the  hufbands  return  ;  fo  that  the  ut- 
moft  care  in  that  way  is  taken  among  them  to  prevent 
a  breach  of  the  marriage-vow.  But  where  there  are 
no  ties  of  love  or  virtue,  one  may  eafily  conceive  that 
others  prove  ineffectual ;  and  how  far  affeCtion  has 
place  among  them,  may  be  gueffed  from  what  has  been 
already  mentioned  in  regard  to  choice  :  or  at  leaft 
when  to  this  is  added,  that  it  is  a  kind  of  reproach 

(d)  sheih  here  fignifies  a  faint,  or  holy  manj  but  the  name  is  alfo  applied  to 
the  head  perfon  in  a  village. 


among 
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among  them  to  be  thought  fond  of  their  women,  or  to 
fhew  them  much  tendernefs  or  refpeft ;  the  beft  of  them 
being  only  treated  as  upper  fervants,  and  often  abufed 
and  drove  about  by  the  very  eunuchs  or  boys  bought 
or  hired  to  look  after  them. 

When  a  Turk  dies,  the  women  immediately  fall  a 
fhrieking,  (a  pra&ice  followed  by  all  the  natives)  and 
continue  fo  to  do  till  the  body  is  buried  ;  which  how¬ 
ever  is  difpatched  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  they  never 
keep  it  longer  than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  acquaint¬ 
ing  the  relations  who  live  in  town.  The  firft  thing 
done  is  to  wafh  the  corpfe  upon  a  large  table,  which 
every  huru  (#)  has  for  this  purpole  :  they  next  flop  all 
the  natural  paflfages  with  cotton,  to  prevent  any  moi- 
fture  from  oozing  out,  as  this  would  render  the  body 
unclean  ;  then  wrapping  it  up  in  a  clean  cotton-cloth, 
they  lay  it  in  a  kind  of  coffin,  much  in  the  form  of 
ours,  only  that  the  lid  rifes  with  a  ledge  in  the  middle, 
and  at  the  head  there  is  a  wooden  battoon,  about  a  foot 
long,  that  ftands  up,  on  which  the  proper  head-drefs  of 
the  deceafed  is  placed,  if  a  man  \  but  if  a  woman,  it  is  not 
her  head-drefs,  but  an  old-faffiioned  one,  flat  on  top  like 
a  trencher,  and  over  it  is  thrown  a  handkerchief.  Phe 
middle  part  of  the  pall  is  compofed  of  a  fmall  piece  of 

>•  * 

(e)  Hara  is  the  general  name  givea  to  the  different  divifions  of  the  city,  which 
Wwers  to  our  word  pariJJ).  , 

2  the 
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tiie  old  covering  of  the  holy  houfe  at  Mecca>  the  reft 
of  it  being  of  no  particular  colour  or  fluff.  Over  the 
pall  are  laid  fome  of  the  deceafed’s%eft  cloaths. 

When  the  corpfe  is  carried  out,  a  number  of  Jheihsy 
with  their  tattered  banners,  walk  firft,  next  come  the 
male -friends,  and  after  them  the  corpfe,  carried  with  the 
head  foremoft,  upon  mens  fhoulders.  The  bearers  are 
relieved  very  often,  for  every  paffenger  thinks  it  meri¬ 
torious  to  lend  fome  little  help  on  fuch  folemn  occa- 
fions.  The  neareft  male-relations  immediately  follow, 
and  the  women  clofe  the  proceflion  with  dreadful 
fhrieks,  while  the  men  all  the  way  are  finging  prayers 
out  of  the  Koran.  Thus  they  proceed  to  a  mofque ; 
where  the  bier  is  fet  down  in  the  court-yard,  and  a  fer- 
vice  faid  by  the  imaum :  after  which  it  is  carried  on  in 
the  fame  order  as  before  to  the  burying-place ;  of  which 
there  is  but  one  that  is  public  within  the  city,  the 
others  being  all  abroad  in  the  fields. 

The  graves  lie  eaft  and  weft,  and  are  lined  with 
{lone.  The  corpfe  is  taken  out  of  the  bier,  and  put  in 
a  poflure  between  fitting  and  lying  on  the  right-fide, 
with  the  head  to  the  weflward,  fo  that  the  face  may  be 
to  the  fouth,  that  is,  towards  Mecca  ;  a  fmall  portion 
of  earth  being  put  behind  the  body  to  keep  it  fteady, 
the  grave  is  covered  with  long  flones,  which  go  acrofs, 

5  and 
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and  prevent  the  earth  they  put  over  from  falling  in 
upon  the  corpfe.  The  imaum  throws  on  the  firft  hand¬ 
ful  of  earth,  faying  at  the  fame  time  a  prayer  for  the 
foul  of  the  deceafed  (/),  and  exhorting  fuch  as  hear 
him  to  be  mindful  of  their  end.  After  him  every  one 
prefent  throws  alfo  a  handful  of  earth,  faying,  God  be 
merciful  unto  the  deceafed  perfon.  This  done,  the 
grave  is  filled  up.  At  each  end  of  their  graves  is  fet 
up  a  ftone,  upon  which  are  commonly  wrote  fome 
prayers,  and  the  name  of  the  perfon  there  interred. 
Some  have  the  upper  part  of  the  head-ftone  cut  into 
the  form  of  turbant  for  a  man,  or  an  old-fafhioned  fort 
of  head-drefs  if  a  woman ;  and  as  they  never  open  the 
old  graves  in  lefs  than  feven  years,  or  feldom  fo  foon, 
their  cemetaries  occupy  a  very  confiderable  fpace  round 
the  city. 

.  -  *  '  *■  4 

The  neareft  relations  go  to  pray  at  the  grave  on 
the  third,  feventh,  and  fortieth  days,  as  alfo  that  day 


(/")  This  fervice  in  Englifh  may  be  rendered  thus.  “  O  man,  from  the  earth 
**  thou  wert  at  firft  created,  and  to  the  earth  thou  doft  now  return.  Thisgiave 
“  being  the  firft  ftep  in  thy  progrefs  to  themanfions  of  the  other  world  ,  if  in  thy 
“  adtions  thou  haft  been  benevolent,  thou  art  abfolved  by  God ;  but  if,  on  the 
“  contrary,  thou  haft  not  been  fo,  the  mercy  of  God  is  greater  than  all  things, 
(t  But  remember  what  thou  didft  believe  in  this  world,  That  God  is  thy  Lord, 
lt  Mohammed  thy  Prophet,  and  in  all  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  and  pardon  is 
“  extenfive.” 


The  Curds  have  a  different  fervice  *,  which  though  it  does  not  fo  much  regard 
the  people  of  Aleppo,  yet  for  its  fingularity  I  fhall  mention. 

“  If  thou  haft  taken,  thou  fhalt  give  :  If  thou  haft  done,  thou  fhalt  find  :  If 
11  thou  believeft  not,  thou  fhalt  fee  prefently.” 

fTTrAUrP- 
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twelve-month,  after  the  perfon’s  deceafe  ;  and  on  every 
one  of  thofe  days  a  quantity  of  victuals  is  drefled,  and 
given  to  the  poor.  The  women  go  to  the  tomb  every 
Monday  or  cThurfday.)  and  carry  fome  flowers  or  green 
leaves  to  drefs  it  with.  They  make  a  great  fhew  of 
grief,  often  expoftulating  heavily  with  the  dead  perfon, 
“  Why  he  fhould  leave  them,  when  they  had  done 
“  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  life  agreeable  to 
C£  him  ?”  This,  however,  by  the  men  is  looked  upon 
as  a  kind  of  impiety  ;  and,  if  over-heard,  they  are  chid 
feverely  for  it :  and  I  muft  fay  the  men  generally  fet 
them  a  good  example  in  this  refpedl,  by  a  patient  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  lofs  of  their  neareft  relations,  and  in¬ 
deed  fhew  a  firm  and  fleady  fortitude  under  every  other 
kind  of  misfortune. 

The  men  wear  no  mourning  \  but  the  women  put 
on  their  graveft-coloured  cloaths,  and  the  head-drefs  is 
of  a  dark  brick-duft  colour.  They  alfo  lay  afide  their 
jewels,  and  other  pieces  of  female  finery,  for  the  fpace 
of  twelve  months,  if  they  mourn  for  their  hufband, 
and  fix  months  if  for  their  father.  Thefe  pe¬ 
riods,  however,  they  do  not  obferve  very  ftri&ly. 

But  before  the  widow  marries  again,  fhe  muft  mourn 
forty  days  for  her  deceafed  hufband,  without  going  out 
of  the  houfe,  or  fpeaking  to  any  perfon  more  than 
what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  ;  and  this  prohibition  ex¬ 
tends 
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tends  even  to  her  neareft  relations.  This  term  of 
forty  days  does  not  commence  from  the  demife  or  bu¬ 
rial  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  rarely  obferved  till  feveral 
months  after. 

It  would  not  only  be  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe, 
but  alfo  fuperfluous,  to  mention  any  thing  particular,  ei¬ 
ther  in  refpedt  to  their  religion  or  government,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  reader  may  have  recourfe  to  fuch  pieces  as 
exprefsly  treat  of  thefe  fubjedts.  I  lhall  only  fay  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  firft,  that  they  are  very  exadt  obfervers  of 
their  times  of  prayer,  and  other  exterior  forms ;  but 
pradtife  very  little  the  other  duties  enjoined  by  it,  if  you 
except  giving  alms  to  the  poor,  (of  whom  there  are 
great  numbers  in  Mleppo)  and  hofpitality  to  Grangers  , 
which  laft  they  pradtife  in  a  very  eminent  degree.  I 
remember  once,  in  converfation  with  the  muftee ,  who 
is  a  jocofe  old  man,  he  told  me  that  he  had  a  favour 
to  beg  of  me,  which  was,  that,  when  I  returned  to 
England,  I  would  not  mifreprefent  the  Mohammedan 
faith,  by  giving  an  account  of  it  from  what  I  had  feen 
in  the  pradtice  oi  the  Mojlems .  But,  fays  he,  if  you 
will  take  juft  the  reverfe  of  what  you  fee  daily  pradtifed 
by  us,  you  will  be  pretty  near  the  truth.  I  fhall  not 
however  take  the  liberty  to  fay  that  they  aie  quite  fo 
bad  as  he  reprefented  them. 


Their 
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Their  military  governors,  as  vizir-bajhaws ,  &c.  are 
not  now  compofed  of  Haves,  or  fons  of  Chriftians,  as 
they  were  formerly  ;  but  are  either  favourites  of  the 
Grand  Signor ,  or  fuch  as  will  purchafe  their  places  at 
the  higheft  rate,  for  the  beft  bidder  generally  carries  it ; 
and  as  they  pay  large  fums  to  the  Port)  and  the  legal 
income  of  their  government  is  not  fufficient  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  their  expences,  they  are  fuffered  to  fleece  the 
people :  and  though  they  make  fome  falfe  pretence  for 
it,  and  often  have  the  caufe  formally  tried  before  the 
lady  ;  yet  the  veil  is  fo  thin,  that  it  evidently  appears, 
that  Jic  volo  fic  jubeo  is  the  only  plea  for  feizing  a  man’s 
whole  fortune,  and  fometimes  depriving  him  of  life 
alfo.  However,  they  are  far  from  being  fo  cruel  as 

they  were  formerly. 

. 

As  to  their  civil  magiflrates,  or  kadys,  money  goes  a 
great  way  with  them  in  their  determination  of  law- 
fuits,  and  witnefles  may  be  always  had  for  a  trifle  to 
prove  any  thing  that  is  deflred.  However,  there  is  one 
good  thing,  that  ought  not  to  be  forgot,  which  is,  their 
quick  deciiion  of  the  caufes  that  come  before  them. 
It  ought  likewife  to  be  mentioned  in  their  praife,  that 
they  will  commonly  accept  of  lefs  money  to  determine 
a  fuit  in  favour  of  the  perfon  who  has  right  on  his  fide, 
than  of  him  who  is  in  the  wrong.  The  expence  of  a  fuit, 

which 
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which  is  io  per  cent .  upon  the  fum  demanded,  is  paid 
to  the  judge  by  the  perfon  who  carries  his  caufe  ;  which 
is  one  great  encouragement  to  bad  men  to  make  falfe 
demands  on  fuch  as  they  are  at  enmity  with,  as  it  cofts 
them  nothing,  and  the  innocent  man  mu  ft  pay,  and 
that  too  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  injury  in¬ 
tended  him.  Some  kadys ,  however,  when  the  thing 
is  very  apparent,  accept  of  a  fmaller  fum  than  they 
are  intitled  to  ;  but  the  falfe  accufer  is  never  pu- 

niftied. 

The  common  puniftiment  for  flight  offences  is  beat¬ 
ing  the  foies  of  the  feet  with  fmall  flicks  \  and  fome- 
times,  when  they  would  punifh  more  feverely,  they 
beat  alfo  the  back  and  buttocks  ;  which  laft  is  the 
way  in  which  they  chaftife  the  Janizaries  and  wo¬ 
men. 

For  capital  crimes,  if  the  offender  is  a  Janizary ,  he 
is  ftrangled  ;  not  in  the  way  generally  imagined,  but 
by  putting  a  cord  twice  round  their  neck,  and  with  a 
piece  of  ftick  twifting  it  in  the  nature  of  a  tournequet. 
Other  criminals  are  hanged,  beheaded,  or  impaled,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  caprice  of  the  bajhaw.  Alter  all  their 
executions,  the  body  remains  expofed  for  at  leaft  three 
funs. 


R 
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It  is  a  miftaken  notion,  that  fuch  as  have  been  at. 
Mecca  may  commit  crimes  with  impunity,  fince,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  law,  they  cannot  be  put  to  death. 
Their  being  hadgys  doth  not  intitle  them  to  any  privi¬ 
lege  of  that  nature  ;  and,  even  on  the  road  to  and 
from  Mecca ,  fach  of  the  pilgrims  as  commit  crimes  are 
pimifhed  as  in  other  places ;  there  being  not  only  a  ba- 
Jhaw,  but  a  kady,  in  the  caravan  on  purpofe  to  try 
them  ;  and  numbers  are  executed  every  year  on  their 
journey,  as  well  returning  as  on  the  road  thither. 

■* 

The  Emeers ,  or  relations  of  Mohammed^  diftinguifhed 
by  a  green  fafh  round  their  heads,  inftead  of  the  white 
wore  by  the  other  Mojlems ,  have  indeed  a  privilege  of 
being  tried  and  punifhed  by  the  Nakeeb ,  an  Effendy 
appointed  on  purpofe  to  prefide  over  them.  However,, 
the  bajhaws ,  when  they  pleafe,  break  through  this  cuf- 
tom.  They  have  a  much  greater  benefit,  by  their  be¬ 
ing  exempted  from  paying  any  part  of  the  expences  of 
the  city  ;  which,  fince  the  great  decreafe  of  trade  from 
the  difturhances  in  Perfm ,  and  the  ruin  of  many  of  the 
villages  by  their  own  bad  government,  falls  very  heavy 
upon  the  people  ;  for  they  are  daily  lefs  able  to  pay,, 
and  the  demands  of  the  governors  rather  encreafe. 
The  Chriftians,  by  the  contentions  between  fuch  as 
have  become.  Roman  Catholics ,  and  others  that  remain 

of 
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of  the  old  churches,  furnifh  the  governors  with  nume¬ 
rous  pretences  of  extorting  large  fums  of  money  from 
them ;  fo  that  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  their  ruin 
fhould  be  the  farthefl:  advanced. 

The  Chriftians,  except  in  their  Lent  or  faft-days., 
eat  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Turks  ;  only  we 
muff  obferve,  that  they  do  not  introduce  either  the 
fhorba  or  pilaw  fo  frequently  at  their  tables.  They  eat 
more  burgle  (g)>  and  lefs  rice,  and  frequently  ufe  oil 
where  the  Turks  ufe  butter.  The  Turkijh  hufloaf  is 
fupplied  by  wine  or  fpirits  ;  of  which  many  of  them 
drink  pretty  liberally. 

On  their  faft-days,  the  number  of  which  is  very  con- 
fiderable  (Z>),  their  chief  fubliftence  is  a  few  pot-herbs, 

roots, 

'  * 

/  * 

( g )  Burgle  is  wheat  boiled,  then  bruifed  by  a  mill,  fo  as  to  take  the  hufk  off, 
then  dried,  and  kept  for  ufe.  The  ufual  way  of  drefling  it  is  either  by  boil¬ 
ing  it  like  rice  into  a  pilaw,  or  made  into  balls  with  meat  and  fpices ;  and,  ei¬ 
ther  fried  or  boiled,  thefe  balls  are  called  cubby. 

(b)  The  Greeks,  Syrians,  and  Maronites,  are  kept  upon  the  fame  occafions, 
but  differ  as  to  the  number  of  days.  They  are  as  follows  : 


Greeks. 

Syrians. 

Maronites. 

Sootn  il  Kebeer ,  or  Great  Lent  before  E after 

48  days. 

48  days. 

48  days. 

Soom  il  Rafsle,  or  Fall  of  the  ApofHes 

12 

12 

4 

Sooom  il  Seida ,  or  Fall  of  the  Holy  Virgin 

15 

Soom  il  AJilaad ,  or  Lent  before  Chrilhnas 

40 

25 

20 

IJ5 

100 

87 

R  z 
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roots,  and  pulfe,  dreffed  with  oil,  which  is  feldom 
good.  Filh  is  not  always  to  be  had,  nor  allowed  by 
the  greateft  part  of  them  in  their  great  Lent  before 
Eafter.  Pickled  green  olives,  or  black  (ripe)  ones 
falted,  make  a  conliderable  part  of  their  food  at  fuch 
times* 

In  keeping  their  fafts,  they  are  generally  very  exa<ft, 
or  rather  rigorous.  However,  if  a  phylician  declares 
their  life  to  be  in  danger,  the  Greeks ,  Syrians ,  and  Ma- 
ronites ,  will  often  break  their  faft ;  but  the  Armenians 
are  for  the  moft  part  fo  very  ftri£t,  that  not  even  the 
prefervatiomof  life  is  fufficient  to  prevail  with  them  to 
interrupt  it  fo  much  as  for  a  day.  Moft  of  them  [Arme¬ 
nians)  in  the  great  Lent  do  not  fo  much  as  eat  oik 

The  Armenian  Lents  differ  confiderably  from  the  others,  and  are 


Socm  il  Raias  -  ”7  days. 

Socm  il  Rajheijhle  --  «*  --  7 

Scorn  Mar  Elias  -  -  7 

Socm  il  Kebeer ,  or  Great  Lent  before  Eafter  48 

Scorn  Kirkoor  Saureecb  7 

Socm  il  Se  t  da  -  -  -  7 

Scorn  il  Raff  a  il  Salecb ,  or  Elevation  of  the  Crofs  7 
Socm  il  Jijeeb  il  Salk b  -  -  -  7 

Socm  Sarkees  -  -  7 

Soom  Mar  J,acob  -  -  -  7 

11  r 

Socm  Mire  Hannah  il  Chinkaly ,  ‘which  is  a  volun¬ 
tary  faft,  and  all  not  obliged  to  keep  it  48 


feefides  thefe  Lents,  all  the  native  Chriftians  keep  faft  Wednefdays  and  Frit 
days  {one  or  two  excepted)  through  the  whole  year. 
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The  Chriftian  women  are  as  clofely  veiled,  though  in 
a  different  manner,  as  the  7 urktjh  women  are,  when  they 
go  abroad,  which  the  better  fort  feldom  do  but  to 
church,  the  bagnio,  their  phyfieians,  or  now  and  then 
to  vilit  a  relation.  Some  few  of  them  permit  their 
wives,  perhaps  twice  or  thrice  a-year,  to  go  to  the  gar¬ 
dens  ;  and  others,  though  the  gardens  are  not  a  mile 
from  their  houfe,  never  faw  one  in  their  lives. 

Moft  of  them  are  contracted  while  children  by  their 
parents.  There  being  nothing  very  material  in  the  ce¬ 
remonies  of  the  different  feds,  I  lhall  give  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  Maronite  wedding,  which  will  ferve  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  all  the  reft. 

After  the  bride  has  been  demanded,  the  relations  of 
the  bridegroom  are  invited  to  an  entertainment  at  the 
houfe  of  the  bride’s  father,  in  order  to  confult  with  her 
relations  (for  the  young  folks  themfelves  have  no  vote  in 
fuch  affairs,  nor  are  ever  feen)  concerning  the  proper 
day  for  celebrating  the  wedding ;  and  it  is  almoft  al¬ 
ways  agreed  on  for  that  day  fortnight.  On  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day,  in  the  afternoon,  they  again  go  to  the 
bride’s  houfe;  and,  having  fupped  there,  return  to 
that  of  the  bridegroom,  who  hitherto  has  not  appeared, 
though  fome  little  enquiry  has  been  made  after  him  , 
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for  he  is  by  cuftom  obliged  to  hide  himfelf,  or  at  leaft 
is  not  to  be  found  without  a  feemingly  ftri&  fearch. 
When  he  is  brought  out,  dreffed  in  his  worft  cloaths, 
great  noife  and  rejoicings  are  then  made  on  the  finding 
him ;  and  he  and  the  bride’s  man,  after  being  led  fede¬ 
ral  times  round  the  court  yard  in  a  noify  proceflion, 
are  carried  into  a  room,  where  their  wedding-cloaths 
are  laid  out  in  form.  A  prieft  fays  a  long  prayer  over 
them  ;  and,  being  dreffed,  they  are  led  back  into  the 
court-yard  with  the  fame  ceremony  as  before. 

At  midnight,  or  a  few  hours  later,  the  relations,  ac¬ 
companied  by  all  that  have  been  invited  to  the  wed- . 
ding,  men  and  women,  return  once  more  to  the 
houfe  where  the  bride  is,  in  proceffion,  each  carrying 
a  candle,  and  mufic  playing  before  them.  When  they 
come  to  the  door,  it  is  fhut  upon  them  ;  and  when 
they  knock,  and  demand  the  bride,  they  are  refufed 
admittance.  Upon  this  enfues  a  mock-fight,  but  the 
bridegroom’s  party  always  prevails.  The  women  then 
go  to  the  bride’s  chamber,  lead  her  out  veiled  quite 
over,  and  in  the  like  proceffion  carry  her  to  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  :  but  not  more  than  one  or  two  of  her  filters,  or 
neareft  female-relations,  muft  accompany  her.  She  is 
there  fet  down  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room  among  the 
women,  continues  veiled  with  a  red  gaufe  ;  and  muft 
fit  like  a  ftatue,  neither  moving  nor  fpeaking  on  any 

account 
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account,  except  rifing  to  every  perfon  that  comes  into 
the  room,  which  is  notified  to  her  by  one  of  the  wo- 
men  who  fits  by  her  conftantly,  for  fhe  muft  not  open 
her  eyes.  The  reft  of  the  night  is  fpent  by  each  fex 
in  their  feparate  apartments  in  noify  mirth,  eating  fruits 
and  fweet-meats,  there  being  no  want  of  wine  and  ar¬ 
rack.  Some  few  retire  to  reft. 

The  next  day,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  the  bi- 
ftiop  or  prieft  comes  to  perform  the  ceremony.  Before 
he  enters  the  womens  apartment,  all  the  women  are 
veiled.  The  bride  ftands  covered  entirely,  and  fup- 
ported  by  two  women,  the  bride’s  maid  ftanding  by  to 
keep  the  veil  well  adjufted.  The  bridegroom  is  dreffed 
in  a  gaudy  robe,  and,  going  in  with  the  bifhop,  is 
placed  on  the  bride’s  left-hand,  with  his  bride  s  man 
by  him.  After  a  ftiort  fervice,  the  bifhop  puts  a 
crown,  firft  on  the  bridegroom’s  head ;  after  which 
the  bride,  bride’s  man  and  maid,  are  crowned  in  the 
fame  manner.  He  next  joins  the  hands  of  the  bride 
and  bridegroom ;  and,  after  fome  longer  fervice,  puts  a 
ring  on  the  bridegroom’s  finger,  and  delivers  anotner 
to  the  bride’s  maid  to  be  put  upon  that  of  the  brioe. 
Near  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  he  ties  round  the 
bridegroom’s  neck  a  piece  of  tape  or  ribbon  ;  to  take, 
off  which  a  prieft  comes  in  the  afternoon.  The  cere¬ 
mony  being  finifhed,  the  bridegroom,  and  all  the  men, 
a  retire 
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retire  again  to  their  proper  apartment,  where  they  drink 
coffee,  and  fit  very  gravely  while  the  bifhop  remains, 
which  is  not  long  ;  for  dinner  being  ferved  up  imme¬ 
diately  for  him,  and  a  few  feledt  people  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  foon  dines,  and  takes  his  leave ;  and  he  is 
fcarcely  gone  a  few  yards  from  the  houfe,  before  their 
noify  mirth  begins.  Great  quantities  of  victuals  are 
dreffed,  and  feveral  tables  covered,  both  for  dinner 
and  fupper  ;  and  there  is  ufually  a  profufion  of  to¬ 
bacco,  coffee,  wine,  and  arrack. 

About  eleven  or  twelve  at  night,  the  bridegroom  is 
led  in  proceflion  to  the  bride’s  chamber,  where  he  pre- 
fents  her  with  a  glafs  of  wine,  in  which  fhe  drinks  to  him, 
and  he  returns  the  compliment :  after  this  he  is  carried 
back  again  with  the  fame  ceremony. 

The  mufic,  during  the  whole  of  the  time,  conti¬ 
nues  to  play,  buffoons  and  other  of  their  diverfions  are 
going  forward,  and  the  houfe  is  ufually  full  of  com¬ 
pany  till  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  take 
their  leave,  all  but  a  few  intimate  friends,  who  fup 
with  the  bridegroom,  and  about  midnight  leave  him 
heartily  fatigued  to  retire  to  the  bride’s  chamber. 

All  thofe  that  have  been  invited  to  the  wedding  fend 
prefents  ;  and,  for  feveral  days  after  the  marriage  is 
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confummated,  quantities  of  flowers  are  fent  to  the  bride 
by  all  the  women  of  their  acquaintance. 

On  that  day  feven-night  the  wedding  was  celebrated, 
the  bride’s  relations  are  allowed  to  come  and  vifit  her, 
and  an  entertainment  is  provided  for  them. 

It  is  not  reputed  decent,  in  this  country,  for  a  bride 
to  fpeak  to  any  perfon  for  at  leall  a  month  (the  Arme¬ 
nians  extend  this  to  a  year),  excepting  a  few  words  to 
her  hulband  ;  and  there  is  generally  a  very  ftridt  charge 
given  them  by  the  old  women  about  this,  and  particu¬ 
larly  not  to  talk  to  him  too  foon. 

Few  women  are  allowed  to  lit  at  table  with  their 
hulbands,  but  wait  upon  them  as  fervants ;  and  in  ge¬ 
neral  they  are  not  much  better  treated  than  I  have  de- 
fcribed  thofe  of  the  Turks  to  be.  Though  they  have 
no  guards  upon  their  apartments,  yet  the  people  ot 
fafhion  are  never  buffered  to  appear  unveiled  betore 
men,  except  they  are  their  fervants,  near  relations, 
priefts,  or  phyficians.  The  Maronites  are  the  leaft 
ftrict  in  this  refpea  ;  and  fome  of  them  will  appear  be¬ 
fore  particular  Grangers,  and  are  even  admitted  to  fit  at 
table  with  their  hulbands.  Their  confinement,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  proceed  from  jealoufy  in  refpea  to  their 

S  condua, 
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conduct,  fo  much  as  from  the  fear  of  bad  confequen^ 
ces,  ftiould  a  Turk  fee  and  take  a  liking  to  any  of  them. 


The  Chriftians  are  carried  to  the  grave  on  an  open 
bier  ;  and  befides  many  appointed  days,  when  the  re¬ 
lations  go  to  the  fepulchre,  and  have  mafs  faid,  and 
fend  vidtuals  to  the  church  and  poor,  many  of  the 
women  go  every  day  for  the  firft  year,  and  every 
great  holiday  afterwards. 


The  Jews  have  their  fynagogue  within  the  city,  in 
Bahfyta ,  near  Garden-Gate ,  and  they  live  all  in  that 
quarter.  Many  of  their  houfes  are  upon  the  city- 
wall  ;  and  the  ditch  being  there  turned  into  gardens, 
makes  their  fituation  agreeable,  but  not  fo  healthy. 
The  houfes  of  other  Jews  have  their  court-yards 
moftly  feveral  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ftreet ;  which,, 
with  the  natural  naftinefs  of  the  people,  contributes  to¬ 
wards  rendering  their  dwellings  very  offenfive.. 


As  moft  of  their  time  during  their  feftivals  is  em- 
ployedin  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  on  the  greateft 
part  of  them,  they  cannot  drefs  victuals ;  and  as  it  is 
not  lawful  for  them  to  eat  or  drink  but  of  fuch  things 
as  have  been  managed  in  a  different  way  from  what 
they  find  among  the  Chriftians  or  Turks ,  they  have  no 
great  opportunities  of  committing  exceffes  ;  fo  that  * 
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they  may  with  juflice  be  pronounced  the  moft  abfle- 
mious  people  in  Aleppo. 

It  having  been  agreed,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
of  this  religion,  that  meat  fhall  be  fold  amongfl 
them  at  an  under-price,  and  the  deficiency  made  good 
out  of  the  public  flock,  the  managers  take  care  that 
their  markets  fhall  be  very  ill  fupplied,  fo  that  fome- 
times  they  are  for  feveral  days  without  a  bit  of  mut¬ 
ton.  This  is  the  reafon  why  they  eat  more  poultry,  and 
the  poorer  fort  chiefly  herbs,  roots,  and  pulfe,  drefled 
with  oil  exprefled  from  the  fefamum,  than  moft  other 

Six  days  (*')  in  the  year  they  faff  from  about  two 
hours  before  funfet,  till  the  next  evening  after  the  fun 
is  down.  All  of  them  attempt  once  in  their  lives  to 
faft  from  Saturday  night  at  funfet,  till  the  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing  at  the  fame  hour.  Some  hold  out  two,  lome 
three,  others  four  days,  and  a  few  complete  it  ;  but 
there  are  feveral  who  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

\h)  i  Day  faft  the  3d  of  the  month  Tijhereen  il  AwaL 

1  ditto  the  icth  of  ditto. 

1  ditto  the  10th  of  the  month  of  Taibaat. 

1  ditto  the  14th  of  the  month  Adar. 

1  ditto  the  17  th  of  the  month  Tammoofe . 

1  ditto  the  9th  of  the  month  Abb. 
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Except  the  particular  ceremonies  which  their  religion 
obliges  them  to  obferve,  it  would  be  only  repeating  a 
great  deal  of  what  has  been  already  faid  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  weddings.  Amongft  the  latter,  the  moft 
remarkable  is,  that  the  bride’s  eye-lids  are  faftened  to¬ 
gether  with  gum  ;  and,  if  I  remember  right,  the  bride¬ 
groom  is  the  perfon  that  opens  them  at  an  appointed 
time. 

Their  dead  are  carried  to  the  grave  on  a  covered 
bier.  They  have  certain  days,  wherein  they  go  to  the 
fepulchres  ;  and  the  women,  like  thofe  of  other  fe&s, 
often  go  there  to  howl  and  cry  over  their  dead  relations r 

The  Europeans ,  or  Franks  (k)  (as  they  are  generally 
called),  reliding  in  Aleppo  ^  are  chiefly  Englijh  and  French  \ 
of  the  former  at  prefent  (/),  befides  the  conful,  chap¬ 
lain,  cancellier,  or  chancellor,  phyflcian,  and  cheaux 
(m)y  there  are  ten  merchants.  The  French  have  a  con¬ 
ful,  and  other  officers,  as  mentioned,  and  their  drug- 
gomen  (nn)  are  likewife  of  their  own  nation.  The  num- 

(J)  From  the  Italian  word  franco ,  free  or  exempt,  in  allufion  to  the  privileges 
the  Europeans  enjoy.  ° 

(0  1 753- 

(m)  An  officer  of  ceremony  (in  the  nature  of  one  among  the  Turks  of  the  fame 
name),  who  walks  before  the  conful  with  a  ftaff  tipp’d  with  filver.  He  is  alfo 
employed  as  a  meffienger,  and  takes  care  of  all  letters. 

(nn)  Or  interpreters. 

ber 
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ber  of  thofe  in  quality  of  merchants  and  clerks  is  nigh 
double  that  of  the  Englijh .  Befides  which  they  have 
many  of  a  lower  clafs,  who  are  married  to  natives  of 
the  country,  or  others  of  a  mixed  race  :  the  number 
of  whom  in  the  Levant  was  become  lo  conliderable, 
and  likely  to  be  fo  troublefome,  that  the  French  King, 
not  many  years  ago,  iflued  an  edict,  ordering  all  fuch 
as  were  married  to  return  home,  and  prohibiting  any 
others  from  marrying  without  his  licence,  which  has 
greatly  diininifhed  their  number.  Under  the  French 
protection  are  likewife  the  Roman  Catholic  convents,  of 
which  there  are  in  the  city  no  lefs  than  three  [n),  and 
a  college  of  JeJ'uits .  The  Dutch  have  a  conful  reading 
here,  but  no  other  perfon  of  that  country.  There  are 
alfo  a  few  Venetian  merchants*  and  fome  Italian  Jews ... 

.  •  r  • 

The  major  part  of  the  Europeans  live  in  khanes  in 
the  principal  quarter  of  the  city.  The  ground-floor 
ferves  for  their  warehoufes,  the  upper  ftory  is  fitted  up 
for  their  dwellings;  by  building  between  the  pillars  of 
the  colonade,  which  forms  a  long  corridore  ;  opening  on 
which  are  a  number  of  rooms,  fo  that  they  much  re- 
femble  cloifters ;  and  as,  they  are  unmarried,,  and  their 

(«)  One  of  the  Terra  Santa,  pretty  large,  whofe  church  the  French,  and  many 
of  the  natives  of  the  Romifh  faith  (wnen  not  prohibited  by  the  balhaw)  frequent. 

0ne  CaPucbins-  l  Each  has  only  two  or  three  friars. 

One  of  Carmelites .  J 

The  Jefuits  College  feldom  has  more  than  two  or  three. 

communication 
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communication  with  the  people  of  the  country  is  almoft 
folely  on  account  of  trade,  their  way  of  life  alfo  not 
a  little  refembles  the  monaftic.  It  was  formerly 
cuftomary  for  all,  dr  moft  of  them,  to  wear  the  Turkijh 
habit,  retaining  only  the  hat  and  wig  by  way  of  dif- 
tincftion ;  but  of  late  years  the  far  greater  part  have 
continued  in  their  proper  drefs, 

\  T  *  '  (  i  ,  *  '  4  -  <  s 

The  Italian  Jews ,  who  are  moftly  married,  and  fuch 
of  the  French  above  mentioned  as  have  families,  mull 
be  excepted,  as  they  have  houfes  after  the  manner  of 
the  natives,  and  conform  more  to  their  cuftoms  than 
the  other  Europeans . 

...  j  y. ,  .  Vv*'*y*  1  'to 

c 

As  to  proviftons,  it  has  been  already  mentioned 
what  the  place  affords,  and  thofe  are  dreffed  after  the 
Europear  manner.  The  evening  being  the  chief  time 
of  entertaining  their  friends,  they  eat  more  animal  food 
for  fupper  than  is  cuftomary  in  Britain ,  In  refpecft  to  drink 
they  are  exceeding  moderate  :  their  common  draught 
at  table  is  a  dry  white  wine,  and  Provence  red  wine. 
In  fummer,  th zEnglijh  generally  before  dinner  and  fup¬ 
per  drink  a  draught  of  weak  punch  ;  which  is  found 
fo  very  refrefhing,  that  now  the  greater  part  of  the 
other  Europeans ,  feveral  of  the  Chriftians  (and  I  might 
add  fome  Turks ),  follow  their  example. 


All 
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All  the  Englijh ,  and  Tome  of  the  others,  keep 
horfes,  and  ride  out  for  an  hour  or  two  of  an  after-* 
noon  three  or  four  times  a-week.  On  Saturdays ,  and 
often  on  Wednefday  likewife,  they  dine  abroad  under  a 
tent  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  and  during  the  good 
weather  in  the  winter ;  the  month  of  April,  and  part 
of  May ,  they  generally  live  at  the  gardens  near  Baballah> 
and  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  in  the  room  of  the  tent,, 
they  dine  at  the  gardens.  Such  as  love  hunting  or  hawk¬ 
ing,  ufually  go  abroad  twice  a-week,  after  the  fecond 
rains,  till  the  weather  grows  too  warm  in  the  fpring ; 
and  there  is  game  for  fuch  as  love  fhooting  at  the  fame 
feafons,  as  alfo  plenty  of  quails  fpring  and  autumn. 

From  the  above  account  it  would  appear  that  the 
Englijh  in  particular  ufe  a  good  deal  of  exercife :  but 
it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that,  if  we  except  a  little  walk 
in  an  evening  on  the  houle-top,  what  has  been  menti¬ 
oned  is  the  whole  they  take ;  the  greateft  part  of  their 
time  behdes  being  fpent  in  the  compting-houfe,  or  ini 
reading  ;  fo.  that  they  are  rather  fedentary  than  a&ive. 

Though,  from  what  has  been  faid  of  the  people  of 
this  country  in  general,  their  character  may  not  appear 
the  mod  amiable  ;  yet  the  Europeans  have  no  reafon  to 
complain  of  their  behaviour.  T  heir  capitulations  with 

the 
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the  Port  prevents  their  being  any  way  fubje<fl  to  the 
eppreflions  of  the  government ;  and  the  bajhaws ,  and 
the  people  of  diftin&ion,  ufually  treating  the  confuls 
with  civility  and  refpedt,  others  of  courfe  follow  their  ex¬ 
ample  ;  fo  that  we  live  among  them  in  great  fecurity 
in  the  city,  and  can  travel  abroad  unmolefted  by  Arabs 
or  Curds ,  where  the  natives  dare  not  venture,  though 
defended  by  a  much  greater  force.  This  is  owing  partly 
to  a  fmall  annual  prefent  fent  io  the  Prince  of  the 
Arabs ,  and  the  civil  treatment  that  the  Curds  fometimes 
meet  with  at  Scanderoon,  and  partly  to  our  travelling  with 
no  more  money  than  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our 
expences ;  fo  that  they  would  get  but  little  by  us. 
And  befides,  an  infult  of  this  nature  would  be  made 
a  pretence  by  the  Turkijh  government  for  chaftifing 
them  feverely  :  whereas,  if  they  rob  a  native,  they  ge¬ 
nerally,  in  money  and  horfe-furniture,  find  a  good 
booty  ;  and,  unlefs  he  happens  to  be  a  perfon  in  power, 
he  dare  not  complain,  as  he  would  run  the  rifk  of  be¬ 
ing  fleeced  of  as  much  more  by  the  very  perfon  who 
fhould  procure  him  redrefs. 

The  epidemic  difeafes  which  prevail  mod  in  Aleppo , 
are  continual  fevers,  various  fpecies  of  intermittents 
and  remittents,  dyfenteries,  catarrhal  fevers,  quinfies, 
rheumatifms,  pleurifies,  and  peripneu monies ;  to  which 
may  be  added  the  plague.  During  the  extreme  heats 
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an  anomalous  fever,  fometimes  with,  at  others  without 
a  diarrhoea  or  dyfentery,  is  exceeding  frequent  among 
very  young  children  ;  and  in  Augujl  and  September  the 
ophthalmia,  which  is  not  very  rare,  even  in  other  months, 
is  fo  common  that  in  moft  years  at  lead:  one  iixth  of  the 
inhabitants  are  more  or  lefs  afflicted  with  it  (0). 

Though  the  continual  fevers  of  the  fpring  are  often 
attended  with  worfe  fymptoms,  in  appearance,  than  thole 
of  the  autumn,  yet  in  general  they  are  not  fo  dangerous. 
The  former  difcover  themfelves  fometimes  about  the 
beginning  of  January ,  though  more  frequently  about 
the  vernal  equinox,  and  difappear  in  June  :  the  latter 
fometimes  begin  in  June ,  but  more  commonly  in  July  ; 
by  the  autumnal  equinox  they  come  to  their  height, 
and  generally  go  off  by  the  beginning  of  December. 
The  intermittents  and  dyfenteries  commence  and  finifli 
exa&ly  at  the  fame  feafons  as  the  autumnal  continual 
fever,  and  the  fpring  intermittents  follow  the  courfe  of 
the  continual  fever  of  that  feafon. 

General  inflammatory  fevers,  catarrhal  fevers,  rheu- 
matifms,  quinfles,  pleurifles,  and  peripneuraonies, 

(c)  This  is  attributed  to  the  dews,  which  fall  in  fmall  quantities  during  the 
nights  at  that  feafon,  and  which  the  natives  who  deep  abroad  have  nothing  to 
fhelter  them  from;'  and  as  the  Europeans,  who  ufually  deep  on  bed  deads,  ate 
exempted  from  this  complaint,  and,  by  lying  abroad  without  this  conventency, 
have  been  feized  with  the  ophthalmia,  this  conjecture  feems  to  have  tome  roun- 
dation  in  experience. 

make 
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make  their  appearance  in  the  months  of  December ,  Ja¬ 
nuary  ,  February ,  March y  and  fometimes  April ;  but 
they  are  feldom  either  frequent  or  remarkably  violent.. 

If  we  fet  afide  the  ophthalmia,  there  are  none  of 
the  above  difeafes  more  acute  than  they  are  commonly 
in  Britain  ;  nor  can  I  fay  more  frequent,  except  the 
plague,  of  which  hereafter,  and  certain  malignant,  re¬ 
mittent,  and  intermittent  fevers,  that  fometimes  break 
out  with  great  vehemence ;  but  this  is  only  in  particu¬ 
lar  years,  or  in  fuch  towns  and  villages  as  are  lituated 
near  ftagnant  waters,  whether  naturally  mar  flies,  or  that, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  filk-gardens,  they  lay  them  under 
water  by  art :  and  the  bad  effe&s  of  fuch  fituations  is 
evident  even  in  Aleppo ,  where  thofe  who  inhabit  the 
houfes  on  the  fofie  of  the  town,  now  turned  into  gar¬ 
dens,  are  always  moft  fubject  to  intermitten  ts. 

The  Europeans  are  but  very  feldom  affe&ed  by 
any  epidemics.  This  perhaps  may  in  part  be  owing  to 
their  not  converfing  much  with  the  natives,  and  fo 
keeping  out  of  the  way  of  the  contagion,  of  which 
moft  of  thofe  difeafes  partake  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree ; 
partly  to  their  living  above  flairs,  and  not  in  the 
cool  and  damp  air,  which  the  fountains  in  their  little 
courts  and  gardens  occafion  ;  and  partly  likewife,  be- 
caufe  the  Europeans  do  not  indulge  themfelves  fo  freely 

2  as 


CITY  of  ALEPPO. 


138 

as  the  natives  in  the  life  of  crude  and  indigeftible  fruits. 
That  thefe  circumftances  ftrongly  co-operate  towards 
their  prefervation,  may  alfo  be  inferred  from  hence,  that 
the  European  priefts,  who  mix  much  with  the  natives, 
and  thofe  Europeans  who  are  married,  and  have  houfes 
in  the  country-manner,  are  as  fubjetft  to  the  attacks  ot 
every  reigning  epidemic  as  the  natives  themfelves.  It 
muft  be  likewife  obferved,  that  when  a  difeafe  feizes  any 
one  of  the  different  forts  of  people  wrho  refide  here,  its 
fymptoms  and  progrefs  are  exactly  the  fame  in  all,  whe¬ 
ther  European ,  Turk,  Jew ,  or  native  Chriftian  :  but  it 
muft  be  at  the  fame  time  remarked,  that,  in  treating 
the  fick,  regard  muft  be  had  to  their  very  different  me¬ 
thod  of  living  ;  for  thofe  who  are  accuftoned  to  drink 
nothing  ftronger  than  water  or  coffee,  will  not  bear  fo 
warm  a  regimen,  as  thofe,  who  are  accuftomed  to  fer- 

o  J 

rnented  and  fpirituous  liquors. 

The  generality  of  fevers  here,  though  of  the  conti¬ 
nual  kind,  and  indeed  almoft  all  acute  difeafes  in  this 
place,  are  fubjed  to  exacerbations  once  or  twice  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  which  are  ufually  accompanied  by  a  flufh- 
ing  in  one  or  both  cheeks,  and  the  critical  days  and 
evacuations  agree  much  better  with  the  account  given 
of  them  by  the  ancients  than  they  are  obferved  to  do 
in  Britain  :  but  I  could  never  difcover  the  truth  of 

T  2  ftr- 
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Dr.  Browns  remark  (/>),  That  “  as  to  fevers  at  and 
“  about.  Aleppo,  though  they  have  the  fame  type  there 
«  as  in  England ,  yet  there  are  two  things  peculiar  to 
u  them  ;  one  is,  that  in  acute  fevers  cold  fweat  com- 
u  monly  fignifies  recovery,  but  hot  fweat  portends 
«  death ;  the  other  is,  that  in  fuch  acute  fevers  even 
<c  an  intermmittent  pulfe  denounces  no  danger.”  Per¬ 
haps  this  might  have  been  peculiar  to  fome  epidemic 
that  prevailed  at  the  time  the  Do&or  was  at  Aleppo ; 
but,  during  all  the  time  I  refided  there,  I  am  certain 
that  both  the  one  and  the  other  have  been  as  dangerous 
fymptoms  in  Aleppo  as  any  where  elfe.  And  probably  he 
may  have  been  led  into  a  miftake  by  the  common  expref- 
jfion  of  the  natives,  who  give  the  appellation  of  a  cold 
fweat  to  fuch  a  critical  one,  as  having  carried  off  the 
fever,  leaves  the  body  cool,  and  of  courfe  the  fweat 
that  remains  upon  it  feels  cool :  whereas,  what  they 
call  a  hot  fweat,  is  fuch  as  often  happens  in  fevers  with¬ 
out  any  abatement  of  the  fymptoms,  fo  that  both  the 
body  and  fweat  remain  hot ;  and  fuch  fort  of  fweats 
are  bad  fymptoms,  as  often  in  other  places  as  in 

Aleppo . 

The  Europeans ,  particularly  the  Engliji. ;,  are  fub- 
je&,  foon  after  their  arrival,  to  a  very  violent  fever  ; 

,(j>)  Lowthorp’s  Abridgment  of  the  Phi).  Tranfadionsj  vol.iii.  p.605. 
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which  however  feldom  lafts  above  twenty-four  hours. 
This,  from  what  caufe  I  know  not,  has  got  the 
name  of  the  goofe.  It  is  neceflary  to  bleed  largely  in 
this  fever,  and  the  moll  prudent  way  is  to  purge  the 
patient  once  or  twice  at  proper  intervals  after  the  dif- 
eafe  is  removed.  When  they  have  remained  any  time 
at  Scanderoon ,  they  are  often  feized  with  tertian  agues 
foon  after  they  arrive  at  Aleppo ,  which  is  alfo  common 
to  the  natives  that  live  upon  the  coaft,  though  they 
have  been  well  while  they  continued  there,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  not  at  all  epidemic  in  the  city.  If  it  is  in  the  winter 
or  fpring,  thefe  fevers  are  commonly  regularly  formed, 
and  eaftly  cured  ;  but  in  the  autumn  they  are  of  a  very 
bad  kind,  and,  if  the  bark  is  not  foon  given,  are  not  a 
little  dangerous..  The  ingenious  Mr.  C leghorns  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tertians  of  Minorca  anfwers  exadtly  to  thofe 
of  Cyprus ,  Scanderoon ,  the  coaft  of  Syria ,  and  what 
fome  years  happen  at  Aleppo  ;  and  a  long  courfe  of  ex~ 
perience  has  convinced  me  that  his  method  of  cure  is, 
the  fafeft,  as  well  as  the  moft  fuccefsful. 

The  Chriftians,  from  the  great  quantity  of  oil  they 
eat  in  their  Lent,  and  that  too  moftly  burnt,  as  frying 
is  their  favourite  manner  of  drefiing  that  kind  of  vic¬ 
tuals,  are  at  fuch  feafons  fubjecft  to  a  feverifti  diforder, 
attended  with  a  cough.  The  fkin  over  the  whole  body 
feels  hot,  parched,  and  dry  ;  but  it  is  moft  violent  in. 
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the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foies  of  the  feet.  They 
wheez  much  in  breathing,  and  labour  by  coughing  to 
expedorate,  but  without  effed.  Bleeding,  a  gentle 
laxative,  with  the  plentiful  ufe  of  pectoral  and  fepona- 
ceous  diluters,  foon  remove  their  complaints. 

The  mal  d' Aleppo,  of  which  a  more  particular  ac¬ 
count  fhall  be  given  hereafter,  is  a  difeafe  that  may 
properly  be  called  here  endemial.  Of  fporaides,  the 
following  are  the  mod  frequent,  viz.  Almoft  all  the  dif- 
eafes  that  the  eyes  are  fubjed  to,  which  are  many  of 
them  the  confequences  of  the  ophthalmia.  Obfcruc- 
tions  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  often  the  confequences 
of  acute  difeafes,  and  to  which  alio  they  are  much  fub- 
jeded  by  the  nature  of  their  aliment,  want  of  exercifc, 
method  of  fitting,  and  alfe  m  the  men  their  large  and 
tight-bound  girdles.  Ruptures  and  haemorrhoids,  which 
they  are  much  afflided  with,  feera  to  owe  their  origin 
to  feme  of  the  feme  caufes.  The  tinea  feems  occafioned 
fiom  naftinefs,  as  they  feldom  fo  much  as  uncover  ei¬ 
ther  their  children  or  grown  people’s  heads  but  in  the 
bagnio ;  and  worms,  one  kind  or  other  of  which  fearce 
one  perfon,  either  young  or  old,  are  free  from,  feem- 
alfo  to  take  their  rife  from  the  nature  of  their  aliment. 
The  leprofy  is  now  exceeding  rare  in  thefe  countries, 
but  fcorbutic  eruptions  and  putrid  gums  very  common. 
Motwithftanding  their  jealoufy  and  Uriel  watch  over 

their 
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their  women,  the  venereal  difeafe  is  very  frequent 
amongft  them.  As  they  have  no  idea  of  a  gonorrhcea 
different  from  what  is  mentioned  in  their  own  authors, 
they  neither  conceive  it  to  be  infectious,  nor  to  be  in 
danger  of  ending  in  a  worfe  difeafe.  The  confequence 
of  the  firfl  is,  the  fpreading  of  the  infection ;  and  of  the 
laft,  that  it  often  terminates  in  a  pox.  When  this  appears, 
it  is  called  Frank  zahmedy ,  or  the  Frank  difeafe,  pro¬ 
bably  from  their  having  it  firfl:  from  Europe ;  and  they 
are  then  much  alarmed :  and  though  they  imagine 
this  to  be  infectious,  yet  are  more  apt  to  attribute  it  to 
their  having  fmoked  out  of  the  fame  pipe,  or  ate  out 
of  the  fame  fpoon,  &*c.  with  a  perfon  infeCted,  than  to 
any  other  caufe.  As  the  natives  know  very  little  of 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  numbers  of  them  labour  under 
the  difeafe  great  part  of  their  lives,  and  fome  without 
any  very  confiderable  uneafinefs ;  the  warmth  of  the 
climate,  and  frequent  ufe  of  the  bagnio,  may  perhaps 
conduce  towards  preventing  its  making  a  very  quick 

Such  perfons  as  have  any  tendency  to  a  phthifis  pul- 
monaiis  fhould  avoid  the  air  of  Aleppo ,  for  it  is  feldom 
that  any  afflicted  with  that  difeafe  outlives  a  few  months* 
if  they  do  not  leave  the  place.. 
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Beiides  thefe  difeafes  already  mentioned,  all  others 
known  in  Britain  are  to  be  met  with  at  Aleppo ,  and 
nearly  in  the  fame  proportion,  except  the  gout,  which 
is  rare  amongft:  them,  and  moftly  hereditary. 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Epidemical 
Difeafes  in  the  City  of  Aleppo . 


CHAP.  I. 

Qbfervatkns  on  the  Weather  in  General . 

THE  weather  at  Aleppo  differing  but  very  little 
in  any  one  year  from  another,  I  thought  it 
would  fave  a  great  deal  of  unneceffary  trouble,  if  I  gave 
a  general  account  of  the  weather  uiual  in  every  month, 
drawn  from  a  meteorological  regifter,  regularly  kept, 
with  only  few  in  ter  millions,  for  about  ten  years,  and 
afterwards  noted  what  was  particular. 

The  barometer  ufed  in  the  following  obfervations 
was  Englijh ,  and  graduated  according  to  the  meafure 
of  that  country.  The  firft  cohftnn  denotes  inches,  the 
fecond  ioths  of  an  inch. 

The  thermometers,  (for,  from  accidents  of  break¬ 
ing,  feveral  were  ufed)  except  for  the  laft  two  years, 

were  fmall  portable  ones,  graduated  according  to  Fa ^ 

T  t  renheit' s 
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renheii s  fcale ;  the  other  was  larger,  upon  the  fame 
fcale.  All  of  them  were  of  mercury,  and  (as  well  as 
the  barometer)  made  by  the  accurate  Mr.  Bird  in 

London . 

The  fituation  of  the  inftruments  for  the  years  1743, 
44)  45)  and  thofe  of  52  and  53,  was  in  a  little 
wooden  kiojk  (a),  facing  the  eaft,  which  projected  over 
a  narrow  ftreet  that  run  fouth  and  north,  with  high 
buildings  on  each  fide.  The  fun  had  only  accefs  by  the 
fouth- window,  and  that  fcarce  an  hour  in  the  day. 
To  this  place  there  was  a  free  ingrefs  of  air,  the  two 
oppofite  windows,  and  often  the  whole,  being  con- 
ftantly  open  from  the  month  of  April  till  the  latter  end 
of  OBoher  ;  and  in  the  winter,  though  thefe  windows 
were  flhut,  a  free  accefs  ftill  remained  by  the  door,  and 
a  window  which  opened  into  a  paftage  fronting  the  weft, 
the  outer  door  of  which  in  the  day-time  was  always 
open.  Add  to  this,  that  thefe  wooden  kibfks  have  not 
either  their  wood-work,  or  numerous  windows,  fo  well 
clofed  as  to  prevent  a  pretty  confiderable  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  external  air  through  the  chinks. 

This  is  the  fituation  which  appears  to  be  much 
preferable  to  any  other,  and  from  which  the  general 

{4)  Sec  Page  4. 
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account  of  the  weather  is  taken.  But  a  multiplicity 
of  practice  rendering  it  impoffible  for  me  to  keep  the 
regifter,  I  was  obliged  to  a  friend,  who  was  fo  kind 
as  to  take  that  trouble  for  me  ;  and  then  the  thermo¬ 
meter  was  placed  in  a  vaulted  fouth-room,  which  was 
defended  from  the  weft  by  two  other  rooms,  and  op- 
pofite  to  the  window  a  door  opened  into  a  large  vaulted 
hall.  In  the  winter  (particularly  the  forenoon)  this 
was  frequently  open,  and  in  the  fummer-months  was 
ihut  only  by  a  door  made  of  lattice-work,  the  win¬ 
dow  being  open  all  that  feafon.  In  this  country  the 
rooms  fo  fituated  are  remarkably  warm  in  winter,  and 
cool  in  fummer. 

In  this  laft  pofition  the  thermometer  muff  be  under- 
ftood  to  be  kept  from  July  1746  till  the  end  of  1747. 
Both  thefe  fituations  being  within  doors,  were  fome  de¬ 
grees  warmer  than  the  external  air  in  winter,  as  would 
appear  from  the  thermometer  never  finking  to  the 
freezing  point  even  in  time  of  froft  ;  and  they  are 
cooler  than  the  external  air  in  fummer,  as  I  have  found 
by  feveral  trials.  Thefe  things  were  neceffary  to  be 
premifed,  as  they  may  account  for  the  variations  in 
the  inftrument,  that  are  remarkable  in  the  different 
fituations. 

’*rf1 
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JANUARY. 

The  weather  in  January  is  commonly  either  frofty 
or  rainy.  What  fnow  falls  is  chiefly  in  this  month ; 
but  it  is  in  no  great  quantity,  and  does  not  lie  many 
hours.  The  middle  of  the  month  is  its  moft  ufual  time 
of  falling,  and  then  it  often  remains  frofty  till  the 
end. 

Whenever  rain  falls,  it  is  ufually  in  the  night,  and 
in  very  heavy  fhowers. 

The  winds  are  moderate,  and  moftly  from  the  nor¬ 
thern  or  eaftern  quarter. 

Therm.  Baron. 

Created,  height  57  Created  293  Greated  variation  of  therm*  in 

34  Lead  28  6  one  day,  4  deg. 

The  moft  common  height  of  the  thermometer  at 
nine  in  the  morning  is  40  and  46,  and  the  difference 
between  that  and  three  in  the  afternoon  a  gradual  rife 
of  3  or  4  deg.  In  rainy  days,  or  even  fuch  as  are 
cloudy,  this  variation  feldom  exceeds  1  or  2  deg.  and 
often  there  is  none  at  all ;  and  this  obfervation  holds 
through  all  the  year. 

FEBRUARY, \ 

This  month  is  for  the  moft  part  as  rainy  as  the  for¬ 
mer  4  with  this  difference,  that  neither  rain  nor  fair 

weather 
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weather  continue  To  many  days  together,  but  change  from 
one  to  the  other  every  four  or  five  days.  A  little  fnow 
often  falls  in  this  month,  and  commonly  there  are  a 
few  frofty  days.  It  is  very  often  cloudy,  though  no 
rain  falls,  particularly  in  the  afternoon  ;  but  they  are 
light,  white  clouds.  At  fuch  times  the  air  without 
doors  is  moderately  warm.  The  winds  are  much  as  in 
the  preceding  month,  till  towards  the  end,  and  then 
it  fometimes  blows  hard  wefterly. 

Therm.  Btrom. 

Greateft  height  55  Greateft  22  3  Greateft  difference  of  therm. 

Leaft  40  Leafl  28  4  in  one  day,  8  deg. 

The  firft  fortnight,  the  ufual  morning-height  of  the 
thermometer  is  from  42  to  47  ;  the  variation  between 
the  morning  and  evening  obfervation,  1,  2,  or  3  deg. 
In  the  laft  fortnight,  when  there  happens  no  froft,  it 
gradually  rifes  to  about  50,  and  the  difference  between 
morning  and  evening  commonly  4  or  5. 

w  *  4  9  ■ 

MAR  C  H. 

A  good  deal  of  rain  falls  in  the  month  of  March  \ 
but  it  is  generally  in  fhort,  hard  fhowers,  and  often  ac¬ 
companied  with  thunder.  At  fuch  times  the  weather 
is  dark  and  gloomy  ;  but  for  the  greater  part  it  is  clear, 
only  a  few  white  light  clouds.  The  weather  begins  to 

he  hot  in  the  open  air. 

The 
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The  winds  are  ftronger  than  in  the  preceding 
months,  and  blow  much  oftener  wefterly. 

\  i  *■  *  *  ' 

Therm.  Barom. 

Greateft  height  67  Greateft  29  Difference  in  the  thermometer 

Lead  44  Leaft  28  6  in  one  day,  9  deg. 

i  ' 

The  common  height  of  the  thermometer  in  the 
morning  is  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  as  in  the  end 
of  the  laft  ;  about  the  middle,  52  ;  the  end,  56  to 
58.  The  difference  between  morning  and  evening 
obfervations  become  more  conftderable  as  the  month 
advances ;  in  the  beginning,  commonly  5  ;  the  end, 
8  to  9.  If  it  rains,  the  variation  is  very  inconfider- 
able,  as  has  been  mentioned  before. 

APRIL . 

This  month  is  in  general  fair,  clear  weather,  with 
white,  light  clouds  in  the  afternoon  ;  feldom  dark  or 
cloudy,  except  when  it  rains,  which  it  does  in  hard 
thunder-fhowers  as  in  the  laft  month,  but  not  fo  of¬ 
ten.  There  are  commonly  a  few  clofe,  hazey  days ; 
thefe  happen  when  there  are  light  breezes  northerly 
or  eafterly  ;  but  the  winds  in  general  are  frefh 
wefterly. 

The  days  begin  to  grow  very  hot,  but  the  mornings 
and  evenings  as  yet  remain  cool. 


Greateft 
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Therm.  Barom. 

Greateft  height  82  Greateft  291  Difference  in  the  thermometer 
Leaft  5 1  Lean  28  5  in  one  day,  1  o  deg. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  its  morning- 
ftation  gradually  raifed  from  60  to  66  as  the  month 
advances,  and  the  variation  8  to  i  o  between  the  morn  * 
ing  and  evening  obfervation,  except  when  it  rains. 

MAY. 

May  has  generally  one  or  two  hard  fhowers  of  rain, 
iometimes  accompanied  with  hail,  and  often  thunder  \ 
at  others,  the  weather  is  ferene,  with  very  few  clouds, 
and  thofe  light  and  white. 

The  weather  begins  to  grow  very  warm  in  this 
month,  particularly  when  calm,  or  the  wind  northerly 
or  eafterly  ;  but  the  wind  for  much  the  greater  part  is 
frefh,  and  wefterly.  And  here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that,  during  the  whole  of  the  fummer,  the 
wefterly  winds  have  a  confiderable  influence  over  the 
thermometer.  When  they  are  weak,  the  heat  en- 
creafes  ;  if  calm,  it  becomes  ftill  hotter  ;  but  even  then 
not  fo  hot  as  when  a  northerly  or  eafterly  wind  blows, 
which  raifes  the  mercury  leveral  degrees,  and  makes 
the  air  very  difagreeable.  See  p.  14. 

Therm.  Barom. 

Greateft  height  92  Greateft  29  Greateft  variation  of  the  therm. 

Leaft  67  Leaft  286  in  one  day,  10  deg. 

The 
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The  ufual  flatten  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermome¬ 
ter  is  at  the  beginning  70,  and  it  gradually  rifes,  as  the 
month  advances,  to  76  or  80.  The  variation  between 
the  morning  and  evening  obfervation  rifes  affb  from 
6  to  9. 

JUNE, 

This  month  is  ferene  throughout,  feldom  fo  much 
as  a  few  flying  clouds  to  be  feen.  It  is  very  rare  that 
even  fo  much  as  one  fhower  of  rain  falls,  and  that  at  mofl 
but  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  wefterly  winds  reign  chiefly  in  this  month ; 
and  frefhening  after  mid-day,  often  continue  through 
the  night,  which  allay  the  extreme  heat,  now  become 
very  troublefome. 

Therm.  Birom. 

Greateft  height  96  Greateft  29  Greateft  variation  of  therm,  in 

Leaft  76  Leaft  28  5  one  day,  12  deg. 

The  morning-height  of  the  mercury,  at  feven 
o’clock,  gradually  encreafes  with  the  month,  from  76 
to  about  80  ;  as  that  of  the  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock, 
does  from  84  to  92. 

JULY, 

July  differs  very  little  from  the  former  month ;  the 
weather  conflantly  ferene. 

3  The 
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The  wefterly  winds  ufually  blow  frefh ;  but,  if  they 
fail,  it  becomes  exceffive  hot. 

Therm.  Barom. 

Greatefl  height  ioi  Greatefl  289  Greatefl  variation  of  therm,  in 

.O 

Leafl  77  Leafl  28  5  one  day,  u  deg. 

Eighty,  is  the  common  height  of  the  mercury,  in  the 
morning,  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  as  85,  86  is 
at  the  end.  The  difference  between  the  morning  and 
evening  obfervation,  8  or  10. 

august. 

Till  about  the  20th,  Augujl  is  exa&ly  like  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  months :  from  that  to  the  end,  there  ufually  ap¬ 
pear  a  number  of  white  clouds,  but  larger  than  any  that 
accidentally  appear  in  other  fummer-months.  Thefe 
QQjyyjyyonly  termed  the  PJilo  cloncis  ,  and  from  this 
time,  the  dews  ~  (which  are  fcarce  ever  obferved  in  the 
two  preceding  months)  begin  to  fall  in  the  nights ;  but 
they  are  not  very  confiderable. 

Therm.  Bjrom- 

Greatefl  height  97  Greatefl  29  Greatefl  variation  in  the  therm. 

Leaft  b  74  Leafl  284  in  one  day,  10  deg. 

The  height  of  the  thermometer,  till  the  clouds  ap¬ 
pear,  is  pretty  much  the  fame  as  in  that  of  laft  month  ; 
but,  whenever  they  come,  they  commonly  fink  it  4  01 

5  degrees. 
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SEPTEMBER. 

For  the  firft  fortnight  this  month  is  like  the  former, 
or  rather  more  fultry,  as  the  wind  feldom  blows  ftrong. 
If  no  rain  falls,  this  weather  continues  all  the  month  ; 
but  ufually  between  the  1 5th  and  25th  dark,  gloomy 
clouds  arife  ;  and  a  fqual,  in  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind, 
blows  from  the  weftward,  bringing  with  it  a  great 
cloud  of  duft  that  covers  the  whole  city.  This  progno- 
fticates  rain,  and  in  one  or  two  days  more  fome  heavy 
fhowers  fall,  either  in  the  city,  or  not  far  off.  Thefe 
are  called  the  firft  rains ;  and  though  they  are  ufually 
inconfiderable,  yet  the  air  is  much  cooled,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  month  rendered  very  pleafant. 

Seldom  a  night  pafles  without  much  lightening'  in 
the  north- weft  quarter,  but  not  attended  by  thunder. 
When  this  lightening  appears  in  the  weft  or  fouth-weflr 
points,  it  is  a  fure  fign  of  the  approaching  rain,  which 
is  often  followed  by  thunder. 

The  winds  in  September  are  wefterly,  but  often  not 
more  than  light  breezes. 

Therm,  Barom. 

Greateft  height  92  Greateft  29  Greateft  difference  of  the  therm. 

62  Leaft  28  6  in  one  day,  12  deg. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  the  ufual  morning- 
height  of  the  thermometer  is  much  as  in  the  end  of 

8  Auguji ; 
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Augujl ;  the  variation  between  the  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  obfervation  rather  more  conftderable.  The  falling 
of  rain  links  it  3  or  4  degrees,  and  it  ufually  keeps  fall¬ 
ing  all  the  month  till  it  gets  to  65  The  variation  in 
one  day  feldom  then,  exceeds  3  or  4,  and  juft  at  the 
falling  of  the  rain  much  lefs,  perhaps  1  or  2. 

OCTOBER . 

Till  the  fecond  rains  fall  in  OBober ,  the  weather  is 
ferene,  cool,  and  rather  more  pleafant  than  at  any 
other  time  of  the  year ;  afterwards  it  becomes  more 
variable.  Thefe  rains  are  ufually  regulated  by  thole 
in  September ,  being  between  twenty  and  thirty  days  after 
them  ;  and,  like  them  alfo,  the  quantity  varies  confi- 
derably  in  different  years.  However,  thofe  of  OBober 
are  feldom  lefs  than  three  or  four  days  ;  but  it  muft 
not  be  underftood  that  it  continues  a  conftant  rain  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  of  thofe  days. 

The  winds  are  rarely  ftrong  in  this  month,  but  are 
commonly  variable. 

Therm.  Barorn. 

Greateft  height  84  Greateft  29  Greateft  difference  of  the  therm. 

Leaft  &  5I  Lead  28  6  in  one  day,  10  deg. 

x 

The  morning-height  of  the  thermometer,  till  the 
rains  fall,  is  ufually  about  72  ;  the  difference  between 
the  morning  and  evening  obfervation,  5  or  6.  Alter 

X  2  '  the 
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the  falling  of  the  rains  it  gradually  links  to  60.  The 
variation  then  in  one  day  is  feldom  more  than  3  or  4, 
on  the  rainy  days  commonly  lefs. 

NOVEMBER . 

1 

November  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the  rainy  months, 
though  frequently  there  is  an  interval  of  very  fine  wea¬ 
ther.  The  number  of  rainy  days  rarely  exceed  feven 
or  eight,  and  molt  of  them  only  a  few  heavy  fhowers. 
It  is  not  ufual  to  fee  fnow  fall  in  this  month ;  but  after 
the  firft  fortnight  it  is  generally  frofty  in  the  morning 
when  the  weather  is  ferene. 

The  winds  are  variable,  feldom  ftrong,  but  more 
inclined  to  the  north  and  eaft  than  any  of  the  other 
quarters. 

Therm.  Birom. 

Greatefl  height  65  Greatefl:  29  1  Greatefl  variation  of  the  therm.. 

.Leaft  '  44  Lead  28  4  in  one  day,  8  deg. 

As  the  month  advances,  the  mercury  in  the  ther¬ 
mometer  gradually  falls  from  60  to  50  ;  the  former  be¬ 
ing  its  ufual  morning-height  at  the  beginning,  as  the 
latter  is  at  the  end.  The  variation  in  one  day,  from  5 
to  2  ;  but  on  rainy  days  there  is  very  often  no  variation 
at  all. 

t 
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DECEMBER. 

This  is  ufually  a  rainy  month,  and  much  more 
cloudy,  foggy  weather  in  the  intervals  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  confequently  not  near  fo  agreeable.  The  greateft 
number  of  rainy  days  mentioned  in  the  regifter  is  i6, 
the  feweft  6,  commonly  8  or  9. 

There  is  always  more  or  lefs  frofty  weather  in  thi& 
month,  and  frequently  a  little  fnow.  This  falls  out 
commonly  after  or  about  the  end  of  the  firft  fortnight, 
and  with  it  commences  the  cold  weather. 

The  winds  are,  as  in  the  preceding  month,  com* 
monly  eafterly  or  northerly,  and  feldom  ftrong. 

Therm.  Barom. 

Greateft  height  55  Greateft  291  Greateft  difference  of  the  therm. 

Leaft  40  Leaft  28  4  in  one  day,  5  deg. 

f  f  fv  r 

•  :  i  .. 

Forty-fix  is  the  common  height  of  the  thermometer 
through  this  month.  The  difference  between  the 
morning  and  evening  obfervation,  when  it  does  not 
rain,  is  often  3. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Of  the  Weather  from  the  Year  1742  to  1747,  and  of 


the  Years  1752  and  1753. 


A.  D.  MDCCXLII. 


i  HE  winter  of  this  year  was  more  fevere  than 


X  ufual  in  this  country,  and  much  lefs  rain  in 
March  and  April  than  is  cuftomary  at  that  feafbn. 

About  the  end  of  April  the  weather  became  very 
warm,  and  continued  fo  till  the  20th  of  May  ;  from 
which  time,  till  the  2  2d  of  June ,  it  grew  rather 
cool  for  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  air  being  refrefhed 


The  2  2d  of  June ,  the  wind  changed  to  north-weft, 
and  was  very  moderate  ;  upon  which  the  weather  be¬ 
came  exceeding  hot,  and  continued  fo  all  that  month,, 
and  for  the  firft  ten  days  in  July .  The  remainder  of 
the  fummer  was  fuch  as  is  common  in  this  country, 
without  any  of  the  hot  eafterly  winds. 

^  On  the  25  th  of  September  the  firft  rains  fell,  and 
continued  only  one  day  ;  after  which  the  weather  was 
extremely  pleafant  till  the  end  of  QSlober ;  when  the 


fecond 
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feeond  rains  fell,  and  continued  a  few  day9.  Upon 
their  ceafing,  it  fet  in  fair  and  ferene  till  the  14th  of 
December ;  when  a  fmall  fhock  of  an  earthquake  was 
felt,  and  a  hard  froft  began,  which  continued  all  that 
month. 

For  want  of  proper  inftruments,  the  changes  of  heat 
and  cold  this  year  are  here  reprefented  according  to 
what  they  appeared  to  our  fenfes. 

A.  D.'MDCCXLIII. 

From  the  beginning  of  January  till  the  middle,  a 
great  deal  of  fnow  fell,  the  froft  continued,  and  the 
air  was  exceeding  cold  ;  the  thermometer  being  but 
once  above  40  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  morning, 
commonly  36,  once  34,  on  the  third  at  9,  A.  JVL 
A  few  days  of  fair,  pleafant  weather  fucceeded  this  cold,, 
and  then  began  violent  rains,  which  continued  during 
the  remainder  of  the  month. 

The  rains  were  almoft  conftant  till  the  20th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  ;  the  latter  part  of  which  month  was  fair,  plea¬ 
fant  weather. 

March  fet  in  with  variable  fpxing-weather,  (though 
fomewhat  cooler  than  ufual),  which  continued  till  the 
23d  ;  from  which  time  till  the  end  a  great  quantity  of 
rain,  hail,  and  thunder. 

April 
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April  was  fair  (except  one  thunder- fhower)  till  the 
rgth ;  during  which  the  weather  was  pretty  warm, 
with  a  fort  of  hazinefs  in  the  air.  The  20th  and  21ft, 
it  blew  very  hard  from  the  fouth-weft,  with  much  rain, 
and  the  weather  became  unufually  cool  for  the  feafon. 
The  mercury  in  the  thermometer,  which  had  .  before 
commonly  rofe  to  74  in  the  afternoon,  feldom  after¬ 
wards  getting  up  fo  high  as  66  during  the  whole  month, 
which  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  rain  and  thun¬ 
der,  fome  hail,  and  the  wind  generally  frefh  wefterly. 

May  (except  on  the  13th  and  23d,  when  fome  fe- 
vere  thunder-fhowers  fell)  was  fair,  pleafant  weather, 
and  much  cooler  than  ufual.  The  thermometer  was 
unfortunately  broke  this  month  ;  fo  that  from  this  time 
till  May  following,  the  obfervations  were  made  by  a 
large  thermomoter,  filled  with  fpirits,  which  fhowed  dif- 
tin&ly  the  changes  of  heat  and  cold,  but  was  not  upon 
any  known  fcale. 

The  beginning  of  June  was  fair  and  cool  weather 
for  the  feafon.  On  the  10th  it  began  to  be  hot ;  and, 
notwithstanding  ftrong  wefterly  winds,  and  often  flying 
clouds,  the  air  was  very  hot  during  the  reft  of  the 
month.  On  the  12  th,  at  8  P.  M.  were  felt  two  fmall 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake.  The  fky  was  at  that  time  fe- 
rene,  and  it  blew  frefh. 


On 
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On  the  night  between  the  ift  and  2d  of  July ,  fome 
fevere  thunder-fhowers  fell ;  a  thing  very  extraordinary 
at  this  feafon.  During  the  whole  of  the  month,  the 
wefterly  wind  blew  frefh,.  and  generally  continued  great 
part  of.  the  night,  by  which  means  the  air  was  rendered 
remarkably  cool. 

This  chill  weather  continued  a  few  days  in  Augujl ; 
but  the  remainder  of  that  month,  the  winds,  though 
wefterly,  being  moderate,  and  ceaftng  a  little  after  fun- 
fet,  .together  with  its  fucceeding  fuch  cool  weather, 
made  it  feem  uncommonly  warm,  though  from  the 
thermometer  it  appeared  that  the  heat  was  not  in  reality 
greater  than  in  other  years.  On  the  1 9th,  at  half  an 
hour  after  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  was  felt  a  fmall  fhock 
of  an  earthquake.  The  iky  was  at  that  time  ferene, 
and  little  wind  ftirring. 

The  beginning  of  September  was  hot,  as  in  Auguf  ; 
but  on  the  10th  it  became  fultry,  particularly  in  the 
night,  and  continued  fo  till  the  1 8th  at  night,  when 
the  firft  rains  began  to  fall  ;  and  though  they  were 
but  moderate,  they  rendered  the  remainder  of  the 
month  quite  cool. 

Though  it  rained  a  little  on  the  8  th  of  0 Bober ,  and 
continued  cloudy  for  fever akdays ;  yet  the  fecond  rains 
did  not,  properly  fpeaking,  fall  till  the  23d*  when  they 

Y  were 
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were  plentiful,  and  continued  three  days.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  that  month,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  year, 
afforded  nothing  remarkable. 

A.  D.  MDCCXLI V. 

#  ft  ■Jy.  1 1  f  I 

The  fnow  which  fell  on  the  5  th  of  January  lay  fix 
inches  deep,  and  continued  for  feveral  days  in  places 
(haded  from  the  fun  ;  which  is  not  ufual  in  this 
country ;  the  quantity  that  fell  in  this  month  was 
likewife  fomewhat  extraordinary. 

February  and  March  had  nothing  in  them  different 
from  other  years. 

April  was  more  rainy  than  cuftomary.  On  the 
2  8  th,  at  half  an  hour  after  one  in  the  morning,  were  two 
pretty  brifk  fhocks  of  an  earthquake,  and  at  fix  in  the 
evening  another. 

May  and  July  were  as  ufual  in  a  moderate  dim¬ 
mer  ;  but  June  had  more  northerly  winds,  and  was 
hotter  than  common  9  the  ufual  height  of  the  thermo- 
ter  being  95. 

From  the  firft  week  in  Augujl ,  feveral  days  of  eafterly 
winds  rendered  the  air  unufually  hot,  which  by  a  very 
Angular,  though  but  final  1,  fliower  of  rain  oil  the 

3.0th, 
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30th,  was  cooled  for  a  few  days  \  the  thermometer, 
P.  M.  falling  from  92  to  83. 

The  firft  rains  were  ufhered  in  by  the  accuftomed 
fquall  of  wind  on  the  4th  of  September  at  night,  and 
were  violent  for  a  few  hours,  but  did  not  cool  the  air. 
On  the  20th  and  2  2d,  one  fhower  of  rain  fell,  and 
rendered  it  more  cool ;  and  the  plentiful  rain  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d,  and  greateft  part  of  the  day  on  the 
24th,  completed  it. 

On  the  1 6th  of  0 Bober ,  at  night,  the  fecond  rains 
fell,  with  a  good  deal  of  thunder,  and  on  the  1  9th 
fome  more ;  after  which  the  reft  of  the  year  afforded 
nothing  that  was  remarkable. 

A.  D.  MDCCXLV. 

This  year  had  nothing  uncommon  in  the  weather 
till  the  1 2  th  of  March ,  when  it  became  cold  ;  and  an 
unufual  froft,  with  a  north-eaft  wind  for  a  few  days, 
nipped  moft  of  the  bloffoms  on  the  trees ;  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  after  noon  being  rarely  above  54, 
whereas  before  it  was  at  62. 

April  was  remarkably  dry,  having  but  one  fhower 
of  rain,  on  the  6th.  May  and  June  had  nothing  extra¬ 
ordinary. 

Y  2  Jub* 
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July ,  except  a  few  days  at  the  latter  end,  and  all 
Augufl,  not  being  refrefhed  with  the  westerly  breezes, 
and  having  feveral  days  of  eafterly  wind,  particularly 
the  middle  of  Augujl ,  were  extremely  hot ;  the  after¬ 
noons  height  of  the  thermometer  being  often  100,  and 
twice  1 01. 

The  firft  rains  were  very  moderate,  and  fell  on  the 
10  th  September ,  being  as  ufual  preceded  by  a  fqual  of 
wind.  The  fecond  rains  fell  heavy  and  feafonable, 
about  the  middle  of  0 Bober ;  from  which  time  hap¬ 
pened  nothing  lingular  all  the  reft  of  the  year. 

*  ».  <  s 

•  *.  -  .  .  ..JR,*  .  -,,1 

A.  D .  MDCCXLVI. 

The  4th,  5  th,  and  6th  of  January  this  year,  it 
fnowed  almoft  continually ;  fo  that  it  lay  in  the  ftreets 
above  a  foot  thick,  which  is  very  uncommon.  It  was 
not  all  thaw’d  in  the  city  for  fome  days ;  and  in  fuch 
places  abroad  where  the  fun-beams  did  not  reach,  there 
was  ftill  fome  lying  on  the  1 3th.  From  this  time  till 

June  the  weather  was  as  ufual. 

\ 

•  > 

It  began  to  blow  very  hard  wefterly  on  the  13  th 
Juney  and  the  wind  brought  along  with  it  many  clouds, 
which  let  fall  two  fmall  fhowers  of  rain  on  the  14th, 
one  at  10  A.  M,  the  other  at  7  P.  M.  which  funk  the 

mercury 
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mercury  in  the  thermometer  from  84,  its  ufual  after¬ 
noon’s  height,  to  76  three  fourths. 

Augiifi  had  none  of  the  ufual  cloudy  weather  ;  yet 
the  reft  of  the  fummer  had  nothing  in  it  particular. 

Though  it  began  to  be  cloudy  on  the  4th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  ^  and  continued  fo  for  a  few  days,  and  even  thun¬ 
dered  ;  yet  no  rain  fell  till  the  nth  in  the  afternoon, 
and  then  only  a  gentle  fhower  of  about  an  hour,  which 
funk  the  thermometer  from  8  2  and  an  half,  its  common 
afternoon’s  height,  to  77.  It  foon  however  rofe  again ; 
and  the  wind  being  eafterly  or  northerly  from  the  20th 
to  the  end  of  the  month,  the  weather  was  unu- 
fually  warm  ;  the  afternoon  height  of  the  mercury 

being  85  or  86. 

In  the  month  of  OBober  there  fell  but  one  fhower 
of  rain,  the  25th  P.  M.  fo  that  the  thermometer  kept 
high  all  the  month,  and  the  weather  was  extremely 

On  the  2d  and  3d  of  November  the  rains  fell  plenti¬ 
fully  ;  and,  through  the  whole  of  this  and  the  fucceed- 
ing  month,  more  fell  than  is  ufual  in  other  years* 
There  did  not  happen  either  froft  or  fnow. 


a.  jy* 
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A.  D .  MDCCXL VII. 

< 

From  the  beginning  of  January  till  the  end  of 
March ,  the  winds  were  much  higher  than  ufual  at 
that  feafon,  neither  was  there  any  froft  or  fnow  ;  but 
more  rain  fell  in  January  and  February  than  is  com¬ 
mon,  and  the  weather  in  general  was  bleak  and  unplea- 
fant.  The  reft  of  the  year  till  September  was  mild,  and 
very  moderate. 

Though  it  was  cloudy,  and  threatened  rain  about  the 
20th  of  September ,  yet  none  fell  in  this  month  at  A~ 
leppo ;  fo  the  thermometer’s  evenings  height  kept  up  at 
82  till  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  whole  of  Ottober  was  clear  and  fettled  weather, 
except  one  thunder-lhower  on  the  13th,  (which  funk 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  from  81  to  73)  afmalK 

fhower  on  the  2  2d,  and  a  gentle  rain  the  whole  of  the 
24th. 

On  the  7  th  of  November  the  rains  began  to  fall  plen¬ 
tifully,  the  weather  became  as  in  other  years,  but  there 
was  no  froft  in  this  month. 

December  was  rather  more  foggy  than  common, 
without  either  froft  or  fnow. 


Being, 
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Being,  for  want  of  leifure,  prevented  from  giving  a 
particular  account  of  the  epidemic  difeafes  from  1748 
to  1751,  that  of  the  weather  is  alfo  omitted. 

The  change  of  ftile  from  the  fulian  to  the  Grego¬ 
rian  rendering  references  to  the  general  account  oi 
the  weather,  which  were  made  according  to  the  fulian 
calendar,  indiftina:,  I  conceived  it  neceffary  to  give  the 
weather  of  the  years  1752  and  1753  compleat. 

It  is  true  that  the  fhort  method  formerly  ufed  might 
have  ferved  till  September ,  as  the  a6t  of  parliament  did 
not  take  place  till  the  3d  of  that  month :  but,  befides 
the  want  of  uniformity  that  would  have  attended  a 
change  in  the  method  before  the  year  was  out,  I 
thought,  that,  if  there  were  any  who  fhould  make  an 
objection  to  the  former,  this  would  make  them  fome 
atonement ;  and  that  it  could  be  difagreeable  to  none, 
more  efpecially  as  the  epidemic  fevers  of  thofe  two 
years  changed  their  appearances  fo  remarkably  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  feafon. 

-  1 

The  thermometer  ufed,  till  noted  otherwife,  was  the 
large  one,  and  the  iituation  during  the  whole  two  years 
in  the  wooden  kiofk.  Where-ever  a  rainy  day  occurs, 
with  one  it  is  to  be  underftood  that  a  fmall  fhower 
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or  two  happened  on  that  day  ;  denotes  violent  rains, 
and  "  an  intermediate  degree  of  rain. 

A.  D.  MDCCLII. 

v,  {  »  ^  *  1 

JANUARY, ; 

The  firft  week  of  this  month  cloudy  and  rainy ; 
from  the  8th  to  the  29th  continued  clear,  fair  wea¬ 
ther,  with  fome  light  clouds  now  and  then  inter¬ 
vening. 

Rainy  Days . 

r  ft  and  4th  "  at  night,  5  th  6th  "  at  night,  with 
fqualls  of  wind,  7th  and  "  29th  in  the  night,  30th 
and  31ft 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  56  on  the  28th  and  29th,  at  3  P.  M. 
Leaft  height  -  -  40  on  the  10th  and  nth,  at  9  A.M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  1  on  the  9th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  on  the  4th. 

In  the  firft  fortnight,  the  mercury  in  the  thermo¬ 
meter  never  rofe  above  50.  Through  the  whole 
month,  the  moft  general  height  at  nine  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  was  46,  from  which  time  it  ufually  rofe  3  or 
4  degrees  ;  fo  that  at  3  P.  M,  it  flood  at  49  or  50, 
except  in  rainy  weather,  when  the  variation  was  lefs 
confiderable,  and  there  was  frequently  none  at  all. 


F  E- 
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f  f  .  1 

FEBRUARY. 

Light  clouds  were  more  frequent  in  this  month  than 
in  the  former ;  the  weather  in  the  afternoon  often  be¬ 
came  overcaft ;  the  three  laft  days  ferene  ;  the  rain 
fell  moftly  in  the  night,  and  in  violent  fhowers. 

Rainy  Days. 

7th,  begun  in  the  evening,  and  continued  till  the 
8th  "  in  the  forenoon,  9th  "  in  the  night,  10th  "  A.M. 
2 2d',  23d"'  in  the  night,  and  24th'  in  the  fore¬ 
noon. 

1 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  53  on  the  19th,  at  3  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  45  Several  days. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  laft  fortnight. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  3  on  the  1  ith  P.  M. 

The  moll  common  height  of  the  .thermometer  in 
the  morning  was  48,  its  variation  in  the  beginning  of 
the  month  3,  and  in  the  middle  and  latter  part  5,  un- 
lefs  in  rainy  weather. 

MAR  C  H. 

The  fame  ferene  weather  with  which  the  laft  month 
ended,  continued  till  the  9th  ;  from  thence  till  the 
1 8th,  light  flying  clouds,  with  fome  rain  ;  the  remain- 

2  der 
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der  of  the  month  ferene,  except  the  24th,  25  th,  and 
26th,  which  were  cloudy. 

Rainy  Days. 

8th  "  in  the  night,  9th '  P.  M.  1 3th  '  in  the  night, 
14th",  1 6th  '  in  the  night  with  thunder,  26th',  and 
27th  '  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  67  on  the  24th,  at  3  P.M. 

Lead  height  -  -  44  on  the  2d  and  1  ith,  at  9  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  1  fluctuated  often  through  the  month 
Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  5  between  thefe  two  heights. 

The  general  height  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermo¬ 

meter  in  the  morning  was  4 5  in  the  beginning  of  the 
"month,  about  the  middle  52,  at  the  end  56.  The  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  morning  and  evening  obfervations 
grew  more  confiderable  as  the  month  advanced  ;  at  the 
commencement  it  was  commonly  5,  towards  the  end  8- 
or  9. 

APRIL. 

During  the  firft  week,  moftly  clear  weather,,  with 
light,  flying  clouds  in  the  afternoon*  From  the  7th  to 
the  1 2th,  variable  weather,  frequent  hard  ftiowers  of 
rain,  fometimes  attended  with  lightening  and  thunder.. 
Thefe  fliowers  fell  chiefly  in  the  night  or  morning.. 
The  reft  of  the  month,  except  one  day,  clear  weather, 
diverftfied  with  light  clouds. 

.  Rainy 
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Rainy  Days . 

7th'  A.M.  and  in  the  night',  8th '  in  the  night,  9th  ' 
A.  M.  and  a  ftorm  in  the  night,  10th  nth',  2 2d 

P.  M.  and  in  the  night 

/ 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  8 1  on  the  30th,  at  3  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  58  on  the  8th,  at  9  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  8  on  the  8th,  and  from  the  14th  to  the  1 8  th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  4  on  the  2 2d. 

For  the  firft  ten  days,  the  morning-ftation  of  the 
thermometer  was  60,  the  afternoon  66,  except  it 
rained,  when  the  difference  was  lefs.  The  remainder 
of  the  month,  the  height  was  commonly  65,  and  the 
variation  in  the  fame  day  9  or  10. 

MAT 

There  was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  rain  fell  the 
beginning  of  this  month.  The  regifter  till  the  18th  is 
incompleat;  from  the  1 8  th  the  weather  clear  and  plea- 
fant ;  thunder  in  the  morning  of  the  2  2d  ;  the  wind 
wefterly  all  the  month,  and  blowing  frefh,  particularly 
from  the  20th. 

Rainy  Days . 

3d  A.  M.  ",  in  the  night ",  '  morning. 

Z  2 
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Greated  height  of  tihe  thermometer  86  on  the  30th,  at  4  P.  M. 

Lead  height  -  -  67  on  the  4th,  at  3  P.  M. 

Greated  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  from  the  26th  till  the  29th  P.  M. 

Leaf!  height  -  -  28  6  on  the  4th. 

From  the  18  th  to  the  29th,  the  common  height  of 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer,  at  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  was  70  ;  the  difference  in  one  day  6,  fometimes 
9.  The  three  laft  days  the  ftation  in  the  morning  was 
78,  the  difference  8. 

JUNE . 

Fine  ferene  weather  through  the  whole  month  ;  fome 
few  light,  flying  clouds  on  the  17th  and  27th;  from 
the  7th  a  fre£h  wefterly  wind. 

Rainy  Days  none . 

Created  height  of  the  thermometer  92  on  the  12th,  at  4  P.  M. 

Lead  height  -  -  76 

Greated  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  on  the  9th  and  icth. 

Lead  height  -  -  28  5  from  the  24th  to  the  end. 

The  morning-height  of  the  mercury,  at  feven 
o’clock,  increafed  gradually  with  the  month,  from 
76  to  80 ;  as  that  of  the  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock, 
did  from  85  to  91.  This  in  general  was  the  cafe  ;  but 
the  ftrength  of  the  wind  had  alfo  much  influence. 


JULY. 


The  Weather  of  1752. 


*73 


J  U  L  T. 

Serene  and  cool  weather  for  the  feafon,  except  the 
laft  eight  days ;  when  the  weft  wind,  which  had  blown 
frefh  from  the  beginning  of  the  month,  giving  way  to 
calms  and  light  breezes,  it  became  exceeding  hot. 

Rainy  Days  none . 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  95  on  the  30th  and  31ft,  at  4  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  77  on  the  3d,  20th,  and  21ft,  at  7  A.M.. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  7  on  the  ift. 

f  From  the  5th,  at  4  P.  M.  till  the 
Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  <  7  th  at  the  fame  hour  ;  as  alfo  the 

(.  20th  and  21ft. 

The  common  height  of  the  mercury  was  in  the 
morning  80,  and  in  the  afternoon  go.  In  the  laft 
week  it  flood  in  the  morning  at  85,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  at  94  or  95.. 

A  u  G  u  s  r. 

Till  the  2 1  ft,  ferene,  frefh  weather,  fome  light, 
flying  clouds  appearing  now  and  then  about  mid-day, 
or  in  the  afternoon.  The  21ft,  black,  flying  clouds 
threatened  rain  the  whole  day  :  from  this  to  the  end 
of  the  month,  clouds  of  this  kind  palled  almoft  every 
day.  In  the  nights  of  the  6th,  20th,  and  23d,  many 


174  The  Weather  of  1752. 

dark,  gloomy  clouds,  with  lightening.  The  weft 
wind  continued  to  blow  freih  all  the  month. 

Rainy  Days  none. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  93  on  the  12th  and  17th,  at  4  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  74  on  the  24th,  27th,  and  28th,  at  7  A.M.  . 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  8  from  the  29th  till  the  end. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  on  the  7th  and  8th. 

The  general  difference  in  the  height  of  the  mer¬ 
cury,  betwen  the  morning  and  evening  obfervation, 
was  10,  and  the  morning-height  80.  In  the  cloudy 
weather  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  the  mercury 
funk  to  7  5  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  flood 
at  85. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Dews  in  the  night  were  common  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month.  The  weather  till  the  18th  (which  the 
reader  muft  remember  was  but  a  few  days,  the  3d  be¬ 
ing  by  a£t  of  parliament  reckoned  the  14th)  was  much 
like  Augufl.  For  two  hours  before  mid-day  on  the 
1 8th,  a  fmall  rain;  from  that  till  the  end  the  wea¬ 
ther  by  degrees  became  cooler,  particularly  in  the 
nights.  The  wind  continued  wefterly,  but  was  not  fb 
frefh  as  in  the  laft  month ;  light,  flying  clouds  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  afternoon. 


Rainy 
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Rainy  Days .  18th  '  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  86  on  the  14th,  at  4  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  68  on  the  29th,  at  7  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  289  from  the  27th  till  the  end. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  7  from  the  15th  till  the  27th. 

The  height  and  variation  of  the  thermometer  was 
in  the  beginning  the  fame  as  in  the  latter  part  of  Au- 
guft  ;  about  the  20th,  the  morning- height  was  73, 
and  it  continued  falling  all  the  month..  In  the  after¬ 
noon  it  feldom  rofe  more  than  3  or  4  degrees. 

OCTOBER , 

Light,  flying  clouds  throughout  the  day,  a  frefh  weft 
wind,  and  cool  weather.  From  the  4th  to  the  15  th, 

'  i 

ferene,.  and  fomewhat  warm  ;  the  wind  little,  and  va¬ 
riable..  The  1 6th,  flying  clouds,  and  violent  blafts  of 
wind,  by  which  volumes  of  duft  were  raifed  and  hur¬ 
ried  about  in  a  furpriflng  manner.  The  four  fucceed- 
ing  days  the  wind  blew  frefh  from  the  weft  or  fouth- 
weft.  The  2  2d  overcaft,  and  threatening  rain,  which 
began  that  evening,  and  was  violent  in  the  night  :  all 
next  day  gloomy,  with  fmall  rain  ;  violent  rains  again 
in  the  night.  The  28  th,  till  mid-day,  as  before  de- 
feribed ;  after  that,  violent  fhowers,  with  thunder  and 
lightening.  It  then  cleared  up,  but  fome  more  rain 
fell  in  the  evening.  The  remainder  of  the  month  (ex¬ 
cept  the  26th  and  27th,  which  were  cloudy)  proved: 
ferene  weather. 

*  4 
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Rainy  Days. 

22d  "  evenings  and  night,  23d  and  24th  /y. 

GreateA  height  of  the  thermometer  80  on  the  4th*  at  3  P.  M. 

Lead  height  -  -  5 8  on  the  29th  and  30th,  at  8  A.  M. 

„  t  „  C  fluctuated  every  few  days  from  that 

GreateA  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  «  to  28  8 

Lead  height  -  -  28  6  on  the  23d  and  24th. 

The  thermometer’s  morning-height  in  the  firft  fort¬ 
night  was  commonly  72,  the  difference  at  the  times 
of  obfervation  in  the  fame  day  5  or  6.  In  the  laft 
fortnight  it  fell  gradually  to  60,  and  its  variation  in 
the  day  was  rarely  more  than  3  or  4. 

NOVEMBER. 

The  firft  eight  days,  fine  pleafant  weather,  light 
clouds  fometimes  appearing,  but,  except  one  day,  no 
black  clouds.  The  afternoon  of  the  8  th  cloudy,  the 
two  following  days  gloomy,  with  fome  rain  3  from  the 
5  ith  to  the  1 6th,  ferene  mornings,  and  light  clouds  in 
the  afternoon ;  from  that  to  the  20th,  much  cloudy 
weather,  with  fome  rain ;  the  five  fucceeding  days,  fair, 
rmd  frcfty.  The  month  ended  witfy  cloudy,  rainy 
weather. 

In  the  firft  fortnight,  light  breezes  of  wind  weft 
fouth-weft,  fometimes  eaft  or  north-eaft.  '  In  the  laft 
fortnight,  conftantly  moderate  eaft  or  north-eaft.  The 

wind 
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w  '**  *  i 

•wind  blew  rarely  frefh,  or,  if  it  did,  was  but  for  a  little 
while  at  night. 

Rainy  Days . 

8th  "  at  night,  9th',  10th  ',  and  16th  '  A.  M. 
26th  '  in  the  night,  27th  ",  2  8th  ",  and  29th  "  in  the. 
night. 

G  reate  ft  height  of  the  thermometer  65  on  the  ift,  2d,  and  3d,  at  3  P.M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  46  on  the  25th,  at  8  A.  M. 

•  *  1  »  »  .  ,  r  1  j 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  04.  on  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  8  the  greateft  part  of  the  month. 

-  \ 

As  the  month  advanced,  the  mercury  in  the  thermo¬ 
meter  fell  from  60  to  50  ;  the  former  being  the  ufual 
moming-ftation  at  the  beginning,  as  the  latter  was  at 
the  end.  The  variation  in  the  day  was  at  firfl:  5„  and 
afterwards  3  ;  in  rainy  weather  2,  fometimes  nothing. 

i  J  .  »  .1  .  v  -  V  i  _  1 r  n  ,, 

►  ►  •  *~r  *  T  *  r. 

DECEMBER . 


This  month  begun  with  cloudy,  gloomy  weather, 
which  continued  the  firft  ten  days ;  the  mornings  ge¬ 
nerally  foggy  >  the  1  ith  and  1 2  th,  dark  weather  ;  the 
two  following  days  were  fair,  and  frofty  ;  from  the  15th 
to  the  1 8th,  dark  and  gloomy  ;  from  that  to  the  23d, 
froft  ;  from  the  23d  to  the  28th,  gloomy  winter  wea¬ 
ther.  Moft  of  the  rain  in  this  month,  except  on  the 

23d,  fell  after  funfet. 

*  .»»  *  *  •  * 

A  a 


1 
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The  wind,  as  in  laft  month,  moderate,  at  eaft  or 
north-eaft. 


Rainy  Days . 

t  ''  .•  ^  '  , 

5th  "  with  thunder,  9th  ">  23d  26th  /r,  27th  'V 
ftorm  in  the  night  from  the  weft. 


Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  55  on  the  ill,  at  3  P.M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  42  on  the  13th  and  14th,  at  8  A.  M, 


Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  1  on  the  14th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  on  the  27  th. 

In  the  firft  week  the  mercury  ufually  flood  at  54  3 
from  the  5th  to  the  nth,  at  50  ;  from  that  till  the 
24th,  that  it  got  up  again  to  50,  it  continued  fluc¬ 
tuating  between  43  and  46.  The  moft  common  height 
was  44.  The  difference  in  the  fame  day  was  very  ia- 
conftderable,  never  exceeding  3,  and  for  the  moft  part 
1 ,  fometimes  not  difcernible. 


AD.  MDCCLIII. 


JAN  UAR  Y. 

The  preceding'  year  concluded  with  pleafant  ferene 
weather,  which,  one  gloomy  day  excepted,  continued 
till  the  nth  of  this  month  ;  to  this  fucceeded  four 
dark  winter  days  ;  from  the  1.5  th  to  the  afternoon  of 
the  2  2d,  fair,  and  froft,  light  flying  clouds  now  and: 

then  3 
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then  ;  the  remainder  moftly  gloomy,  rainy  weather  ; 
the  laft  day  uncommonly  cold,  with  fome  fnow ;  more 

rain  fell  in  the  day-time  than  ufual  in  this  month. 

* 

Wind  generally  north-eaft  or  eaft,  and  moderate. 

Rainy  Days . 

3d  1  ith  '  A.  M.  "  in  the  night,  1  2th  14th 

2  2d  7  A.  M.  *'  evening,  23d  and  24th'  A.  M. 
27th'",  28th",  29th'',  and  30th  ",  in  the  day-time. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  53  on  the  7th  and  8  th,  at  3  P.M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  40  on  the  3Ift>  «tt  4  P.  M. 

Groateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  on  the  6th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  a  on  the  30th  and  31a. 

The  moft  commofi  height  of  the  thermometer,  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  during  the  firft  fifteen  days,  was 
49,  the  remaining  part  of  the  month  45  ;  the  varia¬ 
tion  in  the  fame  day,  at  the  different  hours  of  obfer- 
vation,  as  ufual. 

FEBRUARY . 

Till  the  1 2th,  fair,  frofty  weather,  except  the  2d 
and  3d  ;  on  the  former  it  fnowed  all  day,  and  the 
latter  continued  overcaft  ;  the  1 2th,  cloudy,  and 
rained  feveral  hours  ;  the  eight  following  days  ferene, 
with  light  clouds  after  mid-day  4  the  remaining  part 

*\  A  a  2 
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of  the  month  cloudy  and  clear  by  turns ;  a  good  many 
fhowers  of  rain,  but  of  no  long  continuance. 

The  wind  very  moderate,  as  in  the  laft  month ;  the 
firft  ten  days,  north-eaft  or  fouth-weft  ;  from  the  15  th 
to  the  20th,  eaft  j  the  laft  eight  days  fomewhat  freftier,* 
weft. 

Rainy  Days* 

1 2th  "  began  at  noon,  21ft  '  P.  M.  2  2d  '  P.  M.. 
24th'  P.  M.  with  thunder,  25th,  26th,,  27th,  28th,* 
Ihowery. 

Created  height  of  the  thermometer  54  at  3  P.M.  from  the  20th  to  the  end, 
Leaft  height  -  *  36  on  the  3d,  at  8  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  oi  on  the  cth,  6th,  and  7th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  6^  on  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th.. 

The  height  of  the  mercury,  in  the  morning*  for  the* 
firft  twelve  days,  was  38  ;  after  that  it  continued^ 
afcending  gradually  to  52.  The  difference  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  or  variation  in  the  fame  day,  was  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  middle  of  the  month  exactly  as  mentioned; 
in  February  laft  year  ;  the  few  laft  days  being  rainy, 
the  variation  (as  ufual)  was  only  1  or  2. 

MAR  C  H. 

To  the  20th,  ferene,  Tome  few  light  clouds  now 
and  then  in  the  afternoon ;  the  9th  excepted,  which 
was  cloudy  and  ftormy  ;  the  remainder  of  the  month 

2  variable 
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ramble  weather,  though  chiefly  cloudy.  The  rail*, 

fell  moftly  in  fhort  (bowers. 

The  firft  ten  days  the  wind  variable,  fouth-weft, 
fouth-eaft,  or  eaft  ;  the  other  part  of  the  month,  com¬ 
monly  weft  or  fouth-weft.  It  was  in  general  moderate 
throughout,  only  fometimes  blew  a  little  frefh  in  the 
afternoon ;  ftorm  on  the  9  th. 

Rainy  Days * 

9th  *'■  A.  M.  21ft  evening,  23d'  P.  M.  24th 
29  31ft  "  in  the  night. 

Created  height  of  the  thermometer  61  on  the  19th,  28th,  and  30th,  at  3  P.  MV 

jLeaft  height  **  *'  on  the  12  th,  at  8  A,M.  4 

r  ,  _  c  flu&uated  often-  between  that  and: 

Created  height  of  the  barometer  28  9  j  2g  y  till  the  20th, 

X-ead  height  -  -  28  4  on  the  22d,  P.M, 

The  common  ftation  of  the  mercury,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  was  at  the  beginning  52>  lome  days  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  49,  after  which  it  gradually  rofe 
to  57  5  the  variation  on  the  cloudy  days  2,  at  other 
times  4  or  5,  but  never  fo  confiderable  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  March . 

APRIL. 

Begun  with  cloudy,  rainy  weather  m,  from  the  2cf 

to  the  9th,  ferene  ;  hazey  weather  frequent  in  the  fe- 

conJ 
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cond  week  ;  the  r6th  and  17th,  ferene  ;  from  this 
time  to  the  27th,  the  weather  unufually  cool  and 
cloudy.  There  were  properly  only  two  rainy  days,  the 
rain  at  other  times  falling  only  in  Ihort  fhowers. 

The  reigning  wind,  particularly  towards  the  end, 
weft  or  fouth-weft ;  frequent  calms,  and  throughout 
the  month  the  wind  moderate. 

Rainy  Days , 

ift  "  P.  M.  2d  13th  '  night,  14th '  A.  M.  15th  ', 
19th  ",  2  2d  P.  M.  with  thunder,  25th',  26th  V 
31ft ',  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  69  on  the  13th,  at  4  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  -  5 1  on  the  2d,  at  7  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  .barometer  28  8  from  the  8th  to  the  1  ith. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  4  on  the  2d. 

As  the  month  advanced,  the  morning-ftation  of  the 
thermometer  rofe  gradually  from  51  to  62;  the  varia¬ 
tion  in  the  fame  day  was  generally  6,  and  never  exceed¬ 
ing  ;  but  as  there  was  much  cloudy  weather,  it  was 
often  only  2  or  3.  ...  . 

c* 

MAT. 

<*■ .  „ 

The  firft  day,  gloomy,  with  continual  rain  till  four  in 
the  afternoon  ;  the  three  following  days,  fhowery,  with 
thunder  ;  the  three  next  days,  fair,  with  flying  clouds; 

and 
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and  a  frefh  wind  ;  in  the  evening  of  the  8  th,  a  ftorm, 
and  thunder;  the  enfuing  week,  much  hazey  wea¬ 
ther,  and  the  fun  fometimes  obfcured  by  the  cknids ; 
from  the  1 6th  to  the  2  8th,  ferene  weather,  and  gene¬ 
rally  a  frefh  wind  through  the  day,  clouds  fometimes 
in  the  evening ;  the  2  8  th,  overcaft ;  the  two  laft  days, 
windy,  and  feveral  dark  clouds  paffed.  Frequent  calms 
in  this  month  ;  the  wind  variable,  fouth-eaft,  or  eaft. 
When  it  blew  frefh,  as  it  did  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  month,  it  was  at  weft. 

Rainy  Days .  -  .. 

ift  2d  '  at  noon,  3d  "  thunder-fhowei-s,  4th  / 
P.  M.  7th  "  with  thunder  P,  M.  15th'  evening,  2  8th  ' 
P.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  78  ?  as  far  as  thc  l6fa  0f  the  month. 

Leaft  height  -  -  59'  3 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  8 
Leaft  height  -  -  28  7 

The  morning-ftation  of  the  mercury,  in  the  firft 
fortnight,  rofe  from  61  to  70;  the  variation  in  the 
fame  day  advancing  alio  regularly  with  the  month  from 

3  to  9  («).  r 

(a\  on  the  16th  of  this  month,  the  thermometer  was  unfortunately  broke,  and 
k  was  the  beginning  of  September  before  another  could  be  procured. 


y  u  N  & 
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.  *'  ,  r  r  *  1  * 

JUNE. 

» 

The  weather  through  the  whole  of  this  month  was 
in  general  cool  for  the  feafon  ;  dark  clouds  frequent  in 
the  firft  week  ;  from  the  8  th  to  the  14th,  light,  flying 
clouds  in  the  forenoon  ;  the  remainder  of  the  month 
ferene,  except  a  few  hours  before  noon,  that  light, 
jfieecy  clouds  fometimes  appeared,  but  more  feldom  as 
the  month  advanced. 

*•  *  ,  ,  ,  jJ  .  ,  V 

T  he  weft  wind  blew  for  the  moft  part  pretty  frelh 
through  all  the  month.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  2d, 
at  a  quarter  paft  five  o’clock,  there  was  a  flight  (hock 
of  an  earthquake  -;  the  wind  frefh  all  that  day. 

Rainy  Days,  ift,  a  fmall  fhower, 

dreateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  8  on  the  1  ft. 

-Leaft  height  -  -  28  a  few  days  towards  the  latter  end, 

The  ordinary  ftation  of  the  mercury  in  the  baro¬ 
meter  was  28  7, 

*  v  *  ■  t  * .  .1  t  JL 

ik  .  .  -  ‘ 

•  ^  .  y  U  L  7Z 

The  weather  in  the  two  firft  weeks,  cool  and  plea- 
flint,  fleecy  clouds,  as  in  the  laft  month,  often  ap¬ 
pearing  before  noon;  to  the  2 2d,  little  wind,  ferene, 
and  warm ;  then  three*  days  cool  weather;  the  re¬ 
mainder  moderate  breezes,  and  hot.  The  wind  wefterly. 
h  '  V  Created 


« 
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Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  6 
Leaft  height  -  -  28  5 

To  the  20th,  the  mercury  in  the  barometer  flood 
invariably  at  the  greateft  height,  as  it  did  the  reft  of  the 
month  at  28  5. 

AUGUST. 

Through  this  whole  month,  the  weather  was  moftly 
ferene,  few  clouds  of  any  kind  appearing;  the  ift  day, 
a  frefh  wind ;  to  the  1 4th,  hot,  and  little  or  no  wind, 
particularly  from  the  4th  the  nights  very  hot ;  from  the 
1 4th  to  the  1 9th,  the  weather  cooler,  being  refrefhed 
by  a  morning  and  evening  breeze ;  the  reft  of  the 
month,  calm,  or  little  wind  ;  many  white  clouds  paffed 
on  the  23d  and  25th,  the  weft  wind  blowing  frefh. 

The  wind  throughout  wefterly. 

Rainy  Days  no?te. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  28  6 1 
Leaft  height  -  -  285 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  flood  at  28  5  from 
the  beginning  till  the  9th,  from  that  time  till  the  29th 
its  invariable  ftation  was  28  6,  as  on  the  three  laft 
days  of  the  month  it  was  28  6r. 

B  b 
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The  firft  week  ferene,  the  mornings  and  evenings 
cool  ;  from  the  13  th  to  the  16th,  frequent  hard  gufts 
of  wind,  that  brought  along  with  them  clouds  of  duft, 
as  ufual  before  the  autumn-rains ;  flying  clouds  of¬ 
ten,  and  fometimes  dew  in  the  nights ;  frequent  lighten¬ 
ing  in  the  weft;  the  12th  and  13th,  fteady  gales  of 
wind  ;  a  little  rain  in  the  night  of  the  1 6th  ;  the  four 
fucceeding  days,  overcaft,  and  often  threatening  rain  ; 
from  the  20th  to  the  25th,  ferene;  the  remainder  of 
the  month  ftormy. 

The  wind  wefterly. 

Rainy  Days.  16th  ',  29th  "  noon. 

{$)  Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  92  on  the  3d,  at  4  P.  M. 

Leaft  height  -  71  on  the  1 8  th,  at  7  A.  M. 

Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  288'  from  the  20th  to  the  24th. 

Leaft  height  -  -  28  5  on  the  12th. 

/  ,1  » 

In  the  firft  fortnight,  82  was  the  ufual  morning- 
height  of  the  thermometer ;  in  the  afternoon  it  com¬ 
monly  rofe  to  89  or  90;  in  the  florin  it  fell  to  76, 
and  rofe  in  the  afternoon  only  to  80  ;  in  the  laft  fort¬ 
night,  7  2  was  the  common  height  in  the  morning  ;  the 
variation  in  the  fame  day  8. 

(i>)  The  thermometer  now  ufed  was  a  fmall  portable  one. 

OCT  0- 
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OCTOBER . 

Mornings  ferene,  and  flying  clouds  in  the  afternoon, 
made  up  the  weather  in  the  firft  week  ;  from  the  9th 
to  the  14th,  much  cloudy  weather  ;  the  15th,  rainy  ; 
the  other  part  of  the  month  fair,  the  mornings  fome- 
times  ferene,  fometimes  cloudy  ;  but  through  the  day 
there  were  generally  white  clouds,  except  the  24th, 
25  th,  26th,  and  29th,  which  were  quite  ferene. 

The  wind  little,  and  variable ;  fometimes  it  blew 
frefli  in  the  night  at  weft. 

Rainy  Days . 

10th /;  evening  and  night,  1 5th '  A.  M.  P.  M.  and 
evening. 

Created  height  of  the  thermometer  81  on  the  id,  at  4  P.M. 

Lead  height  -  -  56  on  the  25th,  at  7  A.  M. 

Greated  height  of  the  barometer  29  o  J  on  the  25th. 

Lead  height  -  -  287  on  the  16th. 

The  variation  of  the  mercury,  in  the  thermometer 
was  in  the  fame  day  generally  8  or  g,  fometimes  5, 
the  morning-ftation  being  68  or  70  ;  from  the  15th 
it  continued  gradually  finking  to  59  ;  and  the  varia¬ 
tion  in  the  fame  day  was  5  or  6, 


Bb  2 
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The  two  firft  days,  cloudy  ;  the  evening  of  the  2d 
threatened  rain  ;  from  that  to  the  20th,  ferene  and 
pleafant ;  from  the  23d  to  the  27th,  gloomy  weather; 
the  latter  days  of  the  month,  ferene  through  the  day, 
but  cloudy  both  in  the  morning  and  evening. 

The  wind  little,  and  variable,  at  eaft,  north-eaft. 


fouth-eaft,  &c. 

Rainy  Days. 

23d  AM. "  in  the  night,  25th'"  in  the  night,  26th' 


morning. 

Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  7 1 
Leaft  height  -  *  43’ 


on  the  4th,  at  3  P.  M. 
on  the  29th,  at  8  A.  M* 


Created  height  of  the  barometer 
Leaft  height 


29  on  the  19th. 

28  7  on  the  26th  and  27th. 


The  mercury  in  the  thermometer,  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  firft  fortnight,  defcended  from  58  to  52,  the  va¬ 
riation  in  the  afternoon  being  generally  9  or  10 ;  in  the 
laft  fortnight  it  gradually  fell  from  52  to  44 ;  the  va¬ 
riation  in  that  time  was  feldom  more  than  6. 


D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R. 

The  firft  fortnight,  except  two  or  three  clear  days, 

was  for  the  moft  part  dark  and  cloudy  ;  the  1 7th  was 

ferene,  but  from  that  to  the  27th  foggy  ;  the  morn- 
*  • 
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ing  of  the  28th  clear,  at  noon  cloudy,  and  rained  vio¬ 
lently  in  the  evening ;  the  two  laft  days  of  the  year 
were  ferene  and  pleafant,  and  through  the  whole 
month  the  weather  was  unufually  mild. 


Frequent  calms,  little  winds,  at  eaft  or  north-eaft  ; 
on  the  5th  it  blew  frefh  at  weft,  with  a  fhower  of 

hail. 

Rainy  Days. 

2d  '  P.  M.  3d in  the  day,  4th in  the  day,  5th ' 
P  M.  nth'  in  the  night,  12th  A.  M.  13th  * 
14th  ",  23d  '  night,  2  Sth  '  A.  M.  28th  afternoon 

and  evening. 


Greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  51 
Leaft  height  -  -  43 


on  the  17th  and  20th,  at  3  P.M. 
on  the  23d  and  24th,  at  8  A.‘M. 


Greateft  height  of  the  barometer  29  o  i  on  the  20th. 
Leaft  height  -  -  5  on  the  4th‘ 


The  height  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
throughout  the  month  was  44  or  45  at  eight  in  the 
morning ;  the  variation  in  rainy  weather  nothing,  and 

at  other  times  2  or  i. 


\ 
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Of  the  Epidemical  Difeafes ,  /raw  beginning  0/174.2 
to  the  end  of  1747.  °f  the  Years  l7S2  and 
1 753* 

>•  « 

D.  MDCCXLII. 

,  t  *  *  ►  *  v  .  ‘  J  ■*  +  “  * 

*'  i  ♦'  *  '  '  '  i  i "  *  .r  .  1 

THIS  year  was  very  healthy,  till  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  March ;  when  an  acute  fever,  attended 
with  a  pain  in  the  right  hypochonder,  became  very 
frequent,  both  among  adults  and  children,  though  few 
of  thofe  were  feized  with  it  who  were  under  ten  years 
old.  Copious  bleeding,  emollient  glyfters,  cooling 
purges,  with  antipholgiftic  medicines  internally,  and 
emollient  fomentations  to  the  part  affected,  generally 
relieved  the  fymptoms,  and  brought  the  fever  to  a  fa¬ 
vourable  crifis  on  the  feventh  or  ninth  day  in  adults 
by  a  plentiful  fweat,  and  in  children  moll  commonly 
by  a  diarrhoea.  • 

In  fome  thefe  evacuations  only  carried  off  the  pain, 
and  brought  the  fever  to  a  regular  intermiffion  ;  when  it 
was  foon  and  fafely  cured  by  the  cortex  ;  though,  if 
any  errors  were  committed  in  the  ufe  of  the  non-natu¬ 
rals,  the  patients  were  very  fubjedt  to  relapfes. 


But 
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But  when'  evacuations  were  not  ufed  in  due  time, 
the  difeafe  often  proved  fatal,  or  at  belt  the  fever  was 
protraded  to  thirty,  and  even  forty  days,  and  fome  few 
of  the  lick  died  hedic. 


Though  the  above  mentioned  fever  did  not  quite 
difappear  till  the  autumn  ;  yet,  after  the  beginning  of 
June ,  it  affeded  fo  few,  that  it  could  fcarcely  be  called 

epidemical. 

Inflammatory  quinfies  were  alfo  frequent  at  this 
time ;  but  they  were  not  violent,  and  quickly  yielded 
to  the  common  methods. 

Through  the  winter  the  plague  had  been  frequent  in 
Antab,  Kilis,  Azafi ,  and  moft  of  the  villages  among 
the  Pierian  mountains ;  to  which  places,  according  to 
the  beft  information  we  could  get,  it  had  been  brought 
from  Bias  {a),  where  it  had  raged  the  fummer  before. 

The  Chinganas ,  who  came  as  ufual  from  thefe  parts, 
about  the  middle  of  April ,  to  be  hired  for  reaping  corn, 
brought  it  with  them  to  Aleppo.  To  thefe,  and  a 
few  others  in  the  out-parts  of  the  town,  it  was  confined 
for  fome  time ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  1 8th  of  May, 
that  we  had  any  notice  of  it,  when,  upon  Arid  en- 


comm”  rc=  With  the  Curds,  who  dwell  on  thefe  mountains. 


quiry. 
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quiry,  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  fome  feized  with 
the  diftemper  in  the  city.  In  a  few  days,  it  encreafed 
pretty  much  among  the  Jews  (who  fuffered  greatly  in 
proportion  to  their  fmall  number  this  feafon)  and  came 
to  be  more  general  through  the  city  and  fuburbs,  where 
it  continued,  though  in  a  limited  degree,  till  the  begin- 
ning  of  July ,  when  the  extream  heat  of  the  weather 
put  a  confiderable  check  to  it :  fome,  however,  were 
daily  carried  off  by  the  difeafe  till  near  the  end  of  this 
month,  when  it  entirely  ceafed.  The  Europeans  ftiut 
up  (b)  this  year  the  beginning  of  Ju?ie^  and  continued 
fo  about  a  month. 

About  the  middle  of  July ,  diarrhoeas  and  dyfente- 
ries  became  very  frequent.  The  difcharges  at  firft  were 
bilious,  and  the  gripes  violent.  A  very  high  fever  was 
a  conftant  attendant  often  with  petechias,  and  other 
malignant  fymptoms :  plentiful  bleeding  was  always 
neceffary  at  the  beginning ;  after  which  an  ipecacuan 
vomit,  with  a  few  dofes  of  rhubarb  (found  moft  effec¬ 
tual  when  a  few  grains  of  calomel  were  added]  prepared 
the  way  for  anodynes  and  gentle  aftringents :  thefe, 
with  foft  mucilaginous  aliment,  in  moft  inftances, 
compleated  the  cure ;  but  in  feveral,  from  a  promiftng 
appearance,  it  proved  fuddenly  mortal :  this  was  like- 
wife  the  cafe  with  fome  in  intermitting  fevers  that  were 

(A)  See  the  method  in  the  chapter  on  the  plague. 


now 
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now  epidemic,  and  continued  with  the  dyfentery  all 
the  autumn.  This  unexpected  fatality  happened  at 
times,  to  fuch  as  were  not  Unit  up,  in  all  acute  difeafes 
during  the  time  of  the  plague  ;  but  buboes,  or  other 
fignsof  that  diftemper,  were  feen  but  feldom  fcj. 


About  the  beginning  of  September ,  the  fmall-pox 
made  their  appearance,  efpecially  amongft  children; 
but  being  of  a  mild  diftinCt  kind,  very  little  afliftance 
was  required  from  medicine.  In  OSlober  this  difeafe 
became  more  frequent ;  and  much  the  greater  part  that 
were  feized,  had  the  confluent  fort,  attended  with  has- 
morrhages,  petechias,  phly&anas,  and  other  the  worft  of 
fymptoms.  Convulflons  (always  violent)  on  their  firft 
feizure,  indicated  that  the  pock  would  flux,  and  prove 
fatal.  In  this  confluent  kind  the  eruptions  were  often 

difeovered  on  the  extremities  as  foon  as  the  child  was  ob- 

. 

ferved  to  be  out  of  order,  and  never  were  later  in  appear¬ 
ing  than  the  end  of  the  fecond  day.  Thefe  patients  gene¬ 
rally  died  on  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh,  reckoning 
from  the  firft  attack,  when  the  diftemper  was  left  to  na¬ 
ture,  as  is  commonly  the  cafe  in  this  country ;  or,  if 
they  furvived,  yet  many  of  them  were  afterwards  har- 
rafled  with  corrofive  ulcers,  carious  bones,  hard  tumors 


(f)  From  what  I  have  fince  feen  of  the  manners  of  the  people,  I  have  reafon 
to  believe  that  thofe  fymptoms  were  often  concealed.  - 

■  /. ;  ,  vio* . .  '  r.: .  :  l  '  ;  .  ...  ...  .•  i  4  \ 


Cc 


on 
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on  the  glandular  parts,  difficult  either  to  difcufs  or 
bring  to  fuppuration,  coughs,  and  fluxes ;  which  laft 
foon  put  an  end  to  their  miferies.  By  degrees  this  great 
malignancy  feemed  to  wear  off ;  fo  that  by  December 

the  difeafe  became  mild  and  favourable,  and  moft  of 

/ 

the  fick  recovered. 

The  Jews  were  the  moft  feverely  affli&ed  by  this 
fort  of  fmall-pox. 

Bleeding,  bathing  the  extremities  ill  warm  water, 
with  a  plentiful  ufe  of  diluting,  antiphlogiftie  medi¬ 
cines,  if  ufed  at  the  beginning,  often  prevented  fatal 
confequences.  Purging  in  the  fecondary  fever,  or  af¬ 
ter  the  decline  of  the  difeafe,  is  never  pra&ifed  here  by 
the  natives ;  from  the  neglect  of  which,  perhaps,  the 
dreadful  fymptoms  above  enumerated  were  more  fre¬ 
quent  ;  though  they  often  happened  when  all  poffible 
means  had  been  ufed  to  prevent  them. 

Inoculation  is  only  pra&ifed  here  among  the  Chri- 
ftians,  and  is  not  yet  general  even  among  them.  How¬ 
ever,  it  appears  to  gain  ground  daily,  though  their  in¬ 
judicious  method  of  proceeding  in  it  feems  to  lay  this 
pra&ice  under  fever  al  difad  vantages.  They  do  not  ei¬ 
ther  prepare  the  body  beforehand,  or  confider  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  the  child  to  be  inoculated,  or  the  nature  of  the 
pock,  or  other  difeafes  of  the  party  from  whom  they 

9  receive 
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receive  infection,  but  carry  the  child  to  be  inoculated 
into  the  chamber  of  the  lick  ;  where  an  old  woman 
opening  one  of  the  putties  with  a  needle,  takes  a  little 
of  the  matter  upon  its  point  ;  with  this  needle  (he 
pricks  many  times  the  flefhy  part  of  the  child’s  hand, 
between  the  firft  joint  of  the  thumb  and  the  fame  joint 
of  the  fore-finger,  taking  up  a  little  more  matter 
upon  the  point  of  the  needle  after  every  two  or  three 
pun&ures ;  then  putting  a  bit  of  cotton  on  the  part, 
it  is  tied  up,  and  the  operation  finifhed. 

About  the  middle  of  November  the  plague  began  to 
fhew  itfelf  again  in  the  fuburbs  called  Bankufa  (d),  and 
that  neighbourhood ;  and  before  Chrijlmas  it  was  found 
to  be  in  fome  parts  of  the  city,  though  it  made  little 
or  no  progrefs. 

A  few  pleurifies  and  rheumatifms  began  to  make 
their  appearance  in  December . 

A.  D.  MDCCXLIIL 

In  fanuaiy^  the  fmall-pox,  which  were  now  for  the 
moft  part  diftindt,  abated  confiderably,  and  by  the  end 
of  February  they  quite  difappeared. 

(d)  A  high  part  of  the  fuburbs  to  the  north-eaft. 


C  c  2 


The 
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The  pleurifies  and  rheumatifms  grew  more  common 
in  January ,  and  continued  through  the  greateft  part  of 
February*  They  were  commonly  accompanied  with 
headach,  thirft,  and  other  febrile  fymptoms.  The 
pulfe  was  low,  quick,  and  hard  ;  the  urine  not  fo 
high-coloured  as  ufual  in  thofe  inflammatory  fevers, 
but  without  fediment.  The  blood  was  fizey.  The 
pains  of  the  rheumatics  were  not  generally  very  acute, 
though  fixed,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  knees,  which 
foon  fwelled  confiderably,  and  were  often  fubjedt  to  great 
weaknefs  long  after  the  pain  and  fever  were  removed. 

In  both  difeafes  the  method  of  cure  was  the  fame. 
They  could  not  for  the  moft  part  bear  fuch  large  and 
repeated  bleeding  as  is  ufual  in  thofe  inflammatory 
cafes  at  other  times ;  but,  by  moderate  bleeding,  twice, 
or  at  moft  thrice,  cooling  purges,  emollient  fomenta¬ 
tions  to  the  parts  in  pain,  a  plentiful  ufe  of  antiphlo- 
giftic  and  faponaceous  diluters,  with  volatiles  added  to¬ 
wards  the  decline  of  the  difeafe,  they  fpeedily  re¬ 
covered. 

During  the  winter,  a  continual  fever,  much  like  that 
of  the  preceding  fpring,  affedted  feveral ;  but  the  pain 
in  the  right  hypochonder  did  not  fo  commonly  at¬ 
tend  it* 

During 
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During  the  courfe  of  the  fpring,  intermittents  were 
common  >  but  they  held  nothing  in  them  particular. 

The  plague  which  had  continued  in  the  fuburbs 
during  all  the  month  of  "January ,  though  hitherto  it 
had  made  but  little  progrefs,  now  began  to  fpread 
among  the  Jews  in  the  city,  and  feized  many  of  the 
Chriftians  in  the  month  of  February  ;  though,  as  it  was 
then  diminilhed  at  Bankufa ,  it  might  more  properly 
be  faid  to  have  changed  its  quarters,  than  to  have  aug¬ 
mented  its  forces. 

About  the  beginning  of  March ,  fome  Jews  and 
Turks,  who  were  known  to  the  Europeans ,  dying  fud- 
denlyi  they  began  to  be  alarmed.  However,  whether 
from  a  ceffation  of  the  diftemper,  or  from  great  m- 
duftry  ufed  in  concealing  it,  together  with  the  natural 
credulity  of  mankind  in  what  they  with  to  be  true, 
cannot  eafily  be  determined ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  we 
then  heard  no  more  of  it,  and  moll  people  flattered  them- 
felves  with  hopes  that  it  was  entirely  ceafed  :  but,  on 
the  20  th  of  March ,  we  were  credibly  informed,  that 
two  Jews  were  dead  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  that  feve- 
ral  other  perfons  of  different  feds  were  dead  or  in- 
feded,  which  raifed  a  frefli  alarm  amongft  us  y  and, 
in  truth,  theincreafe  became  foon  too  vifible,  particularly 
among  the  Armenians ,  who  buffered  in  a  very  extraor- 
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dinary  manner  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the 
diftemper. 

Hitherto  the  greateft  part  of  the  infe&ed  were  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  and  moftly  in  the  fuburbs ;  '  but, 
about  the  beginning  of  Aprils  there  was  a  manifeft  en- 
creafe  of  the  burials  in  the  city,  and  feveral  were  feized 
in  the  Khanes ,  where  the  Europeans  live,  fo  that  molt 
of  them  ftmt  up  the  nth  of  that  month. 

It  continued  encrealing  gradually  in  all  parts,  and 
among  all  forts  of  people  during  the  month  of  Aprils 
but  continued  its  ravages  in  May  with  much  more  vio¬ 
lence,  and  arrived  at  its  greateft  height,  according  to 
the  reports  we  received,  about  the  laft  of  that  month, 
when  the  number  of  burials  was  every  day  apparently 
great.  But  as  we  had  no  account  that  could  be  de¬ 
pended  upon,  it  is  not  poflible  to  afcertain  the  precife 
number.  Our  lift  of  the  Chriftians  was  however  tole¬ 
rably  exacft ;  and,  notwithftanding  many  of  them  were 
gone  out  of  the  city,  and  the  reft  who  could  afford  it 
were  fhut  up,  though  not  in  the  moft  regular  way, 
their  burials  amounted  from  20  to  30,  and  fometimes 
34  a-day.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  number  of 
Turks  muft  have  been  very  conftderable ;  though,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  informations  of  thofe  who  remember 
former  plagues  in  this  place,  the  mortality  attending 
this  was  but  very  moderate. 


About 
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About  the  beginning  of  June  the  diftemper  de- 
creafed  pretty  much  amongft  the  ‘Turks ,  according  to 
the  accounts  brought  to  us,  though  the  number  of 
Chriftian  burials  (of  which  we  were  informed  with 
more  certainty)  diminiftied  but  little^  From  the  1 3th 
to  the  17th,  it  again  encreafed,  particularly  among 
the  Turks,  though  not  to  the  height  it  was  at  about  the 
end  of  May .  On  the  1 8  th  it  began  again  to  decline, 
and  continued  decreafing  with  a  furprifmg  rapidity, 
fome  fmall  interruptions  excepted,  till  the  end  of  the 
month,  by  which  time  the  burials  were  reduced  to  a 
very  few.  However,  they  kept  at  that  ftand  the  greateft 
part  of  July ;  nor  could  the  city  be  faid  to  be  quite 
exempt  from  the  infection  till  about  the  middle  of  Au— 
gujl,  though  it  was  fo  much  abated  that  moft  of  the 
Europeans  got  abroad  about  the  1 8  th  of  July . 

About  the  beginning  of  Augujl ,  intermittent  fevers 
became  frequent,  and  were  at  their  height  in  Septem¬ 
ber  ;  after  which  they  abated,  but  did  not  entirely 
ceafe  till  the  clofe  of  the  year. 

For  a  few  days  after  their  commencement,  they  often 
refembled  continual  fevers,  with  violent  and  irregular 
fymptoms,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  plague  ;  but,  af¬ 
ter  bleeding  and  vomiting,  or,  what  was  moft  com¬ 
monly  pra&ifed,  purging,  with  a  plentiful  ufe  of  ni- 
J  trous 
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troiis  medicines,  they  formed  into  tertians,  double 
tertians,  or  quotidians,  and  were  fpeedily  and  fafely 
cured  by  the  ufe  of  the  bark.  It  was  remarkable  in 
thofe  fevers,  that  they  affedted  many  more  of  the  Eu - 
ropeans  than  epidemics  in  this  country  commonly  do. 

%  ;  "  r  fi'^  r\  ;  r* 

Diarrhoeas  were  alfo  frequent  throughout  the  au¬ 
tumn,  and  till  the  end  of  December ,  but  without  any 
thing  particular  in  their  fymptoms. 

From  the  middle  of  November  till  the  end  of  the 
year,  we  now  and  then  heard  of  a  perfon  dying  of  the 
plague ;  but  thefe  inftances  were  very  rare,  hardly 
more  than  two  of  whom  we  could  be  certain  that  they 
had  the  diftemper. 

A.  D.  M  D  C  C  X  L  I  V. 

A  few  pleurifies  and  peripneumonies  occurred  du¬ 
ring  the  months  of  Jaiiuary  and  February  ;  but  thefe 
were  not  either  frequent  or  violent,  yielding,  and  that 
very  quickly,  to  the  common  methods. 

About  the  middle  of  February  the  chincough  broke 
out  among  the  children.  It  was  often  attended  with  a 
fmart  fever,  and  pain  in  the  hde.  Copious  bleeding 
was  neceffary,  cooling  purges,  with  pe&oral  and  anti- 
phlogiftic  medicines,  and,  towards  the  decline  of  the 

fever, 
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fever,  blifters,  which  were  moft  effectual  when  applied 
to  the  part  affedted  :  but  it  was  not  often  that  the  pa¬ 
rents  would  confent  to  this  application,  having  in  ge¬ 
neral  a  great  averflon  to  bliftering  on  any  account, 
Notwithftanding  this  treatment,  the  fever,  and  often 
the  pain,  remained  fourteen  days,  and  the  cough  for 
two  or  three  weeks  after ;  but  the  force  of  it  was  much 
diminifhed,  and  the  intervals  between  the  fits  long. 
This  difeafe  ceafed  by  the  end  of  March . 

At  this  time  alfo  an  inflammatory  fever,  without  af¬ 
fecting  any  particular  part,  was  frequent  amongft  chil¬ 
dren  ;  which  bleeding,  purging,  and  nitrous  medi¬ 
cines,  with  the  teftacea,  commonly  carried  off  in  a 

few  days. 

For  want  of  bleeding,  the  above  mentioned  difeafes 
proved  fatal  to  many,  this  operation  being  fcarce  ever 
performed  upon  children  by  the  phyficians  of  this 
country.  They  content  themfelves  with  making  a  few 
flight  •fcarifications  on  the  top  of  the  ears,  or  on  the 
calves  of  the  legs ;  from  whence  they  feldom  procure 
more  than  a  few  drops  of  blood. 

The  plague,  which  began  to  appear  in  November , 
made  very  little  progrefs  during  the  months  of  'January 
and  February .  In  March  it  became  a  little  more  ap¬ 
parent,  and  proceeded  exactly  in  the  fame  courfe  as  the 

d  d  y€ar 
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year  before,  ceaflng  entirely  about  the  middle  of  Au - 
gift.  The  number  of  the  infected  were  but  few  ;  fo 
that  the  Englifh  nation  did  not  fhut  up  at  all,  and  fome 
of  the  French  only  towards  the  middle  of  May , 

In  the  preceding  years,  I  preferibed  for  the  tick 
chiefly  from  the  accounts  I  had  from  a  perfon  I  em¬ 
ployed  to  viflt  them  ;  for  though,  notwithftanding  all 
my  precautions,  I  was  often  deceived  by  falfe  repre- 
fentations,  and  employed  to  viflt  fome  of  the  infedted 
before  we  fhut  up,  yet  I  avoided  it  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power  ;  but  this  year,  the  fears  of  infection  being 
(like  that  of  all  other  dangers  to  which  one  has  been 
long  expofed)  much  wore  off,  I  attended  the  fick  of  the 
plague  in  common  with  thofe  under  other  difeafes. 

Intermittents  made  their  appearance  about  the  middle 
of  March ,  and  continued  till  the  beginning  of  May, 
Thofe  who  had  laboured  under  this  difeafe  in  the  au¬ 
tumn,  were  now  the  moft  fubjedt  to  it. 

As  the  greateft  part  were  regular,  formed  tertians,  a 
vomit  or  purge,  with  the  ufe  of  the  cortex,  was  all 
that  was  neceflary  to  cure  them  ;  and  the  fame  medi¬ 
cine,  with  the  warm  bitters,  and  elixir  of  vitriol,  were 
continued  for  fome  time  after,  to  prevent  a  relapfe. 

In  June ,  July ,  Augujt ,  and  part  of  September,  a 
malignant  fever  was  common,  attended  with  much  the 

fame 
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fame  fymptoms  as  the  plague,  excepting  buboes  and 
carbuncles.  The  vomiting,  with  which  it  began, 
lafted  for  feveral  days,  and  the  fever  continued  at  leaft 
till  the  fourteenth,  but  often  longer ;  fome  few  after 
the  fourteenth  had  regular  intermiffions. 

The  method  of  cure  was  much  the  fame  as  that  of 
the  plague,  only  that  they  bore  a  fecond  bleeding,  and 
nitrous  medicines,  better  than  I  ufually  found  they  did 
in  that  diftemper.  When  the  fever  intermitted,  the 
bark  was  given  with  fuccefs. 

From  June  till  December ,  intermittent  fevers  of  va¬ 
rious  forms  were  very  frequent.  They  did  not  put  on 
the  appearance  of  continual  fevers  in  the  beginning,  like 
thofe  of  the  laft  year  ;  but,  if  they  were  not  timely 
flopped  by  the  bark  after  the  fourth  paroxyfm,  (viz. 
the  feventh  day)  there  was  no  remiflion  but  the  lever 
became  continual,  remaining  at  leaft  till  the  fourteenth 
day,  but  more  frequently  till  the  twenty-firft,  if  it  did 
not  prove  fatal  before,  which  was  often  the  cafe  while 
the  warm  weather  continued. 

A  few  diarrhoeas  occurred  between  the  end  of  Au- 
gujl  and  the  beginning  of  January.  In  November  and 
December  fome  pleurilies  and  quinfies  appeared  ;  but 
neither  of  thefe  difeafes  had  any  thing  in  them  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thofe  of  other  feafons. 

D  d  2 
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A.  D .  MDCCXLV. 

We  had  no  difeafe  that  could  be  called  epidemic, 
excepting  the  fpring-intermittents,  which  began  early, 
(January)^  and  continued  till  the  beginning  of  May. 
They  indeed  were  more  frequent  than  ufual. 

The  lummer-fevers  among  the  young  children  be¬ 
gun  in  June ,  and  were  generally  accompanied  with  a 
diarrhoea,  but  had  nothing  unufual. 

Intermittents  alfo  made  their  appearance  this  year  in 
June ,  and  were  numerous  till  December ;  but  though 
they  were  very  liable  to  return,  they  were  not  of  a 
bad  kind. 

A  few  dyfenteries  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  au¬ 
tumn,  but  fcarce  fo  many  as  to  entitle  the,  difeafe  epi¬ 
demic. 

In  September ,  the  fmall-pox  appeared  among  the  chil¬ 
dren.  The  few  that  were  firft  feized  had  a  mild,  dif- 
tin&  pock  ;  but  by  the  middle  of  0 Bober  they  became 
very  common,  and  the  generality  of  the  lick  had  a  bad 
confluent  kind,  which  proved  fatal  to  many  on  the 
eleventh  day  from  their  feizure ;  but  of  fuch  as  were 
treated  after  Sydenham  §  method,  very  few  died.  The 
moft  part  of  thofe  that  recovered  had  inflammatory  tu¬ 
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mors  on  the  elbows,  which  always  fuppurated,  and  pro¬ 
ved  tedious  in  their  cure ;  but,  if  timely  opened,  the 
bone  was  feldom  affe&ed. 

A.  D.  M  D  C  C  X  L  V  I. 

The  fmall-pox,  which  had  raged  violently  in  No¬ 
vember  and  Dece?nber ,  became  milder  in  "January ,  as 
alfo  lefs  frequent,  and  by  the  beginning  of  February 
entirely  difappeared. 

In  January  and  February  feveral  had  inflammatory 
fevers,  which  were  commonly  cured  in  a  few  days  by 
bleeding,  cooling  purges,  and  a  plentiful  ufe  of  ni¬ 
trous  medicines. 

In  June ,  a  putrid  fever,  with  petechias,  began,  and 
continued  during  the  months  of  July  and  Augufi  ;  but 
the  number  of  the  Tick  was  but  fmall.  It  however  fel¬ 
dom  proved  fatal,  but  commonly  terminated  happily  by 
a  critical  fweat  on  the  eleventh  day,  or  at  the  fur  theft 
on  the  fourteenth. 

1  V;  \ 

This  autumn  was  moft  remarkably  free  from  inter- 
mittents ;  none  were  feen  before  September ,  and  they 
totally  difappeared  by  November .  The  remainder  oi 
the  year  was  very  healthy. 
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A.  D .  MDCCXLVII. 

As  the  lafl  year  ended,  fo  this  begun,  free  from  any 
difeafe  that  had  the  appearance  of  an  epidemic.  A  few 
diarrhoeas  occurred  during  Ja?^uary  and  February ;  in 
April  peripneumonies  affedted  feveral,  and  now  and 
then  through  all  thefe  months  intermittents  appeared  : 
but  none  of  thefe  difeafes  were  either  frequent  or  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  fo  that  this  feafon  might  be  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  healthy. 

In  May  a  putrid  fever  broke  out,  and  was  very  fre¬ 
quent  through  the  whole  of  the  fummer,  and  to  the 
end  of  OElober ;  after  which,  though  it  became  lefs 
common,  yet  it  now  and  then  fhewed  itfelf  till  the  end 
of  January  1748. 

This  fever  began  with  a  fhivering  and  vomiting, 
which  were  foon  fucceeded  by  violent  headachs,  pains 
over  the  whole  body,  and  an  evident  lofs  of  ftrength, 
though  the  pulfe  was  full  and  hard  for  the  firft  four 
days.  The  tongue  was  firft  white,  then  became  browm, 
hard,  and  dry.  Moft  of  the  fick  became  delirious  on 
the  fifth  day,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe  coma- 
tofe.  The  heat  was  violent,  both  internally  and  ex¬ 
ternally,  with  regular  exacerbations  in  the  evenings, 
preceded  by  flufhings  in  the  cheeks.  Purple  fpots, 

about 
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about  the  fize  of  a  flea-bite,  generally  broke  out  over 
the  whole  body  about  the  fifth  day,  and  the  fever  moft 
commonly  ended  by  a  plentiful  fweat,  either  on  the 
feventh  or  by  the  ninth ;  fometimes  indeed  it  continued 
to  the  eleventh.  At  its  firft  appearance,  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  was  ufually  critical.  Signs  from  the  urine 
were  very  fallacious.  However,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  the  fick,  and  violence  of  the  fymptoms, 
this  fever  was  not  very  mortal. 

The  method  found  moft  effectual  in  treating  the  fick, 
was  to  bleed  plentifully  on  the  firft  days  of  the  difeafe  ; 
once  to  difcharge  the  contents  of  the  primse  viae,  with 
a  gentle  laxative,  which  was  the  more  neceffary,  as 
the  generality  of  the  fick  voided  quantities  of  worms ;  to 
give  nitrous  medicines  in  fmall  dofes  often  repeated, 
with  the  plentiful  ufe  of  the  fpir.  vitriol ?,  and  cooling 
glyfters  pro  re  nata .  Towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe, 
warmer  medicines  were  added  as  the  ftate  of  the  puhe 
feemed  to  indicate  ;  and  blifters,  when  the  fick  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  admit  them,  were  of  great  fer- 
vice. 

In  September  and  OElober  feveral  were  feized  with  a 
fever  that  feemed  different  from  that  before  defcribed, 
and  which  indeed  proved  fatal  to  moie  than  one  half 
of  thofe  who  were  afflidted  with  it. 


The 
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The  firft  attack  of  this  fever  was  by  a  flight  fhiver- 
ing  and  naufea,  fometimes  a  vomiting.  Thefe  were 
not  fucceeded  by  any  violent  heat,  but  by  an  excef- 
five  languor,  and  moft  exquilite  pains  over  the  whole 
body.  The  head  either  did  not  ache  at  all,  or  but  very 
little.  Several  times  in  a  day,  however,  they  com¬ 
plained  of  a  lancinating  pain,  which,  as  they  exprefled 
it,  run  through  their  head ;  and  as  it  came  fuddenly,  it 
as  fuddenly  went  orf  again  ;  and,  though  they  had  no 
great  pain,  they  complained  of  a  giddinefs,  and  con- 
ftant  noife  in  their  ears,  like  the  rufhing  of  water.  From 
the  very  beginning  they  laboured  under  great  dejedtion 
of  fpirits ;  and  their  eyes  appeared  muddy,  with  a 
particular  ghaftly  look,  much  like  to  that  of  a  perfon  in 
the  plague.  The  tongue  was  moift ;  and,  like  one  in 
health,  for  feveral  hours  they  feemed  to  be  without 
third,  or  other  uneaflnefs,  and  then  would  fuddenly 
complain  of  a  violent  internal  heat,  and  drink  great 
quantities  of  liquor  greedily,  though  neither  their  pulfe 
nor  tongue  were  altered,  nor  any  external  heat  to  be 
obferved. 

The  urine  was  of  a  ftraw-colour,  without  cloud  or 
fediment,  till  the  lixth  day,  when  there  appeared  in  it 
a  fmall  cloud  fufpended  about  half-way  ;  and  this  ap¬ 
pearance  it  had  in  thofe  who  died,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
who  recovered.  They  flept  very  little,  or  not  at  all,  du- 
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ring  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  pulfe  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  was  but  very  little  quicker 
than  natural ;  about  the  fifth  day  it  funk,  and  about 
twelve  hours  before  death  was  not  to  be  felt.  The 
fick  were  fcarcely  ever  delirious,  and  never  comatofe, 
continuing  entirely  fenfible  till  they  expired,  which 
was  commonly  on  the  feventh  day  of  the  difeafe.  T.  hole 
who  recovered  had  a  crifis  by  a  plentiful  fweat  on  the 
ninth.  None  of  the  fick  had  any  petechias. 

The  blood  that  was  drawn  on  the  firft  day  was  like 
that  of  a  perfon  in  health ;  but,  after  the  third  day,  it 
was  of  the  colour  of  coffee-grounds,  appearing  quite 
thin  as  it  run  out  of  the  vein,  and,  when  cold,  was 
bluifh  on  the  top,  and  but  very  loofely  coagulated. 

This  fever  did  not  appear  any  way  infectious ;  for  I 
obferved  no  inftancc  wherein  two  perfons  had  it  in  the 
fame  family,  nor  where  any  of  the  ficK.  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  caught  it  from  another  affected  with  the 
difeafe  :  and  indeed  the  whole  number  of  the  fick  that 
came  within  my  knowledge  did  not  amount  to  aoow 
thirty,  twelve  of  whom  were  my  own  patients,  and 
out  of  thefe  I  loft  four.  The  others  feerned  to  owe  their 
recovery  to  a  pretty  large  bleeding,  and  an  ipecacuan 
vomit  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  fmall  and  repeated 
dofes  of  pulv .  contrayervce  comp .  with  a  few  grains  of 

nitr.  fiibiat.  gentle  anodynes,  with  modeiate  acidulated 
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cordials  pro  re  nata>  and  an  emollient  refrigerating; 
glyfter  every  evening.  Towards  the  fifth  day,  a  warmer 
regimen  was  neceflary,  with  blifters  applied  to  the  back* 
legs,  and  arms,  according  as  the  finking  of  the  pulfe 
feemed  to  require. 

Plenty  of  barley-water,  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  vi¬ 
triol,  was  allowed  for  the  patient’s  drink  \  and  panada,, 
rice-gruel,  and  roafied  apples,  for  food ;  though,  to> 
fuch  as  would  not  be  contented  with  this  diet  without 
the  addition  of  butter,  which  is  the  method  of  this 
country,  I  chofe  rather  to  allow  weak  chicken-broth* 
with  crum  of  bread*  or  a  little  rice,  boiled  in  it. 

The  autumnal  intermittents  were  this  year  but  few; 
nor  did  any  other  difeafes  befides  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned  appear  fo  frequently  as  to  claim  the  title  of  epi¬ 
demics. 

From  the  year  1748  to  1751,  I  was  prevented  from 
taking  notes  in  the  manner  that  was  neceflary  to  fur- 
nifh  an  account  of  the  epidemics  of  thofe  years,  by  a 
conftant  engagement  in  the  duties  of  my  profeflion,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  almoft  daily  attendance  on  the  Bafhaw ; 
which  however  furnifhed  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  more  of  die  manners  of  the  people  than  I 
fbould  otherwife  have  done,  and  was  fully  recompenfed 
by  the  large  prefents,  and  other  public  marks  of  his  fa¬ 
vour,  which  he  was  pleafed  to  confer  on  me.  In  ge¬ 
neral* 
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neral,  however,  the  firft  three  years  Were  healthy,  if  we 
except  the  meafles  and  fmall-pox,  which  were  fome- 
times  in  this  period  very  frequent.  The  meafles  firft  made 
their  appearance  in  the  fpring  of  1 749)  and  finifhed  in 
the  fpring  of  1 7  5  o.  As  this  difeafe  had  not  vifited  Aleppo 
for  feveral  years,  it  affe&ed  numbers  of  adults,  as  well  as 
children  ;  fo  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  the 
father,  mother,  children,  and  fervants,  all  fick  of  the 
meafles  together.  No  defcription  of  the  difeafe  could 
be  more  exadl  than  that  which  Sydenham  giv£s  us  oi 
1670,  nor  any  method  of  cure  more  effectual,  none 
having  died  that  were  treated  after  his  manner,  though 
it  proved  fatal  to  many  of  thofe  who  were  treated  after 
the  manner  of  the  country  ;  which  is,  to  keep  them 
extremely  warm,  and  on  the  ninth  day  to  take  the  fick 
out  of  the  hot  room,  in  which  they  have  been  kept,  to 
the  bagnio ;  without  which  they  imagine  that  the  fick 
would  fall  into  an  incurable  diarrhoea  :  whereas  in  the 
fmall-pox,  which  one  would  imagine  is  a  difeafe  that 
fhould  require  more  wafhing,  they  don’t  allow  them 
to  go  to  the  bagnio  till  after  the  fortieth  day. 

The  fmall-pox  made  their  appearance  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft  1750,  and  were  at  firft  of  a  bad  con¬ 
fluent  kind  :  however,  they  became  more  mild  by  the 
middle  of  November ,  and  difappeared  early  in  the 

fpring. 
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The  harveft  of  the  year  1750  proved  bad  ;  fo  that 
a  want  of  corn  began  to  be  felt  early  in  the  winter,  and 
the  poor  were  much  diftrefled  for  want  of  bread.  The 
new  bajhaw  embraced  this  opportunity  to  bring  in  large 
quantities  of  wheat  from  his  own  granaries  at  Hamahr 
where  it  had  been  hoarded  up  for  feveral  years ;  by 
which  means  it  was  very  much  damaged,  and  the  bread 
made  of  it  was  extremely  black  and  mufty :  however,  it 
was  all  that  the  poor  had  to  eat  till  the  coming  in  of 
the  new  grain. 

About  the  beginning  of  June  1751,  a  molt  fatal 
dyfentery  made  its  appearance,  and  continued  till  the 
middle  of  November ;  and  poffibly  proceeded  as  much 
from  the  bad  bread,  as  the  epidemic  conftitution  of  the 
air,  though  both  caufes  perhaps  concurred  in  pro¬ 
ducing  it. 

A.  D.  M  D  C  C  L  I  I. 

The  firft  part  of  the  year  was  very  healthy ;  but,  about 
the  vernal  equinox,  a  continual  fever  began,  which  at¬ 
tacked  a  great  many  people  of  all  ranks,  and  continued 
with  violence  till  near  the  end  of  July  5  after  which 
the  number  of  the  lick  diminilhed  greatly,  and  by  the 
middle  of  September  this  fever  quite  difappeared. 

It  began  in  the  ufual  way,  by  a  flight  Ihivering,  and 
often  with  a  naufea ;  to  which  fucceeded  heat,  thirft, 
headach,  and  pain  in  the  loins.  The  head  was  much 

confufed 
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confufed  from  the  firft  feizure,  and  a  remarkable  ftu- 
pidity  appeared  in  the  patient’s  look.  The  tongue  be¬ 
came  immediately  white,  foon  after  brown,  and  often, 
towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  was  covered  with  a 
black  cruft.  The  pulfe  was  quick,  but  feldom  hard  or 
full,  and  continued  in  a  more  equal  ftate  than  I  ever 
obferved  in  any  other  fever  in  this  country,  few  or  none 
of  the  lick  having  any  remiflion  or  exacerbations,  the 
heat  and  other  fymptoms  continuing  almoft  uniformly  at 
one  regular  ftandard  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  if 
the  patient’s  ftrength  was  not  exhaufted  by  unfeafon- 
able  evacuations  and  improper  management.  On  the 
ninth  or  eleventh  day  moft  of  the  lick  had  an  haemor¬ 
rhage  from  the  nofe,  which  in  fome  feemed  to  mitigate 
the  fymptoms,  though  many  grew  worfe  upon  it ;  in 
others  it  had  no  manifeft  effed,  either  good  or  bad. 
The  crifts  was  almoft  always  by  a  plentiful  fweat ;  but 
this  happened  to  none  at  the  firft  appearance  of  this 
difeafe  before  the  fourteenth,  and  to  the  greater  part  on 
the  feventeenth. 

Towards  the  end  of  May ,  the  haemorrhage  com¬ 
monly  happened  on  the  feventh  day,  and  a  copious  dif- 
charge  by  fweat  on  the  eleventh ;  which,  though  it  very 
much  relieved,  yet  was  not  a  perfed  crifis,  the  fever 
never  quite  leaving  them  till  the  fourteenth.  Many  of 
the  fick  now  had  petechias. 
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As  the  hot  weather  advanced,  fo  likewife  thefe  dif- 
eharges  came  on  earlier  in  the  difeafe  5  fo  that  by  the 
latter  end  of  June  almoft  all  had  the  haemorrhages,  the 
fifth  or  feventh,  and  on  this  lafl  the  fweats  likewife. 
And  what  is  very  remarkable  is,  that  from  about  this 
time  till  the  epidemic  ceafed,  though  the  fick  had  been 
duly  purged  after  the  fever,  and  theutmoft  care  taken 
in  refpedb  to  the  non-naturals  ;  yet  none  of  them 
efcaped  a  relapfe,  which  feized  them  in  the  fame  way 
as  the  preceding  fever,  only  the  heat  was  much  more 
intenfe.  The  fecond  day  they  were  taken  with  violent 
pains  in  the  hypochonders,  bilious  vomitings,  and  of¬ 
ten  purging,  which  left  them  the  third  day  ;  a  fmart 
fever  remaining  till  the  fifth,  with  many  remiffions  and 
exacerbations,  when  a  critical  fweat  put  an  end  to  it ; 

I  mean  in  fuch  as  had  recovered  of  the  preceding  fever 
on  the  feventh  day ;  but  fuch  as  had  grown  better  on 
the  fourteenth,  did  not  recover  of  the  relapfe  before 
the  eleventh. 

Several  of  the  fick  had  the  fever  fo  /lightly,  that  they 
were  able  to  walk  abroad ;  but,  notwithstanding  this 
mildnefs  of  the  fymptoms,  the  difeafe  continued  the 
fame  number  of  days  as  in  the  others. 

Though  this  fever  was  not  in  its  own  nature  very 
dangerous,  yet  it  proved  fatal  to  many,  particularly  in 
months  of  ylpt  il  and  M.ay ,  when  the  number  of 

the 
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the  lick  was  veiy  great,  and  the  fever  was  of  long 
continuance.  The  increafe  of  its  mortality  was  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  bleeding  and  purging,  which  were  of¬ 
ten  ufed  by  the  natives  towards  the  eleventh  day  of  the 
difeafe,  and  to  which  they  were  prompted  by  the  fpon- 
taneous  haemorrhages,  and  an  impatience  under  the 
long  duration  of  the  fever ;  but  it  feldom  happened 
that  any  evacuations  were  ufed  after  the  eighth  day,, 
without  manifeft  detriment  to  the  lick,  either  by  re¬ 
tarding  their  recovery,  or  linking  them  irretrievably. 

Of  feveral  hundreds  that  were  treated  after  the  fol- 

t  *. 

lowing  method,  only  two  died.  As  foon  as  the  per- 
fon  was  taken  ill,  he  was  blooded  pretty  largely  5  next 
day  he  took  a  laxative  potion  of  inf  if  fenncz  liman,  and 
manna,  and  in  the  evening  of  that  day  a  gentle  anodyne. 
If  he  was  ftrong  and  plethoric,  the  bleeding  was  re- 
peated  the  third  day ;  but,  after  this,  blood  was  feldom* 
if  ever,  taken.  Nitrous  medicines,,  with  a  fmall  pro¬ 
portion  of  pulv.  contrayerv .  compoft .  were  given  every 
fix  hours,  and  the  laft  encreafed  or  diminilhed  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  pulfe  feemed  to  require  ;  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,  or  when  the  pulfe  was  low* 
the  pulv.  contrayerv .  comp .  Phar.  Edin.  was  fubffituted 
in  its  Head.  A  glyfter  of  milk,  pulp  of  calFia  fiftula* 
or  fugar,  and  a  little  oil,  was  inje&ed  every  evening, 

till  the  eleventh,  if  the  head  was  much  confufed,  and 
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the  body  coftive,  which  was  generally  the  cafe  in  the 
firft  months ;  though  afterwards,  when  the  difeafe  be¬ 
came  more  acute,  moft  of  the  lick  had  feveral  ftools 
every  day. 

When  petechias  appeared,  and  the  heat  was  intenfe, 
with  great  languor,  moderate  cordials,  acidulated  with 
Jpir.  vitriolic  together  with  the  above  mentioned  pow¬ 
ders,  were  repeated  as  neceffity  required. 

The  fecond  day  after  the  crilis,  they  were  purged 
with  the  lame  potion  as  at  the  beginning,  and  it  was 
repeated  at  proper  intervals,  once  or  twice  :  when  a 
tendency  to  relapfes  became  fo  general,  a  deco&ion  of 
the  cortex,  with  a  {mail  proportion  of  elixir  vitriolic 

was  given  to  prevent  them,  and  often  with  fuccefs. 

%  *  • 

In  thefe  relapfes,  though  the  fymptoms  feemed  vio¬ 
lent,  they  were  feldom  or  never  blooded.  When  the 
vomiting  came  on,  the  lick  were  ordered  to  drink 
quantities  of  warm  water,  to  wafh  the  ftomach  ;  glyfters 
were  occafionally  injected,  and  the  medicines  before 
mentioned  exhibited. 

’  .  .  ;  .  fc  ^ 

The  patient’s  drink  was  a  ptifan,  in  common  ufe 
here,  made  of  barley,  grafs-roots,  and  a  few  injubs, 
fometimes  acidulated  with  iemon-juice  ;  their  food, 
weak  chicken-broth,  with  a  little  rice,  or  crum  of 

bread, 
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bread,  boiled  in  it,  and  now  and  then  a  roafted 
apple. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  fumrner  till  the  end  of 
September ,  the  chincough  was  frequent  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  ;  but  though  it  was  very  violent,  it  much  fooner 
gave  way  to  medicines  than  I  ever  knew  it ;  for  by 
once  bleeding,  (which  was  generally  with  leeches)  a  few 
purges,  and  a  weak  folution  of  gum  ammoniac  in  wa¬ 
ter,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  acet.  fcillitic .  tinEl. 

cajlor .  they  either  foon  recovered,  or  the  cough  grew 
much  lefs  frequent  and  violent,  and  went  off  entirely 
in  about  a  fortnight  more. 

T  *  *  r  *  V  -  ■ 

This  year  the  fever  ufually  attending  young  children 
was  more  frequent  than  in  others. 

Scarcely  one  intermittent  was  to  be  met  with  this 
autumn  ;  and  the  place  was  exceeding  healthy  till  the 
middle  of  November ,  when  a  fever  became  very  fre¬ 
quent  (chiefly  among  children  three  years  old  and  up¬ 
wards)  with  a  fwelling  in  one  or  both  parotids,  the  ma¬ 
xillary  glands,  and  fometimes  over  the  whole  face. 

Bleeding,  with  a  gentle  purgative  once  or  twice  re¬ 
peated,  and  a  low  diet,  generally  cured  thofe  that  had 
it  the  moft  violently  in  five  or  fix  days,  and  fuch  as 
had  it  flightly  recovered  without  any  afliftance  in  about 
the  fame  time  \  and  though  this  fever  continued  to  af- 
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t  • 

fed  great  numbers  all  the  year,  and  till  about  the 
middle  of  January  1753,  I  did  not  hear  of  any  to 

whom  it  proved  fatal. 

. „  * ' 

r 

A.  D.  M  DC  C  LI  I  I. 

W  ith  this  year  commenced  a  continual  fever,  which 
was  chiefly  confined  to  adults,  and  to  the  northern 
fuburbs  of  the  city,  where  the  Chriftians  moftly  in¬ 
habit. 

'  *'  *  I  *4  ^ 

-  •  ^  -■ 

The  difeafe  began  with  a  fliivering  and  naufea,  but 
the  patient  feldom  vomited.  The  heat  was .  intenfe 
during  the  firft  two  or  three  days,  the  pulfe  ftrong  and 
frequent :  the  fick  did  not  fo  much  complain  of  pain, 
as  of  great  confufion  in  their  head,  and  noife  in  their 
ears,  acute  pains  in  their  back,  legs,  and  arms ;  which 
laft  they  could  fcarcely  bear  to  move.  The  tongue 
was  at  firft  white,  afterwards  yellow,  and  towards  the 
height  of  the  difeafe  generally  black.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  their  afpecft  was  ftupid,  and  by  the  fixth  day  they 
became  delirious ;  from  the  feventh  to  the  ninth  pe- 
techiae  appeared  over  the  whole  body,  not  round,  as 
Ufual,  but  in  irregular  figures.  The  pulfe  by  this  time 
began  to  fink,  and  they  were  often  comatofe ;  from  the 
ninth  to  the  eleventh,  a  moderate  fiveat  fometimes 
broke  out,  or  they  had  a  few  loofe  ftools,  which  feemed 
to  relieve,  and  for  the  prefent  to  abate  the  fymptoms ; 

yet 
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yet  the  fever  always  continued  till  the  feventeenth  day, 
when  it  began  to  decline  gradually,  and  went  off  with¬ 
out  any  remarkable  evacuation.  When  the  head  was 
much  affe&ed,  the  urine  was  pale  as  water,  without  any 
lediment  \  in  fome  it  was  of  a  blackifh  caft,  like  a  weak 
tindure  of  fteel.  On  the  eleventh  day  it  commonly 
let  fall  a  white  fediment  in  thofe  who  recovered  ;  and 
indeed  all  who  were  treated  in  the  method  mentioned 
for  the  continual  fever  of  laft  year  (with  the  addition  of 
fmapifms  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  for  they  are  much 
averfe  to  blifters)  recovered. 

Thofe  who  were  bled  to  any  coniiderable  quantity 
after  the  feventh  day  generally  died  on  the  ninth  or  the 
eleventh. 

This  fever  continued  to  prevail  till  the  beginning  of 
February ,  when  the  very  cold  weather  we  had  at  that 
time  put  a  check  to  it ;  fo  that,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  20th,  I  faw  but  two  perfons  who  had  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  it.  Thefe,  befides  the  above  mentioned  fym- 
ptoms,  had  an  acute  pain  in  the  right  hypochonder  af¬ 
fecting  their  breathing,  and  bore  larger  bleeding  than 
could  be  endured  without  great  injury  in  the  preceding 
conftitution,  and  the  blood  was  lizey.  Both  tliele  pa¬ 
tients  had  a  crifis  of  the  fever  by  a  large  haemorrhage 
from  the  right  noftril  on  the  feventh  day,  and  very  nearly 
about  the  fame  hour  in  which  they  were  foil  feized. 

F  f  2  In 
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In  one  of  them  the  haemorrhage  was  accompanied  by  a 
diarrhoea,  and  about  a  fortnight  after  he  had  a  regular 
tertian. 

In  January  feveral  old  people  had  apoplexies,  though 
few  proved  mortal  :  they  commonly  ended  in  hemi¬ 
plegias,  which  in  feveral,  though  much  advanced  in 
years,  gave  way  to  medicine. 

About  the  20th  of  February ,  the  continual  fever 
above  mentioned,  which  had  almoft  totally  ceafed  upon 
the  fetting  in  of  cold  weather,  again  made  its  appear¬ 
ance,  and  with  additional  force.  Almoft  all  now 
had  petechiae,  which  were  round,  very  fmall,  and  of  a 
purple  colour.  Thefe,  after  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 
day,  difappeared,  without  any  manifeft  alteration  in 
the  difeafe.  The  urine  during  the  firft  three  or  four 
days  was  of  an  orange  colour,  and  towards  the  feventh 
let  fall  a  copious  white  fediment  \  after  that  it  became 
clear  and  pale  as  water  till  the  eleventh  or  twelfth ; 
when,  though  it  ftill  retained  the  fame  appearance 
whilft  warm,  when  cold  it  let  fall  a  fediment  like  fine 
flour,  and  continued  thus  till  the  end  of  the  difeafe, 
which  always  happened  on  the  feventeenth. 

* 

Many  of  the  ftck  in  the  fever,  both  of  this  and  the 
laft  year,  voided  many  worms  of  the  round  kind,  and 
towards  the  height  of  the  difeafe  almoft  all  were  deaf, 

which 
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which  laft  was  a  good  fign ; .  and  it  may  here  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  thefe  two  fymptoms  are  almoft  common 
to  all  fevers  in  Aleppo . 

About  the  middle  of  April  near  one  fourth  of  the 
people  were  feized  with  violent  coughs,  which  did  not 
either  laft  long  with  thofe  attacked,  or  in  the  compafs  of 
a  few  days  continued  to  fpread  any  farther. 

The  JewS)  who  had  hitherto  kept  pretty  clear  of  the 
fever,  though  it  was  now  very  common  in  the  city,  be¬ 
gan  to  feel  its  effects  feverely  very  foon  after  their  feaft, 
about  the  middle  of  April . 

In  May  feveral  of  the  lick  had  a  critical  fweat  on  the 
feventh  day,  preceded  in  fome  by  an  haemorrhage  from 
the  nofe  ;  but  all  who  had  this  haemorrhage,  in  about 
five  or  fix  days  after,  had  a  return  of  the  fever,  which 
was  more  violent  than  at  the  firft  attack,  and  continued 
five  days.  In  feveral  thofe  relapfes  were  accompanied 
with  peripneumonic  fymptoms,  and  required  bleeding. 

Children  had  hitherto  efcaped  this  difeafe  ;  but  in 
this  month  (May)  a  confiderable  number  of  them,  from 
nine  years  old  and  upwards,  were  feized  with  it.  The 
fymptoms  and  duration  were  much  the  fame  as  in 
adults  ^  only  their  moft  frequent  complaint  was  or 
pains  in  the  belly,  and  they  voided  worms  either  by  vo¬ 
miting  or  ftool,  chiefly  of  the  round  kind. 

The 
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•  The  number  of  the  lick  was  much  diminiflied  by  the 
beginning  of  June ,  and  the  fever  quite  difappeared  be¬ 
fore  July . 

The  method  purfued  in  the  cure  of  the  fever  of  Iaft 
year  was  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  this ;  and 
evacuations  after  the  feventh  day,  as  in  the  preceding, 
fo  likewife  in  the  prefent,  were  always  prejudicial,  and 
often  fatal. 

The  fummer-fever,  commonly  incident  to  young 
children  in  this  country,  began  this  year  in  June ,  and 
continued  through  the  fummer  as  cuftomary. 

In  July  a  very  few  were  feized  with  mild  dyfente- 
ries,  others  with  intermittents,  chiefly  quartans  ;  but 
neither  of  thefe  diftempers  were  fo  frequent  as  to  be 
termed  epidemic. 

The  ophthalmias,  which,  according  to  cuflom,  were 

epidemic  in  September ,  had  this  particular  from  other 
years,  that  the  inflammation  was  chiefly  external  in  the 
palpebrae. 

Both  this  and  laft  year  furuncuM  were  frequent  on 
different  parts  of  the  body,  but  more  efpecially  the 
fingers ;  in  November ,  and  part  of  December ,  they  of¬ 
ten  broke  out  in  the  armpits,  but  without  any  other 
diforder. 
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A  very  few  had  pleurilies  in  December ,  and  feveral 
died  fuddenly  of  apoplexies  about  this  time. 

It  fhould  have  been  before  obferved,  that  the  conti¬ 
nual  fever  of  this  year,  particularly  after  the  month  of 
February ,  feldom  affe&ed  one  perfon  in  a  houfe,  with¬ 
out  going  through  two  thirds  of  the  family ;  but  it 
was  rare  to  find  two  fic|c  together,  one  being  generally 
a  few  days  recovered  before  the  other  was  taken  ill. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  PLAGUE. 

Sect.  I. 

Of  the  Plague  in  General . 


IT  is  the  common  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Aleppo ,  that  they  are  viiited  with  the  plague  about 
once  in  ten  years,  and  that  it  is  brought  thither  from 
fome  neighbouring  city,  where  it  firft  makes  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  as  Antab ,  Ur  fa ,  &*c.  to  the  northward,  or 
Damafcus  to  the  fouthward ;  from  which  laft  place  it 
is  generally  alledged  that  the  word;  plagues  have 
been  brought ;  though  fome  affert  that  thofe  which 
have  come  from  the  northward  have  raged  with  the 
greateft  violence. 

With  refped  to  the  intervals  between  the .  returns 
of  the  plague,  though  that  of  1742  is  an  exception, 
yet  the  common  opinion  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  be 
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founded  on  experience  [a).  And  it  feemts  a  fad  pretty 
well  atteAed,  that  it  never  rages  at  Aleppo  without  ha¬ 
ving  firfl  vifited  fome  of  the  above  mentioned  places ; 
though  the  firfl:  appearance  of  all  is,  from  what  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  always  in  fome  town  on  the  coaft 
of  Syria  (h).  If  it  firfl  fliews  itfelf  in  Sic/on,  By  root,  or 
Tripoly,  Damafcus  is  ufually  the  channel  through  which 
it  comes  to  Aleppo  \  but  if  in  Scanderoon  or  Byafs ,  then 
it  commonly  pafles  by  way  of  Antal? y  Killis ,  Urfay  &c. 

T  \  -  «  ^  % 
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During  the  winter  this  difeafe  is  eonftantly  mode¬ 
rate  ;  as  the  fpring  advances  it  grows  more  violent,  it 


All  tile  facts  mentioned  in  the  notes  are  taken,  from- old  journals  or  letters  writ¬ 
ten  at  the  times  they  happened. 

(*)  In  a  letter  written  at  Aleppo  in  the  year  1719,  by  an  Englifh  gentleman  who^ 
had  then  been  about  thirty  years  in  that  country,  the  author  fays,  that,  fince 
he  had  been  there,  the  plague  had  never  vifited  them  oftener  than  once  in  ten  or 
twelve  years.  Thofe  within  the  memory  of  the  people  were  in  1719,  1720  1722 
and  the  late  one  which  ended  in  the  year  1 744 ;  fmce  which  time  ten  years  are 
now  elapled  without  any  appearance  of  it,  either  here  or  upon,  the  coafl  of  Syria. 

(b)  Some  have  told  me,  that  the  plague  of  1719  came  from  the  northward : 
but  none  or  the  journals  or  letters  I  have  perufed  make  any  mention  of  this  cir- 
cumflanced  though  all  of  them  confirm  its  raging  at  Tripoli,  Sidon,  &c.  fome 
months  before  it  appeared  at  Aleppo. 

In  the  year  1728  the  plague  made  great  havock  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  fummer 
of  that  year  it  raged  at  Byafs,  and  the  parts  adjacent;  but  did  not  break  out 
at  Aleppo  till  the  year  1729.. 

At  Tripoly,-  Sidon>  and  Damafcus,  the  plague  raged:  in  the  year  1722;  It 
was  1733  before  it  raged  at  Aleppo.,  y  * 

For  the  progrefs  of  the  laff  plague,  fee  91191.  concerning  its  coming  to 
Akppo;  fran  whence  it  went  to  Damafcus,  and  the  coaft  of  Syria,  where  its 
o°fC4  ™  eXCtted  in  lhe  year  1744 ;  at  wUch.fime  it  was  greatly  abated 


K 


comes 


Of  the  Plague  in  General .  227 

comes  to  its  height  in  "June ,  decreafes  greatly  in  July , 
and  certainly  difappears  in  Augujl ;  and  this  feems  to  be 
the  conftant  courfe  of  the  plague  at  Aleppo :  fo  that 
none  are  ever  feized  with  it  in  the  months  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  Otfober,  even  in  fuch  extraordinary  inftances 
as  when  it  has  made  its  appearance  for  three  years  fuc~ 
ceflively,  as  it  did  in  1742,  1743,  and  1744  (cj. 

A  conflderable  difference  is  obfervable,  both  as  to 
the  mortality  and  number  of  the  infe&ed,  in  different 
years  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  has  ever  raged 
in  this  country  with  the  violence  that  it  has  often  done 
in  Europe „ 

Extreme  heat  feems  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
temper  ;  for  though,  during  the  few  firft  hot  days,  the 
mortality,  as  well  as  the  number  of  thofe  newly  infe&ed, 

(c)  Ill  the  year  1719,  the  plague  made  great  havock,  and  advanced  fo  fail  ip 
the  fpring,  that  the  Europeans  fhut  up  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  opened 
about  the  middle  of  July.- 

In  1729  the  number  of  the  Tick  being  few,  it  was  the  middle  of  May  before 
any  fhut  up,  and  they  were  not  above  a  month  confined. 

In  1 733  the  difeafe  raged  with  violence,  though  not  quite  fo  much  as  in 
1719.  The  Europeans,  however,  fhut  up,  and  got  abroad  again  at  the  fame 
feafons  as  in  the  former  year. 

In  1742  they  were  confined  much  about  the  fame  time  as  iu  1729. 

In  1743  the  diflemper  raged  with  violence,  though  not  quite  to  that  degree 
as  in  i  733.  The  Europeans  fhut  up  the  1  it'h  of  April,  and  opened  about  the 
mid  die.  of  July.  - 

In  1 744  the  number  of  the  fick  being  inconfiderable,  and  the  terror  from  the 
diflemper  much  abated  by  being  ufed  to  it,  few  of  the  Europeans  fhut  up.  1  he 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  was  juft  as  above  mentioned. 
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encreafed,  yet  a  few  days  longer  continuance  of  that 
weather  greatly  diminifhed  the  number  of  the  fick. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  feafon  wherein  it  always  ceafes 
at  Aleppo ,  is  that  in  which  the  heats  are  the  moft  ex- 
ceflive< 

Though  the  natives,  as  well  as  feveral  authors,  have 
a  notion  that  the  moon  has  Ibme  influence  over  this 
diftemper,  yet  experience  no  ways  favoured  this  opi¬ 
nion  in  the  late  plague  at  Aleppo . 

■  Having  the  diftemper  once,  does  not  prevent  a  fe- 
cond  feizure,  numbers  of  people  being  alive  when  I 
left  Aleppo ,  who  have  had  it  twice  or  oftener  ;  and  I 
have  even  feen  inftances  of  the  lame  perfon’s  having  had 
the  difeafe  three  feveral  times  in  the  fame  feafon. 


SECT.  XI. 

Of  the  Plague ,  as  it  appeared  in  Aleppo,  in  1742, 

I743,  and  2744* 


r'  is  no  wonder  that  the  very  name  of  plague  among 
us  fhould  ftrike  terror  whenever  it  is  mentioned ; 
for,  befides  the  numerous  and  terrible  diftrefles  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  during  the  rage  of  a  pefti- 

9  lence, 
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lence,  and  the  fcenes  of  death  and  mifery  which  are 
continually  before  our  eyes,  the  diftemper  itfelf  is  the 
moft  lamentable  to  which  mankind  are  liable.  The 
torments  of  heat,  third,  and  pain,  frequently  unite  in 
fome  patients ;  an  unfpeakable  languor  and  dejedtion 
in  others ;  the  loathfome  remains  of  the  diftemper  in 
the  painful  and  putrid  ulcers,  even  in  thofe  who  efcape ; 
the  defer tion  of  friends  and  attendants ;  the  want  of 
common  neceflaries,  and  medical  afliftance,  are  all  of 
them  circumftances  which  aggravate  the  miferies  of  the 
lick,  and  contribute  not  a  little  towards  augmenting 
the  general  horror. 

And  as  there  is  no  difeafe  incident  to  mankind  that 
is  in  its  nature  more  terrible  and  deftrudtive,  fo  there 
is  none  more  difficult  to  defcribe.  Its  fymptoms  are 
fcarcely  in  all  refpedts  alike  in  any  two  perfons ;  nay, 
they  even  vary  extremely  in  an  hour  in  the  fame  fub- 
jedt.  The  difeafe  begins  often  with  the  moft  flatter¬ 
ing  appearances,  and  ends  fatally  in  a  few  hours. 
Some  complain  of  a  pain  at  their  heart,  are  feized  with 
a  vomiting  and  giddinefs,  and  die  in  a  few  minutes  \ 
while  the  moft  alarming  attacks  fometimes  end  Ipeedily 
in  health  and  fecurity. 

In  general,  however,  a  coldnefs  or  ftiivering,  with 

ficknefs,  vomiting  large  quantities  of  porraceous  bile, 

often 
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often  of  a  very  offenfive  fmell,  pain  in  the  back  or 
loins,  an  intenfe  headach,  uncommon  giddinefs,  and 
a  fudden  lofs  of  ftrength,  were  the  firft  complaints  of 
thofe  who  were  feized  with  this  diftemper ;  and  thefe 
were  ufually  attended  with  great  uneafinefs  or  anxiety 
about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  a  fharp,  {hooting  pain 
dartinginto  the  parotid,  axillary,  or  inguinal  glands. 

Thefe  fymptoms  were  foon  fucceeded  by  a  violent 
fever ;  in  which,  while  the  patients  complained  of  ex¬ 
treme  inward  heat,  their  {kin  felt  but  little  hotter 
than  ufual.  Sometimes  this  heat  foon  became  general 
and  intenfe,  at  other  times  particular  parts  only  were 
afte&ed  therewith  ;  and  it  feldom  continued  many 
hours  together  alike,  but  remitted  and  returned  with 
conftderable,  but  unequal  force  feveral  times  in  a 
day.  The  face,  in  thefe  exacerbations,  became  florid, 
and  was  often  changed  from  a  deep  fcarlet  to  a  livid 
colour,  refembling  that  of  a  perfon  almoft  ftr angled- 
Thefe  appearances  again  would  fuddenly  give  place 
to  a  cadaverous  palenefs.  The  eyes  foon  loft  their 
luftre,  and  acquired  a  kind  of  muddinefs;  and  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  fick  was  ghaftly, 
and  confufed  beyond  defcription. 


The  pulfe,  at  the  firft  feizure,  was  very  little  diffe¬ 
rent  from  its  natural  ftate,  only  fomewhat  more  quick 

and 
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and  low.  In  a  few  hours  it  commonly  encreafed  in 
quicknefs  and  ftrength  ;  but  thefe  feldom  continued 
in  the  fame  way  an  hour  together,  nay,  fcarce  many 
minutes,  but  varied  without  any  manifeft  correfpon- 
clence  with  the  other  febrile  fymptoms,  both  as  to 
ftrength  and  quicknefs,  inceffantly.. 

t  »  i  * 

In  thofe  who  complained  of  pains,  either  darting 
into  the  parotids,  the  armpits,  or  groins,  a  fmall, 
painful,  hard,  deep-feated  tumor  was  difcovered  by 
the  touch  in  the  part,  without  any  manifeft  difcolora- 
tion  of  the  fkin.  Such  were  the  firft  beginnings  of  the 
peftilential  buboes* 

This  was  the  common  appearance  of  the  diftemper 
the  firft  day  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  thofe  who  had  the 
moft  favourable  efcape  were  often  attacked  at  firft 
with  as  alarming  fymptoms  as  thofe  who  died  in  a  few 
hours ;  for  fometimes  this  febrile  paroxyfm  diffolved 
in  a  few  hours,  and  left  the  patient  indeed  languid, 
and  weakened  to  an  extreme  degree,  but  free  from 
other  complaints,  except  the  pain  of  the  tumor  above 
mentioned  \  which  in  many  encreafed  from  this  time* 
both  in  fize,  tenfion,  and  pain,  during  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  days,  when  it  commonly  fuppurated,  the  pa¬ 
tient,  all  the.  time,  the  firft  day  excepted,  walking  about 
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But  though  many  thus  efcaped,  yet  feveral  who  were 
feized  in  this  manner,  efpecially  in  the  month  of 
March  1743,  fuddenly  dropped  down  dead,  or  at  leaft 
lived  but  a  few  hours ;  the  headach,  vomiting,  and 
pain  about  the  praecordia,  encreafing  every  moment  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  occalion  immediate  death,  or  fa¬ 
tal  convulflons.  Few  of  thofe  who  died  in  this  man¬ 
ner  had  any  appearance  of  fuch  indurated  tumors, 
though  generally  the  armpits,  groins,  or  internal 
parts  of  the  arms  and  thighs,  were  livid  or  black, 
and  the  whole  body  was  covered  with  confluent  pe¬ 
techias,  interfperfed  with  livid  puftules,  efpecially  after 
death. 

Thofe  who  furvived  the  firfl:  attack  of  the  diftemper, 
which  was  by  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  Tick,  in  the 
evening  had  a  very  confiderable  encreafe  of  every  fym- 
ptom.  The  heat  became  exceflive,  both  internally  and 
externally  ;  and  as  the  flck  were  by  this  time  for  the 
moft  part  delirious,  it  was  often  with  difficulty  they 
could  be  kept  within  doors.  They  were  difpofed  to 
talk  a  great  deal,  but  faultered  fo  much  in  their  fpeech 
as  fcarcely  to  be  underftood  ;  the  tongue  haying  alfo 
fhared  in  the  debility  that  was  evident  in  every  other 
part  of  the  body. 


In 
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In  this  ftate  they  continued  during  moft  part  of  the 
night ;  towards  morning  the  violence  of  the  heat,  in¬ 
quietude,  and  delirium,  abated ;  a  manifeft  remiffion  fuc- 
ceeded;  fome  recovered  their  fenfes  entirely,  fome  in  great 
part,  and  then  complained  much  of  intenle  head-ach* 
or  pain  of  the  buboes,  which  laft  would  often  increafe 
fuddenly,  and  decreafe  as  quickly,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
hours.  About  one  half  of  the  Tick  about  this  time  had 
an  additional  complaint  of  a  painful  puftule,  like  an 
angry,  confluent  pock,  furrounded  by  a  circle  of  a  deep 
fcarlet  tinge,  which  foon  became  livid,  and  was  at¬ 
tended  with  an  intenfe  burning  pain ;  from  which  cir- 
cumftance,  as  well  as  from  its  fiery  alpe<fl,  it  has  pro¬ 
bably  obtained  the  name  of  carbuncle . 

Thefe  puftules  broke  out  indiferiminately  on  all  parts 
of  the  body,  and  increafed  from  the  fize  of  a  large 
pock  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half  diameter,  fome- 

times,  though  rarely,  to  three  inches. 

\  % 

The  remiffion  of  the  feveriffi  fymptoms  was  com¬ 
monly  but  of  very  ffiort  continuance,  the  rigors,  an¬ 
xiety,  and  delirium  foon  returning  with  greater  violence, 
with  a  frequent  and  ftrong  fubfultus  tendinum.  Thefe 
fymptoms,  however,  did  not  proceed  with  a  regular  in- 
creafe  during  the  day ;  but  the  rigors  and  heats  coming 
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and  going  by  turns,  formed  fhort,  but  alarming  inter- 
millions,  each  paroxyfin  furpaffing  the  former  either  in 
violence  or  duration ;  till,  in  the  evening,  the  pulfe  was 
fcarcely  to  be  counted  by  reafon  of  its  depreffion  and 
quicknefs.  The  patient  grew  comatofe,  with  a  quick, 
laborious,  and  interrupted  refpiration. 

The  buboes,  which  fame  hours  before  feemed  mani- 
feftly  to  inereafe,  now  often  fublided,  and  almoft  dif- 
appeared,  and  the  livid  circle  about  the  carbuncle  be¬ 
came  black,  refembling  a  large  efchar  made  by  a 
caufiic  ;  and  livid  or  black  fpots,  of  different  dimen- 
fions,  about  this  time  often  appeared  difperfed  over  the 
whole  body. 

Under  thefe  circumftanees,  dreadful  as  they  feemed, 
fbme  hope  of  recovery  ftill  remained ;  for  though  many 
died  on  the  third  day*  yet  feveral  had  a  favourable 
crifis  by  a  profufe  fweat :  fome  ftruggled  under  thefe 
difficulties  to  the  fifth  day,  a  few  to  the  feventh,  and 
here  and  there  one  even  to  the  eleventh,  before  any 
critical  alteration  appeared. 

If  the  difeafe  was  not  wholly  carried  oft  by  a  copious 
fweat  on  the  third  day,  it  was  always  confiderably 
abated,  and  was  in  general  totally  removed  by  a  fe- 
cond,  though  lefs  profufe  one,  by  the  fifth  ;  fo  that  no 

1  fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  were  then  left,  weaknefs  ex¬ 
cepted,  and  the  pain  proceeding  from  the  buboes  and 
carbuncles.  And  it  may  here  be  remarked,  that  all  who 
were  attacked  had  buboes ;  though,  even  in  many  that 
recovered,  they  difcuffed  without  any  manner  of  bad 
confequences :  but  the  carbuncles  did  not  appear  on 
above  one  half  of  the  lick,  and  often  begun  to  digeft 
before  the  critical  fweat  happened. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  account  already  given,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  difficult  than  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  about  the  event  of  this  difeafe,  or  be  more  juft 
than  what  Morellus  (d)  obferves  on  a  limilar  occafion. 
This  author,  after  reciting  feveral  circumftances  proving 
the  irregularity  of  its  type,  concludes,  “  That,  in  re- 
“  fpe&  to  the  plague,  even  our  fenfes  and  reafon  de- 

4C  ceive  us,  the  aphorifms  of  Hippocrates  are  erroneous; 

“  and  Hippocrates  himfelf,  was  he  prefent,  would  like-* 
u  wife  be  miftaken.”  : 

i  » 

The  tongue  was  in  fome  quite  moift,  and  in  all  re-» 
fpedts  like  that  of  a  perfon  in  health  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  diftemper ;  in  others  it  was  at  firft  white, 
but  foon  became  yellow,  black,  and  covered  with  a  dry, 

(d)  Unde  fit  ut  in  pefte  fallat  nos  fenfus,  fallat  ratio,  fallant  Hippocratis  apho- 
rifmi  j  &  ipfe,  ut  puto,  in  his  faileretur  Hippocrates.  De  Febre  Pejfil  c.  5. 

rough 
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rough  fcurf  or  fur.  Some  had  no  thirft  at  all,  and 
could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  liquids  in  fuf- 
iicient  quantities.  But  the  generality  of  the  lick  were 
extremely  thrifty,  and  drank  with  great  eagernefs  what¬ 
ever  they  had  given  them,  elpecially  at  particular  times ; 
for  the  intenfenefs  of  their  thirft  had  irregular  intervals, 
and  did  not  continue  alike  through  the  progrels  of  the 
diftemper,  nor  often  correlpond  with  the  violence  of 
the  fever.. 

% 

In  moft  patients  the  vomiting  ceafed  after  the  firlt 
few  hours,  excepting  when  they  overloaded  their  fto- 
machs  during  this  excefs  of  thirft  ;  at  which  times  the 
vomiting  returned.. 

The  urine  was  as  little  to  be  depended  on  as  a  fign 
as  any  other  circumftance,  being  fcar.ce  alike  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  difeafe  in  any  two  perfons ;  and  ita 
appearance  varied  no  lefs  in  the  fame  patient  every  day* 
In  general,  however,  it  was  fomewhat  of  a  deeper  yel¬ 
low  than  ufual  in  a  perfon  in  health,  and  without  fe- 
diment. 

Some  had:  a  diarrhoea,  during  all  the  time,  others  were 
coftive;  in  moft  the  difcharges  were  natural.  The 
diftemper,  however,  feemed  never  to  admit  of  a  cri¬ 
tical  folution  by  either  ftool  or  urine,.  Some  few  had 
haemorrhages  from  the  nofe  or  uterus :  and  if  thefe 

happened 
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happened  after  the  fecond  day,  a  plentiful  fweat,  which, 
was  moft  commonly  critical,  foon  followed;  a  circum- 
ftance  different  from  what  ufually  has  happened  in  the 
plague  at  other  places. 

In  the  years  and  1743,  the  buboes  often 

appeared  as  foon  as  the  patients  were  taken  ill,  in 
fome  not  till  twelve  hours  after,  and  in  a  few  not 
till  after  two  or  three,  days,:  but,  in.  i744>  f°me 
perceived  the  buboes  a,  day  or  two  before  they  had 
any  other,  fymptom  of  the  difeafe.  And  during  all  the 
time  the  plague  raged  2X  Aleppo^.  none  of  the  fick  were 
without  them,  except  fuch.  who  died  fudaenly.  In, 
general,  the  fick  had  but  one,  and.  they  were  more, 
common  in  the.  axillary  or  inguinal  glands  than  in  the. 
parotids.-  Some  few  had  even  two  or  three,  which  were, 
not  confined  to  one  fide  of  the  body.  Their  firft, appear¬ 
ance,  as  hath  been  mentioned,  was  like  a  fmall  indurated 
gland,  deeply  feated;  in  fome  they  were  fixed;  but  more 
frequently  moveable,  and  moft  commonly-  painful  to 
the  touch.  They  would  often  increafe  confiderably  in 
a  few  hours  with  intenfe  pain*  aud' would  as  fuddenly 
fubfide  ;  and  thefe  changes  would .  frequently  fucceed  * 
each  other  feveral  times  in  twenty-four  hours...  Some, 
times  an  exacerbation  immediately  following  the  de- 
oreafe  of  the  bubo,  would  prompt  one  to  imagine  this 
decreafe  to  have  been  the  caufe  ;  but  this  was  not  fo  - 
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conftantly  the  cafe  as  to  induce  me  to  think  it  was  fo 
in  reality. 

The  buboes,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  never  advanced 
towards  a  regular  maturation,  till  a  critical  fweat  had 
carried  off  the  fever.  In  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  days 
from  the  firft  attack,  they  commonly  fuppurated 
with  the  ufual  attendants  of  heat  and  pain.  Some¬ 
times,  nay  frequently,  I  have  known  them  to  dis¬ 
appear  foon  after  the  critical  fweat,  and  difcufs  without 
any  detriment  to  the  patient.  At  other  times,  when 
grown  pretty  large,  about  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  they 
funk,  and  mortified  without  being  attended  with  fatal 
confequences :  for  as  foon  as  the  crifis  was  compleat, 
the  mortification  flopped,  and  the  efchar  feparated  gra¬ 
dually,  leaving  a  large  deep  ulcer,  which  healed  with  - 
out  difficulty  by  the  ufual  methods. 

The  inguinal  buboes  were  feldom  Angle,  there  being 
generally  two,  and  in  the  fame  groin.  The  fuperior 
was  the  largeft,  of  a  long  figure,  fomewhat  refembling 
a  cucumber,  lying -obliquely,  but  lower  than  where  the 
venereal  buboes  appear,  and  it  was  this  which  com¬ 
monly  came  to  fuppuration.  Once  I  met  with  a  cafe 
where  an  axillary  bubo  divided  into  two  ;  one  part  get¬ 
ting  under  the  pectoral  mufcle,  the  other  finking 

deeper 
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deeper  into  the  armpit :  both  of  them  grew  painful 
and  inflamed  ;  but  that  in  the  armpit  only  fuppurated. 

I  met  with  no  inftance  of  a  bubo  not  followed  or 
preceded  by  the  fever. 

In  refped:  to  the  carbuncles,  it  has  already  been 
obferved,  that  they  broke  out  on  all  parts  of  the  body, 
the  mufcular  and  tendinous  efpecially.  From  the  fize 
of  a  Alver  penny  they  often  fpread  themfelves  fpeedily 
to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  half,  two  inches,  nay 
{ometimes  three  inches  diameter,  frequently  penetrating 
deep  into  the  fubftance  of  the  parts  they  attacked. 
Their  moft  common  time  of  appearing  was  on  the  fe- 
cond  day  of  the  difeafe.  Their  progrefs  was  very  quick, 
and  not  above  one  half  of  the  lick  had  them.  In  filch 
as  died,  I  was  told,  (for  I  faw  none  of  thofe  cafes  my- 
felf)  that  from  the  puftule  ifiued  a  quantity  of  ichorous 
matter  \  but  the  black  circle  remained  hard  and  dry 
in  the  others  the  mortification  ufually  flopped  on  the 
third  day,  and  in  a  day  or  two  more  digefted,  and  be¬ 
gin  to  feparate  round  the  edges.  The  feparation  of  the 
whole  exchar  was  completed  rather  fooner  than  in  fuch 
as  are  made  by  a  cauftic. 

A  few  of  the  lick  had  puftules,  which  were  filled 
with  well-concodted  matter,  without  any  livid  or  difco- 

loured 
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loured  circle  about  them  :  thefe,  after  a  certain  time, 
dried  up,  and  fell  off,  as  it  commonly  happens  in  the 
diftinct  fmall-pox  ;  and  as  all  the  patients  who  had 
this  eruption  recovered,  it  was  conlidered  as  a  favour¬ 
able  fymptom. 

To  enumerate  all  the  various  changes  that  hap¬ 
pened,  with  the  fudden  and  unexpected  tranfitions 
from  extreme  danger  to  great  fafety,  would  be  tedious, 
and  little  inftructive.  Such,  however,  were  the  ge¬ 
neral  outlines  of  the  diftemper,  and  the  moft  ufiial 
fymptoms ;  which  though  they  by  no  means  furnifh 
one  with  the  neceffary  helps  to  form  a  certain  progno- 
ftic,  yet  fome  hints  may  from  thence  be  deduced  for 
eftablifhing  a  rational,  and  perhaps  a  fuccefsful  prac¬ 
tice. 

Upon  confidering,  however,  the  feveral  circumftan- 
ces  attending  this  fatal  diftemper,  the  various  ftiapes  it 
afliimes,  the  fudden  tranfitions  from  one  appearance  to 
another,  the  precipitate  advances  to  its  height,  and  the 
danger  which  the  phyfician  incurs  in  vifiting  the  fick, 
the  wonder  ceafes,  that  we  meet  with  in  authors  fo  va¬ 
rious  and  contradictory  accounts  of  the  proper  methods 
for  treating  it.  Some  plead  for  evacuations,  others 
decry  them  with  vehemence  :  if  we  allow,  that  diffe¬ 
rence  of  climates,  different  conftitutions  of  the  air  in 

the 
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the  fame  climate,  and  perhaps  fome  variety  even  in  the 
plague  itfelf,  might  lead  pra&itioners  to  judge  not  al¬ 
ways  alike  concerning  it ;  yet  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  jarring  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  pra&ifed  at  the 
fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  place,  in  refped:  to  this  ef- 
fential  part  of  management :  and  as  in  a  difeafe,  wherein 
reafon  is  often  perplexed,  and  experience  itfelf  falla¬ 
cious,  one  would  chufe  to  rely  much  on  proper  autho¬ 
rity,  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  nature  has  not 
been  more,  and  opinion  lefs,  attended  to.  As  the 
plague  has  fo  often  vifited  that  country,  one  might 
reafonably  have  expected  among  the  natives  fome 
veftiges  of  unbiafled  obfervation,  and  attempts  at  lead: 
towards  a  proper  method  of  cure  ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  difcover,  no  traces  of  any  thing  fa- 
tisfa&ory  are  to  be  met  with  among  them.  The  Turks 
have  lefs  faith  in  medicine  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe 
than  of  any  other,  believing  it  to  be  a  curfe  infli&ed 
by  God  Almighty  for  the  fins  of  the  people  ;  and 
as  the  chief  of  thofe  who  pra&ife  phyfic  are  either 
Chriftians  or  Jews ,  and  not  fo  ftrongly  prepoffef- 
fed  with  the  do&rine  of  predeftinaticn,  confequently 
afraid  of  catching  the  diftemper,  they  rather  endea¬ 
vour  to  confirm  the  Turks  in  their  falfe  notions,  left 
they  fhould  be  forced  to  vifit  the  fick.  Hence  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  are  feized 
with  the  plague,  either  are  left  to  ftruggle  with  the 

|  i  violence 
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violence  of  the  diforder  without  any  affiftarice,  or  muff 
fubmit  to  the  dire<ftion  of  the  meaneft  and  moft  igno¬ 
rant  of  mankind.  The  pra&rce  which  feems  to  pre¬ 
vail  moft  generally  amongft  them,  is  to  bleed  all  who 
apply  to  them,  and  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  after 
which  they  endeavour  to  promote  fweat  by  a  few 
grains  of  bezoar,  in  the  fimple  diftilled  water  of  fcor- 
zonera  ;  which  is  the  medicine  they  chiefly  confide  in, 
fuch  is  the  flender  acquaintance  they  have  yet  acquired 
in  the  materia  medica . 

From  the  moft  impartial  and  attentive  obfervation  I 
could  make,  it  feemed  to  me,  that  very  plentiful  bleed¬ 
ing  at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe  was  of  great 

fervice  \  but  after  the  firft  day  was  always  preju¬ 
dicial. 

Vomiting  was  alfo  of  the  utmoft  confequence  at  the 
beginning  :  warm  water  was  commonly  fufficient  to 
procure  it,  as  the  fick  had  generally  a  propenfity  to  this 
difcharge.  If  a  ftimulus  was  required,  a  fmall  dofe  of 
ipecacuanha  or  fal  vitrioli  was  all  that  was  neceflary  for 
moft  patients. 

Though  purging  with  the  violent  cathartics  is  juftly 
condemned ;  yet  an  emollient  glyfter,  or  even  a  gentle 
laxative  with  manna  and  cm//,  tartar .  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  coftive,  and  the  head  much  affe&ed,  was 

not 
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not  only  lafe,  but  often  of  great  fervice ;  and,  when  the 
iymptoms  were  not  violent,  I  have  frequently  given  a 
gentle  purge  of  infuf  f entice ,  mann .  82?  crem.  tartar. 
the  fecond  day  of  the  difeafe  with  fuccefs.  It  may 
appear  ftrange ;  but  it  is  a  fadt  confirmed  to  me  by 
many  inftances,  that  a  purgative  of  this  kind,  given 
after  the  critical  fweat,  was  the  moft  effectual  means 
to  bring  the  buboes  to  fuppuration. 

The  natural  crifis  of  the  difeafe  was  always  by  fweat ; 
and,  when  the  fame  evacuation  could  be  procured  by 
art,  it  was  alfo  of  fervice  ;  but  there  were  two  great  in¬ 
conveniences  attending  attempts  of  this  kind  on  the 
firft  day.  One  was,  that  the  common  medicines  in 
the  ufual  dofes  for  this  purpofe,  if  they  failed  of  pro¬ 
curing  ;the  defired  diaphorefis,  threw  the  patient  into 
a  flame,  and  greatly  augmented  all  the  fymptoms :  the 
other  inconvenience  was,  that  though  we  fucceeded  in 
railing  a  fweat,  it  was  requifite  to  continue  it  a  much 
longer  time  than  moft  of  the  people  in  that  country 
could  be  perfuaded  to  endure  ;  and,  if  checked,  it  was 
of  bad  confequence, -either  increafing  all  the  fymptoms, 
or,  what  was  often  the  cafe,  bringing  on  a  diarrhoea.; 
which  though  at  firft  it  feemed  to  relieve,  yet  gene¬ 
rally  proved  fatal  in  the  end. 

The  cordial  and  diaphoretic  medicines  found  to 
be  moft  efficacious  were,  Rad,  contrayerv.  Vale - 

l  i  2  lerian . 
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rian.  fylveft.  Croc .  Anglic .  contrayerv.  comp . 

Pharm .  £<&/.  and  Theriac.  Androm .  or  Diafcord.  when 
a  diarrhoea  attended.  Anodynes  alfo  greatly  aflifted  the 
other  medicines  in  their  operations ;  but  thofe  of  the 
gentler  kind,  as  fyr.  diacod.  feemed  to  agree  better  with 
the  lick  than  opium. 

I  made  an  attempt  to  try  the  effedts  of  the  cortex  in 
this  diftemper  ;  but  a  popular  clamour  being  raifed 
againft  that  medicine,  I  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
defift,  as  I  was  convinced  that  my  youth,  and  the  fhort 
time  I  had  then  refided  in  the  place,  wonld  render  any 
efforts  I  could  make  to  get  the  better  of  it  ineffec¬ 
tual.  No  fair  trial  was  made  of  the  rad.  ferpentar . 
Virgin,  becaufe  few  of  the  natives  would  take  it  on 
account  of  its  bitternefs :  for  whoever  would  obtain 
a  ready  compliance  with  his  orders  in  that  country, 
muft  as  feldom  as  poffible  offend  their  palates  with 
unpleafant  remedies  ;  becaufe  whatever  may  be  the 
confequence  to  themfelves,  they  will  often  chufe  to  in¬ 
cur  diftant,  though  great  rifks,  rather  than  fubmit  to 
p^efent  inconveniences.  Small  dofes  repeated  every 
four  hours,  was  the  moft  effectual  method  of  giving 
thefe  medicines,  and  plenty  of  diluent  liquors,  acidu¬ 
lated  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  not  only  aflifted  in  pro¬ 
moting  a  diaphorefis,  but  was  of  the  utmoft  conle- 
quence  in  moderating  the  fever,  which  the  cordials  and 
diaphoretics  were  otherwile  apt  to  increale. 


Nitrous 


Of  the  Plague  in  1742,  1743,  and  1744,  245 

•»  # 

Nitrous  medicines  in  this  difeafe  neither  were  at¬ 
tended  with  their  ufual  fuccefs  in  allaying  heat,  nor 
could  the  lick  in  general  bear  the  common  dofes  with¬ 
out  a  fenlible  increafe  of  languor  and  dejedtion,  or 
danger  of  bringing  on  a  diarrhoea. 

The  following  method  of  treating  the  lick  I  found 
the  moll  fuccefsful  upon  repeated  trials. 

As  foon  as  the  patient  was  feized,  from  10  to  20 
ounces  of  blood,  according  to  the  prefent  condition  of 
the  lick,  or  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  were  ordered  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm.  Seldom  more  than  a  pound 
however  was  taken  from  any  ;  that  being  a  quantity 
greatly  exceeding  what  they  ufually  lofe  at  once  in  any 
difeafe*  > 

t  . 

After  bleeding,  if  the  naufea  was  confiderable,  they 
were  ordered  to  drink  plentifully  of  warm  water,  (which 
was  prefently  brought  up  again,  and  with  it  a  quantity 
of  bile),  and  this  operation  to  be  repeated  feveral  times. 
If  the  naufea  was  not  fufficient,  which  was  but  feldom 
the  cafe,  a  fmall  dofe  of  rad .  iftecacuan.  or  fal  vitriol. 
was  given  to  promote  the  vomiting.  It  appeared  from 
experience  of  fuch  confequence  that  thofe  evacuations 
fhould  be  made  early,  that  moft  of  my  acquaintance 
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had  previous  directions  to  fet  about  them  immediately, 
in  cafe  any  perfon  fhould  be  infeCted  in  their  family. 

A  gentle  anodyne  was  given  after  vomiting,  or,  if 
that  did  not  fettle  their  ftomachs,  River ius  s  faline 
draught,  with  an  ounce  of  diacodium ,  or  15  drops  of 

laudanum . 

r  •  '  ,  . 

Thefe  evacuations  being  premifed,  fmall  doles  of 
the  cordial  and  diaphoretic  medicines,  above  men¬ 
tioned,  joined  with  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  nitr. 
fiibiat.  were  given  every  four  hours ;  and  the  lick 
were  encouraged  to  drink  liberally  of  a  decoCtion  of 

fcorzonera  roots  and  barley,  or  even  of  fpring 
water,  but  always  tepid,  if  they  could  be  rperfuaded 

to  drink  it  fo,  and  acidulated  with  as  much  fp. 
vitriolic  as  to  make  it  agreeable.  A  certain  proportion 
of  this  fpirit,  with  fyrup  of  violets,  made  it  more  grate¬ 
ful  both  to  the  eye  and  the  palate,  and  was  no  fmall 
/inducement  to  them  to  drink  the  neceffary  quantity. 

In  the  winter,  the  lick  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
into  a  larger  and  more  airy  room,  than  they  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  deep  in  at  that  feafon  ;  and  the  air  to  he 
both  warmed  and  corrected  by  a  moderate  lire.  In 
the  fummer,  all  the  doors  and  windows  were  allowed 
to  be  opened,  excepting  that  which  was  immediately 

oppolite 
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oppofite  to  the  patient’s  bed  ;  and  many  of  them  would 
not  even  bear  that  reftri&ion,  but  would  have  all  open 
in  the  day  time,  and  often  in  the  night  lay  upon  the 
houfe  top.  Their  covering  was  the  fame  as  in  health. 

A  moderate  cordial  of  fome  of  the  fimple  waters, 

with  a  little  'TinEh.  crociy  T’inB.  V alerwny  fyhv.  ConfeEl . 

# 

alkerm.  well  acidulated  with  fp .  vitriolic  and  commonly 
fweetened  with  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  was  allowed 
them  when  faint  or  uneafy,  and  they  expreffed  great 
fatisfa&ion  upon  taking  this  mixture.  For  children, 
this  alone,  with  plenty  of  acidulated  liquors,  was  what 
I  chiefly  ufed,  and  with  good  fuccefs. 

When  the  flck  could  be  perfuaded  to  fubmit  to 
the  above  regimen,  a  fweat  often  broke  out  the 
fecond  or  beginning  of  the  third  day,  when  they 
were  covered  up,  and  the  fweat  was  encouraged  io  long 

as  they  could  bear  it. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  the  careleflnefs  oi  the  at¬ 
tendants,  in  giving  way  to  the  impatience  or  the  £Lk, 
and  fo  not  encouraging  the  fweat  fo  long  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  I  know 
not,  but  certain  it  is,  that  this  fir  ft  fweat,  particularly 
if  it  happened  on  the  fecond  day,  though  it  greatly 
relieved  the  patient,  yet  did  not  entirely  carry  off 
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the  fever.  A  continuance  of  the  fame  medicines, 
in  fomewhat  larger  dofes,  generally  enabled  na¬ 
ture  to  throw  off  every  fubfequent  exacerbation  by  a 
plentiful  fweat,  till  a  compleat  crifis  was  obtained. 

When  the  fweat  was  fufficient,  and  had  greatly  miti¬ 
gated  the  fymptoms,  notwithftanding  fome  degree  of 
fever  ftill  remained,  a  mild  cathartic  was  given  the  next 
morning,  the  other  medicines  were  continued  during  its 
operation,  and  an  anodyne  was  ordered  early  in  the 

evening. 

When  an  encreafe  of  the  fymptoms  feemed  to  be  the 
confequence  of  a  fudden  finking  of  the  buboes,  which 
fornetimes  happened  on  the  fecond  or  third  day,  a 
blifter  applied  juft  below  the  bubo  was  of  fervice. 

Upon  the  firft  appearance  of  a  coma,  or  debility  in 
the  tongue,  a  blifter  was  applied  to  the  head, 
and  to  the  other  ufual  parts,  asneceffity  required.  Some 
patients,  who  had  been  deemed  paft  recovery,  having 
ftruggled  through  the  difeafe,  and  apparently  by  the 
ufe  of  blifters,  at  length  brought  them  into  credit,  and 
induced  the  natives  to  fubmit,  with  lefs  reludtance,  to 
a  practice  which  they  would  otherwife  have  abhorred. 
Stimulating  cataplafmsof  one  part  garlic,  and  two  parts 
crum  of  bread,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  vinegar, 
applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  were  of  great  fervice  in 

this 
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this  cafe;  and  if  the  patient  was  coftive,  emollient 
laxative  glyfters  were  injected.  The  dofe  of  the  alexi- 
pharmics  was  encreafed,  and  diluting  acidulated  li¬ 
quors  given  often  in  fmali  quantities. 

Suppurating  cataplafms  were  fometimes  applied  to 
the  buboes,  but  as  they  were  kept  on  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  the  Empl.  Diachyl.  cum  Gum.  v/as  more 
generally  ufed ;  and  when  a  ftimulus  was  required,  a 
few  cantharides,  or  a  little  euphorbium  was  added. 
In  moft  of  the  fick,  they  were  left  to  open  of  them- 
felves,  on  account  of  the  dread  the  natives  have  of  the 
lancet  or  cauftic,  and  the  want  fometimes  of  proper 
perfons  to  apply  them  :  and  indeed,  by  what  I  ob- 
ferved,  none  fuffered  from  the  long  delay  in  opening 
them,  farther  than  the  ufual  inconveniences  attend¬ 
ing  other  tumors  thus  left  to  themfelves ;  and  they 
never  required  any  method  different  from  the  common 

to  heal  them. 

When  the  buboes  mortified,  they  were  treated  as  the 
carbuncles ;  and  though,  upon  the  fepaiation  of  the 
mortified  parts,  the  ulcers  were  often  large  and  deep, 
yet  they  healed  very  foon. 

Sometimes  the  carbuncles  were  fcarified,  but 

oftener  not :  the  dreffings  that  agreed  bed  with  them, 

K  k  were 


2  50  Method  ufed  by  the  Europeans  for  their 

were  Ung.  Baflic.  Flav .  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  01 
Terebinthinae ,  and  fometimes  TinEt.  Myrrh .  applying 
over  all  an  emollient  cataplafm ;  and  after  the  indu¬ 
rated  black  parts  were  feparated,  they  foon  healed, 
without  any  particular  accidents. 

SECT.  III. 

.  t  ■ ■ 

Of  the  method  ufed  by  the  Europeans  for  their  prefer - 

vation  from  the  Plague . 

NExt  to  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
means  that  the  Europeans  at  Aleppo  depend 
upon  for  their  prefervation  during  the  time  of  the 
plague,  are  either  retiring  from  the  city,  or  fhutting 
up  at  home,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  effectually  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  communication  with  either  perfons  or  goods 
.capable  of  conveying  the  infection.  The  firft  method 
was  formerly  the  common  practice  of  the  Englifhy 
when  the  nature  of  their  bulinefs  was  fuch  as  allowed 
them  to  retire  early  in  the  feafon,  and  their  number 
fo  confiderable,  that  they  encamped  upon  the  Bylan 
mountains,  without  any  danger  from  the  Curds  [a)  :  fo 
that,  by  keeping  the  perfon  employed  to  go  to  the  vil- 

r 

(a)  Curds,  or,  as  the  Englifh  commonly  call  them,  Gourdeens ,  are  a  race  of 
hardy,  robufl:  people,  who  inhabit  moft  of  the  mountains  Amanus,  and  live 
chiefly  by  plunder,  making  excurflons  for  this  purpofe  into  the  neighbouring 
plains,  and  retiring  to  the  mountains  again  whenever  any  force  is  fent  againft 
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lage  to  market  at  a  proper  diftance,  and  ufing  the  necef- 
fary  precautions  in  receiving  provifions,  Me.  if  the  plague 
fhould  be  there,  they  were  quite  fecure,  and  had  at  the 
fame  time  an  opportunity  of  amufing  themfelves  by  ri¬ 
ding,  ftiooting,  and  other  country-recreations, ;  and  en¬ 
joying  the  cool  air  and  verdure  among  thofe  mountains ; 
a  pleafure  at  other  times  furpafling  moft  others  itt  that 
warm  climate,  though  now  barely' fuffleient  to  allay  the 
melancholy  reflexions  fo  natural  on  this  occafion.  Atpre- 

fent,  however,  as  the  nature  of  their  bufinefs  is  fuch  as 

:  »  , 

prevents  their  retiring  early  j  their  number  fmall,  and 
the  Gurds  more  troubleforne  than  heretofore,  fo  that 
they  cannot  well  encamp  upon  the  mountains,  a  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  place  is  attended  with  confiderable 
ineonveniences  ;  for  it  is  next  to  impoflible,  when  the 
feafon  is  advanced,  but  one  or  other  of  the  fervants  who 
muft  unavoidably  be  hired  to  carry  baggage,  Me.  on 
the  road,  (for  all  forts  of  neceffaries  muft  be  carried  along 
with  one  in  this  country,  even  provifions  and  bedding) 
either  has  the  diitemper  in  his  own  family,  or  at  beft 
has  daily  intercourfe  with  numbers  in  that  condition. 
And  though,  by  carrying  tents,  the  danger  of  fleeping 
in'  an  infe&ed  village  may  be  avoided ;  yet  it  may  ne- 
verthelefs  happen  to  be  at  the  very  place  where  the 
retirement  has  been  intended,  it  being,  I  believe,  very 
rare  that  it  rages  at  Aleppo  without  likewife  affe&ing 
moft  other  places  within  a  few  days  journey  round  it, 

K  k  2  *  and 
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and  full  as  rare  that  the  people  will  confefs  its  being 
amongft  them. 

Shutting  up  at  home  is  attended  with  none  of  thefe 
inconveniences,  and,  when  conducted  in  the  proper 
manner,  its  falutary  effe&s  are  found  by  experience  to 
be  fuch,  that  perfons  in  this  fituation  remain  without 
danger  in  the  middle  of  a  city  where  the  plague  rages 
with  the  greateft  violence  ;  a  circumftance  fo  evident, 
that  all  the  Chriftians  and  Jews  who  can  afford  it  follow 
the  example  of  the  Franks  in  this  refped.  And  though 
the  Turks  cannot,  on  account  of  their  religion,  do  it 
avowedly  (b) ;  yet  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  any  ways 
converfant  with  the  Europeans ,  and  are  not  mere  bigots, 
either  keep  at  home,  on  pretence  of  being  indifpofed, 
or  retire  to  fome  garden  for  change  of  air,  if  their  af¬ 
fairs  will  not  admit  of  their  going  abroad  to  fome 
diftant  place,  where  they  imagine  the  difeafe  does  not 
reach.  A  journey  to  Mecca ,  on  pretence  of  devotion, 
is  their  moft  common  expedient. 

It  having  been  mentioned,  that  the  Europeans  are 
not  fo  fubjed  to  the  epidemic  difeafes  of  that  country 
as  the  natives,  it  is  neceflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
experience  confirms  their  being  liable  to  the  plague, 

( b )  It  is  lawful  for  them  to  abflain  from  going  into  an  infetted  city,  but  not  to 
fly  from  one  infefted  while  they  are  in  it. 

fome 
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fome  of  them  having  generally  been  infe&ed  when  the 
diftemper  raged  in  the  place,  either  before  they  fhut 
up,  or  after  they  came  abroad.  It  may  alfo  be  proper 
to  add,  that  their  fervants,  who  are  natives,  and  are  a 
much  greater  number  than  the  Europeans y  enjoy  the 
fame  benefit  from  fhutting  up. 

While  the  number  of  the  fick  is  inconfiderable,  as 
is  commonly  the  cafe  during  the  winter,  the  Europeans 
content  themfelves  with  ufing  the  following  precau¬ 
tions,  viz.  to  have  no  more  intercourfe  with  the  natives 
than  what  they  are  neceffarily  obliged  to  by  their  bufi- 
nefs ;  to  keep  their  fervants  at  home,  if  pofiible,  which 
however  is  not  eafily  accomplifhed  ;  not  to  make  ufe 
of  a  common  barber,  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  and  to  care¬ 
fully  enquire  concerning  the  health  of  thofe  who  wafh 
their  linen,  chufing  for  that  office  fuch  as  are  not  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  natives.  This  does  not  however  prevent 
their  vifiting  each  other,  and  enjoying  their  ufual  re¬ 
creations  abroad  in  the  country. 

During  this  time  it  is  ufual  for  the  natives  to  make 
ufe  of  all  the  arguments  in  their  power  to  perfuade  the 
Europeans ,  that  either  the  whole  of  the  reports  con¬ 
cerning  the  diftemper  are  falfe,  or,  when  this  cannot  be 
accomplifhed,  that  the  little  which  had  appeared  is  now 
L  quite  over  ;  which  laft  pretence,  however  untrue,  or  in- 
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deed  vain  to  hope  for,  many  are  willing  to  be  deceived 
by,  till  either  fome  European ,  their  dependants,  or 
others  under  their  immediate  infpe&ion,  being  in¬ 
fected,  caufes  a  general  confirmation,  and  occafions 
their  fhutting  up  with  all  expedition.  Such  of  the 
Franks  as  aCt  with  the  moft  prudence  not  only  ufe  the 
precautions  already  mentioned,  but  alfo  make  the  pro¬ 
per  difpofitions  for  fhutting  up,  fo  as  to  be  ready  to  do 
it  upon  the  firft  vifible  increafe  of  the  diftemper,  which 
they  look  upon  as  unavoidable  in  the  fpring*  and  lay 
their  account  with  being  confined  till  July.  The 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  fo  quick,  that  the  diffe¬ 
rence  between  fuch  as  fhut  up  early,  and  thofe  that" 
brave  it  out  to  the  laft,  is  feldom  more  than  a  few 
days. 

rr<  ‘  # 

As  it  would  be  difagreeable  for  a  fingle  perfcn  to  be 
confined  by  himfelf,  they  generally  divide  into  final! 
parties,  and  fhut  up  in  fuchrhoufes  as  are  moft  fpacious 
and  convenient.  It  is  an  advantage  to  be  in  one  that 
has  no  communication,  by  way  of  the  terrace,  with 
any  other  3  for  though  when  the  diftemper  is  : not  fre¬ 
quent,  going  over  the  houfe-top  to  vifit  fuch  other  of 
their  friends  as  are  alfo  fhut  up,  is  fdmetimes  pracftifedy 
yet,  when  the  plague  rages  much,  it  is  reckoned  fafeftnot  to* 
truft  to  any  one,  left  they  fhould  be  guilty  of  irregulari¬ 
ties  3  and  when  fuch  communications  are  open,  it  isim-* 
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poffible  to  be  fure  of  keeping  the  fervants  in  order.  Pro- 
vilion  is  made,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  for  a 
confinement  till  July  ;  :for,  after  the  doors  are  once 
fhut,  nothing  is  admitted  but. letters,  and  what  is  ab- 

folutely  neceflary  for  the  table,  and  thefe  too  with  the 
precautions  which  {hall  be  mentioned.  One  thing, 
though  it  may  feem  trifling,  conduces  not  a  little  to 
their  eafe,  and  that  is,  to  have  one  perfon  that  can. 
fhave ;  for  a  long  beard  is  extremely  difagreeable  in 
hot  weather.  Cats,  being  great  ramblers,  are  looked 
upon  as  dangerous  animals  at  fuch  times ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Europeans  either  confine  theirs  at  home,  or 
fend  them  to  be  taken  care  of  by  fome  of  their  de¬ 
pendants,  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  city  ;  and  no  quar¬ 
ter  is  fhewn  to  any  ftrange  cats  that  fhall  happen  to 
be  feen  within  their  bounds,  but  fuch  are  imme¬ 
diately  fliot,  and  thrown  into  the  ftreet  by  the  help 
of  a  pair  of  tongs. 


This  difpofition  being  made,  and  the  diftemper  fo  far 
advanced  that  it  is  thought  imprudent  to  go  abroad 
any  longer,  the  ftreet-door  is  locked,  and,  for  the 
greater  fecurity,  fealed  up  ;  and,  if  there  are  any  win¬ 
dows,  or  paflages  of  any  kind  below  flairs,  through 
which  the  fervants  might  poflibly  receive  any  thing  from 
without,  they  are  fecured  alfo  ;  even  the  fmall  hole  cut 
in  the  door  through  v/hich  the  water,  for  the  fervice  of 


the 
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the  family  is  conveyed,  has  a  lock  and  key,  fo  that  it  is . 
never  opened,  but  when  the  Sacka  (or  water-carrier) 
comes,  and  then  ufually  one  of  the  Europeans  attends  ; 
for  thefe  water-carriers,  being  of  the  fame  race  with  the 

fervants,  are  the  moft  likely  to  bring  them  fuch  things 
as  they  may  defire.  A  window  above  flairs  is  next 

allotted,  through  which  the  neceflary  provifions, 
are  to  be  received ;  and  fuch  an  one  is  ufually  chofe 
as  looks  into  the  moft  private  part  of  the  Khane,  or 
flreet,  to  avoid  drawing  together  a  concourfe  of  idle 
paffengers,  which  the  novelty  of  the  fight  would  natu¬ 
rally  do :  but  the  more  this  window  is  expofed  to 
the  eyes  of  the  family  within,  the  better  it  is  for 
preventing  irregularities  from  fervants.  The  neceflary 
apparatus  for  this  window,  confifls  of  a  rope,  which, 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  yards  of  an  iron  chain,  and  a 
hook  to  the  lower  end,  reaches  within  two  or  three 
feet  of  the  ground  ;  an  iron  or  copper  pail,  which  is 
hung  on  the  hook  of  the  chain,  and  let  down  for  con¬ 
veying  things  to  or  from  a  perfon  below,  whom  they 
hire  on  purpofe,  and  is  all  day  in  waiting  to  bring  the 
neceflary  provifions,  carry  meflages,  &fc.  A  quantity 
of  vinegar,  a  pail  of  water,  a  long  reed  fplit  at  one  end 
for  conveying  letters,  and  fome  brimflone  to  fmoke 
them  with,  as  alfo  a  pair  of  tongs  for  taking  out  the 
provifions.  Meat,  poultry  (which  lafl  mufl  be  well 
picked)  and  every  thing  elfe  that  will  allow  of  it,  is 
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dipped  in  water,  mixed  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  vi¬ 
negar,  and  hung  up  fome  little  time  before  it  is  touched. 
Bread,  which  will  admit  of  nothing  of  that  nature,  is 
expoled  to  the  air  for  fome  hours  before  it  is  handled  ; 
and  letters  or  other  papers,  are  fprinkled  with  vinegar 
and  fmoked  with  fulphur ;  for  which  purpofe,  if  it 
was  a  more  general  pradice  to  have  a  box  fo  contrived, 
as  to  impregnate  the  papers  more  throughly  with  the 
fumes  of  that  mineral,  it  might  perhaps  be  more  fafe. 
Some  few,  in  place  of  fulphur,  fmoke  their  letters 
with  the  following,  which  is  what  is  commonly  ufed 
in  the  Lazaretto  at  Malta  (a). 

The  impatience  under  confinement,  with  the  me¬ 
lancholy  occafion  of  it,  the  apprehenfion  that  fome  of 
the  company  may  have  received  the  infe&ion,  though 
it  may  not  as  yet  have  appeared,  the  finging  before  the 


(<7)  Take  of  Sulphur,  fix  pounds. 

Orpiment. 

Crude  Antimony. 

Litharge. 

Cummin  feeds. 

Euphorbium. 

Black  pepper. 

Ginger,  of  each  four  pounds. 

Afla  foetida. 

Cinnabar. 

Sal  Armoniac,  of  each  three  pounds. 
Arfenic,  one  pound. 

Reduce  thefe  into  a  powder,  to  which  add : 

Of  Rafpings  of  pine  wood,  fix  pounds. 
Bran,  fifty  pounds. 

Ll 
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corps  in  the  day,  and  the  fhrieking  of  the  women  for  the 
dead,  both  day  and  night,  all  contribute  to  make  the 
firft  week’s  confinement  very  difagreeable.  Cuflom, 
however,  loon  renders  thofe  things  {o  familiar,  as  to 
lofe  much  of  their  force ;  and  the  company  falling 
into  various  ways  of  amufing  themlelves,  in  a  very  little 
time,  though  they  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  unhappy 
fufferers,  yet  the  only  uneafinefs  moft  people  exprefs, 
on  their  own  account,  is  from  a  want  of  liberty  to  go 
abroad  ;  this  want,  they  endeavour  to  fupply  by  an 
evening’s  walk  upon  the  houfe-top,  from  whence  as 
many  of  the  European  houfes  are  but  at  a  fmall  dis¬ 
tance  from  each  other,  they  enjoy  the  converfation  of 
fome  of  their  friends,  though  too  far  off  for  fecrecy. 

Though  the  lliutting  up  of  the  Europeans  and  many 
Chriftians ,  as  alfo  the  retirement  of  fome  Turks ,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned,  in  a  great  meafure  puts  a  flop 
to  trade  while  the  diftemper  rages  violently,  yet  the 
markets  are  all  open,  and  as  great  plenty  of  provifions, 
and  every  thing  elfe  to  be  had  as  at  any  other  time  : 
the  ftreets  too,  though  not  fo  much  crouded,  yet  are 
ftill  pretty  full  of  people ;  the  generality  of  the  Turks 
vifit  the  fick,  and  attend  their  funerals,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  other  times  ;  and  though  the  Chriftians 
and  Jews  do  not,  except  on  very  emergent  occafions, 
vifit  their  fick  friends,  and  very  few  beiides  a  prieft, 

and 
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and  thofe  who  carry  the  bier,  attend  the  funerals,  yet 
there  is  no  want  of  fervants  and  relations,  to  do  the 
neceffary  offices  about  the  fick,  the  fame  as  if  it  was 
any  common  diftemper. 

As  foon  as  the  number  of  the  fick  begins  to  decline, 
the  fame  caufes  that  prevented  fome  from  fhutting  up 
early,  together  with  a  natural  defire  that  all  have  for 
liberty,  generally  induces  feveral  to  get  abroad  too  foon. 
The  difference  between  the  firft  and  the  laft,  in  open¬ 
ing  as  in  {hutting  up,  feldom  exceeds  a  few  days ;  and 
yet  this,  however,  makes  a  very  confiderable  one  in  the 
rifk,  for  both  the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  the  diftem¬ 
per,  are  very  fudden. 

The  firft  ftep  upon  opening,  is  ufually  to  ride 
abroad  ;  and  though  it  is  at  a  feafon  wherein  there  is 
not  the  leaft  verdure,  except  in  the  gardens,  yet,  after 
lo  long  a  confinement,  the  fight  of  the  open  country 
affords  no  final!  pleafure.  Care  is  taken,  while  the 
gentlemen  are  abroad,  to  prevent  the  fervants  in  the 
family  from  having  intercourfe  with  any  body  \  and, 
after  the  doors  are  opened,  the  fame  precautions  are 
ufed  for  a  week  or  two,  as  before  (hutting  up. 

The  above  precautions,  are  all  that  the  Europeans 

commonly  pradtife ;  but  by  myfelf,  and  fuch  of  the 

L  1  2  natives, 
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natives,  who  being  obliged  to  be  ampngft  the  lick, 
afked  my  advice,  the  following  rules  were  obferved, 
which,  though  nothing  new,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  infert  ;  as  they  have  hitherto  proved  fuccefsful, 
and  many  of  them  may  be  ufeful  to  the  Europeansy 
while  their  bufinefs  obliges  them  to  go  abroad :  to 
this,  however,  it  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  the 
trials  were  not  many,  and  that  there  were  fome 
few  perfons  who  were  equally  in  the  way  of  the 
difeafe,  without  being  infedled,  though  they  ufed  no 
precautions  at  all.  The  rules  laid  down  were  thefe  ; 

-  Never  to  go  abroad  in  the  morning  farting. 

To  avoid,  as  much  as  poflible,  all  excefles,  violent 
paflions,  or  large  evacuations,  but  not  to  live  more 
abftemioufly,  either  with  regard  to  eating  or  drinking, 
than  ufual :  perhaps  one  or  two  glafles  of  good  wine 
more  than  cuftomary,  might  rather  be  beneficial  than 
otherwife  ;  and  a  plentiful  ufe  of  acid  liquors,  fuch  as 
a  very  weak  four  punch  in  the  fummer,  is  not  only 
agreeable  but  ufeful. 

While  in  the  fick  perfon’s  chamber,  parting  a 
corpfe,  or  near  any  thing  infefted,  not  to  fwallow  the 
faliva,  and  to  breathe,  in  the  natural  way  through  a 

handkerchief 
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handkerchief  or  fpunge,  wetted  either  with  plain  vi¬ 
negar,  or  fuch  as  had  rue  infufed  in  it. 

When  examining  the  pulfe,  and  other  circumftances 
that  require  being  very  nigh  the  lick,  to  hold  the  breath 
as  much  as  poflible,  and,  as  foon  as  retired  from  the 
chamber,  to  wafh  the  mouth,  face,  and  hands  with 
vinegar. 

f 

•  -  »  4  •  ■  ‘  ^  - A 

Upon  returning  home,  to  put  on  other  cloaths, 
and  expofe  fuch  as  had  been  wore  to  the  air ;  perhaps 
it  might  alfo  be  of  fervice  to  fmoke  them  with  fulphur, 
but  this  was  not  pradtifed.  At  fuch  times  alfo,  it  is 
proper  once  more  to  wafh  the  mouth,  face,  and  hands 
with  vinegar. 

As  to  medicine,  a  large  dofe  of  the  extradt  of  the 
bark,  with  a  draught  of  wine  and  water,  well  acidu¬ 
lated  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  taken  twice  a  day,  were  all 
that  were  ufed.  For  fuch  as  can  take  the  bark  in  a 
liquid  form,  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  it  may  anfwer  the 
purpofe  as  effectually. 


mV  * 


CHAP, 


CHAP.  IV, 

Of  the  MAL  d ’  ALEPPO. 

A  Cutaneous  difeafe,  thought  by  fome  to  be  pecu¬ 
liar  to  this  place,  has  acquired  the  name  of 
II  mal  (T  Aleppo ,  or  Aleppo  evil>  among  the  Europeans . 
The  natives  call  it  Habt  il  fenney  or  Botch  of  a  yeary 
from  the  fuppofed  time  of  its  duration.  In  Turkifh , 
Haleb  Choban>  or  the  Aleppo  ulcer .  This  difeafe  is  not, 
however,  peculiar  to  this  place,  being  almoft  as  com¬ 
mon  at  Antab ,  and  all  the  other  villages  on  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  Sejour  and  Coick>  as  at  this  place ;  which 
favours  the  opinion  of  its  being  occafioned  by  the  water. 

The  natives  reckon  but  two  fpecies  of  this  difbrder, 
and  diftinguifh  them  by  the  names  of  male  and  female  ; 
but  there  is  a  third  kind  of  cutaneous  diftemper,  which, 
though  it  is  commonly  afcribed  to  the  bite  or  fling  of 
a  common  millepedes,  or  wood-loufe,  feems  to  me  to 
be  altogether  of  the  fame  nature,  though  milder  in 
degree. 

What  they  call  the  male  diftemper,  makes  its  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  form  of  a  fmall,  red,  hard 

tubercle 
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tubercle  or  pimple,  which  commonly  paffes  fome  weeks 
unregarded,  as  it  gives  no  manner  of  unealinefs  :  after¬ 
wards  it  begins  to  encreafe,  and  ufually  comes  to  the 
fize  of  an  Englifh  fixpence,  which,  after  fome  months, 
begins  to  be  fcurfy  on  the  top  ;  by  degrees  the  little 
matter  that  oozes  out  of  it,  forms  into  a  thick  crufty 
fcab  ;  which,  unlefs  it  is  picked  off,  or  otherwife  dis¬ 
turbed,  remains  upon  it  till  the  parts  underneath  be¬ 
ing  healed,  it  falls  off,  and  leaves  but  a  very  fmall 
mark.  The  whole  of  its  duration  is  feldom  above 
eight  months. 

What  is  called  the  female  fpecies  begins  like  the 
former ;  but  after  a  month  or  two  it  becomes  fome- 
what  painful,  encreafes  often  to  double  the  extent 
of  the  male,  difcharges  a  good  deal  of  the  icho¬ 
rous  matter  from  under  the  fcab,  and  by  degrees  comes 
to  have  the  appearance  of  an  indigefted  fcorbutic  ulcer, 
with  a  livid  circle  round  it ;  but  feems  to  be  no  deeper 
than  the  tunica  cellulofa.  In  this  condition  it  remains 
for  feveral  months,  and  is  in  general  about  a  year  from 
its  firft  appearance  before  it  is  cured :  but  this  is  not  a 
thing  certain,  many  getting  well  fome  months  fooner, 
while  others  remain  feveral  months  longer.  After  it 
is  cicatrifed,  it  leaves  an  ugly  fear,  which  remains 
thro’  life,  and  for  many  months  has  a  livid  colour.  When 
they  are  not  irritated,  they  feldom  give  much  pain. 
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The  third  kind  of  Mal>  which  they  call  the  pinch 
of  a  millepedes,  begins  like  the  two  others,  but  fel-, 
dom  grows  larger  than  about  twice  the  fize  of  a  large 
pin’s  head,  and  never  changes  its  appearance,  remaining 
a  fmall  tubercle  for  many  months,  without  any  pain, 
after  which,  it  ufually  throws  off  a  few  fcurfy  fcales  and 
difappears  ;  but  fome  remain  a  much  longer  time. 

It  affedts  the  natives  when  they  are  children,  and, 
generally  appears  in  the  face,  though  they  alfo  have 
fome  on  their  extremities ;  for  moft  of  them  have  two, 
three,  or  fometimes  more,  it  being  rare  that  they  have 
but  one.  In  ftrangers,  it  commonly  appears  fome 
months  after  their  arrival ;  and  they  have  them  not  fo 
frequently  on  the  face  as  the  natives :  very  few  efcape 
having  them,  but  they  feldom  affedt  the  fame  perfon 
above  once  ;  dogs  and  cats  are  as  fubjedt  to  the  dif- 
eafe  as  men;  it  commonly  breaks  out  upon  the  nofe 
of  thefe  creatures. 

In  refpedt  to  the  cure,  like  the  tooth-ach,  or  ague 

with  us,  every  one  pretends  to  an  infallible  remedy  for. 
them  ;  but  the  many  beautiful  faces,  daily  impaired 

by  the  difeafe,  are  too  evident  proofs  of  their  ill  fuc- 
cefs :  and  in  truth,  from  what  I  have  obferved,  it  is 

infinitely 
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infinitely  better  to  apply  nothing,  than  any  of  the 
numberlefs  medicines  they  make  ufe  of. 

Of  feveral  applications  that  I  made  trial  of  upon 
myfelf  and  fome  others,  I  found  the  mercurial  plaifter 
the  moft  efficacious ;  the  prefcription  was  the  fame  as 
the  Emplajlrum  commune  cu?n  mercurio ,  with  a  fmaller 
proportion  of  mercury,  and  a  little  larger  of  Balf. 
fulphur. 

* 

If  this  was  applied  at  the  beginning,  it  often  pre¬ 
vented  their  making  any  farther  progrefs ;  if  they  had 
begun  to  run,  it  hindered  them  from  increafing  fo 
much  as  they  would  otherwife  have  done,  and  gene¬ 
rally  cured  them  before  their  ufual  time.  This  is  to 
be  underftood  of  that  called  the  female  ;  for  the  male, 
as  well  as  the  third  kind,  feldom  require  any  medi¬ 
cinal  application. 

The  reader,  it  is  hoped,  is  now  no  longer  a  ftranger 
to  moft  of  the  particulars  relating  to  Aleppo ;  but  I 
cannot  conclude  thefe  ffieets,  without  rendering  juftice 
to  their  natural  patrons,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Britijh 
faftory  there,  who  ftill  maintain  that  excellent  cha¬ 
racter,  for  which  they  have  been  long  celebrated,  of 
mitigating  the  inconveniences  that  neceffarily  attend 
their  refidence  in  that  city,  by  the  perfect  harmony  in 

M  m  which 
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which  they  live,  and  improving  every  circumftance  of 
advantage  by  the  lame  focial  quality,  of  which,  having 
been  fo  long  witnefs,  and  in  which  being  fo  much 
a  partaker,  I  make  no  doubt,  the  public  will  receive 
with  candor,  this  teftimony  which  gratitude  requires. 
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A. 

/  r  t 

yfIR>  how  regulated  in  the  plague,  page  246. 

Aleppo ,  its  buildings  inferior  to  no  Turkifh  city,  1.  Its  fituation, 
ibid.  2,  and  extent  2.  Its  buildings  defcribed,  2 — 5.  Streets, 

markets,  and  other  conveniencies,  5,  6.  Water  and  fuel,  7.  Adjacent 
country,  S.  Latitude  and  longitude,  9,  10.  Seafons,  12,13.  Rains 
and  winds,  14,  15.  Soil,  culture,  and  produce,  15,  16,  17.  Different 
religions  profefled  there,  77,  119.  Number  of  inhabitants,  77.  Lan¬ 
guages,  78.  Perfons  of  different  fexes  defcribed,  ibid.  79.  Drefs,  79, 
100,  101.  Difpofitions,  ibid.  80.  Food,  80,  81.  Ceremonies  and 
entertainments  of  vifits,  82,83.  Bagnios,  84—88.  Manner  of  travel¬ 
ling,  89.  Time  and  manner  of  deeping,  ibid.  90.  Amufements  or 
diverfions,  91,  92,  93.  Mufic  andmufical  inffruments  of  various  kinds, 
93 — 96.  Education  and  literature,  96,  97.  Phyfic  and  phyficians,  98, 
99,  100.  Manner  of  painting  their  beards,  eye-lids,  and  other  parts  of 
the  body,  102,  103.  Ornaments  of  their  women,  ibid.  104.  Military 
and  civil  government,  120,  12 1.  Capital  and  other  punifhments,  121, 
122.  Different  fe£ls  of  chriflians,  77,  123. 

Animals  about  Aleppo  ufed  for  food,  an  account  of,  50—56.  For  burden, 
56)  57,  58.  Noxious,  &c.  59—63. 

Anodynes ,  ufed  in  the  plague,  246. 

Antelopes ,  two  kinds  about  Aleppo,  defcribed,  54.  How  caught  by  fal¬ 
cons,  67. 

Apoplexies  at  Aleppo  commonly  end  in  hemiplegias,  220.  Several  die  fud- 

denly  of  them,  223. 

Arab  Camel ,  an  account  of,  57. 

- HorfeSy  valued  for  their  fleetnefs,  58. 

Arabia  Deferta,^ lefcribed,  1 1 . 

Armenians ,  their  lents,  and  how  kept,  124. 

Afsy  two  kinds  of  in  Syria,  58.  Both  of  confiderable  uie  mere.  Uni. 

Aftrology ,  niuch  regarded  by  the  Turks,  96. 
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B. 

Bagnios  of  Aleppo  defcribed,  84,  85.  How  u fed  by  the  men,  85,  86; 
and  by  the  women,  87,  88.  Entertainments  of,  87. 

Baraban ,  a  large  falcon  uied  for  hawking  at  Aleppo,  67. 

Bazar.  See  market. 

Beards ,  the  method  of  dying  them  ufed  by  the  Turks,  102. 

Beef,  not  much  ufed  by  the  Turks  or  Jews  at  Aleppo,  50.  Why  bed 
there  in  the  fummer,  ibid. 

Bees ,  cultivated  about  Aleppo,  62. 

Birds  about  Aleppo  at  different  feafons,  64 — 72.  The  locuft  bird,  de¬ 
fcribed,  70. 

Bittern ,  a  remarkable  fort  of,  defcribed,  71,  72. 

Black- fifh,  ry  plentiful  at  Aleppo,  73.  A  defeription  of,  ibid.  74. 

Bleeding ,  fcarce  ever  performed  on  children  at  Aleppo,  201.  What  ufed 
in  place  of  it,  ibid.  Its  ufe  in  the  plague,  242,  245. 

Blijlering ,  the  people  at  Aleppo  very  averfe  to,  201,  248.  Its  ufe  in  the 
plague,  248. 

Buboes ,  Peftilential,  their  firft  appearance,  progrefs,  and  cure,  231,  234, 
237,  238,  248,  249. 

Buffaloes ,  plenty  of  in  Syria,  51  :  but  few  near  Aleppo,  ibid. 

Buffoons ,  ufed  in  all  merry-makings  by  the  Turks,  23. 

Buildings  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  2,  3,  4,  5.  Materials  for,  fome  account 
of,  48,  49.  Are  carried  on  with  great  eafe  and  dexterity,  49. 

Burgle ,  a  food  at  Aleppo,  defcribed,  123. 

Butter ,  how  fupplied  at  Aleppo,  53.  Commonly  bad,  ibid. 

C. 

Camels,  of  great  ufe  in  Syria,  56.  Four  forts  defcribed,  ibid. 

Carbuncles  in  the  plague  defcribed,  233,  239.  Method  of  cure,  249,  250* 

Cats,  dangerous  animals  in  the  time  of  a  plague,  255. 

Cheaux  at  Aleppo,  who  132. 

Chincough ,  a  difeafe  frequent  among  children,  217.  [Its  fymptoms  and 
cure,  201,  217. 

Chingcnas,  a  race  of  people  among  the  Turks,  defcribed,  104.  Bring  the 
plague  to  Aleppo,  191. 

Chriflians ,.  number  of  at  Aleppo,  77.  Different  fe<5ts,  ibid.  Manner  of 
living,  123,  1 '4,  125.  Of  burying  and  mourning,  130. 

Coaches,  none  ufed  at  Aleppo,  89. 

Coffee,  in  high  efteem  at  Aleppo,  21.  Ceremonies  of  at  a  vifit,  ibid . 

Coffee- houfes  frequented  only  by  the  vulgar  at  Aleppo,  91. 

Coic  river  near  Aleppo  defcribed,  8,  9. 

Colleges ,  a  number  of  infignificant  ones  at  Aleppo,  96,  9,7. 

4  Cordials 
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Cordials  and  diaphoretic  medicines,  the  mod  efficacious  in  the  plague,  243, 
244,  246. 

Cotton  produced  in  Syria,  18. 

Courjing ,  in  great  edeem  among  the  people  of  faffiion  at  Aleppo,  67* 

Crabs ,  abundance  of  at  Aleppo,  7 7. 

Curds ,  a  race  of  people  in  Syria,  fome  account  of  them,  250. 

D. 

Dancing ,  not  edeemed  a  faffiionable  accompliffiment  among  the  Turks,  92. 
Diarrhoeas  and  Dyfenteries ,  frequent  at  Aleppo,  192*  200,  203.  Their 
fymptoms  and  cure,  192.  In  the  plague,  236. 

Difeafes  epidemical,  at  Aleppo,  from  1742  to  1747,  inclufive  *  fome  ac¬ 
count  of,  190 — 212.  In  J752*  212—218.  In  1753’  2I^  223. 

Divan  among  the  Turks  defcribed,  4. 

Dogs  of  feveral  kinds,  in  great  plenty  at  Aleppo,  60.  Not  fubject  to 
madnefs,  ibid. 

Dromedary ,  a  bead  of  burden  in  Syria,  an  account  of,  57* 

Druggoman  at  Aleppo,  who,  132. 

Dyfentery ,  produced  from  bad  bread,  212. 

E. 


Emeers  among  the  Turks,  who,  122.  Their  priviledges,  ibid. 

Englifh  at  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  135. 

Europeans  at  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  132,  133,  134-  why  not  fo  liable 
to  epidemics  as  the  natives,  138.  Subject  to  a  fever  on  their  fird 

Exercifes,  little  ufed  among  the  Turks,  88.  Some  of  them  defcribed,  89, 


;> 
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Falcons.  See  Hawking.  , 

Fever ,  acute  at  Aleppo,  190.  Its  fymptoms  and  method  or  cure,  ibid. 

Intermittent,  its  progrefs  and  cure,  99,  200,  202.  Inflammatory  among 
children,  201.  Method  of  cure,  ibid.  Malignant,  202,  Symptoms  and 
cure,  203.  Putrid,  its  fymptoms,  206,  207.  Cure,  207.'  A  diflerent 
kind  of  fatal  fever,  207.  Its  fymptoms,  208,  209.  Cure,  209,  210. 
Continual,  2.2,  213,  218,  219,  220.  Symptoms  and  cure,  2 1 5,  21 6. 
Freqnent  among  children,  217.  Concomitants,  ibid.  Continual,  ot  a 
more  violent  kind,  220.  Symptoms,  220,  221.  Cure,  222.  Summer 
fever  among  children,  ibid. .  Conttinual  fever,  very  infectious^  223. 


Fever,  violent  in  the  plague,  230. 
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Fijh ,  feldom  ufed  by  the  Turks,  72.  The  different  forts  at  Aleppo,  73- -77: 

Flowers,  a  great  variety  about  Aleppo,  fome  account  of  27,  28,  29. 

Fowls ,  tame,  feveral  kinds  ufed  for  food  at  Alleppo,  63.  Thofe  of  the  game 
kind,  63,  64,  65. 

Foxes ,  found  in  Syria,  60. 

French ,  their  number  at  Aleppo,  132. 

AWgj  are  in  great  abundance  about  Aleppo,  55.  Ufed  for  food  by  the 
chriftians,  56.  Some  tree-frogs,  63. 

Fruits ,  various  kinds  about  Aleppo,  an  account  of,  20,  21,  22,  29. 

Fuel ,  at  Aleppo,  account  of,  7. 

Funeral  rites  and  fervice  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  1 15— 119. 

Furunculi  at  Aleppo,  frequent,  222. 

G. 

Games ,  of  what  kinds  ufed  at  Aleppo,  91.  Not  praflifed  for  money  by 
the  Turks,  92. 

Gardens  about  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  9. 

Goats ,  two  kinds  about  Alep:  o,  52,  53.  Ufed  chiefly  for  their  milk,  53. 

Gonorrhea,  the  Turks  ignorant  of  its  nature  or  the  cure,  143. 

Goofe ,  a  diftemper  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  140,  141.  Its  cure,  141. 

Greeks ,  the  moft  numerous  fedt  of  chriftians  at  Aleppo.  77.  Some  ac¬ 
count  of  their  manner  of  living,  123  Of  their  lent  or  faff-days,  ibid. 

Greyhounds  about  Aleppo  defcribed,  6r. 

Gypfum ,  in  fmall  quantities  produced  in  Syria,  49.  Its  uf z,'ibid. 

IT. 

Haleb.  See  Aleppo. 

Hara  and  Harem  among  the  Turks,  what,  1 14,  115. 

Hares  in  great  plenty  about  Aleppo,  55.  A  particular  method  of  drefling 
them  by  the  Arabs,  ibid.  Hares  caught  by  the  hawks  frequently 
there,  67. 

Hattat ,  a  compofltion  ufed  by  the  natives  for  dying  fome  parts'  of  their 
bodies,  102.  Its  compofltion,  ibid. 

Hawking ,  in  great  repute  among  the  people  of  fafhion  at  Aleppo,  67. 
Several  kinds  of  defcribed,  ibid.  68. 

Hemp ,  how  ufed  by  the  Turks  for  intoxicating,  83.  Its  effe&s  how 
flopped,  ibid. 

Henna ,  how  ufed  by  the  Turks  in  dying  their  hands  and  feet,  103,  104. 

Herbs-pot ,  and  other  kinds  about  Aleppo,  an  account  of  at  different  feafons 
in  the  gardens,  23 — 26;  and  in  the  fields,  27. 

Hogs ,  wild,  a  rarity  at  Aleppo,  55, 

^  Horfes 
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Horfes ,  different  kinds  about  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  58. 

Hofpitality,  much  pradlifed  at  Aleppo,  119. 

Houfes.  See  Buildings. 

Hyenas,  found  in  the  mountains  of  Syria,  59.  An  account  of  a  diffedtion 
of  one,  ibid.  The  (lory  of  its  imitating  the  human  voice  ground- 
lefs,  ibid. 

I. 

Jackalls  in  great  plenty  about  Aleppo,  60. 

Jareed,  an  offenfive  weapon  among  the  Turks,  and  its  ufe  defcribed,  89. 

Jerboa ,  a  wild  bead  found  in  the  mountains  of  Syria,  61. 

Jews ,  number  of  at  Aleppo,  77.  Their  manner  of  living  there,  130.  Of 
treating  their  poor,  13 1.  Farfts,  ibid.  A  particular  ceremony  of  their 
weddings,  132.  .  Burying  and  mourning,  ibid.  Suffer  greatly  by  a 
plague  at  Aleppo,  192;  and  by  the  fmall-pox,  194. 

Inocculation ,  not  much  pradtifed  at  Aleppo,  194.  Their  injudicious  man¬ 
ner  of  performing  it,  194,  T95- 

Infers  about  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  61,  62,  63. 

Ifmed ,  a  powder  ufed  by  the  natives  for  blacking  the  infide  of  their  eye¬ 
lids,  102. 


K. 

Kata ,  a  remarkable  bird  very  plentiful  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  64,  65. 
Kennafy ,  a  kind  of  food  ufed  by  the  Turks  defcribed,  107. 

Khans  or  Caravan  Seraijs  at  Aleppo,  an  account  of,  5. 

Kiojks  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  4. 


L. 

Lapwing,  a  remarkable  kind  of,  defcribed,  72. 

Leban ,  a  favourite  difh  among  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  what,  54. 

Lents ,  various,  of  the  different  fedts  of  chriftians  at  Aleppo,  123,  124. 
Letters  or  Papers ,  the  manner  of  fmoaking  them  to  prevent  communicate 
ing  infedtion,  257. 

Lime-fione  in  plenty  near  Aleppo,  49. 

Lizards  in  great  abundance  in  Syria,  63. 

Locks  made  of  wood  at  Aleppo,  6. 

Locujls,  in  vaft  numbers,  do  great  mifehief  in  Syria,  62.  Are  ufed  for  food 
by  the  Arabs,  ibid . 
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M. 

Mahommcdans ,  their  number  at  Aleppo,  77.  Their  fuppofed  fuperiority 
over  all  other  profeffions,  79. 

Mai  d* Aleppo y  what,  142,  262,  263,  264.  Dogs  and  cats  fubjed  to  it, 
264.  Cure,  264,  265. 

Market-places  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  5,  6. 

Maronites ,  their  Tent  and  faft-days  at  Aleppo,  123: 

Marriages  very  early  at  Aleppo,  78.  How  brought  about  among  the 
Turks,  in.  Ceremonies  of,  112,  113.  A  Maronite  wedding  defcribed 
125 — 129. 

Meajles ,  Sydenham’s  defcription  and  method  of  cure  the  bell,  21 1.  The 
bad  pradice  at  Aleppo  in  this  difeafe,  ibid. 

Metals ,  none  found  in  Syria,  47. 

Milk ,  how  fupplied  at  Aleppo,  53.  Generally  very  bad,  ibid. 

Mofques  at  Aleppo,  fome  account  of,  5. 

Mourning  not  worn  at  Aleppo,  118. 

Muftee ,  his  account  of  the  Mahommedan  faith,  119. 

Mufic ,  and  Mufical  Infiruments  of  various  kinds  ufed  at  Aleppo,  defcribed, 
93 — 96. 

Myjlusy  two  fpecies  of  fifhes  under  that  name  defcribed,  76,  77. 

N.  ;  .  .  •  v*;  n: 

Nitrous  medicines,  their  ufe  in  the  plague,  245. 

o.  ;  '  : 

Oil  of  feveral  kinds  plentifully  produced  in  Syria,  18,  19.  The  bad  con- 
fequence  of  eating  too  plentifully  of  it,  141. 

Ophthalmia  very  common  at  Aleppo,  and  why,  137.  A  particular  kind  of 
it  defcribed,  222. 

Opium  not  fo  generally  ufed  by  the  Turks  as  is  reported,  83.  Different  me¬ 
thods  of  ufing  it,  83,  84.  Its  effeds  84. 

Orontes ,  the  moft  confiderable  river  in  Syria,  defcribed,  1 1. 

Ounce*)  a  wild  bead,  found  on  the  mountains  of  Syria,  6i. 

P. 

Phthifis ,  air  of  Aleppo  bad  for  it,  143. 

Phy/tc,  -  and  Phyjiciansy  very  imperfed  among  the  Turks,  97,  98.  Their 
pradice  trifling,  99,  100. 

-  Pigeonsy 
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Pigeons,  feveral  kinds  about  Aleppo,  account  of,  65,  66.  Some  employed 
as  carriers,  how  trained,  66. 

Pipes  for  fmoaking  tobacco,  different  forts  of  the  Turks  and  Perfians  de- 
feribed,  82,  83. 

Plague  brought  to  Aleppo,  192.  Its  fymptoms,  ibid,  and  method  of  cure, 

192,  193.  Another  plague,  and  its  progrefs,  197,  198,  199.  Another, 
201,  202.  From  whence  commonly  brought,  and  which  the  worft,  225. 
Intervals,  225,  226.  Progrefs,  226.  Its  force  in  different  feafons,  226, 
227.  Not  fo  violent  as  in  Europe,  227.  Its  violence  checked  by  heat, 
227,  228.  Not  influenced  by  the  moon,  228.  Relapfe  of  the  diftemper 
frequent,  ibid.  The  caufe  of  numerous  and  terrible  diftreffes,  228,  229’. 
Symptoms  various  in  different,  and  fometimes  in  the  fame  perfons,  229. 
Its  general  appearance  and  fymptoms,  229 — 234.  Crifis,  234.  Uncer¬ 
tain  prognoftics,  235.  Other  fymptoms,  235 — 240.  Different  opinions 
about  the  method  of  cure,  whence,  240.  The  manner  of  treating  it,  242. 
That  which  was  moft  fuccefsful,  242 — 250.  Method  ufed  by  the  Euro¬ 
peans  for  their  prefervation  from  it,  250 — 255.  Manner  of  (butting  up, 
25 5 — 258.  Precautions  after  it,  259.  Sudden  both  in  its  increafe  and 
decreafe,  259.  Rules  to  be  obferved  by  thofe  who  are  among  the  in¬ 
fected,  260,  261. 

Plants,  a  great  variety  of,  produced  about  Aleppo  at  different  feafons,  fome 
account  of  them,  30  —  46. 

Pleurifies  frequent  at  Aleppo,  196.  Concomitant  fymptoms,  and  method 
of  cure,  196,  203. 

Ploughs  and  Ploughing  about  Aleppo  deferibed,  16. 

Porcupines ,  a  few  about  Aleppo,  55.  Are  fometimes  ate  by  the  Euro¬ 
peans,  ibid. 

Pox ,  Small,  of  different  kinds  at  Aleppo,  193.  Several  of  their  fymptoms, 

193,  194.  Method  of  cure,  194,  204,  205,  206. 

Prayers,  ftated  times  of,  among  the  Turks,  107.  Thefe  very  exaftly  ob¬ 
ferved  by  them,  1 19. 

Purging,  its  ufe  in  the  plague,  242,  243. 

Pulfe,  its  ftate  in  the  plague,  230,  231. 

Qi 

Quinfies,  inflammatory,  frequent  at  Aleppo,  191,  203. 

R. 

Rabbits ,  fome  tame  ones  kept  at  Aleppo,  4 5- 

Ramadan ,  a  moveable  feafl  among  the  Turks,  an  account  of,  and  how 
kept,  108. 

N  □  Reptiles , 

» 


INDEX. 

Reptiles ,  account  of  feveral  about  Aleppo,  6 i,  62. 

Rheumatifms  frequent  at  Aleppo,  196.  Concomitant  fymptoms,  and  me¬ 
thod  of  cure,  ibid. 

Rotoloe,  a  Turkifh  weight,  what,  56. 

S. 

Salt,  valley  of,  defcribed,  49,  50. 

Scorpion ,  and  Scolopendra ,  frequent  about  Aleppo,  62.  Their  fling  not 
mortal,  ibid. 

Seafons  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  12 — 16. 

Sefy ,  a  large  falcon  for  hawking,  defcribed,  67. 

Serpents  of  various  kinds  abound  about  Aleppo,  61. 

Shaheen ,  a  remarkable  fmall  falcon  ufed  in  hawking,  68.  How  they  catch 
the  larged  eagles,  ib. 

Sheeb,  among  the  Turks,  what,  114. 

Sheep ,  different  forts  about  Aleppo,  account  of,  51.  One  kind  with  a  re¬ 
markable  large  tail  defcribed,  51,  52.  Skin  of  this  tail  ufed  medici¬ 
nally,  ibid. 

Sheera.  See  Hemp. 

Shooting ,  as  a  fport,  rarely  ufed  at  Aleppo,  67. 

Shutting-up ,  a  prefervative  from  the  plague,  252.  How  pra&ifed  at  Alep¬ 
po,.  255. 

Silk-worms  not  much  cultivated  near  Aleppo,  62. 

Simack  il  inglefe,  a  remarkable  kind  of  fifh,  defcribed,  75,  76. 

Slaves ,  well  ufed  at  Aleppo,  1 1 3. 

Smoaking  tobacco,  feveral  methods  ufed  by  the  Turks  and  Perfians,  82,  83. 
Snakes,  large,  white,  inoffenfive  fnakes  found  in  the  houfes  about  Alep¬ 
po,  62. 

Sail  about  Aleppo  defcribed,  1 5,  47,  48. 

Sweating,  a  critical  fymptom  in  the  plague,  243,  247. 

Syria,  a  general  view  of  that  country,  10,  11. 

Syrians,  their  Lent  and  fad-days  at  Aleppo,  123. 

T. 

Thirft,  fometimes  violent  in  the  plague,  236. 

Toads,  very  rare  about  Aleppo,  63. 

Tobacco,  cultivated  in  Syria,  17.  A  pipe  of  tobacco  part  of  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  a  vifit,  81.  Is  fmoaked  to  excefs  by  mod  people  at  Aleppo,  82. 
Different  ways  of  fmoaking  it,  82*  83. 

Tongue,  its  date  in  the  plague,  235,  236. 

Trees,  feveral  kinds  of,  about  Aleppo,  22,  23. 
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I  N  D  E  X. 

'Turkman  camel  defcribed,  56. 

Turks ,  number  of,  at  Aleppo,  77.  Their  manner  of  living,  105 — 109. 
Courtfhips  and  marriages,  in,  112,  113.  Slaves,  1 1 3.  Women,  how 
treated,  113,  114,  115.  Funerals,  funeral-fervice,  and  mourning,  115 
— 1 1 8.  Religion,  and  remarkable  hofpitality  and  charity  to  the  poor, 
1 19. 

Turtle-land  abound  about  Aleppo,  55.  Ufed  for  food,  55,  56. 

Tygers  found  on  the  mountains  of  Syria,  61. 

V,  U. 

Vifits ,  ceremonies  and  entertainments  of,  at  Aleppo,  81. 

Vomiting  a  fymptom  of  the  plague,  236.  Advantages  of  it  in  that  diftem* 
per,  242,  245- 

Urine ,  its  appearance  in  the  plague,  230. 

W. 


Water  plentiful  at  Aleppo,  7.  ,  ttc  r 

Weather  at  Aleppo,  genera!  obfervations  on  it,  i45>  }\7\  Uluat 

through  the  different  months  of  the  year,  148 — 157.  During  the  years 
i742  to  1747  inclufive,  158— 166.  A  more  particular  journal  of  the 
weather  for  the  years  1752  and  1 753,  167 — 189.  The  method  and  m- 
ftruments  ufed  in  keeping  it,  146*  i47>  I^7» 

Winds  at  Aleppo,  account  of,  14,  15. 

Wines ,  and  Vineyards  about  Aleppo,  fome  account  or,  19,  20. 

Winter ,  at  Aleppo,  fhort  and  moderate,  12. 

Wolves  are  of  a  fmaller  kind  than  thole  in  Europe,  60. 

Women  at  Aleppo  defcribed,  78,  79.  Their  early  marriages,  78  E*<y  la¬ 
bours  in  childbed,  79.  Of  all  conditions  fuckle  their  own  children,  ibid. 
Their  manner  of  ufmg  the  bagnio,  87,  88.  Method  of  travelling,  89. 
Few  except  proftitutes  paint,  102.  Black  the  infide  of Them  eye-lid,  >°2» 
102.  Dve  their  feet  and  hands  with  henna,  103.  Wear  a  ring  through 
their  noftril,  104.  Other  ornaments,  ibid.  Are  kept  much  at  home, 
0n  ;hat  occafion  fuffered  to  go  abroad,  .13,  114-  Mourning 
for  the  dead,  1 1 5,  118.  Attend  their  hufbands  as  fervants  at  table,  1 29. 

Appear  veiled  before  ftrangers,  130. 

Wreftlers ,  employed  to  perform  at  Turkilh  entertainments,  92,, 

Z. 

Zanous,  a  fmall  falcon  ufed  in  hawking,  68. 
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ERRATA. 

lin.  5.  place  of  not  touch  the  wall,  read  not  to  touch 

the  wall. 

in  place  of  June  and  Auguft,  read  June,  July,  and  Auguft. 

foon  evaporated,  read  foon  evaporated  by  the 
fummer’s  heat. 

barley,  flour,  &c.  read  barleyflour. 
that  come,  &c.  read  come, 
that  there  many  amongft,  read  that  there  are 
many  amongft. 
eat  gain,  read  eat  again. 

Gr.  H.  Bar.  22.  3,  read  29.  3. 

he  dare,  read  he  dares. 

it  is  not  unufual,  read  it  is  unufual. 

Pierian  mountains,  read  mountains  Amanus. 


Phlomis  orientalis  homini  folio,  read  Phlomis 
orientalis  hormini  folio. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  Few  years  ago  it  was  reported,  that  the  College  of 
Phyficians  in  London  had  it  under  confideration  to 
admit  perfons  delirous  ofpra&ifing  phyfic  as  Licentiates,  upon 
an  examination  in  Englifh. 

This  was  done,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  introduce  into  this 
rank  men  of  little  or  no  education,  in  order  to  depreciate 
the  characters  of  many  whowere  in  fome  efteem  with  the 

*  ' 

An  attempt  of  this  nature  could  not  but  alarm  thofe  who 
were  immediately  to  be  affeCted  by  it,  and  who  felt  the  de- 
figned  indignity. 

Several  of  thefe  met  together,  compared  the  accounts  they 
had  received,  and  found  there  was  too  much  truth  in  the  re¬ 
ports,  to  fuffer  them  any  longer  to  remain  inattentive  to  de~ 
figns  fo  prejudicial. 

It  was  refolved  to  call  the  Licentiates  in  general  toge- 
ther,  to  acquaint  them  with  their  fituaticn,  and  to  act  in- 
concert  for  their  general  fafety. 

O  ft 


Cut 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


But  this  was  not  all  ;  thofe  who  embarked  in  this  affair, 
had  at  heart  not  only  the  honour  of  their  profeflion,  but  its 
public  utility  ;  not  only  to  emancipate  themfelves  from  an 
authority,  which  appeared  to  them  in  the  light  of  ufurpation, 
but  to  eftablifh  the  faculty  upon  a  folid  and  liberal  founda- 

•  4  •  ♦  ► 

tion. 

Blow  far  their  endeavours  may  fucceed,  is  uncertain. 
But  of  one  thing  they  are  fure  ;  they  promote  harmony 
amongft  themfelves,  excite  to  an  honourable  emulation  ;  and 
whatever  may  be  their  fate,  will  give  proofs  by  the  recti¬ 
tude  of  their  conduct,  and  an  exertion  of  their  abilities, 
that  they  are  not  unworthy  of  the  higheft  honours  in  their 
profeflion. 

Philanthropy  is  infeparable  from  good  minds.  This  led 
them  very  early  to  refolve,  that  honourable  mention  fliould 
be  made  of  their  colleagues  after  their  deceafe.  It  has  fallen 
to  my  lot,  by  appointment  of  the  foeiety,  to  perform  this 
office.  If  my  abilities  had  been  equal  to  my  friendfhip  for 
the  deceafed,  or  to  his  defert,  the  reader  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  much  fatisfadtion  in  perilling  the  following  pages. 


The  AUTHOR, 


(  1  } 


Gentlemen , 

WHEN  it  was  firft  propoled  in  this  Affembly,  to  pre- 
ferve.the  memory  of  fuch  of  our  affociates,  as  had 
deferved  well  of  the  public,  and  thereby  done  honour  to  the 
community  of  which  we  are  members,  I  little  expected  it 
would  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  fo  foon  to  have  performed  this 
mournful  office  for  one,  who  in  refpect  of  vigour  of  con- 
ftitution,  temperance,  and  juft  management  of  his  health, 
was  inferior  to  none,  fuperior  to  moft  amongft  us. 

Accuftomed  as  we  are  to  fee  the  ravages  of  that  hand, 
which  removes  the  generations  of  men,  ftrong  and  weak, 
rich  and  poor,  the  ignorant  and  the  wife,  like  the  herbage 
that  falls  promifcuoufly  before  the  fcythe,  not  one  could  re¬ 
frain  the  unaffected  figh,  fcarcely  the  tear,  when  it  was 
known  that  our  Rujfell  was  no  more  !  The  tender  remem¬ 
brance  of  friendfhip  yet  lives  in  every  breaft ;  we  mourn 
without  form  ;  we  fee  and  feel  the  void  his  fall  has  left, 
and  which  only  time  can  mitigate,  and  a  reiignation  to  the 

B  ‘  dif- 


(  2  ) 

difpenfations  of  that  Power  which  orders  all  things  with 
unerring  Wifdom,  and  Goodnefs  beyond  our  compre- 
henfion. 

t  .  ' 

Unpradifed  in  the  language  of  Eulogy,  and  unequal  to 
the  charge  you  have  committed  to  me,  allow  me  to  befpeak 
your  utmofl  candour  and  condefcenfion,  and  think  him  not 
unworthy  of  your  indulgence,  who,  in  obedience  to  your 
commands,  attempts  to  place  before  you,  though  in  an  im¬ 
perfect  manner,  the  idea  of  the  companion  you  deplore. 

We  wifh  to  know  the  mod  minute  particulars  in  the 
lives  of  thofe,  when  they  are  removed,  who  have  become 
dear  to  us,  either  from  a  fimilitude  of  manners,  fimilar 
ftudies,  a  long  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  friendfhip,  or  any 
other  of  thofe  ftrong  connections  that  tend  to  cement  indi¬ 
viduals  together  in  fociety.  In  infancy,  almoft  in  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  youth  and  adolefcence,  many  traits  are  often  obferv- 
able,  that  ftrongly  mark  the  future  character  of  the  man. 
The  relation  of  incidents,  of  no  confequence  in  themfelves, 
viewed  in  this  light,  affords  us  fatisfaCtion,  when  we  recoi¬ 
led  them  as  the  early  prefages  of  future  worth  :  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  our  colleague  having  commenced  at  a 
later  period,  prevents  any  narrative  of  this  kind.  I  have 
learned,  however,  that  modefty,  diligence,  and  propriety  of 
condud,  accompanied  him  from  early  infancy  ;  beloved  by 

his 


(  3  ) 

his  intimates,  eftcemed  by  bis  friends,  leldom  making  an 
enemy,  never  lofing  a  friend,  by  his  own  mifcondud. 

He  was  early  devoted  to  medicine  by  his  father  ;*  a  per- 
fon  of  great  eminence  as  a  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
and  ftngularly  happy  in  having  feven  of  his  fons  that  lived  to 
be  men  ;  not  one  of  whom,  by  milbehaving,  ever  gave  him 
caufe  of  a  moment’s  difquietude  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  juft  reputation  they  acquired,  made  all  good  men  re¬ 
joice  that  he  had  fuch  a  family,  and  fo  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  by  fo  many  good  qualities. 

Our  colleague,  after  having  gone  through  his  grammatical 
ftudies  with  reputation  in  the  high  fchool  at  Edinburgh,  and 
fpent  two  years  after  this  in  the  Univerftty,  was  placed  with 
his  uncle,  who  was  then  one  of  the  moil  eminent  practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  city,  in  order  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  the 
firft  rudiments  of  medicine.  In  the  years  1732,  3  and  4, 

he 


*  The  concifenefs  of  the  author  refpedting  the  character  of  the  Doctor’s  father,  in  all  pro  ¬ 
bability  arofe  from  an  apprehenfion  of  endangering  his  own  credit,  or  at  lealb  of  iubjedting 
himfelf  to  the  imputation  of  credulity,  had  he  further  enlarged  upon  it. 

For  how  few  would  believe,  that  a  moft  fond  indulgent  father  could,  in  his  own  houfe, 
manage  a  very  numerous  family  of  children,  all  boys,  and  bring  up  feven  of  them  to  man  s 
eftate,  without  ever  giving  a  blow,  or  even  ufmg  a  harfh  expreffion  ;  and  yet  preferved  a 
moie  perfect  obedience  in  them,  than  can  be  produced  by  any  bodily  pain  ?  Such  education 
is  liberal  in  the  trueft  fenfe  of  the  word. 

This  worthy  man,  though  he  lived  to  the  age  of  86,  was  to  the  lafb  attended,  whenever 
he  pleafed  (which  was  almoft  all  day  long)  with  chearful  company  of  both  fexes,  and  of  all 
ages ;  retained  his  faculties  and  amiable  temper,  was  never  angry,  and  preferved  his  chear- 
fulnefs  and  fpirits  to  the  laft. 


(  4  ) 

he  continued  his  medical  ftudies  under  the  profeffors,  who 
at  that  time  fo  ably  filled  the  feveral  chairs  of  phyfic  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
character  which  ranks  it  in  the  public  efteem  fuperior  to 
moil  others  in  Europe. 

»  •  <  '  .  ,  « 

Though  there  had  long  been  profeflorfhips  for  medicine  in 
that  place,  and  feveral  attempts  had  been  made  to  introduce 
a  general  courfe  of  medical  inftru&ion,  it  was  not  till  about 
the  year  1720,  that  this  univerfity  diftinguifhed  itfelf.  Se¬ 
veral  gentlemen,  who  had  ftudied  under  Boerhaave,  with  a 
view  to  revive  the  ftudy  of  medicine  in  their  native  country 
where  it  had  formerly  flourifhed,  qualified  themfelves  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  courfes  of  public  lectures  on  every  branch 
of  their  profeflion.  The  celebrated  Monro  taught  anatomy, 
after  having  ftudied  it  for  feveral  years  under  the  ableft 
mailers  then  in  Europe  *.  The  theory  of  phyfic  was  aftigned 
to  the  amiable,  the  humane  Dr.  Sinclair  ;  Drs.  Rutherford 
and  Innes  chofe  the  praElice  ;  chemifry  was  allotted  to  Dr . 
Plunvner ,  and  the  teaching  the  materia  7nedica ,  together  with 
botany ,  (of  which  laft  he  was  appointed  King’s  profeffor)  de¬ 
volved  upon  the  learned  and  indefatigable  Alflon .  The  city 
of  Edinburgh  favoured  the  generous  defign,  added  to  the  fa- 
laries  allotted  from  the  crown,  and  provided  as  fuitable  con- 
yeniencies  as  the  place  would  at  that  time  afford. 


*  Dr.  Doug] afs  of  London,  Albinus,  the  elder,  of  Leyden,  and  Winflow  at  Paris. 
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They  had  no  fooner  opened  their  refpe&ive  profeffor  flaps, 
than  many  ftudents  of  their  own  nation,  fome  from  England, 
from  Ireland,  and  not  long  after  from  the  Plantations  like- 
wife,  flocked  thither.  This  ftimulated  the  profeifors  to  ex-- 
ert  their  great  talents  with  the  utmoft  energy  ;  profeffor  Mon¬ 
ro's  clafs  foon  became  numerous  ;  and  the  anatomy  of  the 
bones,  of  the  nerves,  and  his  other  pieces,  will  long  remain 
as  teftimonies  of  his  great  abilities,  when  the  grateful  regard 
of  the  multitude  of  thofe  who  ftudied  under  him,  and  were 
witneffes  of  his  Angular  attention  to  inftruft  and  encourage 
his  pupils,  as  well  as  to  a£t  the  part  of  a  parent  to  every 
ftranger,  fails  of  exprefflon.  With  what  grace  and  elegance, 
with  what  minutenefs  and  preciflon,  would  the  humane,  the 
inimitable  Sinclair  explain  the  inftitutes  of  the  matter,  whofe 
nervous  Amplicity  he  ftudied  to  exemplify,  though  not  with 
fervile  imitation  ?  Where  he  differed  in  opinion  from  that 
crreat  man,  with  what  diffidence  would  he  offer  his  own  ? 
Ever  the  ftudent’s  friend,  and  their  example,  in  a  noble  Am¬ 
plicity  of  manners,  and  a  conduct  becoming  the  gentleman 
and  the  phyAcian. 

Doctor  Rutherford  ftill  enjoys  his  country’s  praife,  and 

the  lafting  efteem  of  all  his  pupils.  P lummcr  is  no  more  ! 

He  knew  chemiftry  well.  Laborious,  attentive,  and  exaff. 

Had  not  a  native  diffidence  veil’d  his  talents,  as  a  piaelectoi, 

he  would  have  been  among  the  foremoft  in  the  pupils  efteem  : 

Such  was  the  gentlenefs  of  his  nature  ;  fuch  his  univei  fal 

q  know- 
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knowledge,  that  in  any  difputed  point  of  fcience,  the  grea^ 
Maclaurin  always  appealed  to  him,  as  to  a  living  library  >  and 
yet  fo  great  his  modefty,  that  he  fpoke  to  young  audiences* 
upon  a  fubje£t  he  was  perfectly  mailer  of,  not  without  hefi-* 


tation. 


Alflon ,  the  laborious  Aljlon ,  will  live  for  ages.  What 
benefit  his  pupils  had  the  means  of  reaping,  will  beft  be 
known  when  his  Lectures,  now  in  the  prefs,  are  publifhed  •f'  • 
What  care  to  feparate  truth  from  falihood !  how  cautious  in 
advancing  fpeculation !  how  laborious  in  experiment,  and 
chafte  m  forming  his  conclufions !  The  numerous  M.  S. 
copies,  that  were  taken  by  his  pupils  of  his  lectures,  are  fuf- 
ficient  proofs  of  their  opinion  of  his  abilities.. 

But  while  I  am  thus  attempting  to  pay  my  tribute 
of  gratitude  to  the  memories  of  thofe  eminent  profeflors,  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  feminary  of  phyfic,whofe  reputation 
has  fince  drawn  ftudents  from  every  nation  in  Europe,  let  me 
not  forget  the  learned,  the  able,  the  laborious  Innes.  Tho’ 
I  was  not  fo  happy  as  to  be  of  the  number  of  his  pupils,  yet 
I  can  well  remember  the  deep  regret  exprefs’d  by  many  of 
the  ftudents,  my  contemporaries,  for  his  early  and  untimely 
fate.  Often  I  have  heard  them  tell,  with  what  dignity 
with  what  clearnefs  and  precifion,  in  what  a  nervous 
mafculine  ftile,  he  ufed  to  explain  the  Aphorifms  of  his 
great  mafter.  His  colleagues,  too,  molt  deeply  lamented  the 

lofs 


f  Thefe  Lectures  are  fince  publifhed. 
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lofs  which  they  and  the  public  fuftained  by  the  death  of  fo 
able  a  coadjutor  ;  they  regretted  the  Man  whom  they  loved, 
the  Phyfician  and  Profeffor  whom  they  efteemed. 

Under  fuch  mailers,  and  at  a  time  when  they  were  daily 
rifing  into  reputation,  Dr.  Ruffel  fludied,  embracing  every 
means  of  qualifying  himfelf  for  the  duties  of  his  ftation. 

-  Several  ftudents  at  that  time,  the  foremoft  in  application 
and  in  knowledge,  fired  by  the  example  of  their  mailers, 
who  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  improvement  of 
thofe  who  committed  themfelves  to  their  tuition,  formed  a 
Society  for  their  mutual  inilrudion  and  advancement  in  their 
fludies.  Every  ftudent  of  a  certain  Handing,  who  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  diligence,  capacity,  and  conduct,  was 
initiated  into  this  little  aflembly.  Here  the  opinions  of  the 
Antients,  of  their  Contemporaries,  nay  the  Doctrines  of 
their  Mailers,  wTere  frequently  difcufied  ;  and  two  of  the 
members  were  always  charged  with  the  talk  of  providing  in- 
flru&ion  and  entertainment  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  So¬ 
ciety.  Queftions,  no  doubt,  were  here  diiputed  and  de¬ 
cided,  which  long  experience  would  have  declined.  But  lt 
exercifed  their  faculties,  gave  them  both  fides  of  argument, 
taught  them  to  doubt,  and  habituated  them  to  obiervation. 

Our  colleague  was  one  of  the  firfl  membeis  of  thus  alTocia- 

tion,  inflituted  in  the 'autumn  of  the  year  1734,  togethei 

with 


1 
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with  the  eminent  Doctor  Cuming  of  Dorchefter,  the  fagacious 

o  J  o 

Cleghorn,  lecturer  in  anatomy  at  Dublin,  with  a  few  others, 
who,  though  now  removed,  did  honour  in  their  ftations  to  this 
inflitution,  which  not  only  fubfifts,  but  has  yearly  encreafed 
in  vigour,  and  is  honoured  with  the  immediate  patronage  of 
the  Profeffors.  In  a  Thefis,  not  long  fince  dedicated  to  this 
Society  by  a  very  ingenious  member  J,  as  well  as  from 
the  teftimony  of  another  gentleman,  who  had  been  admitted 
into  it,  the  lingular  advantages  that  refult  from  this  affocia- 
tion,  are  defcribed  in  a  manner  that  delineates  the  character 

of 

X  Dr.  Morgan  of  Philadelphia  dedicates  his  Thefis,  publiflied  when  he  took  his  degree 
in  the  year  1763. 

44  Societati  Medicine  Studioforum  in  Academia  Edinburgena  dudum  inftitutoe 

In  which  he  bellows,  among  others,  the  following  panegyrick.  44  Quippe  qui  recolam 
44  quanto  cum  judicio,  ordine  et  decore  res  veftrre  gerantur  ;  quanta  fint  in  veftris  ratioci- 
44  niis  et  fententiis,  turn  libertas  et  candor,  turn  etiam  nam  expertus  refero,  aequus  et  hu- 
44  manus  favor,  ita  ut  faluberrimo  hoc  veftro  inllituto,  quo  non  nifi  utiliflimee  quseftiones 
44  difcutiuntur,  omnia  confpirant  ad  fcientiae  medicae  lludium  cum  frudtu  et  emolumento  pro- 
44  movendum,”  &c. 

In  Dr.  Garland’s  Inaugural  Diflertation,  44  De  medicamentis  adflringentibus,”  publiflied 
alfo  in  1763,  is  the  following  account  of  it. 

44  Nec  juvenum  coetus  qui  medicinae  ratione  excolendae  caufa,  feptimo  quoque  die,  inter 
<4  fe  in  nofocomio  regio  conveniunt,  ac  quorum  ego  in  numero  per  triennii  fpatium  fui, 
44  decefiurus,  non  mentionem  non  facere  potui. — Celeberrimis  academiae  fcholis,  haec  quali 
44  alia  luccedit. — Is  certe  locus  eft,  ubi  audita  a  dodloribus,  e  libris  petita,  undecunque  ac- 
44  cepta  ad  medicinam  pertinens  difeiplina,  in  medium  prolata,  ac  ultro,  citroque  in  con- 
44  trarias  partes  difputando  agitata,  altius  in  omnium  animos  influit :  ubi  juventutis  lludia  glo- 
44  riaincenduntur,exercitationeacuuntur,  animique ad  multiplicis acfpinofae  fcientiae  quaerendae 
44  laborem  perferendum,  propofitis  ex  fuorum  numero  exemplis  pulcherrimis,  perpelluntur, 
44  poftremo,  ubi  omnes  inter  fe  mutuae  amicitiae  hrmiflimum  nedlit  vinculum.  Floruit  tri- 
44  glut  a  prope  annos  his  juvenilis  circulus,  et  ut  aeternum  floreat  precor  !” 

Soon  after  its  firft  inflitution,  the  writer  of  this  Memorial  was  likewife  a  member,  and 
knows  from  experience  the  benefits  refulting  from  it. 
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of  the  ftudents  in  that  univerfity,  and  does  honour  to  the  firft 
founders  of  the  inftitutiom 

Having  finiflied  his  ftudies  in  the  univerfity,  though  with¬ 
out  applying  for  a  degree  at  that  time,  he  came  to  this  city 
in  the  year  173 5,  and  foon  after  went  to  Turkey,  and  fet¬ 
tled  about  the  year  1740  at  Aleppo,  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic. 

The  Englifh  Fadlory  at  that  place  has  frequently  been 
conftituted  of  men  of  property  and  extenfive  knowledge  ; 
they  were  fuch  when  Dodlor  Ruffell  fixed  there,  at  the  una¬ 
nimous  requeft  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Factory..  We  have 
no  account  of  any  of  hi 5  predeceffors  being  remarkably  emi¬ 
nent  in  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic  :  To  take  care  of  the  Fadlory 
feems  to  have  been  the  extent  of  their  views. 

Dodfor  Ruffell  applied  himfelf  affiduoufly  to  gain  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Language  of  the  country,  and  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ableft  of  the  numerous  pradfitioners  in  the 
place,  who  were  employed  among  the  inhabitants.  He 
fucceeded  in  both  :  He  foon  difcovered  the  incapacity  of 
thefe  ;  a  few  traditional  receipts  compofed  the  whole  furni¬ 
ture  of  mofl  of  them  ;  he  found  a  few,  however,  capable  of 
information,  and  affifted  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

He 


D 
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He  was  loon  applied  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  of 
all  ranks  and  profeftions ;  Franks,  Greeks,  Armenians,  Mar- 
onites,  Jews,  &c.  and  even  by  the  Turks  themfelves  :  In  this 
inftance  they  forgot  that  he  was  an  unbeliever,  remitted  of 
their  ufual  contempt  for  ftrangers,  and  not  only  beheld  him 
with  refpeCt,  but  courted  his  friendfhip,  and  placed  unli¬ 
mited  confidence  in  his  opinion.  .  '.The  Pafcha  himfelf  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  the  merit  of  our  deceafed  colleague, 
confulted  him,  called  him  his  Friend,  found  him  upright, 
fenfible,  and  fincere  ;  as  a  man,  polite  without  flattery,  de¬ 
cent,  but  not  fervile  ;  as  a  chriftian,  true  to  his1  principles, 
difinterefted  and  generous  as  a  Briton  ;  and  in  point  of  /kill 
as  a  phyfician,  fuperior  to  every  one.  A  natural,  even,  cool 
and  confiftent  temper,  a  freedom  of  behaviour  as  remote 
from  confidence  as  conftraint,  improved  by  reading  and  con¬ 
vention  ;  a  mind  imbued  with  juft  reverence  to  God,  and 
imprefied  with  a  fenfe  of  the  duty  we  owe  ;  an  underftanding 
fraught  with  the  principles  of  the  profeflion  to  which  he  had 
been  early  devoted  (the  practice  of  phyfic)  happily  blended 
with  great  benevolence,  was  a  character  feldom  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Afiatick  regions :  This,  however,  was  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  our  colleague  ;  and  I  appeal  to  you,  my  affociates, 
for  the  juftice  of  the  portrait. 

The  Factory  thought  themfelves  happy  in  fuch  a  phyfi- 
dan,  fuch  a  companion,  fuch  a  countryman.  His  clofe  and 

intimate 
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intimate  connexion  with  the  Pafcha,  enabled  him  to  render 
to  the  Factory  the  moft  important  fervices ;  and  indeed  all 
the  European  nations  trading  at  that  place,  were  repeatedly 
obliged  to  his  interpofition,  on  a  multitude  of  occafions. 

Seldom  would  the  Pafcha  determine  any  intricate  affair, 
refpeCting  not  only  commerce,  but  even  the  interior  Police 
of  his  government,  without  firft  confulting  his  Phyfician  and 
his  Friend  ;  and  as  feldom  deviated  from  the  opinion  he  pro- 
pofed  :  And  fuch  was  the  Pafcha’ s  refpeCt  for  fo  rare  a  cha¬ 
racter,  and  fuch  his  friendfhip  and  determined  refolution  to 
do  him  honour,  that  he  even  chofe  to  oblige  the  People  in 
the  Doctor’s  Prefence,  and  feldom  puniflied  any  criminal  but  in 
the  Do&or’s  Abfence  ;  that  the  people  might  learn  to  think 
it  was  owing  to  the  Doctor’s  Interpofition,  that  examples  of 
feverity  were  not  more  frequently  inflicted,  f 

Many 

*  v,  '  f 

J  With  regard  to  criminals,  this  behaviour  of  the  Pafcha  was  very  remarkable  and  polite  \ 
for  when  mitigating  circumftances  occurred  in  favour  of  criminals,  to  induce  the  Pafcha  to 
fpare  them,  he  often  difmifled  them,  with  a  caution  to  behave  better  in  time  to  come  ;  for 
they  were  fo  bad,  that  none  of  their  own  countrymen  durft  fpeak  to  them  ;  but  that  they 
owed  their  lives  to  the  Englifh  Dottor  :  Though  he  fometimes  before  had  retired,  to  make 
way  for  the  neceflary  feverities  of juftice,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  till  the  poor  un¬ 
happy  wretches  came  to  his  houfe,  to  fling  themfelves  at  his  feet,  and  with  true  gratitude 
thank  him  for  their  lives  :  And  indeed  fometimes  the  Pafcha  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  cri¬ 
minals,  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  certainly  deferved  Death,  but  that  he  durft  not  older  it, 

for  the  Englifh  Doaor  infilled  on  Mercy.  It  is  rare  to  find  any  ruler  making  fo  great  a  fa- 

crifice 
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Many  princely  prefents  were  the  confeq'uence  of  this 
efteem  :  The  Pafcha  did  not  even  forget  the  Doctor’s  Fa¬ 
ther,  to  whom ,  faid  he,  I  am  obliged  for  your  afjifiance .  He 
ordered  prefents  to  be  fent  to  the  worthy  old  man  :  What  joy 
mu  ft  this  excite  in  an  aged  parent’s  heart,  to  have  fuch  au¬ 
thentic  proofs  of  the  merit  of  his  fon  from  fo  diftant  a  clime, 
and  where  the  merit  muft  be  great  to  gain  fuch  a  tefcimony  ! 

—I  leave  the  History  of  Aleppo  to  fpeak  its  author’s  abi- 

• 

lities. — It  has  been  already  tranflated  into  other  languages, 
and  it  will  be  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  important  pro¬ 
ductions  in  medicine,  ftiould  ever  that  fatal  fcourge,  the 
Plague,  be  permitted  to  come  amongft  us. 

You,  gentlemen,  are  not  ignorant  of  its  worth  ;  and  to  fay 
more  on  this  fubjeCt,  would  be  detrading  as  much  from 
your  underftandings,  as  from  your  friendlhip. 

Suffer 

orifice  of  his  popularity  to  a  Stranger,  or  in  fo  polite  a  manner  to  transfer  it  to  any  body. — 
Befides  this  Pafcha,  who  ruled  a  long  time,  the  others  that  came  after  him  had  the  greatcft' 
confidence  in  the  Dodlor,  and  intimacy  with  him  ;  particularly  one  Pafcha  of  this  place,  an 
old  man,  v/ho  had  ruled  the  Empire  as  Grand  Vizir,  and  died  at  Aleppo,  intruded  him 
with  the  whole  fecrets  of  his  family,  and  depended  on  his  advice. 

The  Dodlor’s  fame  was  perhaps  more  general  over  the  Turkifh  Empire,  than  any  phyfi- 
cian’s  is  in  Europe  ;  well  known  at  court,  and  in  every  province,  he  efcaped  more  than  once 
the  difagreeable  circumftance  of  being  fent  for  to  the  Grand  Signor  in  time  of  the  Plague 
His  brother  was,  in  moft  of  the  trading  towns  in  Turkey,  found  out,  by  bearing  the  fame 
name,  and  offered  great  civilities;  and  once  at  Conftantinople,  when  a  flight  Plague  hap¬ 
pened  there,  was  opprefled  with  invitations  to  vifit  feveral  great  men,  which  with  difficulty 
he  avoided.  W.  R. 
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Suffer  me,  however,  to  recount  one  circumltance,  which 
may  not  perhaps  be  of  fuch  general  notoriety. 

From  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Peftilence,  and  the 
means  fuccefsfully  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  infection,  in  the 
countries  moft  expofed  to  this  fatal  difeafe,  he  formed  a  de- 
fign  of  exciting  the  greateft  commercial  nation  in  the 
world  to  provide  fonie  more  effe&ual  means  than  hitherto 
it  had  done,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  again  becom¬ 
ing  the  dreadful  theatre  of  peftilential  contagion.— With 
this  view,  in  his  return  from  Turkey,  he  vifited  the  moft 
famous  Lazarettos,  to  which  he  could  have  accefs,  in¬ 
quired  into  their  ftru&ure,  the  government  they  were  un¬ 
der,  and  took  an  account  of  all  the  precautions  they  ufed 
for  prefer  vat  ion. 

At  Naples,  Leghorn,  and  other  places,  he  had  all  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  obfervation  he  could  wifh  for ;  and  profited 
by  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  conduct  of  the  wifeft  ftates,  in  refped  to  the  means  of 
prevention,  than  perhaps  any  other  perfon  :  Indeed  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  this  fubject,  and  his  experience,  induced 
him  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  every  thing  appertaining  to 
prefervation  from  one  of  the  greateft  of  all  human  cala¬ 
mities. 

And 
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And  fo  generally  was  his  great  knowledge  of  this  dis¬ 
temper  eftablifhed,  that  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1757, 
when  our  miniftry  was  alarmed  with  a  report  of  its  being 
broke  out  at  Lifbon,  and  earneftly  follicitous  to  take  every 
precaution  to  prevent  its  being  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
they  thought  no  perfon  fo  fit  to  be  confulted  on  the  means 
proper  to  be  purfued,  as  our  worthy  colleague.  Do&or 
Ruffell  received  his  orders  to  attend  the  Privy  Council ; 
he  came,  and  gave  fuch  pertinent  and  fatisfa&ory  anfwers 
to  the  queftions  propofed,  that  he  was  defired  to  com¬ 
municate  his  information,  and  the  method  he  propofed 
to  prevent  the  fp reading  of  that  calamity  in  writing.  This 
he  accordingly  did  ;  and  fhould  it  pleafe  the  Almighty  here¬ 
after  to  threaten  this  nation  with  that  dreadful  fcourge,  the 
profecution  of  the  plans  then  fuggefted,  may  perhaps  great¬ 
ly  contribute  to  avert  from  us  the  moft  terrible  of  all  dif- 
eafes. 


From  the  time  he  left  England,  to  his  return  in  February 
I75'>?  we  had  maintained  a  regular  correfpondence.  I 
could  not  forbear  mentioning  to  him  repeatedly,  how  ac¬ 
ceptable  a  more  accurate  account  of  Aleppo  would  be  to  this 
nation,  and  to  all  Europe  ;  that  no  perfon  would  probably 
ever  ftand  a  chance  of  fucceeding  in  it  fo  happily  as  himfelf ; 
that  his  long  refidence  there,  his  knowledge  of  the  language, 
the  .manners,  cuftoms,  difeafes  of  the  place,  the  great  cre¬ 
dit 
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dit  he  had  acquired  amongft  all  ranks,  by  an  able,  diligent, 
and  difinterefted  exertion  of  his  faculties  amongft  them,  his 
influence  over  the  Pafcha,  and  the  refpecft  paid  him  by  the 
Turks  themfelves,  would  facilitate  every  enquiry  :  He 
viewed  the  propofal  in  the  fame  light,  collected  materials, 
made  fuitable  enquiries,  and  has  eredted  a  lafting  and  ho¬ 
nourable  monument  to  his  memory. 

With  no  fmall  trouble  he  fucceeded  in  procuring  us  the 
feeds  of  the  true  fcammony .  They  were  raifed  by  my  two 
botanical  friends,  the  late  Peter  Collinfon,  and  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  James  Gordon  :  Seeds  were  likewife  fent  over  to  the 
fouthern  colonies  of  America,  in  hopes  that  in  a  fimilar  foil 
and  latitude,  in  fome  future  time,  we  might  from  thence 
have  this  valuable  drug  unadulterated.. f 

To 


%  The  late  Conful  Sherrard,  who  refided  long  at  Aleppo,  and  was  one  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  botanifts  of  his  time,  endeavoured  long  and  fruitlefsly  to  obtain  the  feeds  of  this  and 
fome  other  curious  plants.  The  Arabs,  who  are  the  people  chiefly  employed  in  thefe  affaiis, 
not  fo  much  through  ignorance  as  knavifhnefs,  will  bring  every  kind  of  feed  but  the 
right,  and  aflert  that  it  is  the  feed  required.  Dr.  Ruflel  allured  me,  that  he  had  near  20 
different  feeds  brought  to  him  for  the  feeds  of  the  true  Scammony,  by  different  per- 
fons  employed  to  procure  it  him,  with  promifes  of  a  fuitable  reward.  Ampngft  thefe  found, 
there  were  two  parcels  of  feeds  alike,  which  correfponding  to  the  general  charadler,  he 
judged  were  the  right  ;  and  thefe  he  fent  over  to  England.  Many  plants  were  raifed 
from  them,  and  fome  are  yet  in  the  gardens  of  a  few  botanifts  in  the  neighbouinocd  of 
London.  We  have  not  received  an  account  of  their  propagation  in  America  ;  but  if  the  plant 
is  kept  alive  in  this  country,  it  will  probably  be  fent  thither,  under  fome  per  Ion  more  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  public  benefit,  than  his  predeceflors. 

Dr.  Ruflel  publilhed  an  exaft  defcription  of  the  Scammony,  and  the  method  of  collet- 

ing  its  juice,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervaticns. 


[  i6  ] 

To  him,  likewife,  we  are  indebted  for  a  plant,  that  will 
hereafter  be  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of  our  gardens  ;  X 
as  well  as  for  many  ufeful  intimations,  both  in  refpedt  to  his 
own  profeffion,  as  to  commerce  in  general. 

/  « 

He  chofe  this  city  for  his  refidence  at  his  return  to 
England,  and  foon  had  a  confiderable  fhare  of  employment., 
A  vacancy  happening  in  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1759,  he  was  chofen  phy- 
fician,  and  continued  in  this  Ration  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
an  example  of  diligence  and  humanity  to  the  fick,  of  great 
medical  abilities  as  aphyfician,  and  as  a  gentleman  irreproach¬ 
able  :  The  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  was  many  years  a 
worthy  member,  the  Medical  Society,  f  likewife,  who  early 
admitted  him  amongft  them,  are  obliged  to  Dr.  RufTell,  and 
the  public  through  them,  for  many  valuable  communications : 
His  extenfive  practice  at  Aleppo,  his  early  introdu&ion  into 
bufinefs  here,  after  his  arrival,  the  multitude  of  obje&s  un¬ 
der 

t  The  Andrachne ,  nearly  approaching  to  the  Arbutus ,  which  it  furpafies  in  elegance.  An 
exa£l:  defcription  of  this  plant  was  given  in  the  Tranfadtions,  by  that  great  botanift  and  ex¬ 
cellent  painter,  the  late  G.  D.  Ehret. 

V* 

t  Medical  Society.  About  the  jfear  1752,  feveral  phyficians  in  London,  chiefly  of  thofe 
called  Licentiates,  agreed  to  form  themfelves  into  a  fociety,  for  colle&ing  and  publifhing 
all  fuch  obfervations  and  enquiries  in  medicine,  that  feemed  to  deferve  the  public  notice. 
This  fociety  has  fubfiffed  ever  fince,  has  publifhed  feveral  volumes,  which  have  been  well, 
received,  and  will  be  followed  by  others. 


J 


(  *7  ) 

der  his  care  in  the  hofpital,  fupplied  a  fund  of  medical  ex¬ 
perience,  which  might  have  yielded  much  benefit  to  fociety, 
had  his  life  been  protra&ed. 

Need  I  recite  how  much  this  Society  is  indebted  to  his 
vigilance  and  activity  ?  Perhaps  it  is  in  a  great  meafure  ow¬ 
ing  to  him  that  it  exifts. 

t> 

Confcious  of  an  uniform  endeavour  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  to  the  titmoft  of  his  abilities  in  every  ftation  of 
life  ;  accuftomed  to  be  treated  with  a  degree  of  refped, 
which  talents  like  his,  fo  uniformly  exerted  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  every  thing  p^ife  worthy,  had  a  right  to  expert,  he 
could  not  eafily  brook  the  fupercilioufnefs  of  men,  who  were 
weak  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  neither  fenfe  nor  learning, 
{kill  nor  experience,  were  the  produce  of  any  other  clime 
than  that  within  the  narrow  limits  of  which  they  themfelves 
had  been  confined. 

Impatient  of  indignities  he  had  not  deferved,  and  fatisffed 
that  yet  greater  were  intended  to  others  in  a  like  fituation 
with  himfelf,  with  a  view  to  eredt  a  reputation  upon  other 
mens’  foundations,  he  communicated  his  fentiments  to  others, 
who  had  the  like  apprehenfions  ;  and  common  danger  has 

happily  been  the  means  of  cementing  a  permanent  rec  ip  local 

j?  man* 


(  i8  ) 

regard,  and  forming  a  regular  Society  of  Men,  fcarce  known 
to  each  other  but  by  name,  but  whofe  views  are  alike,  Seif- 
prcfervation,  and  whofe  talents  for  promoting  the  honour  of 
the  art  they  profefs,  and  the  benefit  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
have  acquired  fignal  marks  of  royal  and  public  approbation. 

If  then  to  him,  with  very  few  coadjutors,  is  owing  the 
evidence  of  this  Society  ;  if  the  eftablifhment  of  it  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  fecure  no  fmall  part  of  the  faculty  of  phyfic  in 
this  city  from  injury  and  oppreffion  ;  if  it  fhould  be  the 
means  of  eftablifhing  the  whole  on  a  juft  and  liberal  founda¬ 
tion  ;  if  by  it  harmony  and  good  intelligence  have  been  pro¬ 
moted  among  individuals,  whofe  duty  and  intereft,  now 
their  inclination  likewife,  leads  them  to  be  united  ;  our 
grateful  acknowledgements  are  mod  certainly  due  to  that 
man,  who  laboured  mod  aftiduoufly  to  promote  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  ;  and  to  his  memory  let  us  pay  a  grateful  tribute 
for  his  unwearied  endeavours  to  ferve  the  community,  and 
the  important  fervices  he  rendered  it  to  the  lateft  period  of 
his  life. 

For  my  own  part,  when  I  recoiled  what  I  have  loft  in 
him,  the  fenfible,  firm,  and  upright  friend,  the  able,  ho¬ 
ne  ft,  and  experienced  phyftcian,  the  pleafing  inftrudive 
companion  of  a  focial  hour,  expreffion  fails  me. 

Should 


(  *9  ) 

Should  this  account  ever  pafs  beyond  the  circle  of- 
Dr.  Ruffell’s  perfonal  acquaintance,  perhaps  it  would  be 
to  them  fome  gratification  to  know,  that  he  was  in  refpeft 
of  ftature  rather  tall  than  middling,  well  made,  of  a  frefii 
fanguine  complexion,  grave  in  his  deportment,  chearful  in 
converfation,  active  in  the  bufinefs  of  his  profeffion,  and  fa- 
gacious ;  an  attentive  and  diligent  o’bferver,  clear  in  his  in¬ 
tentions,  manly  in  his  preferiptions,  and  in  his  conduct  to 
the  fick,  benevolent  and  difereet. 

Animated  by  his  example,  let  us  purfue  the  arduous  track 
of  public  virtue,  and  having,  like  him,  fupported  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  our  profeffion,  by  dealing  with  a  liberal  hand  to  all, 
the  bleffings  of  health,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abilities,  and 
done  honour  to  our  fpecies,  by  the  conftant  exercife  of  up- 
rightnefs,  candour,  and  benignity,  we  may  clofe  the  lcene, 
in  full  poffeffion  of  all  that  deferves  the  name  of  human 
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